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mT i 0 N 
Cutisr TAN Taurus, Sc. 
THE 
T PE B L E. 
P N I 5 


ANUARY 1. On New-Year's-Day, p. Is | 
2. On beginning a new life, with the new year, 
p. 2. 

On the rules of a new life, From Titus ii; p. 4 
On what we are to renounce by the Chriſtian 5 ruley 
p. 6. 
5. On what lives we are to lead by the Chriftian' rule, 
1 Pe 7. 

6. On the Epiphany, | p. 9. 
7. On the wiſemen's jaurney to Bethlehem, p. 11. 
8. 
9- 


+> 


On the faith and offerings of the wiſemen, p. 13. 
On the offerings we are to make by the example of 


the wiſemen, p. 14. 
10. On the Goſpel of the Sunday within the Octave of 
the Epiphany, » —_— 


11. On ſeeking Jeſus when he has been loſt by fin, p. 18. 
12, On the leſſons our Lord Feſus gives us in his pri- 
vate life, p. 20. 
13. On our Saviour's being baptized by St. John the 

Baptiſi, P. 22. 
14. On the ſacred name of Jeſus (24 Sunday after Epi- 
phany) p. 24. 
| 15. On 


526. On the evil of mortal fin, 


ö 1 


n 
* R 3 „ IF. 7 r 


Ther CON r EN 1. N. 


15 „n our Lord's changing. water into wine at the 


| N marriage: eaſt of Cana, Soy 9 26. 
16. On the neceſſity of configeration, „ 28. 
. On the cnſuteration of Cd,. F. 30 
18. On the conſideration of the law of G God, 5 L b. 32. 
> x9. On the conſideration of ourſelves, 5 
20. On our firſi beginning, | p. 37. 
21. On our laſt ena, q p- 39. 
22. On the titles God has to our ſervice, pi. 40, 
23. On the happineſs of ſerving Gd, p-. 42. 
24. On. the vanity of all thaſe things that heep world- 
eo dings ſrom the ſervice of C, © da Po $4, 


25. On the converſion of St. Paul, 


27. On the manifold anne that are fund in mor- 
along"... p. $1» 
28. On the vreflnnpcien, falh, and mattneſs, of the wil- 


| 1 ful. Murter b. 53. 


8. On the diſmal havock fin hor medi in the world, 


p. 55. 
0. On the "diſmal N / in wales in the foul of a 


x01 \Gbriftian,. + | p. 57+ 


| Ch. On the judgments of Gd upon 10 2 bn, . | p. 59 


February 1. Ox not mating lig bit of wenial fins,” P. br. 


2. On Candlema ſi-day, p. 64. 
42. On the parable of the labourers in the vincyand, for 
211 Septuageſima Sunday,, p. (6. 

4. On the multitude of our. 2 Fas, = 33 F020 p- 68. 


215.0 the goodneſs of God in waiting hops, * 


W IN \ \ a q\ 4 * 

81 6. On e þi to Gd, | | P. 252 
7. On the ſentiments of a penitent fi inner, p. 75 
0 5 5 7718 4 


18 8. On . N our ſins, | 9 _ 
yabitucd | 9. On 


5 I The” CE ON T EN T 81 | fili 


EI On the manner. of dving pinante" oh vie f, 


A p 79. 
10 On the parable of the ſmoer, Luke viiiy/being-vhe 
| Gyſpel for Sexazeſi na Sunday, pP. 8k 
8 Un the remaining, part of the patabl ot Jour 
N 4 AIDES} Anode Avr p. 83. 
12. Againſt delay of repentance, 99 ITN 2 85. 


| 13: On the folly of deferring our —— fo a, | 

p. ” 

14. On death - bed ber fer muanices; 80 | 
1 5. 07 the diſpoſitions wit h which we are anker up- | 


dern the ſarvice of God, \ * N 8 p-. 9. 
16. Un true devotion, e een p-. 94. 
wy. On the oppoſet: Jn hor beta theo and the 
Goſpel. For Shrove Sunday, p. 96+ 1 
18. On frbeing under che Saniard of Ir Cri, 1 
p- 99. 
o che rate proferited ty 2 Grit i . 
Inwers, Matt. xvi. | P. 101. 
_ Onthe Gofpil for tha fanfh of St. Matthiasy p. 105 


n St. Joſeph, p. 105. 
oh the Aununtigtion of (he ſes Fi in, p- 107» 
Albivedneſdoy,, cj Hy 710. 
Thugklah after Hbwedneſtoy. "On Ya figs pe Art. 
Friday. On the rules of faftiig, . g h P. 113. 


Saturday. On the great fuſt af Chriſtian, p. 114. 
10 Sunday in Lent. On the fall of Lent, p. 116. 
Mond- n On the lofi the infitation of Lent, + 


p. 41. 
Feu, On the examination of- the Have of « our inte- 
8 p. 119. 
N Wedneſday,” On a ed examination of the foul, 
eg ; p. 121, 


0 .0 Thurſday. 


The TOON TVENDT $7 
wil, "On other fins tobich we are to'examine into] 
P. 123. 


74 u ay. "On exerciſing works of mercy, 

; Satu rday. On the ſpiritual Works of mercy, 
245 Sunday i in Lent. On prayer, p 
my Monday. On the. neceſſity of prayer, | | 
= Tueſday. On attention in prayer, 

© Wedneſday. On other conditions of prayer, 
© Thurſday, On fervsur in prayer, 
Friday. On mental prayer, TY PII 

'} Saturday. On the practice of mental W 3 140. 
1 3d Sunday i in Lent. On devotion to the Naeh Chrift, 


. pi 142. 
1 Monday. On the great advantages oh 'devetion T6 the 
1 1 on of Chriſt, p. 144. 

0 Tueſday. On the le Mont Chrift teaches 12 in biz paſſer, 
1 Wendel On other l Nut bent e Chrifi 
4 8555 paſſion, | * 148. | 

| Thurſday. On the love that Chri ” has ſhrwn us in his 
* i paf 1 p. 150. 


Friday, Other conſiderations to txcite in the foul the love 


1 r. of our ſuffering Feſus, _ Rd 
. Saturday. On ibe ſufferings of our ” Saviour * 
palin, * eg 
15 Sunday i in Lent. On our Saviour”s prayer in the gar- 
deen, p. 157. 
[ Mopuay. "Os r Saviour agony and bloody ſiueat, 9) 
"IP P-159. 
| | Tueſday. On the treaſon of Judas, 7®) 6 
ae, On the apprebenſt on 70 our 2 1 


p. 164. 
Thurſday. 


8 


The ON EN. 7 * 
hurſday.. On aur Lord's being brought before Ag 


A 


Caiphas, 166, 
Friday. On our Saview s treatment in 1 hae of F( 12 

n e af N Mn 0 oy, _ 
Saturday. On Peter's e NR A. | 


N 171 "mT On our Lord's being led aw yto Pi ate D | 


p. 1 7 


” 


Monday Our Lord i is ſent from Pilate to Hes, 


; p. 1 785 
Tueſday. Barabbas i: preferred before our Lord.” Hei * 
' ſeaurged at the pillar, p. 1775 


Wednefday. Cur Lord is N with RG 1802 

Thurſday. Our Lord is fhewn to the people, with Ecce 

hom, Behold the man, p. 182. 

Friday. On the part the B d Virgin bore i in ot fy s 
frag sn, uy 55 

Saturday. Oar Lord is . to Ve croſs, p 

Faleu- Sunday. On our: Lord's triumphant entrance in 


41 "Jeruſalem, . p. 189. | 
s Monday i in Holy- Week. Our Saviour carries Bis croft, 
: | p. 191. 
, Tveſday i in Holy-Week. Our Saviour is or to the 
creſt, p. 1045 
Wednesday in Holy- Week. On, the fo rings "of bur 
Saviour on the croſs, p. 196. | 
| Haly-Thurſday. On our Saviour 5 preaching from The 
Good id | Seut ath 1 p. * . 
rida d, n the ere 
? Yo. On aur tour” 4 ca pon N * p36 
Hay. Saturday, On our Saviint s burial, 0 P. 20 
NW On the. ere, of our Lord, * As 
p. 205. 
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* r N 1 DN TA 
Fl £ er Monday, On. the {bs 96,76 git lem, Im b 
lit ub rection of Fel, 2. us Chrift, , © _ 
10 | geen ueſday. On our Lord's  ſhewing himſelf to bit 
| aſeiples, af after his reſurrection, ny PeiRgt | 
| Ext: - Wedneſday. On our Lord's: ſpewing hinfelf t. 
the diſciples, going ta Emmaus. Luke, xkiu, P2486 | 
b Ta On our Lord's manife int bimſelf to. 
"all his Apoſtles. Luke xxiv, John xx. p. 214 
Vil Eafter-F riday. On the peace of a Chriſtian, p. 216. 
i Eaſter-Saturday. On perſeverance in gad, p:. 219. 
W Low-Sunday. On the ſacrament of 1 p. 220. 
wi Ktonday after Low. Sunday. On the aut fle 


*f Tueſday. On the ceremonies of baptiſm, . . 224» 
WW Wedneſday. On the evil of falling from the groce 2 5 
4 * tijm,. e Ps 2 1 
W= Thurſday. On the thealogical virtues, P- 228. 0) 
| Friday. On faith, SOM AO AAR nt Er aan 
h. On the ground; of faith, D ai he 
Second Sunday after Eaſter, On @ lively. fait 
e On divine hope, 7. p. 23, 


9555 On joining a 4 dert ene with San 


ce in Cad, SAY OR OL TS RATS FAY 5 899. 
4 Wegaeſday. On the Lords prayer, p. 241. 


Thurſday. On Hallowed be thy name, P. 249. 
Fridav. Thy kingdom come, e245. 
| | Saturday, Thy wl be dona an earths 35315 in her 
4 en 9. 246. 
| Yi de altar Raſter. Give us un, our daily 

bead, | p. 248. 
| pes: Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
Lobt treſpaſs againſt us, p 10. 


| Nsbaodl Tueſday. 


Thel CGN TEN FTF 
\teſ®ay. eee 
. Deliver us from ern; BY 6 KV 7 25 
Fr 
| Porch Sunday after Eaſter. On degra un 0 
uin h , ii mers | 


4 Mondly On Irving the La our GM d ll ing, : 
1 ALOE 264, 
* TVieſday. On Toby” God with our whole beart, I 
X $ $40 v p. 2667 
* wen- ee Wers our 55 Las, 2 


4 Ft . p. 267. 
Toa On loviag "Grd with" our "whole ping, 


„ f «© 
— £4 


| Friday. On loving eg with our | where feng; We 
RY On returning love for * 8 4 2 
| e. © Or the Sn .Yf the a 1585 
\ * On the means of attaining 3 fo the love ef Coed, 

Toeſdny: On act of divine love, © 1 


Nn On other crereices 70 a . , 


u. Ahe of our MM oh 4 Yo 

e 

Friday. On the-bſſons we are 0 leurn from Ws 
on A our Lord, 

Saturday. Ocher hö fo be lernt Ant dur fig of 

-* pur: Lord, p. 2895 

hows. within the Octave of the Alcenſion. 'On the 

Pear of charity to aur neighbours, P. 290. 

F 7 £49) 9% 1. ; Monday. 


Aſcenfon-day On tbe 


r The e TE N f 1 
Mendez. On theexcellence, of fi fraternal charity, ;Þ: 29%, | 
"Tueſday. On the exercice of fraternal charity, by 205. 


Welsefdzy. On the 4 ferent branches of fraternal cha- D 


nig. 7 7 
-Thurkday the Octave of the Ae. On the great =; 
\ Pattern of charity, Wh dk 05 2 Ha: etnny bene ] 7 
On St. George, p 301. HN 
| On St. Philip and St. James, er 2h £2. eee 
0 the finding of the croſs, p. 304. i; 
Friday after the Octave of the Aſcenſion. On preparing 
bie ſeul for the Holy Get. b. 896. 
Whitſun- Eve. .On the diſpeſitions neceſſary fo or. receiving 
| "the, Hoy Ghoſt, / Fi p · 98. 
Whitſunday. On the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt, 
p. 310. 
Whitſun- Monday. On the nn of having the 557 
Ghoſt in the ſoul, 4 219 
[| Whitfun-Tueſday, On the gift 4 the Holy G 0 
| > t 4 3 14. 
bl Whitſun-Wedneſday. On the means of lei 2 oly 


Il — GI in the ſoul, Aud” p- 316. 
if | \Whitſun-Thurſday. On yn marks of the Holy Ghoſts a- 
| ding the , in ed e ed wh U NS. 
q | Whitſun F riday. On the 3 confirmation, 


r 9.321. 
Whitſun-Sa turd ay. On the obligations fo aur canfirma- 
| mation, | ach- 343+ 
b Trinity. Sunday. On the alt "Ap ole an- 325. 
. Monday after Trinity- Sunday. On the figuratof. the 
i eſſe ed e and firſt of the paſcbal. lamb, 
. N. 
li ety on the manna ond the bread. Ka Elias, 
. ves b. 320. 
WA) 8 Wedneſday. 


fel CON TEN F ww 
27 nefday. On other r fguret of ihe "Blau Euchbveftg N 


33. IN Ys p. 3327 


wal We c day. On the 1 nes of the eſe But 
7 charift, 4 p- 334. 

We iday- within the Octave bf Corpus' Chriſti. Ou | 
„ myſteries contained in the bleſſed Eucharift, pi 336. 
1. Waturday within the Octave. On the real Preſence 9 
3. Jus Chrift in the bleſſed Eucharift, pi. 338. 
4 unday within the Octave of Corpus Chriſti. IN 

'S I inviting us to this heavenly banguet, p. 340. 
„ ionday within the Odave. On the rell raids if, 

* this divine banquet, 4 Io p. 342. 

Fa Tueſday within the Octave. On the di i peſitiont we ought 


to bring to the holy communion, p. 348. 
edneſday within the Lerper as devotion before com- 
| munion, 555 d 9.347. 
I 1 NN. On main after” Leno 99925 


ne 14. of the 55 2 Euchar 1/4 as it is a 6 ſacrifice, = 


_ 
* 


b. 382. 
I 5. On the rr of the rucharifick fell 2 
; 5. 3, 


F 36 On FH Muſe d Euchari , oo 5 it 0 uu. 
brunn and praiſſt, pe 356. 
; 17. On the Bleſſed E carl, as i Fs a 21 of 


0" chantſpiving, p. 359. 
3h On the blſed E n as it is a a ſecrife of . 
82 pitiation, ICE n ne Jsbn LE p. 3614 


| pe) On the Magud Backer), 4 nt i Baer fe, 
prayer and ſapplicition nnd p. 363. 


20. On the devation with which we are ts *. at the 


a facrifice of the altar, Nad IC AO p. 365 
21. On a a ſpiritual communion, p. 367. 
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on of our fins; — 371 
24. mg: — of St. John the Baths. p- 373 
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id, 
26. On the — —— molafor 2 
| x7 8 =y 1 LA? * * * 
8 27. 0 norivs of tepentupices W 
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29. On St. Peter and dt. Paul, p- 253 
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| Dean Rreavan, 


Here preſent thee with » foe Mitac 
for every day in the year, collected from the 
— of God, and the writings of the Saints, 
and ſervants of God. The ſubjects are digeſted 
in ſuch manner as to take in the whole Chriſtan 
If 4vSrive, with all the myſteries and ſolemnitierce-' 
> I} lebratedby the church throughout the year, and all 
ce practical leffonsof the Goſpel. The great truths 
- IF of the Chriſtian religion are here briefly propoſed; 
om in their own plain native coulours : upon every 
ſubject there are three conſiderations, which may 
5. I ſerve to entertain the devout Chriſtian for half an 


24. WW hour, or longer, to the time he als 
low himſelf for the exercice of daily meditation: 
75 Wand every meditation is concluded with pious re- 
(a Wfalutions, which may determine the ſoul to de- 
une with all her ſtrength for the time to come, 
from all evil, and to dedicate herſelf in good earneſt 


to the love and ſervice of her Maker, by a ſe- 
nous * of all her powers to g90d. 


A nd As 


11 7 Þ L F E 4 I. 
Dold 33} , at + 4 
As to the pon. that ought alyrays 66 be 
| — to avoid needleſs repetitions, I. have nc 
markt it down, at the beginning of each medi 
tation, but muſt, here put thee in mind, once 

for all, that thou muſt ever begin this exercice, 
by the faith and remembrance of the preſence of 

God; and by bumbly imploring his light, grace, 

and aſſiſtance. Thou muſt alſo obſerve, that theſe 
- conſiderations, are not deſigned to be a matter 
of barren ſtudy, or ſpeculation of the, brain; but 

to be the ſeeds of pious affections in the lech : 
which affections are lookt upon by ſpiritual 
writers as the principal part of mental prayer, 
as. tending directly to bring the ſoul to her God, 
bes unite her to him, by divine love, 1 have 
not ſet down, upon each ſubject, all the various 
affections, that might be drawn from every con- 
ſideration; as well becauſe this would have been | 
an endleſs work, and liable to frequent repeti- 
tions z as, becauſe theſe affections are uſually 
ill taught, by. a better maſter, viz. the Spirit of 
SGSod, to all ſuch as diligently frequent his ſchool, 
Which he holds, in the interiour of thoſe Sch, 
| {that hs exerciſe themſelves in mental 


| 


3 Razr, as it may bel of ſome 145 to 3 
1 a ecially to beginners, I ſhall here point out the | 
140 d. crent kinds of affections, which may be ex- 
cited in the ſoul, according to the different ſub- 
i Jes of her meditations, and the degrees of her 
lj _ Advancement i in a ſpiritual life. Such are. 7. Acts of 
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a lively faith of the divine truths, fet Tv) 
the” foul in the conſiderations ; bc bowing 
down of all the powers of the ſoul to adore the 


f ſovereign Truth, that 1 thus pleaſed” to reveal 


himſelf to little ones. 2. Acts of fear of othe 
judgments of God; 15 his wrath enkindled 
againſt impenitent ſinners; and of all the dreadful 
conſequences of ſin, and the puniſhments inflicted 


upon it, by divine juſtice, both in this world; and in 


the world to come. 3. Acts of hopr, and conſidènce 
in the power, mercy, and goodneſs of God, 
repreſented in the meditation; in the fidelity of 
his divine promiſes, made in fayour of penitent 
ſinners; 3, and in the inexhauſtibſe treaſures ot 
metit and grace, purchafed: for us all, by the la- 
bours, ſweat and blood of the Son of God. 
8 Acts of che love of God, from the conſider 
ration of the goodneſs of God in himſelf, of all 
his divine attributes, beauty and perſections; of 
his eternal love for us, and of all his benefits to 
us; and of the paſſion and death of his Son, for _ 
the love of us. F. Acts of ſhame and confifone 
for our manifold fins,” againſt his infinite good- 

neſs; and for our baſe Iigrütitäde; by Which we 
have returned ſo much evil, for fo much good. 

6. Acts of repentance and contrition for our ſins; 


and of an humble zocuſation of them all, at the 
feet of Chriſt; of a horrour and Hatred for them 


ande ven a hatred. of outſelyes, for having been ſo 


baſe, aud wicked; with earneſt ſupplications for 
mercy, for what is paſt; and an 1 of our- 
ſolves to a penitential life, for the time 


(0) come, 
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F | | 8 have, to his glory. 8. Acts of jay in him, and of 


2. At al adrnation af the dieine majeſty f of 
giſe, and thankſgiving to him, for all his bene- 
3 of inuitation of all the Angels: and Saints, 

and; of all, his works to glorify him; and of an 
2 lation of our whole being, and of all that wie 


congratulation with him, that he is, what he is; 
of zeal for the greater glory of his name, for 
the advancement of his kingdom, and the ex- 
ecuting of his will; of deſire that all the world 
may be converted to him and that all may 
know him, love him, and ſerve him. 9. Acts of 
humility, and contempt of ourſelves ; of embracing 
the croſs, and of re/ignation to Gad's. bleſ» 
ſed will in all things ; and of a total dedication 
and conſecration of ourſelves to be the ſervar 

of his divine love. 10. Acts of deſire to imitate 
the virtues of our dear Redeemer, of his bleſ- 
fed Mother, and of all the Saints, to attend to 
his heavenly leſſons ; to imprint them deeply 
in our hearts; and to ſigh continually. after FL, 
111 Acts of compaſſion for 905 Lord in his ſubs 
erings; with a great ſenſe, of what he has en 
dured for us; and of all the outrages, that are 
daily offered him by wilful ſinners. 12. Acts of 
a general flight, and abhorrence of all evil z 
|  and.j.reſplutions to embrace ahl follow all 
V!ntiſtian virtues,. Laſtiy, fervent petitions, and 
prapers, Joe. ok divine: eee eee 
dee e noncotions da Mn 
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| secording to the exigence of the ſuleR ; 
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io Tafes-affeftions may alſo be d i th 
way of-colloguies with our Lord, or with hs 


times tienting with! him, us witha — Jndes 
times as with a friend, or a ſpouſe : other dee 
as with dur phyſician, repteſenting to him All 
the maladies of dur ſoul; at other times caſting 
6urſelves 'at bis feet, like Magdalene, 
a general confeſſion of all our fins to him, as 
to our Bi gh-prieſt, and the true paſtor of on? 
fouls, | Sc. Ever repreſenting him as near us 3 
or rather as within us, and in the very center of 
our being; and treating with him, as we would 
do, if we ſaw him viſibly preſent with us: and 
ever concluding our addreſſes to him, with. an 
oblation of our wholeſelyes to him, to execute 
al me wills. 


411 


As to the necefiity of this holy exercice of ; 
meditation, and the great advantages of the daily 
practice of it; 1 ſhall refer thee to what thou 
ſhalt find below, under the heads of con ter ation, 

and mental Prayer: ind 1 thall only add 25 
that : a diligence, i in this exercice, is the = E 
to bring all good ts the foul ; arid to condulX ber 
ſafe to her Sovereign Good; The dern, "wh 
Wy well knows that fuch ſouls, a8 Appiyr thetfis 
ſelves ſeriouſiy to mental prayer; WH be Ir 
his, makes ul pofffble efforts te divert ChAMans | 
from this application, by a thouſand impoffundei alia 


A 
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7 tom the importunity of diſtractions, and the dri- 
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but only for ſuch as live in convents or colleges 5 


ADDER 
Kiſſicttices't> but this very oppoſition of | his:ought 


to convince-us of the great importance of this 


exercice; and to make us more eager to purſue 
it, in ſpite of all his lyes and deceits. He pre- 
tends; che practice of mental prager is not for all, 


that it requires wit and learning; and that the 
exercice of it is very difficult, c. But all this 
is nothing but a deluſion, tis all impoſition and 
lies. Mental prayer, by the way of meditation, 


A very eaſy, even to the meaneſt capacities; it 


requires nothing but a good will, and a ſincere 
deſire, of converſing with God, by thinking of 
him, and loving him. In effect, the great buſineſs 
of mental prayer is thinking and loving: and 
who is there that can even live without thin ting 
and Toving? But then in mental prayer, the 
thinking and loving is not confined to ſuch narrow. 
Iimits,, or mean objects, as the thoughts and 
affections of worldlings are, which lie always. 
groveling upon the earth: but it has an immenſe 
Held, opened for it's entertainment, of great and 
6 everlaſting truths, and ſuch as are both highly. 
moving, and of infinite importance to us all; 


and of great and eternal goods, wane" with the 
: 21 to make them all our-own.. in 


Wi 


pi 4 to the aiiculey, objetied to nee 


"nels and indevotion, that many find therein: it 
muſt be allowed, that in order to make any pro- 


23 in this exercice, the Chriſtian muſt do his 
part, 


R B. k N 1 A A 
part, in removing the occaſions ofthaſd diſtractio m 
ad well by maintaining a purity of :confeietice; 28 
by retrenching all inordinate affections to row 
tures, (for vhere the treaſure is, there th eart 
and thought will be;) and by \reftraining the mind 
at other times, from idle and impertinent amuſt. 
ments, and from that continual diſſipation of 
thought, in which too many Chriſtians paſs their 
days. But then, for our comfort, where we en- 
deavour to follow theſe rules; the involuntary 
diſtractions, or-drineſs, which we find in prayer, 
will not be imputed to us; nor hinder our 
prayer from being acceptable to God; and though 
Jeſs pleaſant, highly advantageous to ourſelves. And 
what matter is it, whether we pleaſe ourſelves or 
no, provided we pleaſe our God, and do his will? 
This we may aſſure ourſelves of, that if we con- 
tinue faithfull in attending, as it were, daily upon 
him, by this exercice of mental prayer, in ſpite / | 
of all this drineſs, and oppoſition of the deyil, K& 
and of our own weakneſs and corruption, we 
thall-.not fail of coming, ſooner or later, to taſke 
of the excellent fruits, that ever grow. upon this 
tree of life. 
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1 ſhall add no more, * way of 8 but 1 
only beg of thee, reſolutely to undertake, and 5 
conſtantly to perſevere, in this Wag exercice vat | 
af mental prayer, in ſpite of the world, feſb, \ | i 
and the devil. What thou art ſeeking after is a 75 
treaſure of infinite value: if it = thee ſome i 
. pains in digging for it, it will abundantly recom- 
8d | e 
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peeaſt all thy labour, This exercice is the us 
Chriftian'ph:loſophy, conſiſting in the ſearch, and 
love of true wiſdom; even that wiſdom, ; which 
i ſu much extolled by the Spirit of God, in hi 
writ; and which comes down from God, and 
carries us up te God: This is the ſcience: of the 
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\ONSIDER firſt, that on this day, we keep the 
octave of the birth of Chriſt, with the 
of his circumciſſots;*when being yet but eight 
d, he began to med hö Fafred blood, in obedience 
* Father's will; ſubje@igg bimſelf to that moſt 
ainful, and moſt humbling cetemony, and bearing there- 
the reſemblance of a criminal, as if he, like the reſt, 
ad ſtood in need of che circumciſing knife for the expi 
Non of fin, Chriſtians learn here from your infant ga- 
J Fiour, the leſſons; be deſires to teach you in his circum- 
ion: his unparallelled humility, his perfect obedience | 
1 nd conformity to his Father's will, his patience-in fuf- Ke 
ring, and his ardent love and charity for us. He came 
> difcharge the immenſe. debt we owed by our. ſins to 
is Father's juſtice, by mtr," laft drop of his blood 
expiation for them; and behold he has here given us 
In earneſt of this payment, by ſubmitting himſelf this day 7 
P the knife of circumciſion. 1 
J Conſider 2dly, and ſet before your eyesthis en 
His innocent lamb of God, this beloved of your ſouls, 
Neautiful beyond the children of men, all emb in bis 
wn moſt facred blood; and ſuffering in that tender 
ic cruel ſmart of a moſt ſenſible wound. O how ſenſible 
Vor. I. B — | 


wl 
I of, 


£ Mz b PPAT1$0 or" 
indeed to him! O how ſenſible. to the loving heart of i 
blefled Vitgin Mother! See wich what a 1 the Em 
ee him, ! * See with what anguiſh of heart ſhe bewails| 
| s See with what tender compaſſion ſhe] 
| frives'to Kings! him all the comfort ſhe is able] Learn of 
| het the like affeCtions of love and compaſſion for your 
l Tuffering Lord. O my ſoul, embrace with her thy in- 
fant Saviour, bleeding Hor thee. 4 bloody ſpouſe art thei 
tome, faid Sephora to Moſes, Exodusiv. 25 when to de- 
| liver him from the handl of the Angel that threatened him 
1 with death, ſhe touched his feet with the blood of he 
child, whom the had juſt then circumciſed, O ho 
truly is our dear Ra ale a ſponſus ſanguinum, a blood 
| ſpouſe to our ſouls, for whom he gives now theſe fi 
| fruits of his blood, and for whom he will one day give al 
his blood, to refaue us from the hand of the el roying 
1 angel | O bleſſed be his divine charity for ever | 
| = Conſider 3dly, that tis the duty of all Chriſtians tc 
imitate our Lord's circumciſion, b ical circumectfin! 
| of the heart: which God bon lack for in the feri 
| Ptures; and always preferred before the carnal cirrum 
 'Eifion, This ira circumciſion requires of ud A cut 
ting off, or tetrenching, all diſorderly affections to the 
world and it pofnps; to the mammon of iniquity, an 
to the fleſhand its luſts; and a ſerious application of e 
ſouls to à daily mortification of our paſſions. and corruf 
inclinations: my ſoul, let us heartily embrace, and dal | 
Putt in practice, this circumciſion of the heart. 
Conchude'to make a return of thy heart to * in v 
Saviour! who began on this day to ſhed his 
"thee: but ſee it be a heart — dy a ſpiritual circum 
255 from all ſuch affeCons as are degra to hin l 
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'On hai a new (i bj ife with the ney ears. . 
1 ONSIDER firſt bow many ars of your life a 
| rowpaſt and gone: how long W ontnce 
l 10 he knowledge eld ei: men by 


every Day in; the; Year. 7 
hit ou bave ſpent all this precious time, given you for ng 
m- cher end but that you might employ it in the love ang 
ils Hervice of your God; and in ſecuring the falvation... 
Pour immortal ſouls; Alas ! have any of theſe. pal 
ears been ſpent in ſuch a manner as to anſwer this great 
nd? Is not that one and only buſineſs for which you 
ame into this world ſtill to be Mr Have not all theſe 
ears, which one after another have flowed away into the 
zulph of eternity, been utterly loſt to your ſouls ? It 
ell if they have not: conſidering how ſoon the great 
art of Chriſtians, after their coming to the uſe of reaſon, 
all from the grace of their baptiſm; how quickly they give 
hemſelves up to follow the bent of their corrupt inclina- 
ions and paſhons : and in what a ſorgetfulneſs of God 
bey generally paſs their days. Ah! my foul, what a fad 
hing would it be, if, during all theſe years, thou haſt hi- 
Fherto lived, inſtead. of ſtoring up proviſions for a happy 
eternity, thou haſt been only treafuring up to thyſelf Yours 
* abr 2 af wrath? 


Fink, if this day you were to be called to the bar of di- 


hen leaſt expected; and that generally ſpeaking as men 
ive, ſo they die. Ah! my foul, ſoul, deceive g nor 
flutter thyſelf to be impoſ poſed par pon by the enemy Thy 
ime in all appearance wil be 

rt willing to think: this yery year perhaps may be thy 


aſt: it will certainly be fo to many thouſands, who ex- 


Peect it as little as thyſelf. Set then thy houſe in order 
pow: begin this very day to rectify the whole ſtate of thy 
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ou. en years pad, 1 all the 


provo- 


der adly, W the preſent late and condition of you | 
como hat is your life at preſent ? How ſtand. | 
accounts between your ſoul and God? What would you 


ine e Jultce ? Should you not earneſtly deſire a delay? } 
how few live in the manner in which they would 
lad to be found, when death, ſhall overtake them. 

yet they are not ignorant, that death 1 comes 


much ſhorter thou 
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teriour : and live hence-forward as thou deſireſt to dic. 
There Eannotbe too * a (EP where eternity is at 


Sens ler, zin iet be mercy of C his: bonnie 3th” 


4. Mr d1T AT 10s for 
provoecations of your repeated crimes, and perpetual in- 
| gratitude, has brought you now to the beginning of this 
| mew year, out of a ſincere defire, that now at leaſt you 
might begin a new life, and ſuch a life as W ſecure a 
to your ſouls that true life which never ends. Vou have 
been, alas ! like the barren figtree, planted in his vineyard, 
Which hitherto has brought forth nothing but leaves 
but ſee, he is willing to try you once more, in hopes © 
your doing better, for the future, and to manure you all 
little while longer with his word, his graces, and his ſa- 
craments. But O take care to diſappoint him no more 
by refuſing him the fruits he expects of a thorough a 
mendment of life : leſt he paſs an irrevocable ſentence 
— the barren tree to be cut down, and caſt into the 
re. 
Conclude to begin from this very hour, to turn aa 
from ſin; and to dedicate yourſelves hence-forward ii 
good earneſt to the love and ſervice of your God. Alas Fot 
how few Chriſtians ſeem to be truly in earneſt in thiqdo 
greateſt of all concerns, where their all is at ſtake foff©2 
eternity. | ' 1 rm 
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'XO'NSI1DE R firſt, that in the epiſtle which is readſou 
con New-Year's-Day, Titus ii. 11. 15; the Apoee! 
{tle has in a few words declared to us the rules we are ti 
follow in our lives, in conſequence of the Son of God 
coming amongſt us: viz. what we are to renounce to 
what we are to practiſe; what we are to look for; ande 
what we are to tend to. The grace of God our SaviaurWou 
faith he, hath appeared to all men: inſtruqting us, tba 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly deſires, we ſhould live ſa 
berly, and juſily and godly in this world ; looking far tha 
bleſſed hope, and the coming of the glory of that great G 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf. for un 
\ "that be might redeem us from all iniquity, and anigWWnc 
cleanſe to himſel/ a people, aceeptable, a purſues of gate 
3 woe 


* C 
. 4 


every Day in tie Tur. 1 
urg. O how many great leſſons are here contained in 


a ſe words Let us reſſect on them one after another 
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Saviourcame down amongſt us, by the myſtery of his In- 
arnation ; enlightened us by his Gaſpel and by his lifes 
and at length offered himſelf in, ſacrifice! for us, by his 
death upon the croſs. He gave. himſelf for us, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, that he might redeem. us. from all iniquity : by 
etting us at liberty from being ſlaves to Satan, ſin, and 
hell; by breaking in ſunder all the chains of our vices 


Conſider therefore, 2dly, the end for which our God and 


re und paſſions; and by purchaſing all mercy, grace and 


alvation for us; to the end that, by the virtue of his pre- 
iceFcious bloed, he might cleanſe us far bimfelf, and make us 


bocd, a holy nation, 1 Peter ii. 9.) a zealous purſuer of 
ward works. See Chriſtians what kind of men we ought 


| infeo be, in conſequence of what the Son of God has done 


las For us, in coming down from heaven for us, and laying 
thiggdown his life for us. O let us never more degenerate by 
folflleading lives unworthy of him ! Let us never more re- 
urn to our former ſlavery. | | | 


Conſider 3dly, that being purchaſed by the Son of | 


God with ſo great a price, we are to conſider ourſelves 
Nence-forward as his property; and therefore we muſt 


ot pretend to diſpoſe of ourſelves, any otherwiſe than 


. [ccordin to his will and pleaſure. This ought to be 
dur rule in all we do; this we ought to conſult in 


ce jo him; and ever to purſue with all our ſtrength, what 
ande know to be agreeable to him. You are nat your avon; : 
aur you are bought with a great price, ſays. the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
Fi. 19, 20. Glorify, and bear God. in your. ld. 


— 


Conclude totałe in practice for the rule of your life, this 


f the Apoſtle's expoſition and declaration of the Chriſti- 
an's rule, Titus ii. 11. Cc. and you will be religious men 


gndeed, of that excellent order which Jeſus Chriſt came 


oem heaven to inſtitute; and you will be with him for 
er. B 3 Juan. 


an acceptable people, (a choſen generation, a hingly 22 4 
. * all 


po Heliberations; this holy will of him that has bangt 1 
ith his own blood, ſnould be in every thing a law to us; 
0 as ever to renounce all that we know to be diſpleaſing 
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oly will of your Redecmer, according to the whole extent ' 
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On cubut we are to renounce by the Chriſtian's rule. 


510. 


demption through Jeſus Chriſt, we are bound by 
the tenour of our rule above rehearſed, to deny, that is 
to renounce, all ungodlineſs, and worldly deſires, and to be 
clean. from all iniguity: we are to turn away from all 
evil; but more eſpecially from the evils here named: 
| the firſt of which is zngodlineſs ; which is uhr the rk 
crime we commit, and the ſource of all the reſt. For 
2 8 beaTneſe we underſtand, either the giving away from 
od What belongs to him, or the refuſing him the ſervice 
and love which we owe him. Now here the ſinner uſu- 
ally begins his revolt. He is indiſpenſibly obliged to de- 
dicate himſelf to God from his firſt coming to the uſe of 
reaſdn, inſtead of which, like the apoſtate angels, he 
Ae ig away from him, he refuſes him. his heart, 
+ which he fo juſtly claims, and gives it away to empty 
| toys and hing follic This is ungodlineſ ; this is a kind 
of idolatry, in preferring the creature before the Creator; 
| this is the ſource of innumerable evils ; this is the very 
bane of the world. O let us renounce it, and deteſt it 
© Conſider 2dly, what thoſe baits are which Satan uſu- 
employs to draw us away from God; for no man 
ever Chooſes to ſerve the devil for his own ſake, or for 
any love he has for him: but the tempter ſets before us 
the deceitful appearances of ſome worldly honour, profit, 
| or pleaſure; and with theſe he allures deluded mortals to 
his ſervice: theſe are the gilded pills with which he poi- 
| ſons the foul: thefe are his treacherous baits which hide 
| the hook, with which he draws millions into hell. 
| Therefore the Chriſtian's rule requires that, together with 
| uyngedlineſs, he ſhould alſo deny.all worldly defires ; that 
185 all a ections to thoſe worldly toys, and cheating vani- 
| ties; as the moſt effectual means of diſarming Satan, and 
hindering him from having any hold at all of us. For 
| when we deſpiſe” all that he can offer, and ee een 
WE 
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| every Duy in tbe Nur 1 
/ {Wbhor his choiceſt allurements, he ſtands confounded, 


nd can do no more. 95 | 
t theſe worldly luſts and deſires, * 


* 


Conſider 3dly, tha 


ch the ( ere you geen enen, in particular, | 
ooſe of which the beloved diſciple write ii. Iv, * 
6. Love not the world, nor bo ne e 5 0 | 
uu. If any man love the world, the charity of the ar, 
Per (the love of God) is not in him 1 00 that 1s in. 
de e world, is the concupiſcence of the fleſh, and the concu- 
me iſcence of the eyes, and the pride of life. "Tis on account, 
|: | f this triple concupiſcence, which reigns in all places, that, 
A he whole world, as the ſame Apoſtle tells us (chap.v. 19.) 


s ſeated in wickedneſs : ſo that if we deſire to belong to, 
hriſt in good earneſt, and to profeſs ourſelves religious, 
de Finder his rule. we muſt declare a perpetual war againſt. 

u Wis triple concupiſcence, and its abettors, v:z, the world, 
nd our corrupt nature: and then we may deſpiſe all the 
levils in hell. Yes, Chriſtians, renounce but theſe 200 


apital enemies of your ſouls, viz. the love of ſenſu; a 
pleaſures, the love of. gratifying the covetous eye with, 
orldly toys, and the love of N honour and windy, 
nd ride; an you ſhall be clean from all inigquiii g. 
T3883 Conclude to be ever zealous obſervers of your rule, by | 
TY Penying ungadlineſs, and worldly defires : and turn your.” | 
t * hearts to ſeek your happineſs in other kinds of honours, | 

iches and pleaſures; which the world cannat give, and. 
hich may ſtay with you for euer. 
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On what lives we are to lead by the Chriſtian's rule. 


n conſequence of our God and Saviour's coming among! 
but we are alſo to do good: we are not — = 
ngodlineſs, and worldly defires ; but alſo to live 6002 5 


9ꝙͤ% 8 
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iniglit cleanſe 413 for himſelf; and make us a1n,aceeþted!, 
| people, a purſuer of good works, The Chriſtian's. duty, 
by his rule of life, has three branches: one of them re- 
lates to the regulating of himſelf; another regards his 
neighbours, but the third, and chiefeſt of all, relates to 
bis God. All theſe we comply with, if we live ,/oberly,f 
and juſtly, and godly : becauſe by living ſoberly, we keep 
aur ſelves in perfect order: by living H, we behave} 
ourſelves to our neighbours in all things, as we ought ;| 
and by living godly, we dedicate our whole lives to God. 
- Confider 2dly,the great extent of theſe three branches of 
the Chriſtian's duty; and how much this ſebr:ety, thiser 
ice, and this godlineſs requires of us. Chriſtian e- Ih. 
W: briety does not only exclude intemperance in eating and 
drinking, but alſo all other exceſſes and diſorders, that 
— 4 ways carry us out of the bounds of ſtrict regu- 
larity: ſo that to be truly ſober, we muſt reſtrain pride 
by k humility, anger by meekneſs, luſt by purity, and all, 
E the: irregular motions of our paſſions and diſorderly, in- Ila 
dclinations, by ſuch a general temperance and modera- 
tion, as may maintain the whole man in a due deco- 
rum, both as to ſoul and body. And thisChriftian ſobriety, 
Keeps us, as to ourſelves, in perfect order, harmony, and 
peace. Chriſtian juice regulates our whole conduct as to 
= ourneighbours, by that golden rule of doing as we would be 

dune ly: and, in conſequence of this, excludes every thought, 
every judgment, or cenſure, every word or diſcourſe, eve- 
ry action, or dealing, that may any ways tend to his pre- 
I judice or diſadvantage, and by this means, as much as WE; 
lies in us, we maintain due order, harmony, and peace of 
Wich all our neighbours. And laſtly, true godlineſi makes kn 
us ſeek God in all things, and above all things; and con- ſw! 
ſecrates all our powers and faculties to his love and ſer · Nex 
| vice; by the means of recollection, meditation, and con- ag 
| tinual prayer; and thus we maintain a perpetual peace ſſh: 


x 


ll Nod So that the complying with theſe three branches of 

cf our duty, makes us truly wiſe, and truly perfect; and th: 

I! eftabliſhes the peace of God in our ſouls. Perf 11851 

| . Confider 3dly, that, according to the words of the 

I} Apoſtle in che place above quoted, whilſt "ws Labour 
| to 
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re- 
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Paily, by large ſteps, in this happy way, which leads to 
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> comply with the excellent rule of Chriſt our Lord 
y living ſoberly, juſtly, and godly" in this world; we | 
uſt not confine our views to the narrow limits of this 

ort life here below; but we muſt be ever looking for- 
ard towards the great object of the Chriſtian's hope, 
z. the bleſſed and glorious coming of our God and Sa 
jour Jeſus Chriſt, when he ſhall come to accompliſh. 
e great work he has begun in us, and to take us 
ome with him, both in ſoul and body, to our true 

ountry; and there make us his eternal kingdom. O0 


How happy are thoſe fouls that are always afpiring af- 
er this coming of their Lord; and bewailing in 


he mean time the — continuance of their baniſhment 
ns and their great diſtance from him, in this foreign 
and | , 
Conclude to begin at leaſt now, with this new year, 
o enter upon the true paths of life, by a general ſe- 
riety, juſtice and godlineſs; and to ſtrive to advance 


hat life, which never ends. 


January 6. 
On the EPIPHAN . 


ONSID ER firſt, that this day is kept by the 1 

church of God, with great ſolemnity, as one of þ 
he principal feſtivals; of the year; and is called the 
Epiphany, that is to ſay, the apparition or manifeſtation Þ 
of our Lord: becauſe on this day, he was firſt made 
known. to the Gentiles, viz. to the wiſemen of the Eaſt; 
who were conducted to him, by the apparition of an 
extraordinary ſtar, and inſpired. to pay their early hom- 
age and worſhip to him. O how juſt it is that we 
ſhould all celebrate with a grateful devotion, this day 
of our fitſt calling to the knowledge, and faith of Chriltz 
this Chriſtmaſs day of the Gentiles! O my ſoul, how 
great is this benefit of thy vocation to the true Chriſtian 
faith! what would all other favours, or advantages ei- 
ther.of nature, or of grace baye availed thee, if this hag 2 
* cen 
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deen Z wuns! how. miſerable muſt thou have been 
| bath for time and eternity, if, like millions of others 
of hadſt been leſt to fit. in darkneſs, and in the ſhadou 
- death ] O bleſs him then both now and for ever, whe 
Without any deſert on thy part, has brought thee to hi 
admirable light! _ 2 
Conſider 2dly, the wonderful ways of divine Pre 
vidence; as well in preparing beforehand both the Jews 
and Gentiles, to expect about that time the coming ol 
| the great Meſſiah; as in giving an early notice of his 
birth both to the Jews and the Gentiles : to the Jew: 
* by an Angel ſent. to the ſhepherds ; to the Gentiles by 
the-ſtar, that appeared to the wiſemen of the eaſt. But 
= alas | how few-either of the one, or the other, dul 
8 correſponded with this great call ! and is not this the 
gaſe of millions to this day, who tho” many ways cal 
led and invited by, and to, that ligbt which enlighten ! 
eth every man that cometh into this world, John i. chooſe 
rather to remain in the darkneſs of infidelity, error, 0 
vice; than to follow the conduct of that ſtar, :thatWi 
would bring them to the true light? O how clearly 
ſhall we ſee one day, that there was nothing wanting 
on the part of divine Providence to bring us all to 
himſelf, but that we have been generally ſo unhappy, va 
as to be wanting in our correſpondence with his lights 
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. Conſider 3dly, that this ſtar, Which gave notice o 

e birth of our Saviour, was ſeen by all the nations o 
the Eaſt: but that the generality contented themſelves 
with gazing upon it, without taking any pains: to ſeek n 
bim, whom that ſtar preached unto them: whilſt the 
wiſemen, following this divine call, ſet out without de- 
lay, in queſt of this new-born king: in conſequence of 
Wich, theſe were happily: brought to Chriſt, and to his 
admirable light; whilſt thoſe others remained in dark- 
neſs, and died in their infidelity. See my ſoul the dif- 
| ference between a ready compliance with the inſpirations 
|| and graces of God, and the neglect of theſe heavenly 
| calls: a. difference, which, as it produces here the diſ- 
|| tnction ol the. ſaint, and the ſinner; ſo will terminate 


here 


9. 
As 


ery Day in the t vi? 
ereufter in a happy eternity, for Tuch as = 


d his calls; and a miſerable eternity for ſuch as n 
em. Ah finners dread the Sade of negle 
e calls of heaven] God will not be mocked. 
Conclude to be ever attentive: to all thoſe; graciou 
1 and inſpirations, by which you are invited — to! 1 
of iniquity, and to come and follow Chrift, 
5570 ow many of theſe ſtars have you hitherto ne- 
lected? Ariſe now at leaſt, and ſet out by the guidance 
f this divine light, that you may make the beſt of yo 
ay home, from thoſe huſks of ſwine to your F ade 
F oule. It is not yet too late. 


10 January 7. i 
an On the Wiſemen's journey to Bethlehem. 


NONSIDER firſt, that the wiſemen, were no 
ſooner informed by the — of this extraor- 
inary ſtar, of the birth of the grea that was to 
le the world; but they ſet out to ſeek im in Judea 
vhere they underſtood, by an ancient tradition, and by 
She propheſy of Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 17, that he that 
| — by that ſtar ſhould be born. And as it was 
atural for them to expect to hear news of him in Jes | 
uſalem, the capital city of Judea; they went thither to 
nquire after him: where is he, ſay they, Matt. ii. 
hat it born king of the Jets? Fer we have ſeen his ſtar 
n the ra, and are come to adore him. But as his king- 
lam was not of this world; but was to be eſtabliſhed, 
theſupon other kind of foundations, than any mortal em- 
de- Pire, in the immortal ſouls of his people; and that up- 
2 ofſpn the ruins of worldly pride, and of all the pomps of 
hisfpatan; he choſe for his birth the humble ſtable of Beth= | 
rk. ehem, before any of the ſtately palaces of Jeruſalem; aa 
dit · being more agreeable to his kingdom, the kingdom f 


ons numility and truth. O how happy are thoſe" ſouls 15 | 
nl hoſe eyes are always open to this heavenly truths and 
I 4 


hut to wordly vanity and lies ! how happy they, whib - 
N * in practice to theſe maxims of this ert 
7 | Ng io 
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Ring, become themſelves his kingdom ; even that xing 
in which he ſhall reign for ever f. 
+ Conſider | 2dly, how king Herod was troubled, ati 
Hearing of the birth of this new king, and ſo was allhc 
Jeruſalem with him: in which they were a figure of alli 
ſuch ſouls as are ſo wedded to this cheating world, and 
its luſts, as to be more afraid of parting with them, 
than of loſing an eternal kingdom: and therefore they are 
troubled and diſturbed, when they are ſummoned by 
the meſſengers of heaven to ariſe, and leave theſe toys, 
to go and ſeek after Chriſt: and they even ſtrive te 
ſtifle the heavenly infant, that would gladly be born 
in their fouls; by ſmothering thoſe lights and graces 
that offer to conduct them to him. O how much more 

happy were the diſpoſitions of the wiſe men, who were 
willing at any rate to find Ghriſt; and who - gladly 
ſought and embraced the directions of thoſe” that by 
their office were qualified to point him out to them 
But alas how miſerable were thoſe prieſts and ſcribes; 
whe whilſt they directed the wiſemen to our Saviotit; 
took no pains" to ſeek him themſelves! ſee my ſoul; 
this never be thy cafe, e.. 
Conſider 4$dly, how the wiſemen, in their way from 
— to Bethlehem, were again favoured with the 

Ie 


ght of che ſtar; which both conducted them to Beth 
em, and pointed out to them the place where on 


FiviSur was. This heavenly light filled theirthea 
With eretelling great joy); and going in, they found Hi 
Whöm their ſouls deſſred, and they paid their Hoffraę 
t him. O how precious, how lovely, how deſirable 
that light, that conducts the ſoul to Chriſt ! O wha 
joy, wat deligke it is' to che- ſouf to ſee herfelf dra 
Hear to he God, her ſovereign. good But chen th 
Heavemy manna is not uſually given, bat to them tha 
Aghtz and that conquer all the about? difffeulties ant 

oppoſitions, that they meet with ini the Ay ©& Ohriſfe 
and who, like the wiſemen, are quite in earfleſt in ſeek is 
ing him. Happy they that follow this great example 
Happy chey that taſte, and ſee, how ſweet the Lord Pp 
ne, Him „ itt 
© _ 
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8 Canclude to imitate the wiſemenz firſt; in their ready 
ömpliance with the divine call; adly in their diligence: 
inquiring after Chriſt: and 3dly, in their perſeverance ; 
d then you may confidently expect, like then.) * fand? ' 
allWpur mes to W in him. nid Ae welfare} 


nd | a 21990) 3 6298 
if © January 8. Ant 
On the faith and offerings of the wiſemen. 5 


ON SID ER firſt the ſtrong and lively faith of the 
wiſemen: they ſet out with 9 — of finding 
n infant King, attended with that ſtate and pomp, which 
as ſuitable with the di nity of one that was born to be 
zonarch of the / univerſe : and behold EA 
ey meet with nothing but poverty and humility ; 
«am rage. 3n grating 4 naw yp and laid in a = 
1 only with a poor: maid, and an humble wo 2 
1; an ox and an * But their faith by this time 
as more fully inſtructed in the qualities of him, whom 
ey had been ſeeking for with ſo much labour: and 
Wherefore they were not ſhocked with thoſe mean ap- 
2Arances.; nor looked upon them with a worldly. eye: 
ut under this poor and humble equipage, believed and 
Fdored: thais: kings their God, and their Saviour. 
ow happy are thoſe ſouls. whoſe faith takes no ſcandal 
ther at the crib, or the croſs of Chaiſt; but rather Knis 
m ſo much the more cloſely to him, by how mach 
ie. mare he has debaſed himſelf for the i of ahem |: 
Conſider 2dly, how the wiſemen having found our 
ord, immediately fell down proſtrate before him, 
— 8 
bmiſſive dry 


2 1 Be e | 
of theſe their, gifts, their 
* then: —— 9 
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him with their gold, as a tribute due to him, as their 
ing: they offered him their frankincenſe, (which 


was uſed in the divine worſhip.) as to their God, 


ind they gave him their myrrh, (which was. uſed 
in the burial of the dead) as to a mortal man, who 


our Redeemer | 


Conſider 3dly, that the wiſemen having found Chriſt, 
were. admoniſhed from heaven not to return any more 
to Herod ; and ſo went back another way to their own 


country: to teach us, that after finding Chriſt, we 
muſt return no more to his, and our enemies, Satan and 
ſin; but muſt make the beſt of our way to our true 
country, by a quite different road from that by which 
we came away from it. Our true country is Paradiſe : 
we came away from this our country, by pride, by dil- 
| obedience, by the love of theſe viſible things, and by 
| Wu den our ſenſual appetite with the forbidden fruit. 
We muſt take quite another road, .f we hope to return 
thitber again: it muſt be by penitential tears, by hu- 
mility, by deſpiſing theſe viſible things, by reſtraining our 
ſenſual appetite, by wholeſome mortifications of the fleſh, 
and other ſelfdenials,: and by a conſtant obedience, that 
ve are to find the; way back to our true home. 
Conclude to quit the broad road, of gratifying thy 
paſſions and ſenſual pleaſures; and to paſs over to the 
narrow way of penance and ſelfdenial; and thou ſhalt 


I 
5 
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be brought ſafely back to thy true country, and to thy 


bas ahne: „ PEA ia; 
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offerings we are to make, by 


* 


69999579 ER, fiſt, that the geld, frankingenſe 
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Mu 
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ame to redeem all mankind by his death. O let us, 
their example, daily offer him our beſt homages, in 
all theſe qualities, as our king, as our God, and as 


| ao ought daily t9.make to, him, n che fur place, vel 


\\ £4 50 7 . 
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muſt offer him the tribute of our geld, as to our true 
king ; that is, we muſt daily preſent him with our ſouls, 
ſtampt with his own image, and burniſhed with divine 
love. This is the gold, this is the tribute our Sovereign 
expects from us. When the Jews aſked him concerning 
their giving tribute to Ceſar, he called for their coin, in 

hich they had the image of Ceſar; and inferred from 
thence, that they were to render to Ceſar the things that 
were Ceſar's, (Matt. xxii.) that is, to give him what 
was ſtampt with his image. Our fouls are ftampt with 
God's own image, to this very end, that we ſhould 
give them in tribute to him, by perfect love: render 


ve then to God the things that are God's; by daily offering 

nd your whole ſouls up to him, by fervent acts of love; 

ue and you ſhall have given him your gold. N 
ch Conſider 2dly, that we muſt alſo offer our 4 — us 
© : to our Saviour, as to our God. Incenſe in ſeripture is 
il conſidered as an emblem of prayer; and expreſſes the 
by worſhip we pay to our Lord, by ſending up to him the 


it. Fodoriferous' vapours of bur devotions, as from the cen- 
irn far of a heart, burning with the love of God. Prayer 
u- then is the frankineenſe, which we muſt, in imitation of 
ut I the wiſemen, preſent to our Saviour, as to our God. 
This we muſt daily offer, to him at the hours of in- 
nat f cenſe, as a morning and evening ſacrifice,” in the temple it 
of God, which is within our ſouls: with this, we ought i 
hy alſo to endeavour to perfume in ſome meaſure all dur 
the other daily actions and employments in order to make 
alli them agrecable to him. „ Seer 
hy Conſider '3dly, that with theſe offerings of the 
eld of divine love, and of OR "of fervent. 
prayer, we muſt alſo join that of the myrrh of ſelfdenial, 
and mortification, which” our Lord no leſs expects, and 
requires at our hands, than the other two: ſthce he has 4 
lo expreſly declared, that except we deny ourſelves and 
hate ourſelves in this world, we cannot be his diſciples. 
Myrrh has a bitter taſte, but it is a wholeſome bitter : 
and it has an excellent property to keep bodies from 5 
corruption. Thus it is an emblem of the mortification © 
of our paſſtons and ſenſual inclinations ; which is ſome- 

20 C 2 what 


4 þ 1 


16 M pDITATTONS for 4 


What bitter indeed and diſagreeable to the taſte of ou 
nature; but is ſovereignly wholeſome; and neceſſary to 
keep the ſoul from the corruption of ſin. 80 that this 
offering of myrrh, like the other two, ſhould be the WY! 
daily exerciſe of a Chriſtian; and ſhould as it were 
ſeaſon all his thoughts, words, and deeds, to reſtrain WWE: 
them from evil. 0 
Conclude, O my foul, not to let a day paſs without! 4 | 
frequently offering to thy Lord, the gold of love and 
charity, the frankincenfe of prayer, and the myrrh of 
ſelfdenial; and he will certainly accept of both thy of. 
. ferings and _ and in exchange he will give thee WF'® 
. himſelf. 2 


| " in 10. 
On FY goſpel of the ſunday within the Ocave off 


the EPIPHANv. 8 


YONSIDER,. firſt, how Jeſus, Mary, and | Jo- 
ſeph, went every year up to Jeruſalem, to the tem - pt 
ple of God, upon the ſolemn feſtivals ; notwithſtanding 
their poverty and their living at the diſtance of three 

days journey from Jeruſalem : and there they employed ne 
the weeks appointed for the feaſts, in afliſting at the 
publick worſhip, praiſes, and ſacrifices, which were of- 
. fered to God in the temple at thoſe times, Chriſtians, Wot: 
| learn from this great example, the diligence with which {Wt 
| you ought to aſſiſt at the publick worſhip of God, — ant 
feſtivals. Learn not to ſuffer every trifling difficulty to the 
| , hinder your attendance in God's temple on thoſe days; go. 
| when neither the length, nor the charges, either of the ſs! 
| journey, or of the ſtay they were to make in Jeruſalem, We! 
could keep this holy family from a conſtant obſervance oui 
of theſe times dedicated to God. But O who can wor- Ntua 
thily apprehend the diſpoſitions of ſoul, with which they 
entered upon theſe journeys; their recollection on the 
| | road, their heavenly converſation in Jeruſalem ; their NwWit 
| profound Dt their enflamed love, their fervent 


prayer 


5 7.6 by 

1 " every Day in the Near; 17 
Prayer and devotion, in the temple! let us ſtrive to 
2 jimi ite them. bi; i 3 ey 
Conſider 2dly, how, when Jeſus was twelve years old, 
and they had gone up, according to their cuſtom, tokeep 

Wthe ſolemn, feaſt; of the Paſch in Jeruſalem, after the 
days of the ſolemnity were fulfilled, when they returned, 
our Saviour withdrew himſelf from them, and ſtaid be- 
Whind them in the city. They innocently thinking him 
to be in the company, went one days journey home- 
wards without him, and then not finding him, were 
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ols-;,; the more becauſe they . apprehended, leſt by 
ſome fault of theirs, they might have driven him away 
from them. Ah! what anguiſh muſt it be to a foul, 
that is fenſible of the treafure ſhe poſſeſſes, when ſhe has 
eſus with her, to find that he has withdrawn himſelf 
om her, and that ſhe has loſt her treaſure. But how, 
much more muſt this bleſſed couple have reſented the 
oss of their Jeſus ; whoſe love for him was much 
zreater than can be expreſſed or imagined? Fot find 
proportion to their love, their ſorrow alſo muſt have 
een beyond expreſſion great. Learn from hence, my 
ſoul, what value thou oughteſt to ſet upon the happi- 


ed neſs of having Jeſus with thee 3 and how much thou 
hel oughteſt to regret the loſs of him. 8 "I 
of- Conſider a: 4 that although the Bleſſed Virgin and 
ns, St. Joſeph had loſt their Jeſus, as to his ſenſible preſence; 
ich et they had not loſt him, as to the preſence of his grace 


and love; they had him ſtill very near to them, becauſe 
to they had him in their hearts. A leſſon for Chriſtians of 
good will, not to be: diſcouraged, nor to give them- 
ſelyes up to exceflive anguiſh, if ſometimes they expe- 
ence. the like ſubſtractions of the ſenſible: preſence of 


mz 4 d & - 

nce ſour Lord, by-a dry neſs in their devotions, and a ſpiri- 
or- Itual deſolation: let them but take care to keep their 
iey Nbeart , and will with him; and they may be aſſured 


he is not far from them. He has often dealt thus 
with the greateſt Saints; and to their advantage too: 
o Keep them more humble, 


7 ſelves; 


; C3 


ctruck with unſpeakable grief and concern for their 


; N N 7 4 
and diſtruſtful of them; "1 
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Tae. 1 d 10 to teach them not ta ſeek. their own fact 
action, 75 the milk of ſpiritual conſolations, but to 
| Content to feed their fouls with the more ſolid diet 
1 to 9 of God, ard to the croſt of 
15 lade to t ke cars not to Ative whe? j 

Wal £n and 4 aſſured that e do 929 | 
Feen him, 180 „ Nr 
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RONSIDER firſt, how great an evil it is" to 
loſe Jeſus by -wilful ſin. Ah tis u far, greater 
185 than if we ſhould loſe the whole world beſides; 
for in loſing him we loſe our all. This loſs. is the 
-preateſt” miſery that can befall any ſoul on this ſide 
of eternity: it wants nothing but eternity to make-it 
nell And yet how <ommor is:this loſs ? How often 
is Jeſus loſt in this manner, even in our moſt :ſglemn 
(feſtivals, by the abuſe of theſe hdly times? And how 
is it poſſible that ax Chriſtian foul ſhould admit of any 
manner of comfort, joy, or pleaſure, under ſo great a 
e What then muſt they do that have reaſon to ap- 
rehend they baye thus loſt their Jeſus: and that he- is 
now no longer theirs ; and they no longer bis? Hey 
. learn from the Bleſſed Virgin, ànd St. Jdſaph, 
how they are to ſeek him, and find him agam for 
thongh this bleſſedd couple had not Joſt him, in that 
wretched way, yet the manner in which t 
bim, may be an inſtruction to all others to tesch chem 
13 . means Jeſus my be verge again when he is 

10 115309 01177 12 
Conſider therefore 2diy, flat the Bleſſed Virgin and 
= St. Joſeph were no ſooner ſenſible that they had-loft h. 
feſus, but they began to ſeek him without the Jealt 
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| delay; and they gave themſelves no reſt till they had 
| found him again; to teach us, — there ought cob fc 
i 125 | T's a oY 
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$9, manner ; of delay in ſcekin 55 tek nM, e 


we, perceive we have foft hi 
Yds be bn . hey made no Ra in d 
place. where they were; but haſtened back id. Jes 
ſalem, to find him there; not enduring' to temalu 
ever ſo; ſhort a time at a diſtance from W Bs. -5 
to ſpare no pains. either night or ng in 0 : 
and in uſing all means in our power, to come 10 
They ſought him ſorrowing, that is, with their ſouls full 
of grief and anguiſh, through the ſenſe they had of the 
* of their belaved : to teach us, that the true way 
0. End Jeſus when loſt, mult be by a /orrew-influ- 
co with” love; that is, by a contrite and bumble 
heart. They fought him with perſevet ange, aud 
not give over their ſearch, till they had effectually f 
him: to teach us not to deſiſt, upon meeting with 
-dificultics, and oppoſitions, in our ſearch, after Jeſus, 
"but 10 go on, with W till we recover his gra- 
company. 
Conſider 3dly, that Jeſus was wot found bythe Bleſſed wn 
Vir in and St.- 1 among their kindred and ac- 
quapntduch. Alas | he is too often loſt in the company 
and converſation” df our worldly friends; but is very. 
ſeldom to be found. there. The common converſation 
of the world is at the beſt but empty, worldly; and di- 
'ftrating ; and is out of faſhion to ſpeak, or think, ff 
Jeſus in the company of  worldlings. - Therefore the 7 
ph, ¶ foul that would effectually find him, Re withdraw as 
for much as may be from worldly company, and muſt enter 
hat into a kind of st retreat; ſhe muſt make the heſt 
of her way by ſpiritual reading, meditation and prayer, 
n to Ae God in Jeruſalem; or rather ſhe — | 1 
is} make a temple for her Jeſus within her own ſelf, and 
I ſeek him there by inward recollection. Tis the ſureſt 
and place to find him in. O ſinners, return to your o-. iti 
loft hearts, and you wil quickly find your God. When ' 
you went aſtray from him, yau went aſtray alſo from 4 | 
your own hearts, and from your inward. houſe; you: | il 1 
vows, at the ſame time both God and yourſelves. Re- 1 
turn i 
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turn home to your interiour, and you ſhall recover them 
beth a5 in POT a0 97 f14/it - 4 + 4 8490 

- fConditde; if at any time you have reaſbn to appre-| 
hEftl'thar you have loſt Jeſus, to withdraw inimediate- 
from the crowd, to ſeek him in his temple in your 
oben interiout and to give yourſelves no reſt till you | 
have found him there. There he will hear you; and 
chere he will teach you. e 
annere 
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nn. ONE? 
On thevlefſons our Lord Jeſus gives us in his pri- 
nnn 
AONSID ER firſt, thoſe words ſpoken by our 
Lord Jeſus to his parents, when they found him 
| Im the temple, in the midſt of the doctors, hearing them, 
and aſking them queſtions, Luke ii. Did you not know, 
ſaid he, that I muſt be about my Father's buſineſs ? He 
came down from heaven, not to do his own will, but the 
bill of him that ſent him, John. iv, 38. This, was-his 
Aal food, during his mortal life. My meat, {aid he, 
4 is to da the will of bim that ſent me. John iv. 34. This 
then was the exerciſe of his private life; which he ſpent 
| in obſcurity, and retirement, under a poor carpenter's . 
roof. He was all the while about the buſineſs of his 
| Father. He was ever doing the will of bis Father. All 
his thoughts and words, all his actions and omiſſions, 
were directed to his Father's glory. And this, is the 
[ ED we are to learn from him in his private life. 
We all of us, like him, came into this world for nothing 
| elſe but to do the will of God: we all of us gught to 
be ever about the buſineſs of our heavenly Father; all 
our thoughts, words, actions, and omiſſions, ought to be 
directed to him. O let us ſtudy well this great leſſon, 
which the Son of God employed ſo many years. in 

teaching ſ 2 | IV 443 a9; hs ad Ad 
i Conſider 2dly, how he went down with oſeph and 
Mary to Nazareth, and was ſubject to them, Luke ii. 51. 
O ſtand altoniſhed my foul, to ſee the Lord and —_— 
_ 0 
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every Day in the Year, 27 
heaven and earth, ſubmitting himſelf to his creatures, 
nd obedient to them ! O ſee how he ſerves them even 
the meaneſt offices ; how he works, with his 
cher, at his mechanic trade. But with what modeſty 
ad filence, with what recollection and application of 
is ſoul to his heavenly Father by continual adora- 
on, thankſgiving, oblation, and love, and by continual 
yer and interceſſion for us? Chriſtians, learn from 
his great example, to be ever humble, meek, and obe- 
ient. Learn to ſanctify your ordinary employments, 
. Jud even your common actions, by recollection and 
Mental prayer. Learn that even the higheſt perfection 
ay be found in the exerciſe of the loweſt and meaneſt 
ur ffices; if in theſe the ſoul do but take care to keep 
m loſe to her God, and to embrace him by love. 1 
2, Conſider 3dly, what is written of our Lord, with re- 
„ tion to this private part of his life. That Jeſus in- 
de Nreaſed in wiſdom and age, and grace with God and men, 
be uke ii. 52. Our Lord, who from the firſt moment 
is pf his conception, was full of all heavenly wi/dom anal 
e, {Wivine grace, was pleaſed in proportion to his advancing 
n age, to ſhew forth every day more than other in his 
vords and actions, the admirable treaſures of wiſdom 
nd grace that were hidden in his foul : to teach us to 
make a continual progreſs in the way of God; and to 
dvance every day by large ſteps, from virtue to virtue, 
ill we come wnto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 
de eee, the fulneſs of Chrift, Eph. iv. 13. | Chriſtians, 
©. No we ſeriouſly apply ourſelves to learn this excellent 
ig, Wellon? What progreſs have we hitherto made, afterſo 
to Inany years pretending to walk after Jeſus Chriſt in the . 147 
il Wray of virtue? Have we not for the moſt part rather 
de one backward than forward? O let us now at leaſt 
n, Pegin to be in earneſt! OWE 's 1 
n FF Conclude to learn of our Saviour all. thoſe leſſons 
 Fvbich he defires to teach us in his private life: parti- 
d ularly theſe three, 1. To be ever about the buſineſs of 
bur Father, 2, To be ever ſubmiſſive and obedient to 


his 
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his vice-gerents, and 3. To be ever making the beſt o. 
our way to him. 


& 


e een % 
On our Saviour's being baptiſed by St. John the | 
ONSIDER firſt, how St. John the Baptiſt, 
being ſent as a fore-runner of our Lord, to pre-| 
re the people for him, by preaching to them penance, 
and a thorough converſion from their ſins ; when 2 
multitude of publicans and other finners reſorted toſl 
him, and were baptiſed by him in the Jordan, confeſlingh 
their ſins, and receiving from him the rules of a new: 
life: Qur Lord Jeſus alſo came among them, as if ht 
had been one of their number, and ſtood in need of tha 
baptiſm of penance for the remiſſion of ſins; and de 
Ared to be baptiſed by him. Admire the humility « 
this Lamb of God, who came to take away the fins of th 
world; and yet here aſſociates himſelf with ſinners, and 
is willing to paſs for one of them. The Baptiſt was 
aſtoniſhed at it, and refuſed to baptiſe him, ſaying ; 
ought to be baptiſed by thee, and comeſt thou to me? But 
Jeſus inſiſted upon his doing it: for ſo it becometh ut, 
ſaid he, to fulfill all Juftice, (Matt. iii. 14, 15.) that is 
to exerciſe, and to give examples of all virtues ; among 
which humz/ity is the foundation, which ſuſtains all thi 
reſt, O give us thy grace, dear Lord, that we alſo 
may fulfill all juſtice, by the imitation of thy humility. 
Conſider 2dly, how our Lord Jeſus, having thus 
humbled himſelf, to fulfill all juſtice, was preſently ex- 
alted by his heavenly Father; when being baptiſed ani 
praying, heaven was opened: and the Holy Ghoft deſcended 
in a bodily ſhape, as a dove, upon him, and a voice cam 
from heaven: Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am wel 
pleaſed, Luke iii. 21, 22. Learn from hence my foul, 
that humility opens heaven, and conducts us to God 
and to all good. But ſee, alſo, how upon this occaſio 
of the baptiſm of Chriſt, the chief myſteries of Yeligio! 
$00 are 
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re diſplayed: ſee how the whole Bleſſed Trinity mani 
ts itſelf; the Father by his voice from heaven; the 
on in his human nature, aſſumed for us; and the Ho- 
y Ghoſt by deſcending in the ſhape of a dove. See 
ow the miſſion, and the whole Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
here ſolemnly authorized, with a formal declaration 
fthe dignity of his perſon, and of his unction and con- 


eſcending into the waters, ſanctifies them, in order to 
hoſe great effects of regeneration and renovation of the 
Poul, in the laver of baptiſm : ſee how. he buries as it 
ere the old Adam here, under the waters, and brings 
Wim forth a new man; opening heaven in his favour, 
nd imparting to him both his holy Spirit, and the 
ide and dignity of Son of God. O let us venes 
Fate theſe heavenly myſteries | let us here embrace our 
umble Saviour, the ſource of all our good. a 

Conſider 3dly, how our Lord began the functions of 
is miſhon, and the preaching of his Goſpel, from this 
ime of his being baptized ; and his being here ſolemn- 
y enden. to the world; not only by the repeated 


eavenly Father, and by the viſible deſcent of the Holy 
hoſt. But firſt, for our inſtruction, he was pleaſed, 
dy way of preparation, to withdraw himſelf from the 
onverſation of men, into a loneſome wilderneſs, and 
here to employ forty days in faſting and prayer; at 
he end of which time he ſuffered three different aſſaults 
ff temptation from Satan; and after overcoming this 
icked enemy, was viſited and-ſerved by Angels. Chri- 
ians, let us learn from this great example, in all our 
piritual undertakings, to ſeek firſt the aſſiſtance and 
lefling of heaven, by retirement, faſting, and prayer: 
et us learn, that theſe ſame are alſo the beſt arms a- 
gainſt all the temptations of the enemy: that we are 
ot to exſpect, how much ſoever we are retired from 
he world, to live without temptations; ſince Chriſt 
„„ inſelf was tempted; and tempted in the deſart: but 
mont we muſt, by his example, fight and overcome; 


and 
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<cration by the Spirit of God: ſee how the Son of God, 


eſtimonies of St. John Baptiſt, but by the voice of his 


= 
„ 2 IX % 0-27 2 — „ 3 Rx 
2 = 3 n 
1822 — 2 


24 MIDITATIONS for 
and that this is the way to heavenly comforts here, and 
to an immortal crown hereafter. 
Conclude to keep as cloſe as thou canſt to the Lord 
Jeſus, in every ſtep he takes; and to have thy eye al- 
ways upon him ; that thou mayſt copy out his virtues in 
thy life. DV 


January 14. 
On the ſacred name of Jeſus. 


For the firſt Sunday after the Oftave of the 
PIPHANY. 


FIONSIDER firſt, theſe words of the Apoſtle, 
Philip. ii. ſpoken of the eternal Son of God, in- {Wie 
earnate for us: He humbled himſelf becoming «bedient inc 


unto death, even the death of the croſs. Wherefore God im 


alſo hath exalted him, and hath given him a name which his 
is above every name; that in the name of TFeſus every 
Fnee ſhould bow, of thoſe that are in heaven, on earth, Il. 
and under the earth; and that every tongue ſbould con-Mior 
Ws that the Lord Jeſus Chrift is in the glory of God the ive 
ather, Chriſtians, let us then venerate this ſacred 
name, and all the myfteries and heavenly truths it con- Nn 1 
tains; which are ſo many, and fo great, that no tongue Meſs 
can ſufficiently expreſs them, nor heart conceive them, 
The name of Jeſus came from heaven: it ſignifies a Hut 
Saviour; but ſuch a Saviour, as ſhould deliver Nis peo- 
ple from their ſins; reconcile loſt man to God; pur- f ot 
chaſe for him mercy, grace, and ſalvation, and of a ſlave pill, 
of Satan, and a child of hell, make him a Son of God, N na 
and heir of heaven. O what has not our Lord Jeſus 
done, what has he not ſuffered that he might be ſuch a Wenit 
Jeſus to us! none but he could ever fulfil the import Mitir 
of this heavenly name: none but a Ged-man, an Emma- Nei 
nuel, that is, a God with us, could be a Jeſus to ſave 
his people from their ſins, and be to them a never-fail- 
ing, ſource, of all true good; even to that degree a8 to 
make them in a manner Partners in his divinity. 9 c p 
F on- 


every Day in tber Nr. 
Conſider 24ly, that the name of Jeſus is a fame 
irtue and of power : in this name the churches of God 
ere planted throughout the earth. In this name the 
\poſtles wrought all kind of miracles; and even raiſel 
he dead to life. By this name millions of martyrs have 
pvercome death in all its ſhapes. This name has pen 
bled the deſarts with holy ſolitaries; and every nation of 
he chriſtian world, in every age, with innumerable 
aints, who looking upon Jeſus the author and finiſher of 
heir faith, have, through his name, overcome the 
orld, the fleſh, and the devil, and are now ſet down 
ith Jeſus in his throne, according to the promiſe he 
as made to them that conquer in his name, Rev. iii. 
21, Tothis ſacred name ſo many mighty monarchs havg 
ielded themſelves captives ; ſubmitting both themſelves 
nd their kingdoms to this great conqueror; and often- 
imes leàving even their crown and ſcepter for the love of 
his divine name. O kingdom of Jeſus, kingdom of mer- 
y and grate, when wilt thou extend thy 8 over 


| 


\ 


hb, Il the univerſe: ;3- and bring all kings and people, all na- 
n- {ions and All hearts, to bow down, to embrace, and to 
hive all praiſe and glory to this adorable name? 


Conſider 3dly; that the name of Jeſus carries with it 
n unſpeakable majeſty, tempered with humility, meek- 
ue Hieſs, fweetneſs, and love; inaſmuch as it expreſſes to 
m. Ws a G made man, even a poor, meek and humble man, 
s aut of a pure love for us. It ſhews forth to us all the 
20- Nivine attributes, ſtooping, as I may ſay to the work 
ur- f our redemptton, in order to raiſe us up from the dung 
ave pill, and to bring us to a heavenly kingdom. Fo/u is 
od, ¶ name of mercy, # nate of comfort, à name of grace 
ſus nd ſalvation : it promiſes pardon and forgivetreff to all 
h a Penitent ſinriers ; it preaches to therh deliveratice from 
ort Micir ſtavery, and from their bonds z the diſcharge of Al. 
nin debts z the healing ef all' their maladies; ant the 
efcuing *thein © frombtall theif enemies, and from the 
ath to come It ſupports the Chriſtian pilgrim under 
to ne his labgurs'; it oomforts kim in all his àfffictions; 
is his. xbfuge in al dutgers; it᷑ ſets beſbre ffn we 
WII. I. n 33 
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26 MepiTaTions yer 
ſource of all his good; it encourages him to pray with 
an aſſurance that there is nothing but what he may obtain 
if he prays in the name of his Saviour. It puts to flight all 
the powers of hell; they cannot bear that ſacred name. 
It conquers the world and the fleſh ; in fine, it opens 
heaven to all its true lovers and followers. O ſacred 
name, mayſt thou be always in our hearts, and in' our 
mouths ! It was ſo with the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul : 
O may we like him, find all things in Jeſus 

Conclude ever to venerate the divine name of Jeſus, 
as preſenting to your ſouls the principal object of the 
Chriſtian's faith; the ſtrongeſt grounds of his Hope; 
and the chiefeſt motive, and ah powerful attractive, 
to engage his /ove : viz. a God incarnate, and crucihed} 
for us. Thus may you exerciſe, as often as you hear 


this ſacred name, all the three theological virtues, o 
faith, hope, and love of God. 


January 15. he 

On our Lord's changing water into wine, at tie 
| marriage-feaſt of Cana, St. John ii. 
FYONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of the Goſpel wh. 
There was a marriage in Cana of Galilee, and t lud. 
mother of Feſus was there, And Jeſus alſo was invitedMiiye 
and his diſciples. Happy marriage which our Lord waWnot 
pleaſed to honour with his preſence, and with his fifi moi 
miracle! he himſelf was the author and firſt inftituto 
of marriage: and therefore was pleaſed to give it a ſane Lor 
tion, and a bleſſing, by aſſiſting at it. He came ti 


marry, as it were, by his incarnation, our human na whi. 


| _ your this marriage (in which the contracting partie 


ture with his divine perſon: he came to marry himſe iii mak 
to his church, and by imparting to it a ſpiritual gracelof 
to raiſe Chriſtian matrimony to the dignity of a fac Wit 
ment; which ſhould be a ſacred and myſterious ſign ¶ ¶ wed 
this perpetual union with his church: he came to eſpoulMorde: 
our ſouls to himſelf ; and therefore was pleaſed to fafMunit: 


were, in all appearance, allied both in blood and vi! 
— 


every Day in tbe Nar. 27 
ue, with his bleſſed mother) with his firſt miracle. O 


heir wedding! O how unhappy are they who when 
hey marry, /hut out God from themſelves, and from their 
ind, to give themſelves to their luſt, Tob. vi. 17. Over 
5% the devil hath power : becauſe they invite him, ra- 
her than Jeſus, to their wedding. And is not this the 
rue cauſe why ſo many marriages are unhappy for want 
of the bleſſing of Jeſus ? | | 
Conſider 2dly, how, in the midſt of the marriage- 
Wcaſt, wine was wanting, to teach us, how deceitful are 
ill the pleaſures of the world, and how often they fail 
us, when we expect the moſt from them. O 'tis Je- 
us alone can furniſh our immortal ſouls, with the true 
wine that cheareth the heart of man. "Tis his love alone 
an preſent us with pure delights, which bring with 
hem joy and peace, and a certain fore-taſte of heaven. 
He often changes, in favour of his friends, even the wa- 
ters of the torrent in the way, into delicious wine, by 
he conſolations he gives them in their labours and af- 
lictions, and the ſpiritual bleſſings of his grace, for 
the advancing their ſouls in divine love, and bringing 
them nearer to himſelf, the ſource of all ſweetneſs : 
whilſt the world, the fleſh and the devil, do but de- 
Jude us, by flattering our ſenſes at firſt with a falſe 
ſweetneſs, which quickly comes to an end; and leaves 
nothing behind it but bitterneſs, diſcontent, and re- 
morſe. ' #44 
Conſider 3dly, that this miraculous change, made by our 
Lord, of water into wine, (which was his firſt miracle) 
was a prelude to another more miraculous change, 
which he made at his laſt ſupper, and will continue to 
make, by his miniſters, even to the end of the world, 


With this wonderful miracle, he daily honours the 
wedding feaſt of his own eſpouſals with our fouls, in 
order to communicate himſelf to his ſpouſes and to 
unite them to himſelf. And by the means of this com- 
munication of himſelf to us, he operates anether no 


vil | D 2 leſs 


ow happy were they in inviting Jeſus and Mary te 


of bread and wine into his own body and blood. 
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28 MrDITATTONS e 8 
leſs. wonderful change in us, by which he changes uf 
in a manner into himſelf. The corporeal food weſt 


take is by the means of our natural heat daily changed 
into our fleſh and blood: but this ſpiritual food likeſ 


the fire, whichchanges all things into itſelf, is not changed 
into our ſubſtance, but changes and transforms our ſoub 
as it were, into its own nature, to make then 
one with this bread of life; here by grace, here- 
after by glory. O miraculous change] O bleſſed con- . 
verſion |! 4 
Conclude to be ever thankful for all the wonder, 
which the fon of God has wrought, and continues daily 
to work for thee. But. particularly join with the church b 
at this time of the Epiphany, in celebrating with love, 
and gratitude, thoſe three miracles, which were theMf © 
forerunners of, and introductions to all thy good, thy © 
vocation to the true faith, thy being regenerated in n 
Chriſt, by baptiſm; and admitted to his heavenly feaſt * 
in the blefſed Euchariſt in which thou art incorporated ** 
with him. O who can ever ſufficiently love him, andi ! 


praiſe him, for theſe great wonders of his love to us 


Fanuary 16. h 


| On the neceſſity of conſideration. A 
ONSIDER firſt, and take a view of the whole ©: 


Chriſtian world, and ſee how much Satan and t. 
fin every where reign. See how many thouſands in he 
every nation, of all degrees and conditions, paſs their * 
lives in mortal ſin, with little or no concern, or ap- le 
prehenſion, either of death, judgment, or hell: ſee how b 
they wallow in the mire of carnal pleaſures: ſee how 
they indulge their paflions, and prefer every empty 8 
toy, meer bubbles, before their immortal ſouls; before 
their God, and a happy eternity: ſee how number *' 
of them, even live without God, and in a total for- © 
. getfulneſs of him: then ſee how hell opens wide is. 
Jaws, and daily ſwallows down thouſands of them; li 
Cut off alas in the midſt of their ſins, when they leaſt 


expected 
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expected it, and hurried away in a moment from their 
ſhort-lived, empty, and deceitful ſatisfactions, to dread- 


vel : I 
ful, and everlaſting torments. And whence proceeds 

Ke all this diſmal ſcene of evils, but from the want of * 

«fl conſideration ? with deſolation is all the earth made 


deſolate, faith the prophet, becauſe there is none that con- 
dereth in the heart. Jerem. xii . . | 

Conſider 2dly, the great truths which the Chriſtian 
faith teaches. That there is a God of infinite majeſty, } 
whoſe eye is always upon us: A God infinitely good, 
and infinitely juſt; and who hates wilful fin with an 
infinite hatred. A God, who is our firſt beginning, 
and our laſt end, our creator and redeemer to whom we 
belong by all kind of titles: who made us for himſelf ; 
and ſent us hither upon no other errand, and for no 
other buſineſs, but to love and ſerve him in this world, 
and to be eternally happy with him in the next : that 
there is another life hereafter, in -compariſon with 
which the preſent is but a moment: that death will 
quickly ſeparate us from all theſe viſible things, and 
ſend us into another region, where all that worldlings 
here ſet their hearts on, will appear as ſmoak : that there 
is a judgment to come: and that there is a heaven, and a 
hell, &c. Alltheſe are articles of the Chriſtian faith: and 
all moſt certainly true; and in themſelves very moving. 
And do all Chriſtians believe theſe truths ? they mutt - | 
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ole believe them, or they are no Chriſtians, - But how i 

ma then is it poſſible they ſhould live as the generality do? 
in how is it poſſible that ſuch as believe all theſe things WR 
geit ihould live on in fin, and walk in the broad road that 
ap- leads to hell? O ! *tis for want of conſideration. *Tis #8 
owl becauſe they don't think. 1 


owl Conſider 3dly, that the great difference between tje 
pty £20d and the bad Chriſtian, is that the one thinks 
ore well on the truths he believes, and by that means lets 
en them fink deep into his ſoul, and take root there, ſo 
or- that they bring forth in him the fruits of all virtues-: | 
it whereas the other does not think; and therefore is 
n; little or nothing affected with the truths of the goſpel: {17 
_ D 3 ey 
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they make no impreſſion upon him; becauſe his faith 
is aſleep, or rather dead, for want of conſideration. O 

what wonderful effects have we not ſeen produced in 
the world by conſideration? how many, even of 8 
the greateſt ſinners, have been reclaimed by it; and 
| drawn back from the very jaws of hell? how many | 
has it ſent out of the midſt of Babylon to ſeek their God 
in ſolitude ; and to conſecrate their lives to him. O 
that men would but think, what a reformation ſhould | 
we ſee in the world ! O 'tis thinking is the true way to 
heaven; and not thinking the high road to hell! 
Conclude to allow thyſelf daily ſome time to medi- 
tate upon ſome or other of the great truths, that relate 
to God and eternity. *Tis one of the beſt means thou . 
Haſt to ſecure thy ſoul. LT that will not think of BF? 
theſe things now, will infallibly think on them here- all 
after, when their thinking will only ſerve to encreaſe “ 
their eternal miſery. 


Hi 

| | g0 
January 17. tl 

On the conſideration of God. W 


ONSIDER firſt, that we cannot be ſaved Nen 
| without the knowledge of God, and ſuch a know- in: 
ledge, as may effectually influence our lives, and com- (cl 
mand both our love and obedience. Now we can lot 
neither know God, nor love him as we ought, with- di: 
out the help of conſideration. Tis conſideration that ¶ for 
diſcovers to us his infinite beauty and perfection; and the c, 
many preſſing motives we have to dedicate ourſelves iſ is 
wholly to his love and ſervice. Tis conſideration ſets | 
before our eyes his eternal love, and all his benefits IM for 
to us, and convinces us that he is both infinitely charm- I an 
ing and lovely in, himſelf, and infinitely good to us. IM w. 
Without conſideration, we know theſe things, as if H. 
ve knew them not: we have eyes and ſee not, But ſo 
When theſe truths are duly weighed and conſidered by lo. 
me ſoul; 'tis then the light of the knowledge of God, IM lic 
1 | beguns 
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egins to diſpel our darkneſs; and in our meditation 
e fire of his love breaks forth into flames, which 
eetly carry up the ſoul tcwards their heavenly ele- 
ent, which is with God; and hinder her from ever 
proetting him. os 
Conſider 2dly, how large a field we have in God 
or our meditation, whether we confider him as he is 
himſelf, and in his own divine attributes ; or with 
relation to what he is to us, and the titles he has been 
pleaſed to aſſume in our regard. He is in himſelf 
ternal, that is, without beginning, without end, with- 
put change, ſelf-exiſtent, independent : he 1s being it- 
ſelf, he alone properly is; I am who am, ſays he, Exod. 
iii. all other things are juſt nothing at all; they have 
no being but from him, and in him: he is the being of 
all beings. He is immenſe and incomprehenſible, and 
every way infinite: he hills heaven and earth? creat- 
ing, preſerving, moving, ruling, ſupporting all things. 
He is infinitely wiſe, infinitely powerful, inte 
good, infinitely juſt, infinitely merciful, he is beauty 
itſelf, truth itſelf, and all perfection. See my foul 
what an immenſe field we have here for our conſidera- 
tions! It has no end. Here is more than enough to 
employ us for all eternity; in this vaſt ocean of the 
infinite perſections of the Deity, the bleſſed them 
ſelves can find no bottom. Here they are happily Ws 
loſt in the contemplation of him, who though he 
h- diſcovers himſelf to them face to face, and fills their 
at fouls with heavenly pleaſure, remains nevertheleſs in- | 


he WW comprehenſible, even to the higheſt angels, becauſe he f 


dog 
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es is every way infinite. ä 4 
ts Conſider 3dly, that there ſtill remains an ample fiel i 
its for meditation to help us to acquire the knowledge 
n- and love of God, in the manifold conſiderations of 100 
6. what God is in our regard, and how good to us. 0 
if He is our ſovereign good: he alone can ſatisfy our 
ut WW fouls, He has "a, us firſt: He is our ancient A! þ 
by lover? He is our eternal lover; his thought and 1 
„, beart is always upon us. He is a diſintereſteee! 
5 lover: 
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lover: a moſt faithful, and moſt conſtant lover, 
whoſe love never forſakes them, that do not firſt for- 
ſake his love. He is our maker, and our redeemer; 
the beſt of Fathers; the beſt of friends, the ſpouſe offi 
our ſouls, He ever deſires to come and dwell with 
us, and in us; and to impart all his heavenly treaſures Y 
to us; in a word to give himſelf to us, and to take us 
to himſelf, And are not here ſufficient motives toi 
oblige us to love this great and good God; infinitelyſ 
good in himſelf, and infinitely good to us? is it poſ- 

' ible. that a generous heart, made through love and] 
for love, ſhould hold out againſt ſuch preſſing conſide- 
rations as theſe, ſo far as to refuſe a return of love! 
O divine love, *tis only becauſe thou art thought of 
ſo little, that thou art ſo little known in this wretched 
world; and 'tis only becaufe thou art ſo little known, 
that thou art ſo little loved. O 'tis conſideration then 
is both the true way to know thee, and the true way] 
to love thee | 
Conclude ever to ſeek by daily conſiderations and to 6, 
cheriſh in thy ſoul, this ſaving and ſavoury knowledge B. 
of God; as the ſource of divine love and of all thy ;þ 
good. And remember that a deluge of all evils, will ;;; 
come pouring in upon the ſoul, where this knowledge 1 


God is wanting, Ofee iv. 1, 2. an 
| th 
| ol 

January 18. 

On the conſideration of the law of God. af 


ONSIDER firſt, that, in order to our ſalva- or 

tion, we muſt alſo have a right knowledge of the he 
holy law and commandments of God: we multi b 
know all the precepts and maxims of the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus Chriſt: and we muſt know them in ſuch a manner * 
as to be practically convinced of the beauty of this di- 
vine law, of the equity of theſe commandments ; of the 
excellence of theſe heavenly precepts, of the truth of Ml }, 
theſe Goſpel maxims ; that ſo we may heartily em- | 

__ brace 
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race them, love them, and keep them. Now this in- 


ers a neceſſity of a ſerious and frequent meditation on 

od's holy law; without which we ſhall not even 
now as we ought the duties and obligations of a Chri- 
ian life; much leſs ſhall we have a due eſteem and 
Dove for theſe divine ſtatutes and ordinances, which our 
reat King has made to be for us the way to true life. 
SO | Bled is the man whoſe will is in the law of the 

ord e and who ſhall meditate on it day and night. And 
he ſhall be like a tree which is planted near the running 
waters, which ſhall bring forth its fruit in due ſeaſon ; 
and his leaf ſhall not fall off : and all whatſoever he ſball 
do ſhall proſper. Pſ. i. happy meditation, which is 
the ſource of ſo much good ! unhappy they who ſeldom 


think of this divine law, and therefore neither love it, 


nor keep it ! 

Canſider 2dly, that, even under the old teſtament, 
God required of his people, that they ſhould continu- 
ally meditate on his divine commandments, Deuter, vi. 
6, &c. Theſe wards which I command thee this day ſhall 
be in thy heart : and thou ſhalt tell them to thy children, and 
thau ſhalt meditate upon them, fitting inthy houſe, and wall- 
ing on thy journey, lying down to bed, and riſing up, And 
thou ſhalt bind them as a ſign on thy hand, and they ſhall be, 
and ſhall mave,between thy eyes. And thou ſhalt writethemin 
the entry, and on the deors of thy hauſe. Now if under the 
old law, (when ſo great perfection was not expected of 
the faithful as now) God was pleaſed to require this cloſe 
application of the ſoul to the meditating on his divine 
precepts; how much more does he now expect it from 
us, under the new covenant of grace and love, in which 
he delivers his commandments to us, not graven on ta- 
bles of ſtone, but on the tables of the heart; not to be 
laid up in the ark, or depoſited in an earthly ſanctuary, 
but to be laid up within us, in the true ſanctuary of God 
in our ſouls ? Chriſtians, this is our glory, and our wiſ- 
dom, this is our happineſs above all other people, to 


have the divine law written in our hearts : to keep it | 1 


there by love and affection, and to read it there by at- 
| tention 
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. tention and meditation, leſt otherwiſe we loſe ſo great a 
treaſure. _ 1 
Conſider 3dly, what were the ſentiments of the royal 
prophet, with regard to the law and commandments of 
God, and the duty of meditating continually upon 
them. He has abundantly declared them in the 118th 
pſalm, (alias 119th) where there is ſcarce one verſe, in 
which the beauty and excellence of the divine law, the 
love and obſervance of it, the great happineſs of keep- 
ing it, and the many advantages of meditating upon it, 
are not ftrongly inculcated, For which reaſon the 
church, in her canonical hours of prayer, appoints this| 
pſalm for the daily devotion of her children, in order 
to inſpire into them the like ſentiments, with relation 
to the holy law and commandments of God, and to 
oblige them daily to meditate upon theſe divine ordi- 
nances. Chriſtians, can any thing elſe be of ſo great 
importance to you, as to ſtudy well the true way to a 
happy eternity ? Can any other ſcience deſerve your at- 
tention in compariſon with this ? Is not your all here 
at ſtake? And what other. way is there to ſecure to 
our ſouls a happy eternity, but the knowing and keep- 
ing the law and commandments of God? Tis this then 
calls for your ſtudy and attention by daily conſiderations 
and aa d | 
Conclude to turn henceforwards your thoughts from 


vain and curious ſearches into things little or nothing to WM ©" 
your purpoſe ; to the daily conſidering on what God v0 
requires of you by his holy law, what you are to do to © 
pleaſe him, and to fave your ſouls, what your duty is 

to him; and what his will is in your regard. The A 


ſtudying this is our great buſineſs. O how little will p 
all other ſciences avail, if this be negleCted | | ) 


every Day in the Year, 


January 19. 
On the conſideration of ourſelves. 


ONSIDER firſt, that, beſides the obligation we 
lie under of daily conſideration, in order to know 
God, and our duty to him, there is another branch of 
eceſſary knowledge, which alſo calls for our ſerious 
attention and meditation: and this is the knowledge of 
ourſelves. * This is the higheſt and moſt profitable 
£ leflon, * ſays the devout 4 Kempis, truly to know, 
© and to deſpiſe ourſelves. * The knowledge of our- 
ſelves is the foundation of true humility, which is the 
virtue that teaches us to deſpiſe ourſelves : and humili 
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is the foundation of all other virtues; they have all a 


neceſſary dependance upon it. So that the knowledge 


of ourſelves is, in effect, the foundation of all virtues. 


Now this knowledge of ourſelves is not to be acquired 
without frequent and ſerious conſideration. For to know 
ourſelves right we muſt conſider attentively our origin 
and extraction; what we have hitherto been; what we 
are now at preſent ; and what we ſhall be by and by: 
and ſuch conſiderations as theſe will open our eyes, 
and will convince us, what poor wretches we are; 
and how little reaſon we have to be proud; and, on the 
contrary, how many urgent reaſons we have to deſpiſe 
ourſelves, and to be thoroughly humble. 


* 


Conſider therefore 2dly, your extraction, as to your 1. 


body, out of dirt and corruption, as to your ſoul, out of | 


nothing ; and that whatſoever you have, either as to bo- 


dy or foul, above meer nothing, is not of your on 1703 


growth, but the property of your maker. Reflectthat you 


no ſooner came into a being, but you were defiled win 


ſin; and were children of wrath. That your whole 


life has hitherto been one continued courſe of ſin and 
ingratitude, And ah] how often have you fallen into 
that worſt of evils, that bottomleſs pit, of mortal fin'? 


And what a dreadful figure did you then make in the f 
fight {4 
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ſight of God, and his holy Angels? What confuſion, 
what horror, what an eternal damnation was then your 
due? And is not this ſtill your caſe at this day? And 
what title have you then to any regard, either from 
God or man? What claim to any benefit, or ſervice 
from any of God's creatures? Or what juſt complaint 
can you make, if all the world ſhould abhor you, as a 
traitor to God, a ſlave to the devil, and a victim of 
hell; and all creatures ſhould join together againſt you, | 
to revenge upon you the cauſe of their creator? Reflect 
alſo on the many miſeries you daily lie under, the 
ſmall light there is in you, for the diſcerning true good 
from that which is only ſo in appearance ; the ſtrength 
of your paſſions, and ſelf- love; your perpetual repug- 
nance to the taking true pains for acquiring real goods, 
and the violent bent of your inclinations to evil. And 
then conſider how ſoon death will be with you, and 
ſend your bodies to the worms, and your ſouls to the 
| bar of divine juſtice, under a dreadful uncertainty as to 
your eternal lot. And ſee if, in the conſideration of 
theſe things, you will not find matter enough to cure 
your pride, and to bring you to a true ſenſe of your 
manifold miſery and corruption; that ſo you may 
learn entirely to diſtruſt in yourſelves ; to be ever hum- 
ble; and to place your whole confidence in God. 
Conſider 3dly, the other great advantages which the 
foul acquires by often entering into herſelf, by the means 
of ſerious conſideration ; and taking an impartial view 
of the whole ſtate of her own interiour. Here ſhe diſ- 
covers her ſpiritual maladies, (to which before ſhe was a 
ſtranger) and ſhe is enabled by this diſcovery, to ſeek 
and to apply proper remedies to all her evils. Here ſhe 
finds out the ſecret ambuſhes of her enemies, eſpecially 
thoſe more ſubtle ones of her pride and ſelf-love, which 
WE) are continually ſeeking to impoſe upon her, and deceive 
her. Here ſhe learns to diſcern between the different 
WH motions. of nature and grace, to watch over her own 
heart, to regulate its affections and inclinations z 10 
BW guard againſt her paſſions, and to order her whole inte- 
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riour in ſuch manner as to be agreeable to him who de- 
ſires to make it his everlaſting temple. O how hap- 
py it is for the foul thus to know herſelf ! ah, what 
will it avail a man to know all things elſe, if he be a 
ſtranger to himſelf ! | | 
Conclude to make the knowledge of thyſelf one of F 
thy principal ſtudies for the future. The Saints have 
always conſidered the knowledge of God, and the 
knowledge of themſelves, as the moſt neceſſary of all 
ſciences. O ſtudy. well, by the means of daily medi- 
tation, this ſcience of the Saints in both its parts. Daily 
| BY pray with St. Auguſtine, noverim te, noverim me. Lord, 


i {WW give me grace to know thee : Lord, give me grace to 
know myſelf, 


January 20. 
On our firſt beginning. 


ONSIDER firſt, my ſoul, that not very long 
ago thou hadſt no being at all; nor any ſhare in 
the tranſactions of the world: thou waſt not even ſo much 
as thought of by any creature upon earth. In this low a- 
byſs of nothing thou hadſt been ingulfed from all eternity: g 
and there of thyſelf thou muſt have remained to all eter-. 
nity, infinitely beneath the condition even of the mean- 14 
; 


eſt inſect, or the moſt inconſiderable of all God's crea- 
y Wtures : fo that whatſoever thou haſt at preſent above this 
- nere nothing, is no acquiſition of thy own, nor any pro- 
a Jbperty of thine, but the pure gift of thy Maker. Down 
k then with all ſelf- conceit and preſumption: down with jt þ 
ce all vain glory: acknowledge thy true origin, thy original be 
y ovothing: fir always down in the loweſt place, even 

N. 

| 


1 In the centre of thy nothing : aſcribe nothing to thy- i 

e Nef, as of thy own growth, but thy manifold fins: i 

it Neve the whole glory of all the reſt to thy Maker. . 
Conſider 2dly, who it was that drew thee out of that 

deep abyſs of nothing, into this being, which thou now 

- auoyeſt: who gave thee this power of thinking, this 

r . E con- 
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conſcious life, this will, this memory, this under- 
ſtanding; who made for thee this ſoul and body? 
no other but he that made heaven and earth; even 
the eternal, immenſe infinite Deity. And how came 
this great God to think of making thee ? what did he 
| fee in thee, that could move him to love thee ; and to 
| beſtow this being upon thee? O it was nothing but his 
own infinite goodneſs : for there could be nothing in 
thee worthy of his love : he ſtood in no need of thee: 
thou couldſt do him no ſervice. O!] embrace then, 
with all the powers of thy ſoul, this infinite goodneſs 
of thy God. Give thy whole being to him, who has 
given it all to thee, Dedicate thy whole ſelf to his love 
and ſervice, for time and eternity. 
Conſider 3dly, that God made thee after his own image 
and likeneſs, that he might engage thee the more to love 
him. This image and likeneſs is in thy foul, which is a 
Jpiritual being; and in the ſpiritual powers of thy ſoul, thy 
free will, which nothing controuls, and which can be 
ſatisfied with nothing leis than God; and thy under- 
ſtanding, which is capable of ſoaring above all things, 
viſible and inviſible, and reaching to the contemplation 
of God himſelf, O Jet not then this noble ſpirit lie 
any longer groveling in the mire of the earth ! Let 
not this will, that was made to be a queen, be a ſlave 
to fleſh and blood, Let not this underſtanding, this 
mind, this thought, that ſhould contemplate heavenly 
truths, be bowed down to empty earthly toys. 
Conclude to be ever mindful, of thy own nothing: 
and that thou haſt received all thou haſt from the pure 
bounty of God. The ſenſe and remembrance of this 
WW truth will teach thee, always to deſpiſe thyſelf, and to 
W love thy Maker with all thy ſtrength, 


_ 


every Day in the Year. 


January 21. 
On our laſt end. 


'S ONSIDER firſt, my foul, why thou cameft 
hither ? what is thy buſineſs in this mortal life? 
for what end has God made thee ? upon what errand Wil 
has he ſent thee hither ? this ſhould have been the ſubject Wil 
of thy meditation from thy firſt coming to the uſe of 
reaſon : and haſt thou ever yet ſeriouſly thought on it? 
thou canſt not here plead ignorance : for one of the 
firſt things thou waſt taught; was that thou waſt 
made for God; and that the buſineſs for which thou 
cameſt into the world, was to know him, love him, 
and ſerve him here, and ſo to come to enjoy him 
hereafter, in a happy eternity. O how noble, how 
glorious, how bleſſed is this end, for which thou waſt 
made ! O how good is thy God, who has made thee 
for himſelf, and for heaven ; and even from all eternity, 
has deſigned this happineſs for thee ? 

Conſider 2dly, that properly ſpeaking, thou haſt but 
one thing to do in this mortal life; and that is no other 
than to anſwer this end, for which thou waſt made, by 8 
dedicating thyſelf, in good earneſt, to the love and fer- 
vice of thy Maker. This is that one thing neceſſary, ||| 
Luke x. 42. If thou apply thyſelf ſeriouſly to this great 
buſineſs, all is well: if thou neglect this, all will be loft : i 
whatever ſucceſs thou mayſt meet with in any thing 
elle, O what will it avail a man, to gain the whole 
world, if he loſe his awn ſoul, and with his foul, loſe 
his God, and a happy eternity? O let all other buſi- 
neſs then be ſubordinate to this: let all that no ways 
conduces to this, be deſpiſed as vain and unprofitable : 
et all that is oppoſite to this be avoided, rejected and 
abhorred, as hurtful and pernicious. O how true is it, | 
vanity of vanities ,and all is vanity, beſides the loving 
God, and ſerving him alone. Kemps, | 
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40 MEDITATIONS er 
Conſider 3dly, the great blindneſs and miſery of 
worldlings who live in a continual neglect, and forget- 
fulneſs of this their only buſineſs: whoſe purſuits are 
| after mere vanities ; who weary themſelves, like chil- 
| dren, in running after butterflies ; in catching at bub- 
bles, and empty ſhadows; ſuch as vain honours, falſe 
riches, and deceitful pleaſures, that laſt but one mo- 
ment ; and for theſe they forfeit God and eternity. 
And has not this, O my ſoul, been hitherto thy own 

caſe? O be confounded at the thought of thy having 
been ſo ſtrangely ſenſeleſs, and fo very wretched. 
Deteſt the errors of thy paſt life: and now at leaſt 
reſolve to mind thy true and only buſineſs, and to turn 
to thy God with all thy heart. | 

Conclude, fince God is both thy firſt beginnit.*;, and 
thy laſt end; ſince thou art made by him, and tor him, 
and all thy powers, ſenſes and faculties are deſigned to 
bring thee to him; to employ them all henceforward 
in ſerving and glorifying him: thus only ſhalt thou 
find true comfort here, and heaven hereafter. 


January 22. 
On the titles God bas to our ſervice 
\ONSIDER firſt, that we belong to God, by 


all manner of titles; and therefore cannot with- 
out the moſt crying injuſtice alienate any part of our 
being from him, or refuſe to-employ our whole ſelves 
in his divine ſervice, we are his by creation ; becauſe 
he made us; and made us for himſelf ; and therefore 
has given us a Soul, capable of knowing, loving and 
enjoying him; and not able to find any true reſt or 
ſatisfaction but in him. Our whole being is from him: 
our whole ſoul and body, with all our powers, ſenſes 
and faculties belong to him: all whatſoever we poſ⸗ 
ſeis, interiourly, or exteriourly, is all his. And as 
che fund is his, ſo the whole produce ought to be his. 


As we are abſolutely and entirely his property; ww 
a 
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all our time, and all our talents, are but lent us by 
him; ſo are we indiſpenſably obliged to dedicate all 
- our. hours, all our thoughts, words and actions to him. 
And have we ever rightly conſidered this obligation ? 
We belong to God in like manner, by the title of con- 
ſervation, by which he preſerves and maintains every 
moment the being he has given us : otherwiſe we ſhould 
preſently return again to our ancient nothing. So that 
as in every moment we have an obligation to him for 
our continuance in being what we are: ſo every mo- 
ment we are obliged to be his. | 
Conſider 2dly, that we belong alſo to God, and 
that in a very particular manner, by our redemption ; 
by which the Son of God has purchaſed us for himſelf 
and for his Father with his own moſt precious blood, 
For we had fold ourſelves to Satan: we were become 
his ſlaves: we had no longer any ſhare in God; or 
title to him, we were rebels and traitors to him by 
ſin; and as ſuch we ſtood condemned to death and to 
hell. But behold, the Son of God, out of pure love 
and compaſſion, comes down from heaven to redeem 
us; he pays himſelf the price of our ranſom, a great 
price indeed; even the laſt drop of his own moſt ſa- 
cred blood; to deliver us from Satan, fin and hell ; to 
reconcile us to his Father, and to purchaſe mercy, 
grace and falvation for us. So that now by virtue of 
this redemption he claims us as his own property : and 
it would be a facrilegious robbery to pretend to 
alienate again from him theſe ſouls of ours, which he 
has purchaſed for himſelf with his own blood: It 
would be even in the language of the apoſtle, treading 


IN 
under foot the Son of God, and efteeming the blood of 


the covenant unclean, with which we were ſandified. 
Heb, x. 29. 


Conſider 3dly, that we belong alſo to God, by ſo- M if 


lemn vows and covenants, and by the dedication, by 
which we were happily and holily, dedicated and con- 
ſecrated to him in our baptiſm, and confirmation; and 


lanCtified to be his temples for ever. Now all thoſe [lh 
E 3 things, 0 
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all our time, and all our talents, are but lent us by 
him; ſo are we indiſpenſably obliged to dedicate all 
our hours, all our thoughts, words and actions to him. 
And have we ever rightly conſidered this obligation ? 
We belong to God in like manner, by the title of con- 
ſervation, by which he preſerves and maintains every 
moment the being he has given us : otherwiſe we ſhould 
preſently return again to our ancient nothing. So that 
as in every moment we have an obligation to him for 
our continuance in being what we are ; ſo every mo- 
ment we are obliged to be his. | 
Conſider 2dly, that we belong alſo to God, and 
that in a very particular manner, by our redemption ; 
by which the Son of God has purchaſed us for himſelf 
and for his Father with his own moſt precious blood. 
For we had fold ourſelves to Satan : we were become 
his ſlaves: we had no longer any ſhare in God; or 
title to him, we were rebels and traitors to him b 
ſin; and as ſuch we ſtood condemned to death and to 
hell. But behold, the Son of God, out of pure love 
and compaſſion, comes down from heaven to redeem 
us; he pays himſelf the price of our ranſom, a great 
price indeed; even the laſt drop of his own moſt ſa- 
cred blood; to deliver us from Satan, fin and hell; to 
reconcile us to his Father, and to purchaſe mercy, 
grace and falvation for us. So that now by virtue of 
this redemption he claims us as his own property : and 
it would be a facrilegious robbery to pretend to 
alienate again from him theſe ſouls of ours, which he 
has purchaſed for himſelf with his own blood: It 
would be even in the language of the apoſtle, treading 


under foot the Son of God, and efteeming the blood of 


the covenant unclean, with which we were ſanftified. 
Heb, x. 29. | 


Conſider 3dly, that we belong alſo to God, by ſo- % | il 


lemn vows and covenants, and by the dedication, by 
which we were happily and holily, dedicated and con- 
ſecrated to him in our baptiſm, and confirmation; and 
ſanctified to be his temples for ever. Now all thoſe 
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chings, that are once ſolemnly confecrated to God; 


MPDpITATIONS for 


and more eſpecially ſuch as are made the temples of the 
living God, muſt be always his: and it would be 2 
moſt grievous ſacriledge . to pervert them from his ſervice 


to profane uſes; and therefore it would be highly cri- 


pared with theſe ? O how glorious a dignity it is to be 


minal in us to pervert theſe ſouls of ours from the love 
and ſervice of their God, to whom they have been thus 
ſolemnly dedicated; and to profane and defile them, by 
wilful ſin. We r to him alſo in quality of our 
king, our father, our Lord and maſter, the great ſo- 
vereign of the whole univerſe, the being of all beings 
&c. and upon all theſe, and many more titles, his di- 
vine Majeſty challenges our love and ſervice, as his 
undoubted right; O let us never be ſo miſerable as to 
refuſe him, what he ſo juſtly claims. Let us look upon 
it as our greateſt happineſs that we belong entirely to 
him. | 

Conclude to render faithfully to God, what upon fo 
many titles belongs to him, by giving your whole ſelves 
to him, and employing henceforward both your ſoul and 
body, in executing all his wills. 


January 23. 
On the happineſs of ſerving God. 


Wore SIDER firſt, thoſe words of the prophet 
(Ifai iii.) Say to the juft man : it is well, And re- 
flect on the many advantages, which this ſhort word 
well comprizes and enſures to the juſt, both for time 
and eternity. Honour, riches and pleaſure are the 
things on which the world ſets the greateſt value: but 
they are not to be found where the world ſeeks them; 
but only in the ſervice of God. It is indeed a greater 
Honour to be a ſervant of God, than to be the emperour 
of all the earth. What then muſt it be to be his 


friend and favourite ; to be his ſpouſe, to be his child, 


to be his temple? can any worldly honours be com- 
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grimage, to walk and converſe with God; to be as 


familiar as one pleaſes with this great king; to have | 
E admittance into his cloſet whenever we will; to have 
an aſſurance from him of a favorable audience, and of WM 
obtaining all our requeſts &c? How tr 


uly honorable 
is it to have one's name enrolled in the book of life; 


of 
this world (which nevertheleſs cannot help — 
and eſteeming true virtue) but in the great city of God, 
the heavenhy Jeruſalem? O my ſaul, let ſuch honours 
as theſe be the only objects of thy ambition. 
Conſider 2dly, how rich the juſt man is: not always 
indeed in thoſe worldly poſſeſſions, which every acci- 
dent may take away; and which can never ſatisfy the 


heart: but in treaſures infinitely more valuable of vir- | 


tue, grace, and merit,” which all the money in the 
world is not. ſufficient to purchaſe ; and which make 
the ſoul rich for eternity. But the ſervants of Gad 
have a ſtill greater 2 than this, viz. God him- 
ſelf ; whom the whole world cannot take from them, 
as long as they take care not to drive him away, by 
wilful fin. He ts their protector, and their reward ex- 
ceeding great. Gen. xv. He is always with them: he 
is a tender father to them; the eye of his ſpecial provi- 
dence is ever upon them; his Angels encamp about 
them, to defend them, and deliver them from evil. In 


| a word, God is all things to them that fear and love 


him : ſo that even as to the goods of this world, he 


never forſakes thoſe that do not firſt forſake him. 0 


my ſoul, fee thou ſeek no other treaſure but him: Ne 
will make thee rich indeed: fear no loſs but the Yofing 
of him : If thou haſt him, nothing can make thee 
miſerable : but without him nothing can make thee 
happy. 


Conſider 3dly, the ſolid pleaſures that attend 2 vir- 


tuous life : ſuch as the ſatisfaction, peace and joy of a 
good conſcience; the ſenſe that holy fouls have of 
1 | Gods 


43 
heir apparent to a heavenly and eternal kingdom ? O 
BW how happy, in the mean time, during our mortal pil- 
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44 MzeD1TATIONS for © 
| Gods goodness, and love for them; the experience 
they have of his ſweetneſs, in their recollection and 
prayer; the confolations of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
raviſhing delights they often find in God, as a certain 
foretaſte of the joys of heaven; the comfortable proſ- 
pect of a happy eternity, after their ſhort mortal pilgri- 
mage; and above all their love of God, and a bleſſed con- 
formity to his will in all things, which ſweetens even 
their greateſt croſſes. Such pleaſures as theſe are far 
beyond all that worldlings can pretend to: pleaſures pure 


and ſpiritual, which have ſupported, and even given 
an inexpreſſible joy, to the martyrs, under the worſt of 


their torments: which have ſweetned all the labours and 
penitential auſteritees of other ſaints; and made them 
think whole nights too ſhort, when ſpent with God in 
prayer. O] how great then is that errour, how per- 
nicious is that deceit, by which ſatan perſwades the 
children of this world, that there are no pleaſures in a 
virtuous life; whereas indeed there is no true pleaſure 
any where elſe. | ei an lie 
Conclude, ſince thy whole happineſs, in time, as 
well as eternity, depends entirely upon loving and 
ſerving God; to ſet out from this hour in queſt of 
this happineſs, by entring upon the beautiful path of 
virtue, which alone can bring thee to it. b. 


January 24. 
On the vanity of all thoſe things, that keep world- 
lings from the ſervice of God, | 


, C ONSIDER. firſt, how truly vain all thoſe 
things are which poor deluded worldlings preſer 
before their God: empty bubbles, mere toys and 
trifles, falſe appearances, deceitful baits. laid by the ene- 
my to catch their ſouls; gilded pills, that conceal 2 
deadly poiſon ; deluding dreams; and airy phantoms, 
that will all vaniſh away in a moment, and leave both 
their hands, and their hearts empty: and then ys 
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maginary happineſs, ſhall turn to real, dreadful and 
| of verlaſting evils. O he children of men, how long will 
You be in love with vanity ? how long will you run after 


pefore you; upon thoſe that have enjoyed the of 
Frhat this world could afford of honours, riches and 


make of them now. O they will certainly 
Noich Solomon (Eccle/. ii. 11) that in all theſe things 
hey found nothing but vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
Mey will loudly condemn their own paſt folly and 
madness, in having ſet their hearts upon ſuch toys, 
to the loſs of God and their fouls. | 

& Conſider adly, and take a nearer view of theſe world- 
ly idols, theſe phantoms of honours, riches and plea- 
ſures; and ſee with what toil they are acquired, with what 
cares and fears they are poſſeſſed; how eaſily they are 
loſt; how great evils they are expoſed to; what a ſla- 
very they bring along with them; hew ſhort, and 
how unconſtant they are; how falſe and deceitful ; 
how often wn. £9) with gall: how mean, and un- 
worthy the affections of a Chriſtian z how far beneath 
the dignity of an immortal ſoul, made for nothing leſs 
than God ; and how uncapable of giving any ſolid con- 
tent or ſatisfaction to a heart that can never reſt but in 
its maker. O how truly miſerable then are all theſe 
children of Babylon, who are enſlaved to things ſo bale, 

lo vile, ſo filthy | How wretched is that life that is all 
ſpent in this manner, in weaving cobwebs, in running 
after butterflies, in catching at ſhadows ! in ſquander- 
ing away thoſe precious hours, that were given to ſes 
cure to the foul a happy eternity, in impertinent amuſe- 
ment, in idle, fooliſh and often finful converſation ; in 
dreſſing out, or pampering a carcaſe that muſt quickly 
be the food of worms, in publick houſes, in hanging 
over a pack of cards, in reading love tales and roman- 
ces, and ſuch like empty fooleries. Surely ſuch a 


life as this muſt be moſt irkfome and tedious, void of 
| | all 


45 
hẽ ſcene will change; and their fool's paradiſe of an 
8 


Niere lies, and deceit? Reflect upon thoſe that are gone | 


Pleaſures: and tell me what judgment you think they 
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all proſpect of happineſs hereafter. 

Conſider 3dly, how this folly and miſery of world- 
lings is deſcribed by the prophet. ſatas chap. lix. 
where he tells them that they put their truſt in that 
which is a mere nothing; that they ſpeak vanities ; 
that is, that their whole diſcourſe and converſation is 
empty, fooliſh, and nothing to the purpoſe ; that they 
concerve labour, and bring forth iniquity : that _ are 
fitting day and night upon the eggs of aſps, (moſt poi- 
ſonous ſerpents) which if they eat will bring preſent 
death ; and if they hatch, will turn out ſerpents, and 
deſtroy them. That all their works are but ſpending 
their bowels in weaving ſpiders webs, which can never 
cloath them; unproſitable works, fit for nothing but to 
catch flies: that their thoughts and devices are all vain 
and unprofitable; and that their ways lead to deſtruction: 
that their paths are crooked ; and that there is no judg- 
ment in their ſteps; and that whoſoever treadeth in 
them, knoweth no peace. O ſee how pathetically the 
holy Spirit has here deſcribed the pains and labours 
poor worldlings take in the purſuit of lying madneſſes 
which bring all kind of evils and death to their fouls, with- 
out any manner of real profit, or pleaſure: and learn 
thou to be more wiſe than to walk in their footſteps. 

Conclude never to imitate this wretched choice of 
blind mortals, who turn away from God to follow 
after cheating vanities: but to deſpiſe from thy heart 
all thoſe childiſh toys, and to turn to the charming paths 
of wiſdom, virtue and truth. 


January 25. 
On the Converſion of St. Paul. 
ONSIDER firſt, and admire the ' wonders of 


the grace of God, in the converſion of St. Paul, 
ſuddenly changed from a fiery zealot for the Jews re- 
ligion, and a bloody perſecuter of the church of Chriſt, 


to 


i 
all true content, joy, peace, or comfort here, and of 
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to be a fervent Chriſtian, a zealous preacher of the 
Goſpel, a veſſel of election to carry the name of | Chriſt 
to nations and kings, a doctor of the gentiles, an 
apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, and a moſt eminent Saint. 
Learn from hence the greatneſs of God's mercy, and 
the power of his grace: learn never to deſpair of the 
converſion of any one, how remote ſoever he may 
ſeem from the faith, or grace of God: who could be 
more remote than the convert of this day. Aſſure 
thyſelf that the hand of God is not ſhortened : and that 
his power, mercy and goodneſs is as great now as ever: 
and therefore never ceaſe to pray to God for the con- 
verſion of infidels and ſinners. Tis likely the con- 
verſion of St. Paul is in a great meaſure owing to the 
prayers of St. Stephen, Join with the church on this 
day, in glorifying Ged, and returning him thanks 
through Jeſus Chriſt, for the wonders of his mercy, 
and grace in St. Paul, and the many thouſands he has 
n through his preaching to the ways of truth and 
fe. | 
Conſider 2dly, that the converſion of St. Paul is, by 
the church, ſet before our eyes this day, as a model of a 
perfect converſion, from which ſinners may learn, 1ſt, 

how readily they ought to correſpond with the callsand 
graces of God inviting them home, 2. how they ought 

to yield themſelves up entirely to him, and 3. what 
their lives ought afterwards to be, in conſequence of that 
Jiſtinguiſhin py which God has ſhewed them .in 
. I their converſion. Paul was no ſooner called by the 
voice of Jeſus Chriſt, but he preſently obeyed the call, 
and yielded himſelf up to be his forever. His prayer 
he then made was ſhort in words, but very expreflive of 
the perfect diſpoſition of his ſoul in this regard, and of 
the ſacrifice he deſired to make of himſelf, without the 
leaſt reſerve, to the holy will of him that called him. 
Lord, ſaid he, what wilt thou have me to de? As much 
as to ſay; My heart is ready, O God, my heart is ready: 
here I am proſtrate at thy feet, deſirous only to know, 
and to do thy will; fend me where thou pleaſeſt 2 
an 


4% MrDTTATTIONS for | 
den concerning me what thou pleaſeſt; I deſire to be 
ne in life and death: I deſire to have no exceptions 
u all to thy bleſſed will. See alſo how, being ſent into 
the city, where he was to learn of Ananias the will of 
God, and to receive from him the ſacrament of rege- 
neration, for the waſhing away his fins ; he there con- 
tinues for three whole days, neither eating, nor drink- 
ing, but wholly employed in prayer. O this was ſhew- 
ing himſelf to be a convert indeed; this was being 
quite in carneſt in preparing himſelf for his baptiſm ; 
this was laying a ſolid foundation for a new life. O 
that all penitents would ſet this great example before 
their eyes, when they pretend to make their peace with 
Ged; and would, like Paul, prepare themſelves, by 
tervent and long- continued prayer, joined with the ex- 
erciſes of mortification and penance ! thus we ſhould 
ſee other fort of converſions, than we commonly meet 
with now-a-days. Leia TAL 5 
| _. Conſider 3dly, the ſentiments of St. Paul, with re- 
| gard to the life he looked upon himſelf obliged to lead, 
in confequence of the mercy God had ſhewed to him 
in his converſion. He had ever before his eyes the 
tneſs of this mercy : he conſidered himſelf as having 
„to his thinking, the greateſt of all ſinners ; and 
how God had ſpared him all the while he went on in 
his ſins; and, without any merit on his part, had, by 
an evident miracle, wrought in an inſtant, that total 
change in him: and therefore he was convinced, as he 
both declared in his words, and ſhewed forth in his 
practice, that he could do no lefs than devote his whole 
life to the love and ſervice of his Saviour, to teſtify his 
—_ for the love he had ſhewed to him. This con- 
eration carried him through all his labours and af- 
flictions, and animated him to meet death in all its 
ſhapes; (for he was dying daily as he tells us) becauſe 
Chriſt had loved him, and had died for him; and there- 
fore the love of Chriſt preſſed him, that he might hve 
no longer to himſelf, but to him who had ſhewed him 
a x 7 9 Mercy 


every Day in the Tear. 


ments | | 

Conclude to learn in practice the leſſons which St. 
Paul teaches you in his converſion, and in particular to 
have a great eſteem of the grace of reconciliation, and of 
that unſpeakable mercy and love, which God has ſhew- 
ed you, 1n receiving you again, after you had fallen from 
him by fin. Learn alſo from him to teſtify your grati- 
tude, by dedicating yourſelves hence-forward, in good 
carneſt, to the love and ſervice of him who has done 
ſuch great things for you. 


January 26. 
On the evil of mortal fin. 


ON 8 IDER firſt, the enormous malice of mor- | 


tal ſin, inaſmuch as it is infinitely oppoſite to the 


infinite goodneſs of God; and thou wilt find it to be a 


bottomleis pit, which no created underſtanding can fa- 
thom. As none but God himſelf can fully comprehend 
his own infinite goodneſs, ſo none but God himſelf can 
perfectly comprehend the infinite enormity thatis found 
in this oppoſite evil. And as God eflentially loves his 


own goodneſs, with an infinite love, and cannot ceaſe 


to love it, no more than he can ceaſe to be: God: fo 
he eſſentially hates mortal fin with an infinite hatred ; 
and cannot ceaſe to hate it, wherever he ſees it. And 
didſt thou think, my ſoul, that thou waſt committing ſo 
great, ſo dreadful, fo abominable an evil, when firſt 
thou rebelledſt againſt thy God by mortal ſin? O how 
couldſt thou dare fo often to repeat this enormous trea- 
lon ! or how couldſt thou endure to carry about with 
thee, for ſo long a time, ſo odious, fa hideous a mon- 
iter ? O how much art thou indebted to the boundleſs 
mercies of thy God, and to the precious blood of his 
don, that he has tolerated thee ſo long, and not caſt 
thee long ago into hell | 5 
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-mercy. O that all converts would have the like ſenti- 
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58 MEDITATION S yer 
Conſider 2dly,. that there is not upon earth, no nor 
in hell itſelf, a greater evil than mortal ſin: *tis without 
any compariſon, the greateſt of all evils; it is the pa- 
rent both of the devil and of hell, for hell was only 
made for mortal ſin, and the devil was an angel till he 
was transformed into a devil by mortal ſin. So that, in 
truth, mortal ſin is a monſter more hideous than hell; 
more filthy and abominable than the devil himſelf. This 
dreadful evil, which the damned ſee and feel, for all 
eternity, in the midſt of their ſouls, torments them more 
than all the devils : 'tis this that opprefles them with ics 
everlaſting weight; tis this that feeds the ever-gnaw- 
ing worm of their guilty conſcience; *tis this is the 
fewel of that fire that never is extinguiſhed ; 'tis this 
that eternally poſſeſſes their fouls, and both keeps God 
eternally from them, and them eternally from God. Oh 
that ſinners had but a juſt notion of this dreadful evil here 
It would effectually keep them from feeling its enor- 
mous weight hereafter. If they did but N ap- 


prehend what they are going to do, when they offer to 


commit a mortal fin, they would chooſe a thouſand 
deaths before ſo great an evil. 79 


. . 


Conſider 3dly, that what makes fin the greateſt of Al 


evils, is becauſe it ſtrikes at God himſelf, It is a re- 


bellion ; 'tis a high treaſon againſt him. Satan, the 
firſt ſinner, proudly fought to place himſelf in the 
throne of God; and all that unhappily follow the ex- 
ample of this arch- rebel, by conſenting to mortal fin, 


are, in ſome meaſure, guilty of the like perverſity: in- 


aſmuch as they turn away from God, as he did, affect- 
ing, in the like manner, an independency on God; and 


* 


impiouſly prefer their own will, and the gratifying 


their own inclinations and paſſions before his holy will, 
and his divine ordinances. Thus they renounce their 
allegiance to him, and diſclaim his authority and fove- 


Y reignty over them; they refuſe to be ſubje& to his laws: 
they condemn his wiſdom ; they 2 his juſtice; they 
S abuſe his mercy and goodneſs; an 


inſtead of ſeeking 
in the firſt place (as upon all accounts they are bound to 
do) the glory of their Maker's name, the propagation of 

8 „ „ bis 
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every Day in the Year. 81 
his kingdom, and the fulfilling of his will, they ſet up 
that idol /F in the place of the living God; they ſeek 
their own worldly honour, intereſt, and pleaſure, more 
than his: and to this unhappy idol of their own ſelf- 
love, they ſactifice their ſoul and conſcience, their Gd 
and all. And can there be any other evil comparable 
to this? C i 3H 's Jett 12 3 

Conclude utterly to renounce, deteſt, and abhor, for 
the time to come, all mortal ſin; and to fly it more than 
hell itſelf. And as to all thy paſt guilt in this kind, 
bewail it from thy heart as the greateſt of all evils, and 
do penance for it all thy life time. 72 


January 27. 


On the manifold aggravations that are found in 
| mortal iin. 15 ' 


NXONSIDER firſt, that, beſides the bottomlefs 
depth of the malice of mortal ſin, from its oppd- 
2 to the infinite goodneſs of God, and the high trea- 

on it contains againſt his divine majeſty, there are di- 
vers other enormities and moſt heinous aggravations in 
every mortal ſin, that beyond meaſure extend and mul- 


. tiply its guilt. The firſt of theſe is the ſinner's black ſl | 
ingratitude to God, which is a circumſtance that vio- 


lently, aggravates the guilt of every fin he commits a- 
gainſt his Maker and Redeemer, his ancient lover, his 
dezreſt friend, and perpetual benefactor; from whom 


he has received, and daily receives, all that he has, and 
all that he is; and this out of pure love, without any x 
deſert on his part, and ſuch a love as can ſuffer no com- 
pariſon, ſince it has brought the qover down from he- 
ven, to die afor this very wretch that dares thus un- 
gratefully to offend him, and to crucify him again by ſin. 41 
had done ſo much for them, would ever have been fo Wi)! 
ungrateful as to offend him any more. .- Jl 
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I know not whether any of the devils in he 
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. ConGder 2dly, the. manifold injuſtice that ig 

in every mortal ſin, in the violation of all the rights 
and titles that God has to us, and to our love and ſer- 
vice; as he is our firſt beginning, and our laſt end, who 
made us, and made us for himſelf : as he is the very 
being of our beings, the great monarch of the whole 


creation, the Lord of us and of all things; as he has 


purchaſed us for himſelf, and marked us out for his own; 
and we, on our part, have been ſolemnly dedicated and 
conſecrated to him, that we might be his both for time 
and eternity. The wretched ſinner breaks through all 
theſe conſiderations; withdraws-himſelf from his Ma- 
ker, his King, his Lord, and his Redeemer; villainouſ- 
ly and facrilegiouſly alienates from him, what, upon all 
theſe titles, is ſtrictly his; and makes all over to. his 
mortal enemy ; and in exchange for ſome petty trifle, 
he ſells to him both his ſoul and his God. And does 
not ſuch an enormous injuſtice cry to. heaven for ven- 

eance ? More eſpecially i in Chriſtians ; in whom it is 


Joincd with the ag ppravating © circumſtances of a profa- 


nation of the temple of Gad; and of a notorious per- 
fidiouſneſs, by the violation of their ſolemn vows and 
engagements made to him. 
onſider 3dly, that in every mord ſin, there is dun 
jt n ſome meaſure the guilt of the breach of all the ten 
mmandments, according to that of St. James ii. 10, 
He that offends in one point is guilty of all. Becauſe, 
whoſoever willfully breaks through part of the di- 
vine law by morta tal fin; violates the firſt commandment, 
by turning away from the true and living God, and re- 
fuſing him the worſhip that is due to him, he is guilty of 
idolatry, by worſhipping the creature, which is the ob- 


i ject, or occaſion of his fin, rather than the creator, who 
i bleſſed for ever, Rom. i. He profanes'the ſacred 


name of God, and blaſphemes him, if not in words, at 
leaſt in facts, by treading his authority under foot. He 
violates the true and everlaſting ſabbath of God's reſt, 
by the ſervile work of fin, by which he makes himſelf a 
ſlave to Satan. He diſhonours, in a moſt outrageous 
Manner, the beſt of 1 N He is guilty of the _ 
er 


% 


every Day in the Narr, ae 
der of his own foul, and of the Son of God himſelf, 
whom he crucifies by ſin. He is guilty of a fpiritual 
adultery, by proſtituting to Satan his ſoul Which has. 
been eſpouſed to Chriſt. He is guilty of theft, robbery, 
and ſacrilege, as we have ſeen above, by taking away 


from God what belongs to him. He bears falſe wits 


neſs in fact againſt the law of God, in favour of lies and 
deceit, for all fin is a lie. And, that nothing may be 
wanting to compleat his wickedneſs, he is guilty of co- 
veting what is not his, and what he has no right to; 
and what the law of God reſtrains him from. So ma- 
nifold is the guilt that is found in any one wilful ſin. 
. - Conclude to deteſt the ingratitude, injuſtice, perfidi- 
ouſneſs, and all the other aggravations, that are fou 

in mortal ſin; and to make it thy continual prayer, 


that thou mayſt rather die ten-thouſand deaths, han 


once incur this dreadful complication of all evils, 

l e AA Wb {ed 1 
| On the preſumption, f olly, and madneſs, of the 
1 > © 14 7 il finer. 5 , | ; 1 

"YONSIDER firſt, the deſperate preſumption of 


a worm of the earth, that dares to attack, by wil- 


63 


IJ: 2 V 
ful fin, the Almighty Lord and Maker of heaven and 


earth; ho holds the thread of his life in his hand, and 
can in that moment let him drop into hall. And what 
can the wreteh expect from making war with God ? 
With a God who is eternal, immenſe, and every way 
infinite; a God 'whoſe eye is ever upon all his ways; 
and who has an infinite hatred for mortal fun: a 
God avithout whom he can neicher live, move, nor 
be? What then can he expect from making this. God 
incurring'iof all mifery, both temporal and eternal. A- 
las! from the moment he engages in this deſperate. war, 
the ſword of God is drawn againſt him, and continu- 
ally hangs over his ghilty head, and the perils of death, 
Judgment; and hell, enobenpaſs him om all ſides. The 
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tkeir own well-being ; this the ſinner pretends- to ſeek 


[i 
tis not to be found. He ſeeks for happineſs in the way 


54 Mebfrarrôks 5 
*cliptain Hmſeff, Whom he follows in this warfare, is al- 
ready damned; his fellow-ſoldiers are daily falling down 


dle precipice, and crowding into hell; and what has he 
| , f 2 Reer 


to hope for? | 8575 
Conſider 2dly, the folly and madneſs that is found 

| in every wilful ſin: foraſmuch as the wilful ſinner,” b 

"his own act and deed, freely and deliberately parts 


ger 
1 


ö his God, an infinite good, and the ſource of all his 


© good; gives up his title to heaven, together with all his 
treaſures of virtue, grace, and merit, and ſells his ſoul 


into the bargain, to be a ſlave to Satan here, and a vic- 


tim of hell hereafter: and in exchange ſor all this, he 


able to. afford him one moment of ſolid content, that 
leave nothing behind them but uneaſineſs and remòorſe; 
"and continually expoſe him to all kind of miſery, both 
for time and eternity? And is it poſſible to conceive a 
greater madneſs than this? Alas! it is exchanging heav- 
en for hell, God for the devil? the ſupreme and in- 
finite good, for the very abyſs of endleſs and infinite 
__ | we kg \ 
Conſider 3dly, the folly and madneſs of ſinners in 
looking for any ſucceſs in their ways, or bleſſing on 
their undertakings, whilſt they oppoſe, by wilfub-fin, 


[+ the holy will of God, and violate his divine law and 


J 


commandments. All men have an in- bred deſre of 


in the tex ice choice he makes, whenever he indulges 
himfelf in fin : but alas ! in vain does he ſeek it where 


that leads to all kind of miſery ; he ſeeks for honour in 


that, which is in itſelf moſt diſgraceful, and which ftrip 


1 ugeaſineſs: he ſeeks for peace and j 


| liberty, and: falls into true ſlavery: he'ſecks far life, but 
all in vain ; becauſe he ſecks it in the region of death. 
An can any thing be more extravagant and mad, than 


him of all true honour: he ſeeks an imaginaty 


Lat which brings wit it the greateſt'of all locke; he 


| "ſeeks for pleaſure, and meets with pain, diſcontent, and 
thing but diſturbance and forrow'; he ſeeks for a falſe 


purchaſes nothing but bubbles and ſhadows, that are un- 


every Day in the N 
-to ſeek ſet any good, whilſt one wilfully t : 
back upon the ſource of all good r e e her re | 
Experiences: to her colt, in the oppoſition. and 4 
pointments ſhe meets with, in all her projects pls 
der purſuits, the truth of thoſe menaces of God by 
ophet Oſee, .Oſee ii 6. &c. I will hedge up 155 3 
1 thorns, and 1 will ſtop it up with a wall ; and [be 
Hall not find her paths.. And fbe ſhall follow: ter her 
» overs, and ſpall not evertqke them ; and ſhe ſhall Jeek' 
them, and ſha!l not \ find them, c. For tis even thus the 
r ſinner, in all he turns to, when he turns away from 
God, meets witli a hedge of thorns in his way, which 
be cannot pak ver, an N ſhadow that flies | 
1 away from him. bo 1 F 
ln Conclude to be more e wile, and to ſeek thy happingſs 


where it is to be found, that i is, in the love and ſervice K q 


of God: if thou ſeek it any where elſe, thou ſhalt Joſe 0 f 


-thy labour; and be in danger of loſing 2 too, 


and of e Ok and Act a long 
eternity. Ellie = 5 1 ; 


eds ll ro RR January a 29. 5 12 
On the diſmal bavock fo has made in he wr, 


515 : * 109 1 1 g 
1 6 NF \ONSIDER the barock this moni ous ey "Ml 
2523] of wilful ſin made, * its firſt e in ll 


- heaven, itſelf 3::2When . one ſin, conſented ;i n 6 j | 
-thovghts changed.in an inſtant millions of mo beau . 
Angels into ugly devils; caſt them out of heaven, and 


condemned them, eternally to bell. O dreadful peien, 


- that canſt thus blaſt in a ee many legions. f, 

heavenly. ſpirits ] O dreadful guilt that.canſtdraw ſuch 
"A dilmz ee eien ent from a God, whoſe | 4 
very nature is goodneſs, and who. loves all. his works, | W 


upon his favourite creatures and thou, my ſou!, that 
knowedſt this, how didſt thou ever dare to ſin? At 
hoyy hath thy God been + to we At under t 
-gvilt of ſo many treaſons? 
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855 'MepaTATIONs for. 
Conſider, the havock ſin has made upon earth, 
when cis moniter, baniſhed from heaven; was en- 


of that original juſtice, innocence and ſanctity in which 
they were created, and of all the gifts of divine grace; 
it wounded them in all the powers of the ſoul; it gave 
chem up to the tyranny of ſatan, it caſt them out of 


eternal death. In the mean time it let looſe upon them 
a whole army of all manner of evils, both of foul and 
body; which are all of them the diſmal conſequgages 
of fin; and has cntailed upon all mankind an unexp 

ſible weakneſs with regard to the doing of good; and a 
violent inclination to evil; which has filled. the world 
witch innumerable ſins, and with innumerable moſt 
ſ dreadful judgments both upon particulars, and upon 
tf whole nations, in puniſhment of ſin. | 
3. Conſider, that fin by infecting and corrupting ſo 
many of the principal creatures of God, has in ſome 


* —_ 
* One 


il God's creatutes are abuſed by men and devils and 


made ſubſervient to ſin and corruption; as alſo vanity, 


whole creation, by a figure of ſpeech, is ſaid by the A- 
poſtle to groan, and to be in labour; lon ing as it were 


into the liberty of the glory of the children of Gd; which 
{ ſhall then be accompliſhed; when the reign of fin ſhall 
be utterly aboliſhed; and the world being purged by 


— — 
. —— — 
— — — 


Peter 1 Trp I 3. O when ſhall that happy hour come 

when ſhall this helliſh monſter ſin be forever ex- 
| cluded from all other parts of the creation ; and ſhut 
up in its, proper place, never to dome out eo blaß the 
1 world any more 11900 | 5d 11 Aa 
| e191 11 11 if {2 

* STYOV * Con- 


tertained by our firſt parents, in the earthly paradiſe. 
Alas! in one moment it ſtript them and all their race 


paradiſe, and condemned them both. to a temporal and- 


meaſure blaſted the whole creation, and ſubjected the 
— to many evils; which the Apoſtle (Rem, viii 20 
21) calls the ſervitude of corruption, inaſmuch. as 


Fl inaſmuch as by occaſion of fin, they are alſo liable to a 
rpetual inſtability, and a variety of defects. Hence the 


for its deliverance from its unhappy ſubjection to fin, 


| the laſt fire, God ſhall make for his children, neto heav-. 
eus and a.new earth, in which juſtice ſhall dwell. 2: | 


0 
Dead 5103 a cle 


| us fed 256; N 
| *Gonclude to abhor the evil that has made ſuch dread- 


January 30GLt.. 
On the diſmal havocł fin makes in the Soul f 
| Chriſtian. ia 19; 


1.4 N ONSIDER, how ſtrangely the foul is changed, 

that falls from the ſtate of grace into mortal fin, 
The metamorphoſe is not unlike to that of an angel 
into a devil. A foul in grace is a child of God, a 
ſpouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, a temple of the Holy Spirit. 
But in the moment ſhe conſents to mortal fin, ſhe for- 
feits all her honour and dignity ; ſhe becomes a flave 
of hell, a proſtitute to ſatan, a den of unclean ſpirits. 
A foul in grace is beautiful, like an angel, and agrea- 
ble to the eyes of God and his ſaints : but a foul in 


mortal ſin is ugly like the devil, and moſt odious, filthy” 4 


and loathſome to her Maker, and all his heavenly court. 


A foul in grace is very rich, ſhe is worth an eternal 


kingdom; ſhe always carries her God about with her, 
and is entitled to the eternal poſſeſſion of him: but 
when ſhe falls into mortal ſin, ſhe loſes at once all her 
ſtore of virtue and merit, ſhe becomes wretchedly poor” | 
and miſerable, and inſtead of poſſeſſing God, ſhe is 

poſſeſſed by the devil. | wh 

2, Confider, that ſin gives a mortal wound to the 
ſoul; it is the death of the ſoul. For as it is the foul 
of man that gives life to the body; and when the ſoul is 
depatted, the body is dead; and becomes à lump of 


* 


clay, without either ſenſe or motion: ſo *tis the grace ll! 


of God that gives life to the ſoul; and that ſoul is 
dead, which by mortal fin has loſt her God, and drove 
away his grace from her. O diſmal ſeparation! O 
dreadful death indeed, which, wanteth nothing but eter-- 
nit) 50 make it hel! ! Sinners, how can you endure/ 
180 your- 


 MreviTtarions for 
yourſelves under this wretched condition? If a dead 
carcaſe, from which the ſoul is gone, be ſo very 
loathſome and frightful, that few. would endure to paſs 
one night in the ſame bed with ſuch a bedfellow ; how 
can you bear to carry continually about with you, night 
and day, a filthy carcaſe of a ſoul dead in mortal fin ; 
and quite putrified and corrupted by her ſinful habits? 
Ah! open your eyes now at leaſt, to ſee your deplo- 
Table caſe; and to deteſt the monſter fin, the cauſe 
of all your miſery. O run to him, without any further 
delay, by humble prayer, and repentance, who alone 
can raiſe the dead to life | if Av 
3. Conſider how true that is of the ſcripture, that 
they that commit fin and iniquity are enemies to their own 
fou?, Tob. xii. ro. And that he that loveth iniquity 
bateth his own ſoul, Pſ. x. 6. Since of all the evils 
that we can poſſibly incur, either here or hereafter, 
there is none comparable to the evil, we bring upon 
ourſelves by mortal ſin : ſo that if all men upon earth, 
and all the devils in hell, ſhould all conſpire together, 
witch a general licence from God, to do us all the miſ- 
cdcdief, and to inflit upon us all the torments they 
could invent; they could never do us half ſo much hurt 
as we do ourſelves by one mortal fin. Becauſe all that 
they can do, as long as we don't conſent to ſin, cannot 
hurt the ſou}; whereas we ourfelves, by conſenting to 
any one mortal fin, bring upon our own ſouls, a 
dreadful death, both for time and eternity. Good 
God! never ſuffer us to be ſo wretchedly blind, as 
2 1 275 thus the wilful murtherers of our on 
* OU 8. | | 8857 N 
Conelude never more to join thyfelf with thy mortal 
enemies the world, the fleſh, or the devil, in waging 
war againſt thy own foul by wilful ſin. But make it 
thy continual prayer to God, that he would never 
ſuffer thee at any rate to conſent to ſo greatcan ι 


though thou wert even to endure a thouſand deaths for 
the refuſal. - noqu but” 
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C ONSIDE R firſt, that beſides all the ſad effect 
of mortal fin, already mentioned, which are 
more than ſufficient to demonſtrate how heinous this 
worſt of evils is in the ſight of God; there {till remain 
divers other convincing arguments of the hatred Gad 
bears to it, from the manifold judgments he has of 
old, and daily does, execute upon them, that are guil 

of it; and ſhall continue to execute, to the end of the 
world, and even to all eternity. Witneſs of old the 
judgment of the deluge, which in puniſhment of the ' Wl 
general corruption of all fleſh, ſwept off at once all 
the. ſinners of the earth, 'and hurried them down 
to hell, Witneſs the judgment of fire from heaven 
on Sodom and the neighbouring cities: witneſs the 
many judgments on the rebel Iſraelites in the wilder- 
neſs ; particularly that remarkable one of the earth } 
opening, and ſwallowing up alive Kore and his com- 
panions ; and the fire from the Lord, deſtroying in an 
inſtant fourteen thouſand ſeven hundred of their abet= | 
tors Numb. xvi. Witneſs, in every age of the world, i 
millions that have been hurried away when they leaſt 
expected it, by violent or untimely death in puniſh» WW 
ment of their crying ſins; beſides many inftances | 
of flouriſhing cities, yea, and of whole nations tos 
deſtroyed by wars, peſtilences, famines, earthquakes i 
&c. all brought upon them by their fins. O great 
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God ! who ſhall not fear thy almighty wrath, Which 
always looks towards wilful ſinners? who ſhall noet 

fear the dreadful evil of mortal Sin, which thus pro- 
yokes thy avenging juſtice ? DE SE 
Conſider 2dly, that tho' theſe viſible judgments of a 
God upon impenitent ſinners, by which they are 11 
inatched away before their time by unprovided death ĩ 
in the midft of their fins, be both very common, an 1 1 
ver 
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| very terrible: yet there is another kind of more ſecret 


| 
: 


judgments, which he daily executes upon thouſands, 
which is far more terrible; inaſmuch as it .brings 
upon them a far more dreadful damnation. And that 
is, when in puniſhment of their abuſe of grace, and ob- 
ſtinacy in fin, he gives them up at length to a repro- 
bate Fl | 

ſo that they have now no more any fear, or thought 
of God, or his judgments, or any concern at all for 
their ſouls, or for eternity. Now this is indeed the broad 


i road to final impenitence, and is in its conſequences 
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the very worſt of all God's judgments. It was thus he 
did by the Jews, according to the prediction of the roy- 
al prophet Pſ. Ixviii, letting their eyes be darkened, that 
they ſhould not ſee ; and bowing down their back always--- 
adding iniquity upon their iniquity, &c. viz. by with- 
drawing his lights and his graces from them; and ſo 
giving them up to their own wicked inclinations; and 
thus he daily does with thouſands of habitual ſinners, 


in puniſhment of their ſlizhting and reſiſting his re- 


D 


peatedcalls Proverb. i. 24. &c. ſuffering them to go on in 
their wretched ways, and+ to add daily fin upon fin, 
(without ever thinking of repentance) and conſequent- 
ly hell upon hell : which proves at long run a far mo 
Jreadful judgment upon them, than if upon their firſt 
fin, the earth had opened, and ſwallowed them down 
alive into hel. | | 

Conſider 3dly, the judgments of God upon mortal 
ſin, in the eternal duration of the torments of hell. O 
ſinners go down, now whilſt you are alive, into that 
bottomleſs pit; and take a ſerious view of the rigour 
of God's juſtice there, of that worm that never dies, 


1 of that fire that never is extinguiſhed, of that everlaſt- 
ing rage and deſpair, and of all that complication of the 


worſt of evils, that is to be found in that woful dun- 

on: and then tell me what you think of the hatred 
God muſt bear to every mortal fin; when he, who is 
infinitely good, and infinitely juſt, and cannot puniſh 
any one beyond what he richly deſerves, condemns 


every ſoul that dies under any ſuch guilt, to all this 
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enſe, and to a blindneſs and hardneſs of heart: 
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exttemity of miſery, for all eternity.” Surely the di- 
mal proſpect of this ſcene of wo, muſt ſuffice to con- 
vince you of the enormity of mortal ſin. But if any 
thing be here wanting to a full conviction; turn your 
eyes upon Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God: arid fee how 
he was treated by the juſtice of his Father, for our ſins, 
which he had taken upon himſelf to expiate: ee him 
agonizing in the garden, and fweating blood, under 
their enormous weight: ſee the multitude and variety 
of torments he endures for them, till his expiring upon 
a cruel and diſgraceful croſs; and how notwithſtanding, 
the infinite dignity of his perſon, the divine juſtice 
would admit of nothing leſs than of all theſe ſufferings. 
of his -own'Son for the expiation of any one mortal fin 8 
and I am perſwaded that the ſight of a God, crucified 
for ſin, muſt more effectually demonſtrate to you the 
hatred God bears to this monſtrous evil; than the 
ſight of hell itſelf, with all its dreadful, and everlaſting 
torments. | 

Conclude by giving thanks to God for having ſpared 
thee ſo long in thy ſins: and reſolving now to labour in 
eatneſt to avert by a ſerious and ſpeedy converſion, 
thoſe judgments, which thou mayft have reaſon to 
apprehend,” are actually hanging over thy head for 
thy fins. 8 


um n0Gy February It ie 
On not making light of venial fins. willy 
(ens DER firſt, that although there be no + : # 9 


4 manner of compariſon between the guilt. of a... 
mortal fin, and that of a, venial fin; as there is no 
manner of compariſon between a mote. and a beam, 
Matt."vii. 3. 'Yet the guilt even of the leaſt venial 
ſin, conſidering that it is an offenſe of a God, infinitely. 
eat, and infinitely good, is ſo diſpleaſing in his fight, 
hat no ſoul that is ſtained with it, can ever be admitted 
into his preſence, till this guilt be purged away; and 

Vor, I, G | | no 
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no man living can be allowed, by any power in heaven 
or in earth, to commit any one venial ſin; no not to 


ſave a kingdom, or even to ſave the whole world: be- 


cauſe the offenſe of God is a greater evil, than the loſs 
of the whole world: and we are not to do any thi 
that is evil to ſave the whole world. Chriſtians, do 
70u think of this, when upon every trifling appre- 
tenſion of incurring the diſpleaſure of man, you 
take refuge in a lie, which is ſure to dipleaſe your 
Jod? Do you think of this, when you go on with ſo 
little concern, indulging yourſelves in vanity, curioſity, 
| ſenſuality, loſs of your pretious time, anger, impa- 
tience, and other finful habits, upon the notion that 
theſe are but venial ſins; and therefore need not be 
regarded? Oh ! you will find one day to your coſt, 
how much you have been deceived, if you do not cor- 
rect in time this dangerous and pernicious errour. 
Conſider 2dly, the danger, to which the ſoul ex- 
poſes herſelf, when the makes light of venial ſins ; 
even the danger of the very worſt of evils, that is of 
mortal ſin, and of all its dreadful conſequences, - both 
for time and eternity: according to that of the wiſe- 
man Eccluſ. xix. H. that contemneth ſmall things, ſhall 
fall by little and little. It is true, venial fin does not of 
itſelf immediately deſtroy, or drive away from the ſoul 
the grace and love of God; and therefore does not of 
itſelf bring preſent death to the ſoul: as mortal fin does: 
but then it weakens, and cools the fervour of- divine 
love, it leſſens devotion, it hinders the inſpirations of 
the Holy Ghoſt from working effectually in the foul, 
it leaves the ſou] feeble and drowiſy, ſick and lan- 
guiſhing; ſo that upon the coming of a greater tempta- 
tion ſhe eaſily yields, and quickly falls into mortal ſin. 


bl And how can we expect it thould be otherwiſe, When 


we have ſo little regard to God, or his friendſhip. and 
love, as not to care how much we diſpleaſe him, pro- 


| vided we can but eſcape his avenging juſtice ? Or how 


can the fire of the love of God be kept alive for any 
long time in the ſoul, when in inſtead of being nou- 
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what is only venial: | 
often at a loſs, to find the limits between the one and 


every Day in the Year. | 


ground, by a diminution of its heat and ſtrength? __ 

. Conſider gdly, that this —_ of falling quickly 

into mortal fin, by making little or no account of ve- 

nial ſins, is the greater, becauſe of the difficulty there 

often is of e betwyixt what is mortal ſin and 
1 


nce even the beſt divines are 


the other. So that all ſuch as are in the unhappy 
diſpoſition, - of venturing without ſcruple, as far as the: 
utmoſt limits of venial fin can be extended; are daily 
expoſed to an evident danger, of ſlipping beyond the 
bounds, and of falling into the pit of mortal fin : The 
more becauſe of the manifold ſubtleties and deceits of 
ſelf-love, which is ever ready to favour, and to ex- 
cuſe the inclinations of corrupt nature ; and in all ſuck. 
caſes to make that appear ſlight, which is really griev- 
ous: and the more ſtill, when perſons give themſelves: 
up to a tepid, negligent life, as they generally do, 
who make light of venial ſins: for this negligence 
takes the ſoul off from her guard, diſarms her, and 
lays her interiour open to the ſpiritual fins of pride, 
envy, and ſuch like diſorders; which are mortal fins 3 
and which eaſily prevail over careleſs ſouls, and are ſel- 
dom thoroughly cured. | + 
Conclude with a ſincere reſolution of never. wilfully 
and with full deliberation, conſenting to any one known; 
ſin, how venial ſoever it may ſeem to be; and much 
more of never indulging any habit or cuſtom of any 
ſuch fins. *Tis hard to reconcile the indulging ſuch 
habits as theſe with the great commandment of the 
love of God above all things: at leaſt it cannot be 
expected that divine love ſhould. abide to dwell; 
for any long time in a heart where God is ſo oſten 
lighted. W 
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riſhed with its proper fewel, it is continually loſing. | 
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On CAN DLEMAS Day. 2 


: 0 ; 1 NSID E R firſt, that on this day, the blefſed 
Virgin Mary, according to the rites preſcribed 
by the ancient law, came to the temple of God, to 


be purified after her childbearing, and to make her 


8 offering, according to what her poverty allowed, of 
ga pair of tuitle doves, or two young pigeons, the one 
for a whole burnt-offering, the. other as a ſacrifice 
for lin. Levitic. xii. Admire her ready obedience to a 
law, in which in reality ſhe was not concerned, being 
exempted, by that ſingular priviledge of hers of bringing 
forth her Son, without any detriment to her virginal 
purity. Admire her humility, in being willing to paſs 


for a perſon unclean, ſhe that was more pure than the 
Angels; and to be excluded for forty days from touch- 


ing any thing that was holy, or coming near the 


| | houſe of God; and to be cleanſed, by a fin- offering, 


as if the needed any ſuch èxpiation. Admire her love 


of puriiy, which brought her on this day to the tem- 


ple of God, to be there purified with theſe legal ſacri- 
fices ; becauſe ſhe was deſirous of omitting nothing, 
that could any ways contribute to encreaſe, or main- 
' tain purity, And learn to imitate theſe three great 
virtues, viz. her ready obedience, her profound hu- 
mility, and her great zeal and love for 8 
Conſider 2dly, that on this day, the bleſſed Virgin 
made a rich preſent to God, in his temple, infinitely 
ſurpaſſing all the offerings, that had ever been made 
there before; when, according to the law of the fir/t- 


Born, Exod. xiii. ſhe preſented her Son, the firſt- born 


of the whole creation, by whom all things were made 
both viſible and inviſible, to his eternal Father. Pa- 
rents learn to imitate this preſentation, by making 
an offering of your children to God, by the hands of 
M.ary, to be dedicated forever to his love and ſervice. 
W— Chriſtians learn to preſent him with your hearts, tobe 
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ther with all their offspring, your thoughts, words, and 
deeds: learn to make an offering to him of your 
whole being, every day, and every hour of your life.. 
But then you muſt not ſtop! here: you muſt alſo pre- 
ſent to him his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and yourſelves wi 
him, and thro' him; daily in the ſacred myſteries ; and 
hourly in the ſpiritual temple of your ſouls. | The 
temple of God in Jeruſalem was highly bonoured on 
this day, by the preſence of the Son of God, according 
to that propheſy of "A ggeus c. ii. The defired of all' 
nations ſhall come: and I will fill this houſe with glory: i 
ſaith the Lord of beſts. .... . Great ſhall be the glory: 
of this laſt houſe more than of the firſt, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts : and in this place I will give peace faith the 
ord of hoſts. My foul , art not thou ambitious of a 
ſhare in this glory, peace, and happineſs ? Invite then 
this ſame Son of God, the deſired of all nations, into 
thy inward houſe ;' and he will come and make thee 
the temple of his glory, and bring thee his true peace, 
which will make thee happy indeed, | 
Conſider 3dly, that on this day the venerable Simeon, 
who had received a promiſe from the Holy Ghoſt, that 
he ſhould ſee the Saviour of the world before he died; 


coming by divine inſtinct into the temple, whilſt our 
Lord was preſented there, took him into his arms, Wil 


and declared him to be the promiſed Meffias, the glory 


of Iſrael, and the light of all nations. At the ſame [i |! 
time that holy widow Anna the propheteſs, who for a. Fi | 


great. number of years had attended on the Lord in his 
temple by continual prayer and faſting, was alſo fa- 


voured with the like grace, and made the like publick MJ 
profeſſion of her faith in our infant Saviour. This 
ſacred meeting of fo many perſons of ſuch eminent 

fanctity, in the temple of God, in company with the 1111? 
Son of God, and his blefſed mother, the church cele- 
brates in the proceſſion of this day; which we make, [i 
with lighted candles in our hands; that are folemnly x; 
bleſſed in the name of Chriſt, and received from the 


hand of God's - prieſt, as emblems of the light of if | | | 
Chriſt, EIN OY with what 1 5 , j My 
2 2 of 


A 


660 + MegDITATIoONs for 
of [devotion you ought to receive, and to bear in your? 
hands, theſe hallowed candles, as figures of Chriſt.” 
101 learn, on this occaſion, of holy Simeon, to ſeek 
Chriſt alone, to ſigh aſter him alone, to aſpire with your 
whole ſouls after his embraces; deſpiſing all things 
elle that you may find him. O remember that he is the 
true light of the world, in his life and doctrine; and 
determine from this time forward ever to follow Rim“ | 
Conclude to ſtudy well all the leſſons, which are to 
de learnt from the preſentation of the Son of God, and 
the purification of his bleſſed mother; and to conform 
yourſelves to them in the practice of your lives: that 
ſo being purified from all your fins, you may alſo be 
worthy to be one day preſented to GE in the eternal 
temple of his glory. N 


February 3. 


On the A of the labourers in the vnd. 
S.. Matt. xx. 5 


; 

For SEPTUAGESIMA ſunday. 
YONSIDER firſt, that on this day we enter t 

| upon a time of devotion and penance, in the way t 
of a preparation for the ſolemn faſt of Lent: and there- 0 
wre we are called upon by the church, both in the N 
WH Zpiſtle, and in the Goſpel of this ſunday, to begin now t 
as leaſt to be quite in earneſt, in the great concern of p 
our fouls. In the Epiſtle, we are put in mind by St. t! 
Paul (1 Cor. ix. and x.) that we are all here running w 
in a race, in which we muſt puſh forward with all our vi 
power, or we ſhall loſe the prize: that we are engaged ni 
nn a conflict, for an incorruptible crown; which is not m 
do be whtaiied: without much labour and ſelf-denial. m 
That if we are not in earneſt; notwithſtanding all the ho 
Wl diſtinguiſhing favours: we have received, and daily do ſin 
vr oeceive from God; we ſhall be in great danger, to be ya 


excluded, like abe Iaclives; from dhe rudi 0 to 
1 promiſe. In the parable of the Goſpel, we are put in 
| | "I 
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mind, that we have but one buſineſs in this world, 
which is here repreſented under the figure of Jabouring 
in the vineyard of our Lord: that in this labour we 
are to ſpend the ſhort day of our mortal life; and by 
perſevering till night in this labour, we are to ſecure, 
to our ſouls. the wages of a happy eternity. O let us 
attend well that we may learn theſe great leffons! _. 
Conſider 2dly, in the parable of this day's Goſpel, 
the infinite goodneſs of God, manifeſted to us, in 
that perpetual attention of his, in every age, ſince the, il 
beginning of the world, and in every part of the- life 
of man, to go out by his divine graces and calls; and 
to invite, to hire and to ſend labourers into his vine- 
yard. And after all what need has he of our labours; 
or of what ſervice can we be to him? or what can we 
give him, which he does not firſt give to us? why then 
does he preſs us to labour, in his vineyard ? Q ! *tis 
his pure goodneſs and love; that he may make us for 
ever happy ” our ſerving him here, and enjoying him a 
hereafter. But what then is the meaning of this veme- M 
yard of our Lord? and what is this labour that he calls | 
for at our hands? The vineyard of the Lord of bots, 
ſaith the prophet Iſaias (C. v. 7.) is the houſe of Iſrael, 
that is, the people of God. Ves: our own ſouls are 
the vineyard we are commanded to cultivate :-no- one 
can be excuſed-from his ſhare in this labour: every one 
muſt. at leaſt take care of one. To labour here to 
the purpoſe, we muſt in the firſt place root out the 
poiſonous weeds of ſinful habits; and cut up all the 
thorns and briars of our vices and paſſions; and then 
we muſt plant in their ſtead the good plants of Chriſtian, 
virtues; and bring them on, by proper care and ma- 
nure, till they are capable of bringing forth fruit, that 
may anſwer the expectation of the great Lord and; | 
maſter: of the vineyard; and be agreeable to him. O 
how happy ſhall we be, if by our labours, and his bleſ- 
fing, we ſo cultivate this little part of the Lord's vine- 
yard, that falls to our ſhare, as to engage him to come 1 
to us, and recreate himſelf there with us? i f 
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8 MrDITATTIONS for 
Conſider zaly, Chriſtian ſouls, how early in the 
morning, your good God invited you to work in his 
vineyard, by the early knowledge he gave you of him- 
ſelf, and of the end for which he brought you into 
the world; and how frequently he has preſſed you 
ever ſince, by his repeated graces and calls, in ever 
part of your life, to oblige you to ſet about this work 
in good earneſt. But can you ſay, you have yet be- 
gun? May he not juſtly reproach you, as he did thoſe 
whom he found ſtanding in the market place, at the 
eleventh hour; why tand you here all the day idle? 
Alas ! are-you not idle, when you are doing nothing 
to the purpoſe ? And has not your whole life hitherto 
been ſpent, in doing nothing to your purpoſe ? Nothing 
to anſwer the great end, the only buſineſs, for which you 
were made ? Have you not then been truly idle all the 
day, that is all the time of your life ? O begin now at 
leaſt to labour: perhaps this is your laſt hour: your 
day is far ſpent : the night is coming on, when no man 
can work, John ix. 4. Work therefore now, hilft 
you have time; leſt being ſurprized by the night, you | 
may have no more time to work in, and ſo ſtarve for 
eternity. 5 | 
- Conclude to make good uſe of this freſh fummons, 
by which you are called upon this day, by God and a 
his church, to go, and to labour in the vineyard of : 
n 
a 
t 


your ſouls : left otherwiſe by not correſponding to the 
call, and by receiving this grace of God in vain, you 
verify in yourſelves, that ſentence, with which our 
Lord concludes the parable of this ſunday. Many ar- 


called, but few are choſen. 0 
jc G 
February 4. be 
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On tbe multitude of our finn. i 


*. 4 ONSID ER, O my foul, how long it is ſince an 
wr thou waſt firſt fo miſerable as to fall from thy 
W God by fin: and how much thy ſins have been mul» ad 
tiplied ſince that unhappy hour, Alas! didſt thou not 5a / 
: at I; 
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at. thy firſt coming to the uſe of reaſon, forfeit thy 
baptiſmal innocence, and fall a prey to that helliſn 
monſter? It was thy indiſpenſable duty, in conſe- 
quence of thy creation, of thy redemption, and 
of thy baptiſmal engagements, to turn to God, as 
ſoon as thou waſt capable of knowing him, as to thy 
firſt beginning, and laſt end; and to dedicate thyſelf 
eternally to his love and ſervice. And didſt thou com- 
ply with this ſtrict obligation? Lucifer and his com- 
panions were caſt down headlong into hell, becauſe 
immediately after they were created, inſtead of turning 
to God, as they were bound to do, and dedicating 
themſelves wholly to him, they turned away from him, Ml 
to take pride in themſelves : and haſt thou not imitated Ml 
theſe rebels, at the firſt dawning of thy reaſon, by turn- IF 
ing alſo thy back upon God, and by preferring thy own n 
og inclinations, and every ſenſeleſs toy, before 
im? e 
2. Conſider, how after ſo wretched a beginning, thou 
haſt gone on for ſo many years, daily adding fin to fin; 
againſt God, againſt thy neighbour, againſt thyſelf, 
by work, by word, or by deſire : ſo that not one day, 
perhaps not even one hour, has yet paſſed, without 
frequently offending God, either by commiſſion, or 
omiſſion, by ignorance, frailty or malice. Alas l mx 
poor ſoul, is it not true that even from thy childhood, | 
thou waſt given to lies, paſſion and impurity ? Is it 
not true, that even then thy thoughts went continually 
aſtray from God, after lying fooleries and vanities; that 
thy prayers were without attention; thy confeſſions U 
without ſincerity, repentance, or amendment; and thy - WM 
whole life and converſation, without any true ſenſe of WHIT 
God, or any ſolid good? And haſt thou grown any 8 
better, by growing older? Or haſt thou not rather 1% 
daily multiplied thy fins ; and till more and more cor-- M 


rupted, and defiled all thy powers and faculties, ||| 
and all thy ſenſes. and members, with repeated. 
offenſes and treaſons; and continually perverted and MUM 
abuſed all the gifts of God againſt the giver? O! MIA 
paſs over in thy mind (but let it | be in the 11 $0008 
| of . {ld 
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e Mrpirarloxs far 
y thy foul) all thy years: and lament to find, that 
=. thy fins have been indeed far more numerous than 

the hairs of thy head, beſides an infinite multitude of 
| hidden fins, or fins which thou haſt oecaſioned in others, 
which keep out of fight at prefent ; but will all one 
day appear againſt thee, | * 
3. Conſider, to the end thou mayſt make a better 
judgment of the immenſe number of thy offenſes and 
tranſgreſſions, how little thou haſt complied, in any 


WE part of thy life, with the great duty of loving God with 
= thy whole heart; of dedicating thy whole ſelf to his 


ſervice, and of directing, by a pure intention, all thy 
thoughts, words, and actions to him: how little re- 
ſtraint thou haſt put upon thy natural inclinations, too 


| ſtrongly bent on evil, from thy very childhood: how 


little guard thou haſt kept upon thy roving thoughts 
and imaginations : how little attention thou haſt bad 
| not to offend in words ; nor to give occaſion of offenſe 


= to others, &c. Reflect allo how much of thy precious 
wy time thou haſt ſquandered away; how many graces thou 
1 Haft received in vain : how little thou. haſt correſponded. 
with the divine calls and. inſpirations: how little uſe. 


chou haſt made of the talents, with which thou haſt been 
intruſted: and bow very ill thou haſt diſcharged thyſelf 
of thy ſtewardſhip, in every part of thy life. And 


I then ſee what armies of fins will preſently riſe up be- 


fore thy eyes, and ſtand ſtaring thee in the face. And 
how wilt thou dare after ſo much guilt, and ſo much 
ingratitude, which is a perpetual aggravation of every 
one of thy: fins, to lift up thy eyes any more to hea- 
WE. ven, or ſo much as to name the holy name of God, 
BY which thou haſt fo often prophaned ? N 

Conclude to be always humble, by a true ſenſe and 
daily remembrance of thy innumerable ſins; to offer 


up daily for them the ſacrifice of a contrite and hum 


bie heart; and to embrace henceforward a penitential 
WE life, as the beſt ſecurity after ſo much guilt. 
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On the goodneſs of God in waiting for famers,. 


FNONSIDER fiſt, the wonders of God's good? 
neſs in his dealings with finners. See with what 
patience he bears with them, and that very often for 4a 
long time; notwithſtanding their repeated provoca- WM 
tions, their continally abuſing all his bounty and mer- WW 
cy, and that infinite hatred he always bears to mortal 
fin, wherever he ſees it. O my ſoul, how much art thou 
indebted to this patience of thy God, in bearing with 
thee, all theſe years paſt, ever ſince thy firſt fall into . 
ſin! Alas! haſt thou not all this time been playing up- 
on the very brink of that dreadful precipice which con- 
ducts to the bottomleſs pit? Haſt thou not been all this 
while within a hair's breadth of a miſerable eternity ? Wi 
Is it not true, that 22 night thou haſt gone to bed, 
thou didſt not know but before the morning thou 
mightſt find thyſelf in hell? Millions have fallen into 
that diſmal dungeon of endleſs wo, whilſt thy God hath 
ſpared thee: millions are now burning in thoſe un- 
quenchable flames for fewer fins than thou haſt com- 

mitted. O bleſſed to all eternity be the infinite good» | 
neſs of my God; and may all his Angels and Saints 
praiſe and glorify him for ever, for having endured me it 6 

ö 

| 


ſo long; for having preſerved me all this time, and con- 
tinual 7 watched over me; or elſe my ſoul had long ſince 
dwelt in hell! 15 | | * * 10 Ih: 

Conſider adly, the many ways by which God ſeeks 
to reclaim. ſinners, and to call them home to him. Re- 
fle&t on the remorſes, and inward reproaches of con- 
ſcience, with which he viſits them; the terrors of his 
judgments, and the allurements of his mercies, which # 
he ſets before them. See how he is continually calling” | 4.0108 
upon. them, by his word, uy his preachers, by noo 1 
books, by good examples, and wholeſome admonitions, ö 19 011 
and. by a number of interiqur invitations and graces. | f 
Has he not dealt thus with thee, my foul, all this tins i — 

ou 1 


4 
i 
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7 MEPLTATIONS oth- 

thou haſt becn going aſtray from him? And what is the 

meaning of all this goodneſs of thy God to ſuch an un- 
deſerving, ungrateful, and obſtinate rebel? Why, it is 
nothing elſe but his own pure mercy and love, in con- 
ſideration of the precious blood of his'Son.” And ſhall 


not all this love of his for thee, ſoften thy heart, u © 


oblige thee, now at leaſt, to reſolve in good.carneſt, to 

return to him: teſt otherwiſe mercy, being long abuſed, | 
| ſhould give place to juſtice: and the land which bas ; 
been fo often watered with rain from heaven, and'{till.. f 
continues to bring forth nothing but thorns and briars, f 
ſhould fall at length under a dreadful curſe, /and- be 7 
condemned to the fire? Heb. vi. 4 


— 1 
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Conſider 3dly, what encoura ement God gives to al! | ir 
ſinners to return to him. 4s I live, ſaith the Lordi fe 
deſire not the death of a finner ; but that he may be con- in 


| vwerted from his ways, and may live. O why will 5% m 
| die, O houſe of Tſracl? Exech. xxxiii, Return, to me an ha 
live, Chap. xviii, Thou haſt gone aſtray after many lovers, cif 
but return to me, and [ will receive thee,. Jeremias iii: © W 
See with What love the good ſhepherd in the Goſpeb I all 

goes after the loſt ſheep ; and with what joy he lays it the 
upon his ſhoulders, and brings it home to the fold, See wit 


* 


how the father runs out to meet the prodigal child, fen. 
when he returns home from the huſks of the ſwine ; ſee 200 


how'he embraces him, cloaths him with the beſt robe, dra 
and makes a feaſt for him, Luke xv, Reflect how che | mai 
Son'of God, when here upon earth, treated,ahe, peni- || con 
tent Magdalene, the thick upon the crols,.,,and, all the 


other ſinners that had recourſe to his mercy : and how CO 
he has declared, that there is more joy in heaven over from 
one penitent ſinner, than over ninety nine juſt, &c. EY ner's 


And let all theſe inſtances and teſtimonies of his gad? muſt 
neſs to'poor ſinners, encourage and determine us to ſtay conte 
vo longer away hem him by fin ; but to ariſe without ich 
delay, and to return to ſo good, „ loving a father, ill; 


by z thorough converſi n. 
fl. Coliclude to Nite no longer the mercies of God. 


by continuing in ſin, but to turn to him, now at deaſt, 
with thy whole he: 


1 


rt; and never to depart im 
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or other occaſions, as may expoſe, her to the danger of 
relapſing into them: the muſt be abſolutely and reſo- 
lutely determined never more to return to them, upon 
any conſideration whatſoever. This is being penitent , 
indeed: But to pretend to be true converts; de 
leaving our ſins, is all a mockery, 51 22 
Confider 3dly, that the principal ingredient of the 
converſion of a ſinner, is the turning to God with bis 
Whole heart: as the principal 3 of fin is the 
turning away from God, Wherefore the true convert 
muſt not only leave the huſks of the ſwine, which he 
has hitherto ſet his heart upon; but he muſt ariſe, and 
return to the embraces of his Father, with a contrite 
and humble, but loving heart, reſolved heneeforward to 
he the eternal ſervant of his divine love. He muſſ re- 
member that many fins are forgiven to him that laueth 
nuch, Luke vii. And that he that has been the greateſt 
debtor, is the moſt obliged to love with his whole 
heart that merciful. creditor, who ſhews ſo much love 
to him, in being fo ready to diſcharge him of his gyent 
debts. In a word, 'a chnſtant adheſion to Gody: by 
joye and obedience, muſt be the perpetual Puff 
of, a true convert. His whole life, for the time he; has 
jet to come, muſt be dedicated and conſecrated to di- 
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all his paſt fins: this is the belt preſervative from all 
"Ha or the kürt 
Conclude to ſhew thyfelf to be a true convert from 
ſin to God, by renouncing all thy criminal affeians, 
and ſacrificing them all to the love of God; by hat- 
ing what thou haſt hitherto loved, and embracing 
with thy whole ſoul thy Lord and Saviour, crucified for 
e Jave &f hee. 
or e "BRIE -* 30 in IR 2 0 


£ 
\QT ff ip r 10 


every D 
TI\ ” A - 


L 3 | 
0 aan pi | February 7, 101132 


01 oe 1 2 


0 On the ſentiments of a penitent ſinner. ie 
Kurd | 


* 
7 


ay. in the 
a 


. 


JON SIDER firſt, that Tera, to che diffe- 
rent ſteps that are uſually taken in the finner' 
converſion, diſforent ſentiments and affections gradually 
take poſſeſſian of his ſoul. And firſt his faith, which 
was. aſleep. before, awakened by ſerious conſideration, 
or hy hearing the ward of God, or aN good 
books; opens his eyes to diſcover in part at leaſt, 


leaſt, how 
odious, how filthy a monſter, bas hitherto had poſſeſſion 


- »4 


% * 


gl his, ſoul : and what dreadiul dangers have ſurrounded 
him, all this time he has been in fin; and ſtill threaten 
bim, with the worſt of judgments from God, both for 
time and eternity. This, by the help of the Holy 


Ghoſt, produces in his ſoul. a wholeſome fear of the 
Juftice of God, and of that miſerable death, judgment, 


and hell, which are daily overtaking unrepenting ſin- 
' pers. Nou this fear is uſually the beginning of the 
- graadelt converſions. O how hard muſt that ſinner be, 
whom neither the ſight of the ſword of God, hanging 
aver. his head, nor of a - miſerable death, following 


cloſe. at his heels, nor of hell, opened under his feet 


and juſt ready to ſwallow him down can move to e- 
pentance | FOE 


whe 14H FI, Te 311 „ : oi wilt ito 
Conkder adly, that the ſinner being alarmed with 


the terrors of divine juſtice, ſeeks to find how he may 
eſeape theſe dreadful evils, that continually threaten” 


him on every ſide 3 and how he may rid himſelf of his 
ſins, the true ſaurce of all theſe evils. And here the 
mercy and gaodneſs of God, and the precious blood of 
the Son of God, ſhed for poor ſinners, preſent them- 
ſelves beſore the eyes of his ſoul; and encourage him 
to hope, that the ſame God, whoſe mercy has endured 
him fo long in his fins; whoſe goodneſs has watched 
over him all this while, preſerving him from innume- 


rable evils, and loading him with innumerable bene- 
"its; who has purchaſed * ſoul of his for himſelf, . 
2 


ſinners 


N MrBTrTATrTrods or 

fo deaf ä rate; and Who has ſhed his on Blood 
dwaſh Him from theſe very ſins; will certainly rel 
ceive him, now he deſires to return to him, (accord- 
ing to his repeated promiſes made to repenting ſinners) 
as he has received millions of others, that have re- 
turned to him after fin; And in this hope, he firmly 
purpoſes to neglect no one thing, required on his part, 

towards obtaining the abſolution and full remiſſion of 
All his fins, and a perfect reconciliation” with 


JI00;.+ OE £2 12 
Conſider 3dly, that the ſinner being thus encouraged, 
and * reſolved to go, and preſent himſelf before the 
throne of divine grace, and there to fue for the par- 
don of all his fins, through the precious blood of the 
Son of God, betakes himſelf to fervent prayer, in öx- 
der to obtain the neceſſary diſpoſition of a contrite and 
humble heart, without which there is no admittancè to 
mercy and grace. This contrite' and humble heart is 
an excellent compoſition of three great virtues; U. 
penance, humility and divine love; penance fills the : 
mT foul wich a horrour, and deep fenſe of ſorrow for fin 
committed, together with an ardent defire to abolifh it a 
WR atany rate: humility obliges the ſoul to condemn. herfelf, 


| 
by reaſon of hermanifold crimes, as worthy of all man- | 
ner of evils, and unworthy of the leaſt good; and to ; 
fit down in the very loweſt place, as the moſt wretched, 
the moſt nenen „and the moſt abominable of all ( 
creatures: and divine love teaches her to conſider and 
deteſt in her fins, not ſo much the evil they bring upon 4 
her, as their infinite malice ; from the infinite oppoſi- t 
tion they have to a God, infinitely good in himſelf, 0 
and infinitely to her; and their enormous out- * 

rages againſt the Son of God, incarnate for the love 
of her. With theſe ſentiments the true penitent en- Q 
deavours to prepare and diſpoſe himſelf for the con- C 
feſſion of his fitis, and abſolution from them. And b 
this is that contrite amd humble heart, which God never 5 
ar 


deſpiſes. Pſalm. L. 
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Conclude if thou wouldft effectually turn from fin 
$0" God, 40 endeavour to walk in theſe gere; ect 
py | nts, cially 


the great ſubje& 


—— el 


Has means; well would 6 en Oe diſcharge 7d 


Ista 


1 
* 


eue Dey in ce Nan 


_ Eially to meditate ſeriouſly, upon the great truths 
relate to cternity ; and ta labour 24 all thy: F 


e e of a contre ag humble heart. 
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CL GN 8 IDE R firſt, that ſentence of our Lodz, 
/ Luke xiii. 5, Except yon do penance, you Hall all 
pereh.... The —— of penance. always was, is, and: 
BA will be, abſolutely neceſſary for every foul, that 
T ch at any time in life, 7 from God by wilful ſin. 
of 15 the 45 plank that can ſave them after the ſhip- 
ave made of their innocence. Aut pœni- 

pk a aut el — — ſays an ancient father; either pe- 
uanca, or bell: fire, there is no medium for wilful ſinners: 
they muſt chooſe one of the two. Sin mult. be pu- 
appt py here ox hereafter ; either by the penitent 
2 * juſtice. Hence the {AG of 
_ ta fac 15 had fallen from God by. ſip, Was 
af the commiſſion of tlie prophets, 

in tha ald Teſtameat, and of the Apoſtles and all apo-. 
ſtalick preachers in the new. Hence it was by preach- 
ing of genaue, and of the neceſſity of brin 205 forth. 
worthy. 2 of, penaucey No St. * aptiſt, was 
for, C Cbriſt, Matt. iii. and. 
ed his miſfion with 15 fame 
ame, Hatt. iu. I there. can be no other Way 

tu come to God and a happy eternity, but either the 91 2 

af innocence, or when we have ſtray' d from this, the ; 

way of fo he 


„ that this virtue. of 050 do 0 not 


So 8 that we Goal, Ss n. to. 
by af change of heart, and Sing: of lil fe; 
he e that we ha labour, ho ni action 1. 


eoſin him by. our ſins 3. ANC Mar 
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as is properly doing penance for our ſins: this is 
dat divine juſtice always expects: this is what the 


Minners.: We cannot be true penitents, without hating 
and deteſting our ſins above all evils, becauſe they 
offend a God infinitely good; now this of neceſſity 
infers a hatred for this traitorous ſelf- love of ours, and 
for all its irregular inclinations and paſſions, as ene- 
mies of God and the ſoul, and eſpecially a hatred for 
this ſinſul fleſh, that is ſo apt to betray us into tn 
areadful' evil of fin. And hence again naturally flows, 
Zn all true penitents, a ſincere and effectual Aeſire of 
puniſhing themſelves for their ſins, a deſire of chuſti- 
| | Ting this fleſh by penitential exerciſes, and thereby 
* going their beſt to make ſatisfaction for their ſins. 
I his is, and ever was, one neceſſary ingredient of that 
virtue of penance, without which the ſinner could 
never be reconciled to an offended Gd. 
-*.Confider + 3dly, how much this way of doing penance 
Tor our ſins is inculcated in holy writ; where we are 
40. often put in mind, of ning to God with 


Aſber, and the like; and where we meet with divers in- 
ſtances of the mercy and favour God'is pleaſed toſne w to 
Vat fuch as exerciſe themſelvesin theſe voluntary mortifi- 
ations and humiliations of the fleſh, when they are ac- 


Rete alſo we learn, that no affurance we ban poſſibly 
FBave of the remiffion of our fins, is to exempt us from 
doing penance for them; when we ſee that King David, 
notwithſtanding the prophet had -affured bim that re 
at Bat taken away bis fin, (2 Satn. xli, 13.) yet ſtill 
ntinued do do pefance for it, as we ind by his pe- 
MBA pers z Which inforer ts} that Ms: fin wils 
always before Him; that be wafhed every nighit his 
cobch with bis tears; that he laboured in Bie groans ; 
that he mingled * alhes with his bread, and tears 
With his drink Sc. O let us imitate this glorious 
| Gu {Yo 807 ibn een TOR SILVA 
diu © 4 _ 


of wenk ability the debt e owe to God ſori them. 


urch of God has always — 2 for from penitent 


weeping and mourning ; ; of doing penance in ſacł- 4 — and | 


comfpanied, a3 they dught to be, with a penitential ſpirit. 


© oO - _ 


> _ - 
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©6nohide, af thou -woultR'be/! a true friend /t 
own ſbul, not to be afraid of hurting this ſinful flaſh, 
which is thy greateſt enemy: but to keep it in ſub- 


jection, by voluntary mortifications, and to chaſtiſer it 
for its e by W l * ai 


Gin e Nee , e e 
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NONS! D E R firſt, that the true manner Gadiag 
penance for our fins; is not to be learnt ſrom the 
Sas, or from the common practice of the-children 
of this world; Who fear nothing more than the hurting Wl 
of themſelves, or the contradicting of their own.-hu= WW 
mours, appetites, . and. inclinations z and therefore this 
bringing forth fruits worthy of penance, is to them a 
hard ſaying, which they cannot endure to hear. But 
the true manner of doing penance for ſin, is to be learnt 
of the children of light, | that is, from the: doQrine, 
and practice of me Saints: who, as they had quite other 
ideas of the evil of ſin, than worldlings have; ſo alſo 
they had a very different way of thinking, and of acting, 
in regard to penance; as they have demonſtrated by 
the penitential auſterities, to which they have con- 
demned themſelves, all their life-time, for expiation 
of the puniſhment due to their ſins, And what axe ſo 
many religious orders, in the church of God, in which 
ſo many thouſands of both ſexes, retiring from the 
world, dedicate themſelves to daily mortifications and 
penances, but as many ſtanding. memorials, and liy- 
ing inſtances, of that true manner of doing penange, 
which the ſpirit of God uſually inſpires to thoſe hm 
he convences. of fin, that is to ſay, whom he makes ſenſi- 
ble of the heniouſneſs of the evil of in, and hoop op 4 
oughtito be done for the expiation of it. wy 
Conſider adly, how this ſame ſpirit of God, Acts Fi 
to the-ancient-.church. thoſe. rules and ordinancess || 
commonly called the penitential canons, which were 
— 4 for many hundred years, — 00 
1109 2 9 Ni 
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NF thus always before their eyes, they ould 
Gad, in penance! for 2 Ine ſome v 


| May LAT von. 


rs; WEr ſubjected t to divers faſts and Let, hu-. . 


4 RS, per es "even, teh, aff" lotet 


yet e g pot thinkthey id 12 O tow ought t his 
to; convince ſinners, that there is ſomething more ta 
be done for the remiſſion of their ſins, than they habe 
hichexto, (be, aware of! For thaugh, Soca to the 
modern” diſcipline of the church, , theſe Ten, 
can are not now enforced: yet as God! is ſill the ame, 
and hn is {till as heinous in his eyes, as it was in for- 
mer ages; ſo the ſinner ſtands no leſs indebted erin, 
d the divine juſtice than formerly, and therefore ough 

de think upon diſcharging this debt, in the beſt manner 
he is able, by frequent faſting and other corparal moc- 
tificatiqus, as well as by al mi- deads, and long continued 

OF (ti, 

wy ES 3dly, that there are three patticulat prac- 
tices of penance, which ought never to 8 by 
any fuch as have, at any time in liſe, been guilty of 
mortal ſin. The firſt and principal is, that they ſhould 
aal in ſpirit to the feet of Du e 
„ My penitential tears, flowing from a ring Þ cart; 


aud there carncftly beg pardon for all their paſt 
WE through his precious blood, The ſecond, 4 220 


naturally flow from the yen e 5 
— 


oluatary Nall 
we Scatians of their 8 will, humour N 

Wl leafts in leder chin if they bre not Courage ar 
1 ON RN greater. be ene 


8 ſhould, in this ſpirit, riſe early in the morning; 
WE Caperjuities in eating, drink! 


; Neeping dude 
n, their vani _ 
and; ſenſuality... The, third. is, chat they 


and mrutify, upon every ece 


e up daily ſor their ſins, in a penitential ſpirit, . 


I the labours, to which their ate of Life is expoſed, with. 


5 | WH their pains and ſufferings of every kind, Which 4 
BL may have.to endure in life or death; to be unite 

; | Fance by, the labours and fufferings of. the 9 
E ; condiderivg themſelves Al ine whilg as unde: 


1 
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, Day he the PL 


«uri be F Ing. 5 | 
9 dance aid n ' them "by / the fon ty 
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tience, 'ahd coura ? Whoſcever mall 9 
ſeyere. in the prof of theſe three 1 Mr 
lowed. of one d 

crown of true penitents ; though cir 8 


life ſtrength, or health, may not have admitted of i Hy 
other penitential auſterities. < But no condition of N fe, | 


or other circumſtances whatſoever, ought to difp 
with any ſinner, from theſe three moſt eaſy, and moſt 
wholeſome N oſ p penance, | 


Oonclude . upon doing penance for thy ſins, in the 


beſt 1 manner NOK, - art able, now whbilſt thou haſt time 
before thee ; left © otherwiſe thou be ſurprized and 


overtaken with the night, and may'ſt then wiſh in j 


vain to have done e when time thall be no 
more. _ 


; EET IE as 2 1 F L305 
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VONSIDER firſt, in this parable, the infinies 
» riches of th the e goodpeſs and, bounty of the Sen of 
God "who, wit . diſtinction, or reſpect of perſons, 
my elena the ſeed of his word, and of his 


grace S al] king of "oils. © This ſeed is "heavenly?" I 
tis capable of producing fruit a hundred fold: : he him! 


ſelf is the awer and he himſelf waters with rain from 
heaven the feed he has ſown: and yet three parts ih 
four of this divine ſeed are loſt; for want of 41 Cornel 
ſpondence ili the foil, / Ehriſtians, ſee in what manner 


reſpond with the divine gr 
ſalvation is here at Na N ou brit — 
fruit, agreeable to this divine ded; you ſhall liv oo 


you receive the ſeed of — N i ſee how, york O : | 


it for” endleſs ages, in the kingdom of heaven: Bue if | 1 


FR ſuffer the ſoil of your ſoul to be like a beaten 


beaten hig 
3, or like a rock; covered but wien tn 


y as true penitents Rr. 


n 1TATIONS for. 
| £#M grand Seren with thorns — 
4 e od will; be loſt'apon'yoit; 40d 
| you will be ance for the Jobs of it; and. miles 
\ dle for all e 
| -= Cobſidet Zy, what is here meant by the Ag key 
| Where the ſeed: troden' under foot, or pickt up by the 
. and ſetc he juſtly all ſuch fouls ate compared 
INN apes or a besten path, as live in the argetful- 
God, and in a continual di n of thought; 
4 Py a to become 2 mere thorough-fare for every pas. 
ſenger that pleaſes; that is, for every. ile amuſement, 
wn that offers itſelf; for every impertinent ar finiſul iena- 
4 giaation ; without apy fence at all of the fear of God; 
ar any care to keep off thaſe wicked ſpirits, ſignitied 
by the birts,- which are ever upom the watch to'tatch 
| away this divine feed of God's ward, that lies ts 
unregarded on the ſurface of the ſoul. But what. is 
the remedy for this evil? No other, to be ſure, than to 
= plow up this ground, that has hitherto been made a 
== tgbway; to ſence it in, in ſuch 2 — as that * 
1 ers may have no langer liberty to 
| trampling 7t pinder foot ; and A it fo that th 
ſeed may be covered by the earth, and ſiè no longer 
1 expoſed to be à prey to he birds, For a highway, or 
_ beaten” path, as long as it remains ſuch, can never 
x bring forth fruit, Now in the ſpirtual ſenſe, we plow 
p the foil of the, ſoul, by daily meditations upon 
Germ truths; we fence it in, by a ſpirit of recol- 
teGiqn ;; and we preſerve the divine ſeed, which is to 
mak it freitfal, from our ſpiritual enemies, by letting 
WW it * fal deep into our ſouls; and there guarding it, by 
Wh arching and prayer. 
1% | Cooler 3dly, who they are that are meant by the 
or Heuy ground 291, Where there is no depth of 
We bye ner proper moiſture to nouriſ the feed, ſo 4 
0 bring the frujt to maturity : viz. ſuch fouls as fe- 
El ecive in Moy the word of God ; end are moved by it, 
doe make ſome good reſolutions, and ſome flender ef- 
Kill forts tawards bringing. forth the fruits of a new life 3 
WW but the v of their old bad habits, (which Bu 
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A reſqlutions are 1 | 

to reach 3 588 

— he 0 2. fe. or, 5 y wither a- 
WAY: and be 0 dy, here he to. procure 
1 rb be ſoftened, we — 

icaviqn, to, men Prayers. | 
nde ae W a . are b brought, to 
give way to th bo Gr ang Pars of od. Which are ca- 


Fable cen of breaking. the rock in pieces, and df 
changin it into ſprings. of water. 6 \ $7 ek it 
e to be ayer attentive to the gracigus. | 

25 po EASE 9255 l | 
to Jet this divine ſe cep into thy | 
dy en * if 3 +0 ere 1 e W 
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ft 7 1 ! 


6. hst £1 „ 
— pers Tg of the ae | | 


gits 2. 
STDER firſt, that there remains 4 
* Top 5 which rings no fruit ta maturity 
. ned, which receives indeed, | 
2 of the divine word; but ſuffets it not 5 £5 
ups and by ors but ober powers it, and chokes 1 
ns, lch are its natural e 
505 957 Kaen a much ſtronger root therein; 
whi 725 ground; are meant aft they 7 who heart 
ward ox are otherwiſe fivoited with the 
ſits 17% 0 NN and calls; but art ſo Unhappy — il. 
ſuffer alt this "Reavenly ſeed to be over-powered, 2 10 
re zup with, their” carnal affections and luſt; = | 1113 


| 


pur Savigur fays, with the carer and vithes, du pla. 


0 1 and 5 geild, 1 fruit. Luke vi is it af 
e hs Fo 15 not thy "misfottune.” Nen 40 
wy 5 1 ou haſt b viſixed Wach graces from hea- | | | 
often thou h 17 7 or 255 the word o 
WY What al ys js divine ſeed; fütgerto | 5 
HM, in thee ? It is well if; inftead' of the encredte | 
115 under fold, it has not been rentred abfohntely 10 


fruitle's, || | 


55 
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thy diſorderly 

| Which thou haſt loved more than God. n 

Conſider 2dly, that horny ground can never bring 
| any fruit to perfection, except the thorns be ſir 

rooted up: for ſince they are much ſtronger than the 


occaſion of ſin, Gen. iii. 17, 18.) as long as they are 
| faffered to occupy the ground, they will of courſe over- 
| power, and choke up the good grain. Wherefore, if 
| we deſire to bring forth fruit, and that the ſeed of the 
| word, and of the grace of God, ſhould not be loſt up- 
on us, we muſt ſeriouſly apply our ſouls to the root- 
ing out theſe thorns of our irregular affections to 
worldly toys, and ſenſual pleaſures: for as long 

theſe are predominant in our ſouls ; the ſeed of heaven 
will bring forth no fruit there. Now this rooting out 
of theſe thorns is the proper buſineſs of the virtue of 
ſielf. denial, that is, of the daily mortification of our paſ- 
| Hons and natural inclinations, which are ever prone to 
evil; and, if not kept under, hurry the ſoul into all 
| kind of vice, and ſtiſſe all the graces and inſpirations 
| of heaven. This then mult be the care of every 
| Chriſtian, this our daily labour, to keep thele thorns 
| under, that they may not over-power the ſeed of the 
word, and of the grace of God in our ſouls. And 


| love. of God, or of our duty to. him, we muſt look 


| enemies to the ſeed of heaven, and to our true'wel- 
| fare, either for time or eternity, , 


: 


| be of the number of thoſe, 10h with a good and per- 
elt heart, bear the wird and fetp it, and bring forth 


| fruit in patience. He muſt hear it with.a good heart 3 


out of idle curioſity, but for his own inſtruction and | 


edification ; notto carp at it, or criticize upon it; butt 


"i 


1 


fruitleſs, if We debe to thee, by the thorns of 
affections to the things of this world, 


corn, and have taken a deeper root in this unhappy ſoil, 
(in conſequence of the curſe laid upon our earth by 


whatſoever we affect or love, to the prejudice of the 
| upon as thorns, and diſcharge from our ſouls, as mortal 
' Conſider 3dly,' that the Chriſtian muſt endeavour to 


be the good ground, in which the ſeed of God's word 
; 2 fruit an hundred - fold: that is, he muſt labour to 


be. 


- everye Day in tba Nd | 
letyitz{ink(inta his ſoul, for the reformation of hi Life.! 
He muſt hear it with a perfoct beart, embracing it 39? W 
the word, and truth of God, brought to him fem, 
heaven by the Son of God, and deſigned to carry hitn 
to heaven. He mult teep it, by-layitig'it up carefully** 
ina his mind; and often meditating upon it: he rl 
ever follow its light, and regulate all his- ſteps by it. 

le muſt bring forth fruit, with it: by exertiſing im 
ſelf; daily in thoſe virtues which it recommends, and 
advancing continually, by its direction, in the love'of © Wi 
God, and in the way of Chriſtian perfection: And 
this fruit he muſt bring forth in patience; that is with WW 
conſtancy and perſeverance, notwithſtanding all the 
difteulties, and oppolitions; he will be fure to meet 
with from the world, the fleſh, and the devil. AS 

Conclude to rid thy foul of all the thorns'that may © Wit 
hinder. it from bringing forth fruit to God; that thou WWW 

mayſt be the good ground that may yield a hundred 1 


fold a | 
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put oft their repentance and their converſion to Gk 
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| Tor 7 wi; ion 5310 8 47 1 75 $016 
YO NS1DER firſt, chat of al the trieks of fl. 
an, by which he deludes unhappy ſouls, to theit i 
eternal ruin, there is none more common, or mot 
12 K 2 x 34 An 
dangerous, than this by which he perſwades them to Yr | 


a 
from time to time, till there is no more time for them. 
Alas I thouſands and millions of poor ſouls. have been N 


— 
— 
— 


bean” 


1 
ſelveß, gr of dying in their fins, as any one now living 0 
but by putting off their converſion{they have gone | 
on provoking the divine juſtice, till by a juſt judgg- 
ment of God, they have been cut off, when they leaſt * 
"peed it; and dying as they"lived, have been aftcgß,, 
wn , dd sende end everlaſting death, Wa 

"ppp, retches, who ela” not believe the juſt judge, | 

ws Whg 


fe ae who thought as little of damning them 


8 i 
9 4D S Or poor b Wilt 
thus betrayed, into that bottomleſs pity. of never end. 
ing wo, where the worm never dies, and the fire is never þ j | 
14 il} 
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who has fo often warned them to watch; and aflured 
them that otherwiſe he ſhould ſurpriſe them, like a 
_ thief in the night, when they leaſt expected him. 
Ah! how dreadful and how common are theſe judg- 
ments! _ | ro, 
Conſider 2dly the inſupportable affront, that ſinners 
offer to the divine majeſty, when being invited and: 
preſſed by his heavenly graces to a reconciliation with 
their offended God, they put him off till another 
time ; ſhutting their ears to his ſweet calls ; and refu- 
ſing him the entrance of their hearts, where he ſtands 
and knocks, Alas ! If he withdraws himſelf, they are 
undone for ever: and how dare they treat him with ſo 
much contempt ? Is it not an infinite goodn: ſs in him, 
to have already ſuffered them ſo long in their fins, to 
have .reſtrained the ſword of his juſtice from falling 
upon their guilty heads ; to have dr them ſo long . 
out of hell, hanging as they were all the while over p 
this bottomleſs. pit, and ſupported only by a flender a 
thread of a brittle life, which he held in his hand? Is 1 
d 


* 


it not an inexpreſſible condeſcenſion in his divine ma- 
jeſty, after their repeated treaſons, to allow them any 
conditions of peace and reconciliation at all? How bu 
much more to call after them, when they are running | thi 
away from him; and to preſs them ſo earneſtly to ene 
return to him; whereas he has no need at all of 
them; but only ſeeks their welfare? But what then be. 
ought they not to apprehend from his juſtice, if they ther 
ſtill refuſe his offers of mercy ; and flight his graces guil. 
and calls? Can any puniſhment be too great for ſo 

much inſolency, for ſo much obſtinacy, and for ſo 
much ingratitude ? O!] let them give ear to his threats 


by the mouth of the wiſeman. Prov. i. Becauſe I have On 
called, and you have refuſed to hear. I have fretcbed - © 
out my hand, and you would not regard me. D ( NC 


baue deſpiſed all my counſels, and neglefted my repre 
benfions, Therefore will 7 alſo laugh at yaur de 
22 and will mack, when that Wh? Ie feare 
Hall come upon you. Then ſhall they call bn 
and I will not hear, &c, © 

| | ol 
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every Day in the Nar. 87 
Conſider 2dly the monſtrous preſumption the ſinner 
is guilty of, in wilfully perſiſting in ſin, upon the 
confidence of a future converſion. Wretch that he 
is, how dares he pretend to diſpole of the time to 
come, when he is not maſter of one moment of wr © 
Or how has he the aſſurance to promiſe himſelf greater 
graces hereafter, than thoſe he abuſes at preſent, Does 
he not know that God alone is the maſter both df 
time and grace? And that he has neither promiſed 
the time nor grace of a true converſion hereafter, to. 
any one of thoſe who. put off their repentance at the 
preſent? 80 far from it, that he has often ſiguiſied to J. 
ſuch preſumptuous ſinners, that they ſhall neither 1 
have the time, nor the effectual ace which they pro- Wt 
miſe themſelve z but that they. ſhall be ſurgriſed, and {| 1 
die in their ſins. According to that of the wiſeman 
Ecelef. v. 8, 9. D 27 2 ” 4 10 the ford, 
and defer it not fram day te day: or his wrath fal 
come 225 Ala, and in the time vengeance he 
Conclude never to expoſe thy dear foul, by any 
delays, to the dreadful danger of dying in thy fins : 
but if at any time thou haſt reaſon to apprehend 
thou haſt loſt the grace of God, by ſin; uſe thy beſt 
endeavours. to be reconciled out of hand, Tis a dread- 
ul ching to be an enemy of God, though it were to 
be only for one night. That night may be thy laſt: || ql 
/ | therefore never venture to lie down to fleep, under the 
s | guilt of mortal fin. | 4 | — 
O 
$ 
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On the folly of deferring our converſion ta God 

'YONSIDER firſt, how foolifk it is for the ſinner, 

Then called, when invited, and preſſed, by the 

beſt of Fathers, to return to him; to chooſe. rather to 
continue a ſlave to ſatan, for to feed his ſwine 3 and 
o prefer the. huſks of ſwine, which can never fatisfy 
dim, before W and the happy liberty 
Ko | * E een of 
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of che children of God. Ah! poor wretch, open thy 
- "x and ſee how ſtrangely thou art deluded ? Thy 
d proffers thee his mercy, his grace, his fayour, , 


the honour of being his child, his ſpouſe, his tem- 
ple, a ſhare in his heavenly: treaſures; bis peace, 


his comforts, his table, his kingdom, his Hol Spirit,; 
in a word, himſelf, and all that is good: And thou 
art ſo blind, and ſo mad, as to deſire him to kgep all 
his favours for another time; and to make choice for 
thyſelf at preſent of the extremity of all miſery; by; 
chooſing to go on yet awhile under the dreadful guilt 
of mortal ſin, a wretched ſlave to ſatan, fin and hell. | 
Can any madneſs be comparable to this? 
Conſider 2dly, how vain and fooliſh are thoſe pre- 
texts, by which ſinnets ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed 
upon, when they defer their converſion to God: 
eſpecially with regard to pretended (difficultics in the 


undertaking, which would all preſently be put to 


flight, and vaniſh away; if they would but once hear- 


tily ſet their hand to the work. But what is the moſt 


common delufion, is that they vainly imagine, they 
thall do it more eaſily another time. A dreadful 
deluſion indeed ! ſince both reaſon and daily expe- 
rience muſt make it evident, that the longer this 
work is deferred, the harder it is to bring it about. 
And how thould it be otherwiſe ; ſince by theſe de- 
Jays, and by continuing to add ſin to fin, their finful 
habits grow. daily ſtronger upon them, and conſe- 
quently harder to be ropted out; the devils power 
over them daily encreaſes ; and God Almighty, pro- 
voked by their repeated abuſes of his graces, and their 
obſtinate impenitence, withdraws himſelf further'and 
further from them; and ſuffers them by degrees to 
fall into that blindneſs and hardneſs of heart, which 
of all evils is the moſt. difficult to be cured, 

Conſider 3dly, the folly of all ſuch as put off their 
converſion to God, through the apprehenſion af, the 
confeſſion of their ſins; and chooſe to ſuffer for A 
long time the gnawing worm of a guilty conſcienice, 


with all the other evils that always attend on * 
ta 


—— 
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tal fin ; and to be continually expoſed to the danger 
of death and hell, and to all the judgments of an of- 

fended God; rather than te undergo a ſmall confu- 

ſion, that would laſt but one moment, and would im- 
mediately be followed with unſpeakable comfort, and 
with a ſpeedy pardon, reconciliation, peace, and grace. 
Would not all the world condemn that perſon of the 
greateſt folly and madneſs, who labouring under a moſt 
painful, and mortal diſtemper, ſhould refuſe an eaſy, 
ſafe and ſovereign remedy, only becauſe it was diſa- 
greable to the palate, juſt for the moment of the takRͤ- Wl 
ing of it? But O how much. more unaccountable is 
the folly and madneſs of the ſinger, who for fear of ſo 
ſmall an humiliation, as the confeſſion of his fins, to a 
miniſter of God, tied by the laws, both of God and 
man, to an eternal ſecrecy, refuſes all the medicines 
of heaven, under a mortal diſeaſe, which is hurrying 
him on towards an eternal death; and chooſes rather 
to riſk his all, for eternity, than to diſcover his illneſs 
to his phyſician? | 

Conclude not to ſuffer the enemy to impoſe 
upon thee, with any of bis deceitful wiles; fo as 
to induce thee to continue playing upon the brink 
of a precipice, with the fword of God hanging over 
thy head. No prudent perſon would refuſe to be 
immediately reconciled to a man whom he had of- 
fended, who had the power and authority, to con- 
demn him to a cruel death, for his offenſe : how much 
leſs ſhould the ſinner put off his reconciliation with an 
offended God, who can in an inſtant caſt both his bo- 
dy and foul into hell ; and who is highly provoked by 


February 14. 


On deathbed performances. 165 
Conn firſt, that if it be ſo great an evil, 1 1 


| to defer, for any conſiderable time, ones conver- 
lion to God, and ones reconciliation with him; it 
ca 13 e 
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of contrition, and of the love of God; that you will 
PH | make 
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muſt be an evil incomparably greater, to form a pre- 
meditated deſign of putting it off, to, the end of our 


Iffe, upon the confidence of a deathbed repentance : 
becauſe the riſk, the preſumption, the madneſs, the 
outrage offered to God in this caſe is incomparably 
greater: So that it is well, if one in a thouſand of 
them, that are guilty of ſuch a formal deſign of put- 
ting a cheat upon the divipe juſtice, (by indulging 
themſclves in ſin all their life time, and then only 
thinking to make their peace with God, when they can 
ſin no longer) ever meet with even the poor chance 
of a deathbed confeſſion; much leſs with the grace of 
an effectual converſion, Oh! no: ſuch ſinners will 
find to their loſs that God is not to be mocked; Gal. vi. . 
The general rule is that what a man ſoweth the ſame 


q ball he reap : and that as a man lives, ſo ſhall he die. 


A'rule ſo general, that in the whole ſcripture we have 
but one inſtance of a happy death after a wicked 


life, viz. that of the good thief : an example ſo ſingu- 


lar in all its circumſtances, as to afford no kind of en- 
couragement to ſuch ſinners, as deſign before hand, 
to give the flip to God's juſtice, by a deathbed con- 
verſion. | 

Conſider 2dly, how very little it is, that the ſinner 
is capable of doing on his deathbed, towards his con- 
verſion ; when either, the dulneſs and ſtupidity, cauſed 


by his fickneſs, or by the quality of the medicines ; or 


the pains and agonies, which he endures in body or 
in mind, render him quite unfit for prayer, and inca- 
pable of attention to reading; or of any ſerious appli- 
cation of his. thoughts to the great buſineſs of his ſoul. 
Alas! if a little headach, or any other flight indiſpo- 
fition, be enough to hinder us at any time from mak- 
ing any ferious meditation, or praying with devotion, 
how much leſs ſhall we be able to attend to prayer, or 
to do any thing elſe to the purpoſe, when we ſhall be 
ſurprized with a mortal illneſs, and with the pangs 
of death? O Chriſtians let not yourſelves then be 
impoſed upon with vain imaginations of the fine acts 
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great miracle of grace, which he is ſeldom diſpoſed to 

work in favour of ſuch preſumptuous wretches, as have 

made a practice all their lifetime of mocking of him. 

ance upon the deathbed 
ormances of habitual ſinners: no, not even though, 

like Antiochus, they ſhould ſhed tears plentifully : 

theſe are often influenced by the fear of death, more | 

than the love of God. Take thou care of one at leaſt, | 

by living always, for thy own part, as thou deſireſt to 

die: and exhort all that belong to thee, to ſecure their 

fouls, by this ſame method: tis the only ſafe way. 


— 


February 1 5. 


On the diſpoſitions with which we are to enter upon 
; the ſervice of God, From Ecclus ii. 


words of the wiſeman Eccluſ. ii, 1. Son, : when 
Wi thou comeſt to the-ſervice of God, ſland in juſtice, and 
8,” fear, and prepare thy ſoul for temptation + and learn 
from theſe preſcriptions of the Holy Ghoſt to enter up- 
on the ſervice of God, with a ftrong reſolution of not 


it NSIDER firſt, and diligently attend to thoſe 


being diſcouraged with the oppoſition thou ſhalt meet | 
with from the world, the fleſh, and the devil; and with 
a determination to ſtand thy ground in this ſpiritual þ 
Warfare, like a valiant ſoldier; putting on the armour . 
of Chriſtian juſtice, and of the fear of God: according © 
to that of the Apoſtle, Eph. vi. 13, &c. Take unto you 4 
the armour of God, that you may be able to reſiſt in the 1 
evil day, and io fland in all things perfect. Stand there- 0 
ore having your loins girt about with truth (that is, with + 
| ſincerity in your intention towards God) and having on 105 
8. the breaſt plate of juſtice (that is, of Chriſtian virtue, | 
| with a full determination, at all events, to be true to * 
your God) in all things taking the ſhield of faith, where- — 
with you may be able to extinguiſb all the fiery darts of . = 
| the moſt wicked one; (by a lively ſenſe of God and eter- th : 

| nity) and take unto you the helmet of ſalvation. (that is, 6 * 
an humble confidence in God; ) and the ſword of the, * 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit, which is the word of God : viz. by frequent hear: 
ing, reading, or meditating on divine truthis. And be- 
ing thus prepared for the fight, you: will not fail af gain- 
ing tHhevideeyt er een en wana 
Conſider 2dly, what the wiſeman further preſeribes 
td all that deſire to ſueceed in this glorious enterprize; 
which is to bring us to God, and to eternal life. Hum- 
ble thy heart, ſays he, and endure; (that is, ſuppreſs, 
and keep under, all the irregular rifings of thy pride and 
paſſion, that ſhall offer to oppoſe thy undertaking :): i 
wait on God with patience, join thyſelf to Gid and en- 
dure, that thy life may be encreaſed in the latter end. 
Takt all that ſhall be brought upon thee ; and in thy er- 
row endure, and in thy humiliation keep patience. For: 
gold and filver are tried in the ſire, but acceptable men in 
the furnace of humiliation, Excellent leſſons, not only 
for beginners, but for all that are on tlieir journey to-—- Ji 
wards heaven! for croſſes, ſufferings, and humiliations JH 
are the portion of all the ſervants of God: and patiencFr 
and courage in adverſities, humbling! ourſelves under. || 
the hand of God, and a perfect reſignation to his holy: . Ji! 
will, ſerve to qualify all our afflictions, and to make; 
them light and eaſy, as well as infinitely advantageovus 
to our ſouls, O how happy are they who have learnt |! 
what it is to join themſelves. to Gad, in all they have to 
ſuffer ! O what a happineſs is to be found in enduring 
in his company, and with an entire conformity to hs 
bleſſed will! what an encreaſe- will this give ta aur lie 
in the latter end; by adding to it a happy eternity - | | | 
Conſider 3dly, that one of the moſt excellent diſpo * 
ſitions for Mtaining to alf good, and the moſt effettual. | }| 
ans to begin well, to advance daily, and to continue: Ih 
to the end in the happy ſervice of God, is to conceive, ol 
and to nouriſh in the ſoul, à great eſteem for a virtuuus 
and devout life, an earneſt deſire of being good, a hun- 
5 thirſt after Chriſtian juſtice; in a word, an ar- 
nt love for true wiſdom, which indeed is no other 
than the knowledge, love, and ſervice of God. I ui hꝭ,jt 
ſays the wiſeman, Miſdom vil. 7. and under ſtandeng was | | || 
given me, and I called, and the ſpirit of wiſdom cum up- | — 1 
OSM on | 
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1 brough ber hands. --- For ſhe is an infinite treaſure to 


men, which they that uſe become the friends of God. O 


how glorious are the things that are ſaid, both here, and 


in many other paſſages of the divine oracles, of this 


heavenly wiſdom ! O how lovely, how deſirable, is this 


| 165 treaſure, this precious pearl of virtue and devotion, 
which is the Low” wiſdom ! who would not give all 
wy things elſe to purchaſe ſuch an ineſtimable — But 


behold the wiſeſt of men, yea the Spirit of by him, 
caſſures us, that we need but deſire it, ſeek it, and love it, 


i} with all vr hearts, and it ſhall be our on. 


© Conclude to obſerve all theſe heavenly leſſons ; and 
chey will not fail to bring thee to God. He earneſtly 
defires to make thee happy, by making thee his true ſer- 


5 vant ; if thou deſireſt the ſame, how canſt thou miſ- 
_ Cc 1 thy defire be fervent oy x h 
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NONSIDER firſt, that a devout life is de 


to an eternal life. For true deuotion is the very per- 
fection of charity and love; ſhe is the queen of virtues. 
| But beware, O my ſoul, of the errour of ſuch falſe de- 
dates, as make all ee conſiſt in certain external 
exerciſes, deſtitute of the internal ſpirit; or in huddling 
[| over a number of prayers, or in frequent faſtings, diſci- 
1 plines, or hair ſhirts; or in giving alms; or in fre- 
quenting the ſacraments; or in following ſome other 
{ religious practices, which happen to be agreeable to 
their inclinations ; though they remain all” the while 
! unmortified in their — full of ſelf. love, and void 


0 of all true charity, either to God, or to their geigh- 


bours; 


— Ga ; 
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. . I preferred her before kingdoms and thrones? } 


5 1 od eftetmed riches nothing in compariſon with her. - -- 
it: loved her above hralth and beauty, and all good thing* 


cape to me together with her, and innumerable riches 


the moſt happy of lives, and the moſt ſecure way 
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bours : whereas true devotion cannot be without keep: : 
ing of all the commandments, but more eſpecially thoſe 
two, of m God above all things, and aur 1 = 
bours as qurſelyes. , | | 
- Conſider 2dly, that to be truly devout, is to give one- 
ſelf truly to, God, according to the original meaning of 
the word dari which ſignifies a ET 1 and con- 
ſecration of -one-ſelf to Go 80 that true devotion Þ| 
conſiſts in always ſeeking God, and ending to him, in 
embracing in all things his holy will ever lovi 3 
arid obeying his holy law. He that dogs this, is truly 
| devout; but he that does not love the will of 1 
better than his own humour, is not devout, al h he 
prays all day long, and ſheds floods of tears, - 
quently, he that is a flave to any of his paſſigns, he that i 
entertains a rancour to any one of his neighbours,. be 
that ſets his heart upon the world, and its toys, more 
than God, can never be truly * becauſe he wants 
the very n of true devotien, which is loving ⁵⁶ 
God above all things. As to thoſe other things men- 
tioned above, they are often the attendants of true de- 
votion, or its effects: but then devotion does not con- 
ſiſt in any of them, and they may often be found in ſuch ||| 
as have no true devotion, no true charity, nor even true 
faith ; without which no one can pleaſe ad, Heb. xi. 
Conſider 3dly, that true devotion is not always ſen- 
ſible, nor does it conſiſt in certain ſenſible tender, 
which ſome people experience in prayer; whilſt otherg, | 
who perhaps in the ſight of God are much better Chri- 
ſtians, meet with nothing for a long time but dryneſs | 
and deſolation. Some perſons are of a more. ſoft and | 
kanye nature, and are ey affected even unto tears; | 10 
| et withal are very ſuperficial in the love of God; 
$1 ly forget their ile eſclutions of ſerving him; | 1 * 
eaſily yield in the time of temptation; ſhrink ed 
every croſs; and never arrive at ſolid virtue: and where | 
1s their devation all this while, ſince it dries up, like 
Ne in a moment, and brings forth no fruĩt? How | 


| 


—— 
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a : who goes not to prayer to ſeek. his own plea 

ſure, but to pleaſe his God, and to glorify him; who 

is willing to take up the croſs, and to help his Saviour in 

the carriage of his croſs, by bearing, for the love of 

him, the dryneſs and deſolation that he endures; with- 
out leaving his aceuſtomed exerciſes: in a word, whoſe 
prayer is a conformity of his own will to the will of ; 
God. O this is devotion indeed: but ſenſible conſo- 

I lations, without this conformly, deſerve not the name 

of devotion. 

Conclude to make no account of any * of fi 
votion, that is not accompanied with charity, humility, 

and conformity to the will of God; and thou wilt be 

ſure not to be impoſed upon, as great numbers have 
been, by falſe appearances,” and phantoms of devotion, 

8 to the danger of the loſs of their precious ſoulss. 
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On the ojpof tion there is between the det 


15 and the GCoſpel. For Shrove-Tide. 
C2 8 I D E R firſt, that 'tis not for We 55 : 
the Son of God in the Goſpel, ſo often declares p 

againſt the 2world, as a capital enemy of him and his: 0 
becauſe light and darkneſs are not more oppoſite than p 
the world and the Goſpel.- The maxims and practices yy 
of the one are quite contradictory to the other. The y 
world perpetually recommends what the Goſpel con- 8 
| demns, and condemns what the Goſpel recommends. " 
Te world is made up of pride, ambition, and vain- * | 
glory; the Goſpel breaths nothing but humility, ſelf- 3 
contempt, chooſing the loweſt place, and becoming as 5 
W little children: affuring us that otherwiſe there is no oy: 
heaven for us. The world inſpires a covetous ſpirit, the ju! 
Jove of mammon, and a fondneſs for worldly toys; the Fl , 
Goſpel inculcates the neceſſity of deſpiſing all theſe | 
things, and of quitting all things, at leaſt in affection, 957 
to follow Chriſt, The world is a ſlave to ſenſual pet” \ 
ures, | 
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ſures, and places its whole happineſs in ratifying and 
indulging its own bumours and inclinations : the Goſ- 
pel requires, as the very firſt and moſt neceſſary condi- 
tion to be a diſciple of Chriſt, that we ſhould deny our-, 
ſelves, hate our own humours and inclinations, and 
take up our croſs, and follow him. The world imagines 
them bleſſed, that abound the moſt with worldly ho- 
nours, riches, delicacies, paſtimes, and other worldly. 
enjoyments, and have no one to thwart or contradict 
them. The Goſpel, on the contrary, pronounces them 
bleſſed that are poor in this world, that ſuffer injuries 
and affronts with meekneſs, that weep and mourn, and 
that are reviled and perſecuted by men. In a word, the 
life of worldlings is a perpetual contradiction t the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. And the life of Chriſt, andssfealltthe i} 
true children of the Goſpel, is a perpetual cenſure of 1378 
the world, and its maxims. See, my ſoul, which thou 
hadſt rather follow, the world or the Goſpel; the broad 
way, or the narrew ; the way of perdition, or the way 
of life. | rg 
Conſider 2dly, that Chriſtianity never had a more 
dangerous enemy than the world; and never yet ſuf- | 
tered half ſo much from all the perſecutions of infidels, . (I 
that have been from the beginning, as it continually. || #1 
ſuffers from theſe falſe brethren, who, under the Chri- 
ſtian name, are perpetually undermining the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and promoting the kingdom of * The per- 
ſecutions of infidels made innumerable Saints, and 4 
ſerved very much to purify, and to propagate, , tze 
cnurch and kingdom of Chriſt : whereas, this war that | 
is continually carried on by wicked Chriſtians, againſt 
the morals and maxims of the Goſpel, draws away, in- 
numerable ſouls from Chriſt, corrupts the innocence 
even of the beſt inclined, enflaves them to Satan and 
lin, and Condemns them to hell. O let us beware of | || 85 
this mortal enemy of our ſalvation, this torrent of world. 
ly cuſtom, theſe pernicious maxims of a deluded and 
deluding world. ne e 
Conſider 3dly; with relation to this very time o; | 
Shrove-tide, how wide a diſtance there is between the. ike 
Vor. I. 954: 26h true 
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make God thy enemy. 
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true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and the practice of the chil- 


dren of this world. The church ſets aſide this time 
for a time of devotion and penance, that it may be a 
ſuitable preparation for the ſolemn faſt of Lent ; there- 
fore ſhe puts on at this time her penitential attire ; ſhe 
calls upon her children to enter into a penitential diſpo- 
ſition 3 to renounce now their evil ways, and to confeſs 
their fins ; that, by removing theſe rubs out of the way, 
they may be properly prepared for meeting with mercy 
and grace, at this - ee time of mercy and grace. 
The very name of Shrove-tide, in the ancient Engliſh, 
ſignifies the time of confeſſion of ſins, becauſe our catholic 
anceſtors were taught to turn to God, at this time, with 
their whole hearts, by humble confeſſion and penance. 
But Ohow ſadly has the ſpirit of the world perverted this 
pious inſtitution, and turned this time of devotion and pe- 
nance into a time of riot and fin ; even of ſuch exceſſes and 
extravagances, as would much better ſuit with the hea- 
thenifh feſtivals of Bacchus, than with any Chriſtian 
ſolemnity; much leſs with a preparation for a peniten- 
tial faſt. Beware thou, my ſoul, of conforming thy- 
ſelf to the world, in any of its extravagances at this 
time, left by joining now with this enemy of God, and 
of thy ſalvation, thou come to loſe both thyſelf, and thy 
God, for all eternity. 

Conclude to give ear to the divine oracles. Love not 


the world, nor the things that are in the world, If any 
i man love the world, the love $4 the Father is not in him, 
! 


1 John ii. 15. The friendſhip of this world is the ene- 
my of God : Whoſoever therefore will be a friend of 
this world, becometh an' enemy of God, James iv. 4. 
And fince the word of God thus expreſly declares, 


& that there can be no ſuch thing as being a friend both 
1 to God and the world, keep off from the love of the 


world, and from its maxims and cuſtoms, leſt thou 
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| February 18. 1 
On fighting under the ftandard of Jeſus Chriſt. | | 


ONSIDER firſt, that there are upon earth, 
and have been all along, two oppoſite kingdoms, - 
two oppoſite intereſts, two oppoſite cities, Jeruſalem ? 
and Babylon, the city of God, and the city of the devil; 
two oppoſite ſtandards, that of Jeius Chriſt, and that of 
Satan. From the time that man unhappily fell from 
God by fin, Satan ſet up his tyrannical uſurpation; 
which he has, by all kind of tricks and lyes, endeavoured 
to maintain ever ſince; by alluring poor deluded mor- 
tals with the glittering ſhew of worldly pomps, riches, Þ 
and pleaſures, to become his flaves, and to fight under 
his ſtandard ; and by-eftabliſhmg amongſt them his laws 
and maxims, calculated for nothing elſe but to make 
them miſerable both for time and eternity. And ah 
how unhappily has he prevailed over millions! what 
multitudes every where join with him againſt their Gd! 
how is this wretched Babylon ſpread over all the 
earth | | 
Conſider 2dly, that Jeſus Chriſt came into this | 
world, to ſet up his ſtandard, in oppoſition to the ſtan- 
dard of Satan, and to invite all men to follow him; 
promiſing to deliver his followers from all their evils, 
and to impart to them all his good. They that duly | 
correſpond with his call, and join his royal ſtandard, 
make up the city of God, the blefled Jeruſalem, the 
church of the Saints. But ſee now the immenſe diffe- 
rence between theſe two oppoſite cities and their-inha- 
bitants ; how happy the one, and how miſerable. the 
other. The children of Babylon are miſerable indeed; 
they are flaves to paſſions that can never be ſatisfied : || 
to a world that can never be contented : to infernal t? 
rants, that are continually dragging them along with |" 
them towards hell: they are ſlaves to empty vanities, || 
childiſh toys, and lying follies ; labouring under a va- {|| 
riety of fears, cares, ſorrows, uneaſineſſes, and innume- ||| 
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8 rable other evils, without enjoying ſo much as any one 
ſolid or laſting ſatisfaction. But O how happy are the 
children of Jeruſalem ! what content, what peace, what 
pure pleaſure in the ſoul, are commonly their portion, 
even in this life; and immortal joys in the next! and h 
i ſhalt thou, my ſoul, ſtand one moment to deliberate, 
Wt which of the two thou wilt chooſe ; the ſtandard of 
= Chriſt, or that of Satan; Jeruſalem or Babylon; all 
| | good, or all evil; verity or vanity ; happineſs or miſe- 
| ry; heaven or hell? A 
Conſider 3dly, that all manner of motives, from 
time and eternity, from our origin and laſt end, from 
| duty and intereſt, honour and pleaſure, fear and love, 
all here concur to determine the ſoul in her choice, and 
| fo fix her in the happy reſolution of following the ſtan- 
dard of Jeſus Chriſt. Turn then, my ſoul, turn oe 
| from this Babel of confuſion, noiſe, and diſorder : brea 
her chains from off thy neck, O captive daughter of 
| Sion. Renounce, for good and all, the king of pride; 
the tyrant that has uſurped to himſelf the dominion 
ever this world, and its deluded admirers : renounce 
his works and pomps, together with all his aſſociates, 
the princes of darkneſs, and all their ſlaves : and turn 
thyſelf to the bleſſed Jeruſalem, the city of peace: em- 
" brace the king of peace, and his glorious ſtandard, with 
all thy heart ; chooſe him for thy king for ever ; pay 
him irrevocable homage ; and promiſe him inviolable 
fidelity and obedience. 

Conclude, ſince thou haſt now choſen Jeſus Chriſt to 
'be thy king, to fight manfully unto death, under his | 
royal ſtandard of the croſs, againſt his and thy enemies, 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil. In order to this, 
learn well thy exerciſe of prayer, and the rules of the 

goſpel, which are the military diſcipline, which he has 
Frese for his ſoldiers. | | & 
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| . February 109. 
On the rules preſcribed by Feſus Chriſt tw bi, 
1 followers. © were 45} 
FUYONSIDER' firſt, che laws öf the military 
PI diſcipline which Jeſus Chrift preſcribes to all that 
defire to be his ſoldiers, Mat. xvi. 24. If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, und take up hit crofs, 
ant Follow me. The obſervance of theſe three articles 
makes a complete ſoldier of Chriſt, We muſt renounce 
ourſelves ; we muſt bear our croſſes ; and we muſt walk Þſ 
in the foot-ſteps of Jeſus Chriſt. The torruption of 'ff 
man by fin ; the wounds that fin has left in all the fa- 
culties of the ſoul.; the violence of our diſorderly paſ- WM 
ſions; and the bent of our natural inclinutions to evil, 
infer a neceſſity of renouncing vurſelyes, of fighting W 
againſt vurſelves, and of hating our natural inelinatioris; 
if we hope to be happy either here or hefeafter, We 
have not a more dangerous enemy than ourſelves; the 
devil himfelf cannot hurt us half ſo much as we hurt 
durſelves, when we follow our own will, and indulge 
our dwn inclinations. The den hing, therefore, F our» | 
fetors, is the firſt article of the diſcipline of Jeſus Chriſt, 
in oppbſitibn to our unhappy ſelf- love, the root of all 
our evils, and its three principal branches, the 7 of the 
Hab, the Iuft of the eyes; and the Pride af life. Phe Som | 
of God came down from heaven, to engage us in this 
holy warfare. The humility, the poverty, the volun- | 
tary ſufferings of his birth, of his life, and of his deaths | 
were all tevelled againſt theſe enemies. 
Conſider 2dly, that the ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
ſtand to his colours ; he muſt not run from the erbſs. 
He muft bear and forbear ; he muſt endure many con- 
flicts; he maſt patiently ſubmit to, and couragiouſly go ||| 
through, the Hbotrs and fhrardſhips- of this ſhort cam» ||! I! 
aign of his mortal life. He muſt not pretend to fare 
Petter then his captain and his king. All ſufferings and || 
hardſhips appear as nothing to a brave ſoldier, when h 
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The Chriftian foldier then muſt be willing to carry his 
croſs after Jeſus Chriſt, who opened heaven to us by 
the croſs, and conducts his ſoldiers thither by the way 
of the croſs. Embrace then, O my foul, this happy in- 
ſtrument of thy ſalvation, in which, if thou beareſt it 
in a proper manner, thou wilt find an inexhauſtible 
ſource: of grace and comfort. Embrace the holy will 


of God, which lays the croſs upon thee, to bring thee 


to himſelf. He knows what is beſt for thee, becauſe he 


is infinitely wiſe, and he ſends thee what he knows is 


for the beſt, becauſe he is infinitely good, and good to 
thee. Thou canſt not be in a ſafer or better way than 
in the way of the croſs, by which Jeſus Chriſt and all 


- his Saints have gone to heaven. Even in this life, the 


true ſoldiers of Chriſt find often a greater ſweetneſs in 
the croſs, than in all the pleaſures of this world. 

Oonſider 3dly, that the, ſoldiers of Chriſt are all call- 
ed, even as his firft diſciples were, to fo/low him; that 
is, to walk in his foot ſteps, by an imitation of his life. 
He came down from heaven to be our teacher, and our 
model; and tis the great duty of all that deſire to be- 
long to him, to copy after his bleſſed original, and to 


-hew forth in themſelves the life of Jeſus Chriſt : To 


learn of bim to be meek and humble of heart: To learn 


of him poverty of ſpirit, a contempt of the honours, 
riches; and pleaſures of this world, and a diſengage- 
ment of the heart from all earthly things: to learn of 


him a horrour for ſin, and an obedience even unto death: 


in fine; to learn of him, a perpetual conformity to the 
will of God, and an unbounded charity ta every neigb- 
bour. Such was the life of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch ought 
to be the life of alt his ſoldiers. et 


Conclude to embrace henceforward this diſcipline of 


Jeſus Chriſt, in all its parts. Tis a heavenly diſcipline 


indeed; ſince he came down from heaven to teach it; 


and the obſervance. of it is to bring us to heaven, 


4 T7 
N. B. That 


3 Welt 


Ra ET, 
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N. B. That as Lent ſometimes begins beſore the ? 
twentieth of February, ſometimes after; when it bE- 
gins before, the meditations that are not read at this 
time are to be read in June, after the octave of Car- 
pus Chriſti: as on the other hand, when Lent begins 
later than the twentieth of February, the meditations 
that ſhall be wanting here, are to be taken out of the 


number of thoſe that are placed in the month of June 
after the aforeſaid octave. | —_— 


Kim fallow meditations for the feaſts of Se. Matthias, 8 | 
St. Joſeph, and the Annuntiation of the Bleſſed Vir r- i 
gin, which commonly fall in Lent. ii 


, 1 ' 
0 : 


February 24. 
On the goſpel for the feaſt of St. Matthias, 8 i 


ONSIDER firſt, how our Lord, rejoicing in i 
the Holy Ghoſt, Matt. xi. 26, Oc. addkeſſed him- 35 
ſelf to his heavenly Father in theſe words: I give tbanis 
to thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, cauſe thou ||| 
haſt hid theſe things (the great truths of the oſpel/ 
Frem the wiſe and prudent (of this world) and haft 1. 
vealed them to little ones. And learn thou, my ſoul, 
to admire and adore in this the wonderful ways! of 
the wiſdom of God, who ever reſiſts the proud, and 
gives his grace to the humble; and therefore with- | 
draws and hides himſelf, and his truths, from ſuch, as 
are pufft up with the conceit of their own wit or learn- 
ing, or any other talents, whether natural or acquired; 
whilft he diſcovers his ſecrets to the little and humble; 3 
fills their ſouls with his heavenly light, and works his if 
greateſt wonders in them, and by them. Thus he did , 
with regard to his Apoſtles : and thus we ſhall generally ' 17 
find, chat the humble and ſimple have been the inſtru- 
ments, in the hand of God, of all the great works be 
has wrought in the converſion and ſanctification of ſouls, | 


O bleſſed be his name for ever, who thus delights in | 
ſhewing his power in weak vellels ; and. chooſes, the | 
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contemptible- things of this world, to confound. our 
pride ! O teach me, dear Lord, to be ever little and 
humble! =Y | 

Conſider 2dly, how ſweetly our Lord, on the ſame 
occaſion, invites us to himſelf ; ſaying, Come to me all 
you that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will refreſh 
Hon. Alas ! we all labour in this vale of tears: The 
days of this world are ſhort and evil, full of ſorrows 
and miſeries; where man is defiled with many fins, 
enſnared with many paſſions, aſſaulted with man 
fears, diſquieted with many cares, diffipated with ma- 
ny curioſities, entangled with many vanities, furround- 
d < cd with many errors, broken with many hardſhips 
and fatigues, troubled with many temptations,” Kem- 
dis. And is not all this /abouring and being heavy la- 
WE den ? Yes, there is @ heavy yoke,indeed, upon the children 
7 Aum, from their coming out of their mother's 'wWdmb, 
untill the day of their burial into the mother of all, Ec- 
dluſ. xk. But what remedy then for all theſe evils? We 
muſt runto Chriſt, and he will refreſh us; he will comfort, 
and relieve us. Ve muſt take up his yoke upon us, and 
be will reſcue us from the ſlavery of ſin and Satan; he 
Will qualify all our other labours and miſeries; he wilt 
_ give us the victory over all our paſſions and temptations z 
ft to our foals. For his yoke is ſturrt, 


Wt 477 wwe hall find ref 
aud his burthen light. | 
Conſider 3dly, that our Lord here invites us alſo to 
Learn of bim, to take him for our maſter, and to be- 
come his ſcholars. A great honour indeed, to have 
che Son of God come down from heaven to be our 
teacher! But what chen are we to learn of fo great a 


we maſter? Are we to learn of him to make heaven and 6 
Lerch; or to rule and govern the whole univerſe? Or 
ate we to learn of him to work all kind of rhiractes, and 
ts raiſe the dead to life? O ho : but we are to learn of 
kim, to be ert and bumble of heart. This is the great 
[| Rff6h the King of heaven cathe down'to teuch us. In 
| Rirning this, we Thall find a remedy for afl our evils, 
No one but he could effectüalty reach us this Teffoh, 
| Coullt We eben rale the dead to life, ie would de alt 
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nothing, without learning to be meek and humble of heart, 
and overcoming paſiion and pride. 


Conclude, O my ſoul, to comply henceforward with - 


this ſweet ſummons and invitation of thy dear Lord, and 
to run to him, and put thyſelf in his ſervice : that, with 
his gracious aſſiſtance, thou mayſt caſt off from thy 
ſhoulders: the heavy yoke of the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil; and take up his light yoke, and reſt in him 
for ever. | | 


March 19. 


On St. Jos ER. *- 5 : 


ONSIDER firſt, the teſtimony that the Holy 
Ghoſt has given to the virtue and ſanctity of 


C 


St. Joſeph, in telling us in the goſpel that he was 4 
And doubtleſs the Almighty would never 


Juſt man. 
have made choice of any man to be the chaſt bride- 


groom of the pureſt of virgins, and the foſter-father ' 


and guardian of his own divine Son, that was not con- 
ſummate in purity and ſanctity. Learn from hence, 
Chriſtian ſouls, what kind of qualifications will make 
you alſo agreeable to Jeſus and Mary: you will cer- 
tainly drive them far away from you by criminal im- 
purity, Admire the command St. Joſeph had of his 
paſſions, in his joining perfect continence with the 
ſtate of marriage; and in the evenneſs of ſoul, which 
he preſerved under all events, how adverſe ſoever: and 
learn of him to keep thy paſſions under ſubjection, 
and chearfully to ſubmit thy will in all occaſions to the 
appointments of heaven. | 

Conſider 2dly, the great examples St. Joſeph has. 
given us of all other virtues: his lively faith, in a ready 
ſubmiſſion of his ſoul to the belief of the moſt difficult 
myſteries, relating to the incarnation of the Son of God: 
his ardent love of his deareſt Jeſus: his concern and 
tender care. for him in his infancy and childhood ; and 
his wonderful diligence in all that belonged to his 
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when, to his unſpeakable furprize, he found her with 
child: his ready obedience, without demur or reply, 
to every intimation of the will of heaven ; whatſoever 
hardſhips or labours it might put him to ; as in the caſe 
of his flight into Egypt: his patience underafflictions and 
perſecutions: his humble ſubmiſſion, notwithſtanding his 
royal extraction, to the toil and labour of a handicraft, 
to gain a poor livelihood for himſelf, and for Jeſus and 
Mary, with the ſweat of his brow : together with an 
amiable ſimplicity in his whole comportment, and a 
perpetual attention to God, by divine contemplation. 
Chriſtians, let us imitate his virtues, whatſpever our 
ſtation of life may be: we ſee by his example, that per- 
fect ſanctity may be found even in the midſt of the diſ- 
tractions of a worldly calling: and that if we are not 
Saints, *tis not the fault of our calling, but of our not 
Correſpohding with divine grace. St. Joſeph found 
a great advantage to his ſoul from his having Jeſus al- 
ways in his company, and working with him : 'O- Tet 
us alſo take care to have Jeſus always with us, 
(wherever we are, or whatever we are doing) by a ſpirit 


of recollection, and a conſtant attention to him; and 


never to drive him away by any ſihful converſation ; 
or by entertaining his enemies in our interiour ; and we 
ſhall quickly be ſenſible of the fruits his preſence will 
bring to our ſouls, 

Conſider 3dly, and learn from the example of Jeſus, 
Mary and Joſeph, how great an errour the world lies un- 
der, when it flies with ſo much eagerneſs from povert 
and labour, as conceiving them to be great evils ; whic 
the wiſdom of God made choice of for himſelf, for his 
bleſſed mother, and his reputed father : and which they 
have conſecrated by their life and practice. As for thy 

t, my ſoul, have another way of thinking ; and 
if thy condition be that of the rich, be not pufft up 


| with it; but rather humble thyſelf to ſee thou art ſo 


unlike to that bleſſed family; and fear the many dan- 


- 


[ pers that riches are expoſed to: deſpiſe not the poor, 


ut ever honour and ſuccour them, as the relations 
of Chriſt, or as Chriſt himſelf : thou haſt his 9 
848 for 
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for doing ſo. If thou art poor, remember thou weareſt- 
the livery of Chriſt, and of his Family: comfort thy- 
ſelf in the reſemblance thou beareſt with them; and 
take care leſt, by thy murmuring or impatience, thow 
loſe any of the advantages which thy ſtate entitles thee 
to. If thou followeſt any trade or handicraft, take St. 
Joſeph for thy patron, and for thy pattern. Thou ſeeſt, 
by his example, that ſanctity is not inconſiſtent with thy 
buſineſs. But then take heed, leſt by any fraud, or in- 
juſtice, or by an exceſſive ſolicitude for the things of 
this world, to the negle& of thy foul, thou baniſh 
Jeſus from thy ſhop or houſe. Be ſure to make him 
the companion of all thy labour; offer up all thou 
doeſt to him ; and often entertain thyſelf with him, 
If God has bleſſed thee with children, take care, by an 
early diligence, to form Chriſt in them, by conſtantly Þ 
iͤnſtilling into their tender minds the fear and love f 
God, and the horrour of fin : thus thou mayſt, like St. 
Joſeph, bring up Jeſus, in theſe little anes 
Conclude to. honour St. Joſeph, by an imitation of 
his virtues : and, in order to this, implore the aſſiſtance 
of his prayers. His intereſt is great with our Lord; 
as St. Tereſa declares. ſhe frequently experienced, 
Beg in particular his interceſſion, for the obtaining of a 
happy death. St. Joſeph was happy in death, by hav- 
ing our Lord and the bleſſed Virgin to attend and 
aſſiſt him. Let us, like him, keep ever cloſe to 
them in life, and they will be with us in death. "9 


March 25. 
On the Anhuntiation of the bleſſed Virgin. 


(CONSIDER fit, how the 4ngel Gabriel (Luke | 5 
i. 26 Kc.) was ſent from God into a city of Galilee |\ ||| 


called Nazareth, to a Virgin, eſpouſed to a man whoſe | ||| 
name was Foſeph, of the houſe of David ; and the Vi- 
gin's name-was Mary. And the Angel being come in 
aid to her, Hail full of grace, ie Lord is with thee, | | 


 befed art thou among womev. And when ſhr had beard, | 
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e was, traubled-at his ſaying, and thaught with herſelf} 
050 Wanger of. ſalutation this ſhould be, 400 the An 


„„ Mary, for thou baft found 
7 


grace with God.  Beheld thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, 
and ſhalt bring forth à Son, and thou ſhalt call his name 
Feſus. He ſhall be great and ſhall be called the Son of the, 
moſt High, and the Lord God fholl give, unto: him the, 
throne of David his father ; and he ſhall reign in the 
houſe o Fee for ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall. 
be no end, Chriſtians give attention to this moſt ſacred: 
and moſt folemn embaſſage, ſent from the king of 
heaven, not to any of the great ones, or potentates 


of this world, but to a poor and humble maid : to treat 


with her upon the higheſt matters; even upon the. 
oreat buſineſs of the Incarnation -of the Son of Gad, 


the eſtabliſhment of his everlaſting kingdom, and the 


redemption and ſalvation of man. Admire and adore 
the depth of the wiſdom of the ways of God, (fo much 


exalted above the maxims, and ways of the worldly. 
wiſe) by which he is pleaſed to bring about ſuch great 
things, without noiſe, or pomp, in ſo. humble a manner, 
and by ſuch humble inſtruments. And give thanks 


1 for that infinite goodneſs and love for us, which he 


has ſhewn in the myſtery of this day. | | 
Conſider 2dly, the great leſſons, the Bleſſed Virgin 


teaches us, by her whole comportment on this occaſion; 
She is favoured with an embaſſage from God; ſhe is 
oreeted by one of the higheſt of the Angels, as full of > 
divine grace: ſhe is told that the Lord is with her, and 
that /be 1s Weed among all women: and inſtead of being 
pufft up with theſe high favours, or taking any . vain 
complacency in theſe titles and encomiums, ſhe. is 
troubled at the words of the Angel, and, through the 
humble ſentiments ſhe has of herſelf, wonders, what 
ſhould be. the meaning of ſuch a ſalutation. Shg is 
aſſured by the Angel that /he has, found grace with G? 
and is Choſen by him, to conceive and bear the 
Saviour of the world, even the Son of the moſt High: 
and fo great is her love for hal ms purity, that ſhe is 
| ready to forego, the dignity, of mother, of. Gedy n 
| Þ 
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than part with her -virginity. ow Hall this be done, 
ſaith ſhe, : becauſe 1 know not man ? As being conſe- 
crated by vow to God; and determined to keep my 
vow. The Angel informs her, that ſhe) ſhall conceive 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and be overthadowed- by the 
power of the moſt High, ſo as ſtill to remain a. pure 
maid. And then with a moſt profound humility, and 
a moſt perfect oblation of herſelf to God, and an en- 
tire conformity to his bleſſed will, ſhe cries out? Be- 
ing to thy word.” Let us ſtudy well, and learn of her 
the practice of theſe great leſſons, of humility, love 
of purity, and perfect reſignation of ourſelves to the 
will of God. 2 
Confider 3dly, how as ſoon. as the bleſſed Virgin 
had thus 2 her TY ny conceived 
the Holy Ghoſt; who by his almighty power, 
2 bod — of her pureſt blood, 57 created of mY : 
mortal foul for that body: and this body and foul were. 
in that inſtant aſſumed, and united to the eternal Word, 
the Son of God, the ſecond perſon of the adorable. 
Trinity. And thus, was celebrated in the Virgin's 
womb the ſacred wedding of our human nature with 
the divine perſon of the Fa of. God, to the feaſt of 
which we are all invited, Matthew xxii. Thus the, 
Mord was made fleſh and d elt.among/t us, St. John i. 
This great myſtery of. the Incarnation, of the Son of 
God is the original ſource of all our good: in making 
God man, it has made man God. The Son of God 
by taking upon him our humanity, makes us partakers of 
his divinity, He comes to be our Saviour and our 
Redeemer, to deliver us from all our evils: he comes 
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to be our advocate, and our phyſician;: he comes bs 
to be our father, and our friend: he comes to. be 71 
our king, and our prieſt, and fo male us kings and || 
prieſts to his Father. He ſtoops down to our duſt, to 
raiſe ug up from. the d 5 and to bring to fit dawn - 0 
with him in his throne. Apoc. an. 21. 3 W (i 
ſoul, in what manner thou oughteſt to celebrate this 
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great feſtival of the conception of the Son of God ? 
YL. I. L N 
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What homage and adoration; what praiſe andoihhnlſ. 
giving thou ' oweft him for "theſe | wonders; he 1has 
wrought in thy favours: what return of love for his 
love to thee? O welcome him at leaſt" to the beſt of 
thy power; and ſince he comes a dwell amongſt us 3 
deg e would accept of the lodging of thy heart. 
Conclude to kcœep — in » ſoul, a faithful, 
teful and loving remembrance of the myſtery of tho 
ncarnat on of the Son of God; and à ſincere aifection 
for his Virgin Mother: And with theſe diſpoſitions) fre- 
quently in the day repeat the angelical ſalutation; more 
eſpecially at the Ni poi whe 15 dhe morning, ngon. 
— n nn Dolls: rd COD TA 
| enn 0 


0. 1 6 e nt 


Cees es how God ON 


his prophet in the Jeflon of this day Be 


verted to me, faith he, with all your 5 ee 


+ hearts 


aud in weeping, and in mourning: and rd you 


Lud 1 not your garments, and turn 10 5 IA 3 your God, 


Joel ii. 12, 1 3: Chriſtians, hearken to this ſummons 


from heaven. O let it ſink deep into your: ſouls . and 
if this day you hear the 'voice of God, ſweetly in- 


this Kok ou to return to him in good*earneſtinow at 
this ſeaſon, harden not your hearts; leſt 


dy your impenitence, he turn away from bu, and you 
die in your fins, O let us Wers and amend, as we 
are azumoniſhed by the church on chis day, Abit we 
have time, leſt bei  oyertaken by dea & which is 


ever following at our heels, we ae ſeek for time 


of e, and not be he go 


3&5 nfiger, 2dly, the SAP the / Ul Which 


gn, our; heads this dey yi %% een. 
799 man that thou art 4. N and 


. alt 
turn. Sackcloth and aſkes were 8 cient Habit of 


penitents. The Ninithes by faſting” jo ticket arid 


allies found mer et theſe aſbes then, which | 
9-01 1 15 5 the begt gihning oF pf 
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m like penitential ſpirit. They are- an emable 
ot contrition aud humility : let us receive them Wit 
a contrite and humble heart, They are alſo A 1 
brance of our mortality; of our frail 
of :our haſty return to our mother earth. 
think well on this; and renounce. eanb., 0 fe ou 
unhappy pride and preſumption : O let us make ggo 
uſe of this our ſhort. time, and prepare for that mo: 
ment, which ſhall eber long ſend away our ſouls. intf 
=" 26 region, and turn our ae unto. dirt and 
uſt. 9 * 2 
Oonſider 3dly, Chriſtian foul; thoſe words, a5, if thay 
were addreſſed to thee, yet forty days, and Niue ſhall 
be deftiroyed. Jonas iii. 4. Alas! have not thy tins, 
like thoſe of Nmive, called ta heaven this long time 
for vengeance ? And haſt thou hot too much — to 
fear, leſt the mercy, which thou haſt ſo lon 
ſhould' now quickly give place to juſtice, and ſhould wry 
fer thee to die in thy ſins. Perhaps this is the laſt Te- 
prieve, that God will grant thee,” In all appearance the 
good uſe or the abuſe of theſe tory days may. deter- 4 
mine thy lot for an eternity. * 
Conclude then, to ſpare no pains to avert the jucg 
ment that hangs over thy head; and ſo to ſpend: theſe 
ſorty days of reprieve, in in ſuing for 1 „after the 
manner God has appointed, that i, ing 8 Weep- 


ing, and mourning, that thou mayit elfectu ecually find is 
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a7 15 


Pr ee after Abe . 12 
On faſting. ne 12 725 


OM, SI DER firſt, how much ge is recoms 

. mended. to us, in the word of God, by the great 
Fe of Chritt, and of His Saints, as well of the old 
as off the new teſtament; how we are there called ups 
on to . to God, with fafting. Joel. ii. How the 
greateſt . have there found mercy by faſting. Jo- 
nas Cs How we "fading bis al nr Chriſt's 
ing his abſence aw 1 * 
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{wr us, both to the fle 
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RP Prayers 92255 ling, St. J. 1 Sa 


od origi, 4 e 3 he returns t 

155 wu faſting. The a our ſen ak 755 
and to the devil: we over- 

come them both, by fa Wing. by which (as the church 
daily inculcates in the preface for Lent). God freſtrains 
our vices and paſſions, elevates our ſouls to himſelf, 
and beſtows upon us his heavenly giſts and graces, 0 


happy faſting which: driveſt away all our evi hoaleſt 
IM foul and n and eee us to our ſavers 


TAL 1 


ſeverity 
= 9 us conceive 
in ul fleſh ! Let us not e oy traitors 6 


our regular exerciſe. | TN 

Confider 3dly, that another ey wr Let. Ze — 
is, that we: are enabled 2 it to qvercame out paſſions 
and concupiſcences. Faſſi > hen performed with. a 
due ſpirit, humbles the ſoul exceedingly, and conſe- 
quently reſtrains the irregular motions of; all the. paſſions, 
that Ale the daughters Of. pride. It keeps the fleſh i in 
ſubjection, by depriving it of the principal nouriſhment: 


of its rebellions and diſorders; and obliges it to ſub- 


mit to the ſpirit. And which is a third adv; in 
proportion to its weakening the paſſions of: the:flethy 
it gives ſtrength and, vigour to the foul ; fets/it atdibetty: 
from the clogs that hinder its free application:toc ea; 
venly- truths; and enables it to fly upwards towards 
God, by purer prayer and contemplatioůn. 
Conclude to ſet a due value on this wholeſome-ex- 
arciſe, which has been the favorite een 
ered > 8 1 


pee N 

eber 22 in bw "Pear. 713 

al hay þ greatly Sala to make them the Favoutites 
rb But take care that your faſting be accompa-> 


el with its proper attendants, that it may be N 
falt as God has choſen. 


", Friday after Arwadneſtay. lah 
On the rules. of faſting. : 


ONSIDER firſt that faſting, according to the 

preſent diſcipline of the church, implies three 

thinks. Firſt we are to abſtain from fleſh meat, on 
faſting days: ſecondly we are to eat but one meal in 

the day: and thirdly we are not to take our meal till 

about noon. Fhe ancient diſcipline” of the church 

p was more — both in the point of the abſtinence; 
and in the meal in Lent till the evening? 

Theſe re — calculated to mortify the ſenſual 
appetite, by penance and ſelf-denial. If you find ſome 
difficulty im the obſervance of them; offer it up to 
God for your ſins. Faſting is not deſigned to pleaſe, 
but to puniſh. | Your diligent compliance on this o 
caſion with the Jaws of your mother the church, will 
bs alſo give an additional value to vout mortifieation,. 

9 from che virtue of obedience. 

Conſider 2dly, that we muſt not content ourſelves! 
A with' the — obſervance of theſe regulations, that 
4 relate to our diet, on faſting days: but we mult princi- 
1s; pally have regard to the inward ſpirit, and what we 
in {| may call che very ſoul of the faſt; which is 4 penic- 
n tential ſpirit. Without this the outward obſervitice' is 
| but like a carcaſs without life. This penitential ſpirit 
lieg a deep ſenſe of the guilt of our ſins, à horror 
20 deteſtatlon of all our paſt diſloyalties and treaſons ; 
and a hearty ſorrow-for them; a ſincere deſire to re- 
turn to God, and to Tetiounee:our finſul ways for the 
future”; and particularly a readineſs of mind u make 
the beſt ſatisfaction we are capable of to divine juſtice, 
by penaneing ourſelves for ourſins. Faſting, performed 
Een 1 to mercy. O 
Ur 3 my 


enn Mr Arubxs, or 
de l, let thy rer eee eee 
irie! Ae 303,430 
* Conſider za y, that fervent prayer, and alinsdetds 
alſo, according to each ones ability, ought to be the 
"inſeparable companions of our faſting. Theſe three ſiſ- 
ters ſhould go hand in. hand, Tob. xii. 8. to help us 
in our warfare againſt our three-mortal enemies, the 
fein, the world, and the devil. The practice of theſe 
three eminent good works we muſt oppoſe to that 
triple concupiſence, which reigns in the world, and by 
means of which Satan maintains his unhappy reign. 
By faſting we overcome the luſt of the-fleſh : by alms- 
- * Geeds, we ſubdue the luſt of the eyes, by which we 
- "are! apt to covet the mammon of the world, and- its 
empty toys: and by fervent and humble prayer we 
conquer the pride of life, and put to flight the devil, 
the king of pride. O let us never forget to call in theſe 
powerful auxiliaries to help us in our warfare. Let 
—— and prayer ever accompany our faſts. 
Conclude to follow theſe rules if you deſire your 
| faſt ſhould be acceptable: if you fail in them, it will 
e a faſt as God hath choſen. Nep. 


„ Neknruey after Altrwedne efc 4 5 7 
201 the great faſt of @ Christian. 


\ONSIDER firſt that the great and- general 
faſt of a chriſtian is to abſtain from fin... This 
faſt obliges all ſorts of perſons, young and old, 
fick and healthy, at all times, and in all places. To 
pretend to faſt, and yet to go on in wilful fin, is a 
mockery, rather than a 1 faſt What were the Phariſees 
the better for their faſting, while their ſouls were cor- 
rupted with pride, covetouſneſs, malice, and hypo- 
criſy? Did not God reject the faſts of the Jews 
(Jſaias lviii.) becauſe on "the days of their faſting, 
. continued to provoke- him by their cuſtomary {ins ? 
And will he be better pleaſed with us, if we, in pre- 
ending to faſt, are e the like diſorders ? No 
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curtain 


only put a reſtraint upon the ſenſual appetite, in point, 
of eating; but alſo extend itſelf to a more general mor- 
tification of every one of the ſenſes and faculties; in, and 
by which, we have been liable to intemperance, or ex- 


unbecoming a ſerious Chriſtian penitent at all times; 


Andulging ſelf- will, pride, and pafſon. HA 


vb waters ſhall nut fil. Fe 07 eee 


every Day in tbe Mar. „5 
h. If chen we would faſt to the purpoſe: 
Let the wicked man forſake his way, and the unjuſt, man 


us thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, ond 80 he 
noill have mercy on him, Iſal. lv. 


Jo 
Conſider 2dly, that the true Chriſtian faſt ſhould — 


ceſs. The eyes, the ears, the tongue, and ſo of all the 
reſt, ought like wiſe to faſt,” from curioſity, ſenſaali- 
ty, vanity, carnal pleaſures, idle converſations, theatri- 

Cal ſhews, and other worldly and ſenſual diverſions, 


but much more on days of faſting. But eſpecially we 
are warned, Iſai. lviii. if on the days of our faſting, to 
Faſt foods ur m humour, and paſſion, as that, N 
which oſ all things is the moſt oppoſite — faſt which 
God hath choſen. O my ſoul, ſee thou take good no- | 
. tice of this leſſon. Beware leſt thou break mn by 


Conſider zdly, and weigh well the abe n 
by the prophet Iſaias, chap. lviii, of the faſt that is ac- ö 
ceptable to the Lord, and of its happy effects in che 


ſoul. 7. vet this (Faith the Lord) the „ alt thin I have || 


- "choſen ? L09/e the. bands of wickedneſs - and. break a- . 


funder every burden. Dea thy bread to the hungry, aud 


 Uring the nerdy —— — ee when 


thes ſhalt'fee ene naked, cover him, and deſpiſe nat thy 
feb. ”'s Then ſhall thy light break-forth as the morn- '% 


inxꝑ, und thy health ſhall ſpeeds d 19 
eee . 


call and the Lord 
ſhall hear, &c. Tf thou wilt take away the chain out of 


the midſt of thee, and craſt to ſpeak that which it got 


Fr mubing. * When thou fhait. pour out thy foul to the 


- bungty, and ſhalt ſatisfy the — — d, then ſhall by 


light rife up in darkneſs,” And the rd will gide the 
70. e and fill thy ſonl with brightneſs-=-<+And\| 
thou Jhalt be like a watered garden, und lite a W | 


Con- [ 


had 26 4 


tr! MrpITATTONS jor” 
| tOonehudeever to make it the great buſineſs of thy 
fattywo break thy bands aſunder, and to put away ſrom 
thee the chains of ſin; and then, by exerciſing works of 
merey, thou thyſelf wilt be entitled to mercy, and to all 
that is good. ; 811% 0 


Hirſt Sunday in Lent. 
een d ge E a 


NONSIDER firſt, that a faſt of forty days has 
As teen recommended by the law, and the prophets, 
and ſanctiſied by the example of Chriſt himſelf. Moſes 
faſted forty days (Exod. xxiv. 18.) whilſt he converſed 
with God in the mountain, when he received 
divine law. And again, when the people had ſin- 
ned, he returned to the Lord to the mountain, 
and faſted other ſorty days, Exodus xxxiv. 28. Elias 
{ faſted forty days in the wilderneſs, before he came to 
the mountain of God; where he was favoured 
with the viſion of God, as far as man is capable of 
' ſeeing him in this life, 3 Kings xix. 8, Chriſt our 
Lord, before he entered upon. his miſſion of preaching 
his Goſpel, retired into a wilderneſs, and there em- 
ployed forty days in prayer and faſting, St. Matt. iv. 2. 
How happy ſhall we be, if, by imitating, according to 
our. ſmall ability, theſe. great examples, we may alſo 
draw near to God, by this forty days faſt of Li 
But then, in order to this, we muſt Join, as they did, 
retirement and much prayer with our faſting, 

Conſider 2dly, that ch 25 


| 


- — —— —— — 


| e forty. days Fall of Lent, a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, is primitive and apoſtolical : it be- 
gan with Chriſtianity itſelf; and, with Chriſtianity, hag 
deen received by all people and nations which have re- 


my ſoul, this ſolemn penitential faſt, this apoſtolical 
practice, this precious remnant of primitive diſcipline. 
But ſee it be with a penitential ſpirit... Behold; notu is 
the acceptable time,  bebold nau is the day of ſalvation,. 2 
Cor. vi. 2. Take thou care not to receive ſo great a 
grace in vain. Theſe forty days, if thou make goud * 5 
O 


. 


ceived the faith and law of Chriſt. Embrace then, Oz 


By two „ 


Duy in "the Na 1371 
oß chem, will he happy» days to the. Ofen the End 
r 1 whCen ann GN lie it mer, 


aut itt, e v1 t.. [4 'D 23 591 < 3307 
Conſider zan, that the great daſineſd of Lent is to 
do penance for our ſins: to go daily with Magdalene 


to the feet of Chriſt; to waſh them in ſpirit with peni- 
tential tears? to Mae our confeſſion to him, and to 
lay down all our fins at bis feet, s that he would 
cancel them with his precious. to renounce - 
them for ever; to deteſt them, and 12 
n to offer him our poor hearts with all. ou 
s, in order to make him the beft amends we 

— for our paſt diſloyalties, by loving him with all our 
power for the time to come: that, as he ſaid of Mag- 
dalene St. Luke vii · Many fins are forgiven ber, be=" } 
cauſe be hath loed much; ſo he may alſo ſay of us. In 
this ſpirit we ſhould make a daily offering of our fafts- 
ing, and of all the - othier ſelf-denials, and penitential 
exercices of this time, to be united to the pation: and 
death of the 8on of God, and ſo to be accepted of, 
through him, as ſatis faction for our ſins. O do Wir! 
mn ſoul, during theſe-forty days, and thou ſhalt Re: 
Conclude to make good uſe of this holy time, - 
which mercy flows.' O adinire and adore that | 
wiüch has endured thee ſo long, and which preſſes thee |! 
nom at lenſt, to return to thy God. O take care, lelt 1 
provokedby thy impenitence, he nn aff in thy ſins |}! 
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NONSID ER firſt, that; beſides the great bufinets> |! 
of doing penanet for tlie fins of the year, and oft || 


our'whole/lives, which is the main deſign of Lene 3 


is alſo inſtituted to be in a particular manner, a time off 1 


devotion, in Which e may worthily commemorate the 
ſufferings and death of our Redeemer, and make them 
the ſubjett of our daily . in which alfo2wey s 
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MED IT ATN S 
1 ary! recollection andprayers 
diſpoſe our ſouls for duly celebrating the greatpaſchab 
ſolemnity, and (imitating therein the reſurrection) of 


the Son of God: and in hioh we may in ſuch man · 


ner cleanſe and puriſy our ſouls by ſpiritual exercices, as 
to be ſit to approach worthily 3 church commands 
us) to the divine myſteries at Eaſter. dee, my ſoul thau 
keep Lent in ſuch manner as to anſwer theſe ends. 

Conſider 2dly, that Lent is a time which God parti- 
cularly claims for himſelf; as being the tithe of the 
year, which therefore ought to be ſet aſide for him: 
As in the law he appointed that the tithes of all things 
mould be ſanctified to him, Leviticus xxvu: And 
ſurely nothing could be more juſt, than that we qhould 
olfer our tithtes, at leaſt; to him that gives us all. 
How juſtly then does he require of us the tithes of our 
years, by our dedicating, thefe forty days, in a ſpecial 
manner, to his ſervice? How religiouſly then, and how 
holily ought we to ſpend this time of Lent, that our per- 
ſormances may anſwer this great deſigu of conſecrating 
the tithe of the year to the divine ſervice r. An offering 
made to God ought to be without blemuſh': let our 
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» Conſider 3dly, that the time of Lent aught ta be for 
people that live in the world; what a ſpiritual retreat is 
fon regular communities. That is, a time in which, 
retiting as much as may be from the noiſe and diftracy 
tions of the world, they may enter into themſelves, 
and take a ferious' view of the whole Rate of their interi · 
our. No is the time for them to ſee and examine hdw 


the ſoul ſtands affected, with relation to her God, to her 
neighbours, and to herſelf: how ſlie acquits herſelf of 
all her duties, as well thoſe ineumbent on all Chriſti- 
ans as theſe that are proper to her reſpedti ve calling, 
or relative to thoſe under her charge. Nou is tlie time 
to ſearch:diligently after ſuch ſecret  lins as are apt to 

lie lurking in the ſoul; diſguiſed by ſomt 
good, or wrapt up under the ſolds of ſelf- love. In a 
| word, now is the time to acquire a true knowledge of 


pretext: of: 


ourſelves, in order to apply a proper remedy to all; ot 


Ws * evils, 
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epkr'y Day in the Nrar. aui 
evite5-antito lay a ſolid foundation of; a good dife ſon 
thefutres: i 42d e e et e to Hoglih 
Conclude to anſwer, in the beſt manner thou art 
able; all theſe ends of the inſtitution. of Lent; and par. 
ticularly apply thyſelf at this time to take as it were in 
pieces the hole method of thy life, and to reform all 
that thou findeft amiſs. Get 9 29018110 eib $01 0 (el 
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Qu the erumination of the Rate of our interiour. 
EC Uidait} id e217)! uad TY: 158; 


FA.ONSIDER firſt, the dreadful miſchiefs. that fol- 
lo from our not knowing the true ſtate. of 'oun 
own ſouls, Alas !] what would it avail us, to have all 
other ſeiences, and to know all things elſe, if we ſhould 
not know. what paſſes within ourſelves, and ſo ſhould 
want this moſt neceſſary of all ſciences, the knowledge 

of ourſelves. Ah ! how many are there in the world, 

ho paſt their whole: lives in mortal ſin; and yet, for: 
want of looking into themſelves, ate not aware of it 

How many imagine themſelves to be alive, and baue 

the name of being alive, and yet are dead Apoc. iii. ul 

How many imagine their, ſouls fo be rich and wealthy, 

and to fand in need of nothing, and they know. not, that 

in the very truth, and in the fight, of God, they ann 
murerh head, und. miſerable, and poor, and blind, and nated; | 

Apob.l iii. 170 0 from: wy, hidden fins, cleanſe me M Lora 

ani ſor tbe fins of. it bers ſpare: thy. ſervant, Pk. xviii. 13 

Conmſider adly, that, to prevent ſo great an evilg ever, |! 
ry Chriſtian ought often to examine into the tue ſtates || 
of / his interiour, and to conſider ſerioully What are the: 
real diipolit ions of his, ſoul, eſpecially with, regard to 
his God. He gannot be in the ſtate of grace, or in ts 
way of falvationy if he love not God above all, thipgso |! 
Reflect, O my foul, is there nothing theu loveſt mars 
than God:? Is there nothing that takes place of him in 
thy affetions ?.. How comes it then, that commonly, þ 
God is ſoſeldom thought on, in the courſe. of the day. 
How comes it that, upon every occaſion, worldly; har 
e uh nour, 
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 nour, temporal intereſt, ſenſual pleaſure, the gratifying 
thyſelf, or the world, makes thee turn thy back on 
him? The true lover is ever thinking on the object of 
his love, and never better content than when in com- 
pms converfingwith his beloved. Is thy love of God 
h as this-? Art thou reſolutely determined, for no 
conſideration whatſoever, for no honour, no intereſt, no 
pleaſure, no human reſpect, no fear, no love, for no- 
| thing, in fine, that the, world can give, or take away, 
to be diſloyal to thy God ? If not, the Jove of God is 
not in thee, and thou art none of his. This is the beſt 
rule, by which thou mayſt know, whether thou really 
toveſt God, or no. But then, to know thy true difpoſis 
tion in this regard, examine thy works. F you love me, 
faith the Lord, keep my commandments, St. John xiv. 15. 
Conſider 3dly, that thou muſt alſo examine, how thy 
| foul ſtands affected with regard to thy neighbour, For 
| here is another great branch of the Chriſtian's duty, in 
| 


which his ſoul is no lefs intereſted, and in which too 
many deceive themſelves. O my ſoul, art thou i in 

thy thoughts, words, and works, to thy neighbeur? 
| Dot thou live up to the rules of charity in his regard? 
Art thou not cenſorious in thy judgments; bitter in thy 

| ſpeeches; haſty and paſſionate in thy carriage to him ? 

Doſt thou never injure him in his reputation, by back=-- 
by biting and detraction; in his honour, by affronts; in 
his friends, by tale-bearing ; in the peace of his mind, 
by deriſion or contempt ? Art thou juſt in all thy deal- 
. ings with him? Doſt thou pay him his dues ? Doſt 
thou keep nothing from him unjuſtly ? Doſt thou do 
by him, in whatever ſtation of life he may be, as thou 


|; wouldſt be done by, if thou wert in his caſe? Is there 
no rancour in thy heart againſt any one ſoul upon earth? 
No ſecret hatred, malice, or envy? Examine thyſelf ot 
well upon all theſe heads, in which millions % |} tn 
deceiye themſelves, to their eternal perdition. e 


Conclude to labour feriouſly for the knowledge of br 
ftchyſelf, that thou mayſt effectually amend thy life, and he 
ſecure thy foul. For why ſhouldſt thou ſuffer thyſelf | @ 
to be any longer blindfolded by paſſion, or affected ig - 
ry | | norance, 
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norance, with evident danger of falling down | the 
HOY: pepcapuce which 0. to æĩ TNT Ff 


Enter. M. edneſda , fi 55 weekin Lent. 
On a further examination of the ul. 


pi, Fay) $4 


1 ONSIDER firſt, that we muſt alſo examine 
the ſtate of our ſouls, as to hidden fins, and as 
to ſuch fins 2 we may be guilty of in others; for, in 
theſe kinds; many are guilty bf great difarders, while 
502. flatter themſelves that all goes well with: them. 
n ignorant of their carnal ſins; though, 
in theſe, ſometimes perſons deceive themſelves” . 
baſh very many take little or no notice of their ſpiritual 
fins, which are more interiour; and, though le eſs infa- 
mous in the eyes of men, are more heinous in the ſight 
of God: ſee then thou examine thyſelf thoroughly up- 
on! theſe heads; for ſpiritual ſins are commonly very 
ſubtle, and not eaſily diſcerned, without a diligent 
feareh. Nay oftentimes ſuch as are the moſt guilty, 
will not believe themſelves guilty of them. Theſe ſpi- 
ritual ſins are of one of theſe © fivg kinds, viz. pride, co 
vetouſheſs, envy, ſecret malice, and ſpiritual floth. Look | 
into them one 1 and if thy ſelf-love will ſuffer 
— to be impartial itt thy ſearch, in all appearance 
— wilt find ene guilty than thou art aware, 
28 2 Pi 'T 
:\Canſider ad, in particular, how full thou art of 
thyſelf; how fond of 3 thing that 9 kama by, 
how preſumptuous of thy faſficiency'; 
compare thyſelf with wr ety ot thy: thaw Mow 2 bee 
give thyſelf the how apt to deſpiſe 
others; how unwilling to ſuffer” any reproof or con- 
tradition; how ready to ſwell with indignation upon 
eve trifing oppoſition or — ; how apt to 
out into a ſtorm upon every ſuppoſed rant ;, 
how much concerned at what the world will think, or 
ſayz\of thy performances; how much more ſollcitous 


for thy worldly honour than for the glory of God. A 
Von! I. F M what 
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[| whitit is*all chis but an unhappy pride, which is laying 
| wiſe thy ſoul, and corrupting its very vitals, whilſt thou 
art inſenſible of it. See alſo, as to covetouſneſs, whe- 
ther the love of the mammon of the world does not 
reign in thy heart. Alas, the greateſt miſer does not 
think himſelf covetous ] but the tree is to be known b 
Its fruits: ſuch as an anxious care and a perpetual ſoli- 
citude about the things of the world; and upon this ac3 
count neglecting prayer, and other ſpiritual duties; or 
being continually diſtracted in them; thinking more of 
thy money than of thy God; locking up thy heart in 
thy cheſts; loſing thy peace upon every loſs or diſap- 
pointment; and a ſtrange unwillingneſs to part wittchy 
money, even when the honour of God, or thy neig 
bour's neceſſities call for it. See if nothing of this be 
thy caſe. See if thou art not more afraid of loſing thy 
worldly ſubſtance, than thy God. If ſo, thou art not 
in the way to heaven. 1 Mae enen 
Conſider adly, as to the other ſpiritual ſins; whether 
there be no perſon for whom thou haſt a ſecret envy? 
No dne whoſe praiſes, whoſe endowments, corporal or 
fpititaal; whoſe virtues, or performances, make thee 
uncaſy, and gnaw thy ſoul, as if their advantages were a 
leſſening to the honour, praiſe, and eſteem which thou 
affecteſt? O] how common is this mortal crime; and 
How many detractions and other evils does it produce 
and yet how many take very little notice of it ſ is it not 
thy caſe? Then as to ſecret malice, rancour, and har 
tred, ho doſt thou ſtand affected? Look well into 
fthyſelf; for here again we are too apt to deceive our- 
fſelves: but we muſt jadge of the tree by the fruits; 
| that is; by our way of thinking, ſpeaking, and acting, 
Wich relation to our ſuppoſed enemies. Now there is ſo 
very wide à difference between the fruits of charity, 
Aid thoſe of malice, between love and hatred; that:if 
we ate ſincere in our examination, we cannot well be 
deceived therein. And as to /piritual floth, which ista 
clog upon the ſoul, infinitely oppoſite to the love of 
iN God, to the ſpirit of prayer, to a due care in frequent» 
in the facraments and other duties; is not chis ulſu a 
al 29 moſt 
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on How many make tome account of ſuch duties as 


ments of God, and the precepts of the church, as far as 
they appertain to all Chriſtians in general; but paſs o- 
ver the particular duties and obligations annexed to 


| * > Darrin * Ner. 123 
moſt common evil, which frequently amounts toa mor 
tal ſin: and pod! how Som: do lukewarm) ſouls. taks 
notice of it? Yo SIA 1r4] 

Conclude upon deceringn an eternal war againſt, all 
theſe vices ; and particularly againſt that which thou 
baſt reaſon. to apprehend is thy - predominant. paſſion, 
that is ys the chiefeſt n mo ee a fahne 
cm. 
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C5 NSIDER galt, tha acts _— the 


true ſtate of our fouls,” we muſt alſo, examine 


how we: diſcharge ourſelves of all our duties; and not 
only of all ſuch duties as are common to all Chriſtians, 
but: alſo of all ſuch as are particularly ineumibent on us 


in our ſtation of life. Alas] how many take notice af 1 
their fins of cammiſſion, but not of their fans of omiſſi- 


_ to the regulating themſelves; but are not concern- 
ed to ſee that others under their charge, ſerve the Lord 
How many examine themſelves upon the command- 


their calling, or ſtate of life; to which nevertheleſs 


they are ſtrictly bound either by law, or by > | 


or by oath, on by the very nature of the calling. 


fe thou-my ſoul on all theſe things. The grand duty 
of man, * great end for Which he came into the 


world, his whole: buſineſs in life, is to dedicate and 
2 2 very. being and his whole liſe to the loye 
and ſervice-of his maker. All thy days O;man, are 
given thae for! this end. The omiſſion; of this great 
duty is highly criminal: tis uſually the. firſt fin, that 


4 into. And yet how few — 


on it j Alas hou many millions of ſouls are loſt by this 
omiſſion; Who though they are neither gh of blaf- 
. nor rr nor the ey * 
aa 6 | ; ſtly 
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zuſtiy condemned for the omiſſion of dedicating them 
ſelves in eurneſt to the love and ſervice of Gd 
Conſider 2dly, Chriſtian ſou], what care thou takeſt 
of thy children, of thy fervants, and of all under thy 
charge. "The regularity of thy own life, will never 
bring thee to heaven, if, through thy negligence of 
them, their lives be irregular. Reflect well on this; 
and ſee if thou art not guilty of many criminal emif- 
ſions in this kind. Again reflect on the particular obli- 
youu annexed to thy calling : and how far thou per- 
ormeſt what the Jaw of God, or man, requires of thee 
in thy ſtation ; for example, that of a paftor, a teacher, 
a lawyer, a phyſician, a tradeſman, a ſervant, c. Sec 
whether thou makeſt good thy covenants ? And if any 
oath were required at thy firſt admiſſion, or afterwards, 
ſee what care thou haſt taken to diſcharge thyſelf of 
the obligation of it? Alas how many, in _— 
upon their reſpective callings, take certain oaths, - 


afterwards perhaps think no more of them! And can 


this be the way to heaven? See inen now neceffäry 
it is that 4 Chriſtian, who bus a mind to ſecure His 
Wul, fhiould look well into himſelfj. 
Conſider 3dly, whether thou haſt nothing to appre- 
bend with regard to thy falvation, from the fits of 
other men? And this not only from thy omiffions; or 
thy neglect of reſtraining thoſe under thy charge from 
ſin, or of keeping away from them the occafions'of fin. 
But becauſe of thy commiſſions too, in promoting or 
encouraging fin by word or work; in enticing, or pro- 
voking to ſin; in fattering of applauding people in 
their ſins; and in contributing to keep up the perm- 
cious maxims of the world, in point of hohbur, inte- 
"reſt and pleaſure, by which numbers of poor ſouls are 
enſlaved to fin, and dragged into hell. Reflect wirhal 
how little guard thou generally haſt upon thy Words, 


In thy ordinary converſation, and whether thy eate- 


jerein may not frequently be attended with 
very bad conſequences to the ſouls of thy neighbours, 
'by. . ſome occaſton or other of fih; either 
In. thou t, Word, ot deed?” Alas! how many fitts 
"will be * to light in the great day, which care- 
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leſs ſouls in the time of this life but little n 3 
—— ſo continue till death, in the guilt of them. 
Conclude to make ſuch good uſe of the ſpiritual 
exercices of this time; and eſpecially. to ſtudy ſo well 
what paſles within thee, as to be no longer blind. to thy 
own fins, and a ſtranger at home. O my God] do 
thou give me grace, now at leaſt, periectly to know 
myſelf. O grant that I may renounce, and do penance 
i all my paſt ſins, and henceforward ſettle my. ſoul 
upon a more ſecure W winch may ſtand for eter- 
nity. | 12 5 


Friday E „ler- Ir, *y 


On exerciſing works of mercy. 


ONSIDER firſt, that in order to find mercy, 
; we muſt. ſhew mercy. Blefſed are the merciful, 
faith our Lord, for they fhall obtain mercy, Matt. v. 7. 
.And on the other hand, judgment without mercy, faith 
St. James, to him that hath not done mercy. Chap. ii. 13. 
God expreſsly rejects the faſts of them that refuſe to 
w mercy to their neighbours, //azas Iviii.. He de- 
clares he will neither give ear to their prayers ; 3 nor ac- 
cept of their ſacrifices. Prov. xxi. 13. Jai. i. 11, 15, 
16, 17, 18. If then, my ſoul, thou deſireſt at this 
time effectually to ſue for the divine mercy, in the for- 
giveneſs of thy ſins; ſee that thy faſting and prayer he 
accompanied with alm{-deeds, thou have much, give | 
. ebundantly ; if thou have little, take care even ſo ta be | 
. willing to be/low a little, Tob. iv. 9. This mercy and 
charity exerciſed by thee, will recommend thy faſting, 
and thy prayer to that God who is all charity, and 
whoſe tender mercies are above all his works. + 
s, Conſider 2dly, how many ways, and upon how ma- 
"= ny occaſions,the word of God, recommends alms-deeds - | 
th || to us. It promiſes. an eternal kingdom i in heaven, to 
3, | all them that are diligent in this exercice and threatens 
wr wich eternal damnation. all them that are negligent, 
St, Matt. Xv. It ſhews that the definitive ſentence, 
in eh 8 „Wen 
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Vhich is to deride oureternal doom, is to pas upon each one 
of us according to his behaviour in this reſpect. Ibidem. 
It encourages even the greateſt ſinners, to rutem their 
ins with aims, and their inipuities with works of "mercy 
to the poor, Daniel iv. 24. It aſſures them, that by 
the means of alms all things ſhall be made clean to them. 
St. Luke xi. 41, that aims deliver from ail fin, and _ 
death, and will not ſuffer the ſoul to go into darineſs. 
Tob. iv. 11. That Chriſt conſiders what is done tor 
"the poor, as done for himſelf, and will reward it ac- 
cordingly St. Matt. xxv. That he that hath mercy on 
the poor lendeth to the Lord, and he will repay him, 
Prov. xix. 17. To paſs over many other texts, pro- 
miſing all kind of good, both for this world and the 
next, to works of mercy ; and threatning the hard heart- 
ed, and unmerciful with the worſt of God's judgments. 
Ol my ſoul attend to theſe heavenly oracles: embrace 
with all the affection of thy heart chis lovely virtue of 
mercy, the favourite daughter of the great King. 
It was mercy brought him down from heaven to thee 3 
and mercy muſt carry thee up to him thither. _ 
Conſider 3dly, the conditions that muſt a 
our alms, that they may be capable of producing thele 
great effects. 1. They muſt be liberal, and propor- 
tionable to our ability: He that ſoweth fparimgly Hall 


| Y "reap but ſparingly. What then can the worldling expect, 


| who for every penny he gives to God, in the perſon 
pf the poor, gives a pound to the devil, and to his own 
| *paſſions and luſts? 2dly. Our alms muſt be given with 
"a pure intention: that is, not out of oftentation, or vain 
glory; or for any other human motive; but for God's 
- + Fake: otherwiſe they will have no reward from God. 
"24ly. Our alms can never effectually procure for us 
the remiffion of our fins; except ve join with them 
à ſincere repentance for our ſins, together with an 
erfectual reſolution of loving and ſerving God for the 
future. Chriſtians, take good notice of theſe thee 
| _ * articles: and particularly remember that neither alms, 
nor any thing elſe, ean give any manner of ſecurity to 
Ay man that wilfully perſiſts in mortal i. 
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- Conclude to eſteem, love and practiſe upon every 


. this bleſfed virtue of merey. But fee that thy 


intention be pure: and beware of wie the benefit 2 
it 12 1 an nne. heart. 


Saturday in Erber Ir. . 
On #he ſpiritual works of meriy. 10 


NSIDER firſt, that the ſpivitual works of mercy, | 
wy which we relieve our neighbours in the neceffi- 


ties of their ſouls, are of far greater value in the fight 


of God, than ſuch as merely relate to their bodies, If 


then he is pleaſed to promiſe ſuch ample rewards, to 


the feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, and fach 
like good works, which relate only to theſe corruptible 
carcaſſes, and tothe ſhort time of our mortal pilgrimage: 
how mech more will he eſteem and reward thoſe works 


of mercy and charity, by which immortal ſouls, made | 


after Gods on image, and redeemed by the blood of | 
Chrift, are drawn out of darkneſs and fin, reſcued from | 


| ſatan and hell, and brought to God and a happy eternity ? | 


He that ca ſerb a Jmner to be converted from the errour | 
of his way, ſaith the Scripture, ſhall ſave bis ſoul from | 
death, and ſhall cover a multitude of fins, St. James v. 20. 
And they that infirutt many to Juftice, Pall fine as flare | 
for all eternity. Daniel xii. 3. 

'Confider 2dly, that the ſpiritual works of mercy 


evil ways, even the ways of death and hell, by a#mo- | 
nitions, remonſtrances, fraternal corre&tions, &c; by 
A — inſtructing fuch as through ignorance, | 


Jy uno Works 


i 
re | 
i 


principally exerciſed : by rechiming ſinners — del 


are in danger of loſing their precious ſouls; or by pro- 


curing chem this light and inftruQtion from other pro- 


per perſons; by comforting the afflicted ; encouraging | 


che pultlanimous, upholding. and afhſting them that 
are under temptations, reconciling ſuch as are at vari- ö 


"ance, bearing with all; forgiving all, ever overcoming || 


evil with good, and wrap for all. O how happy; 


do precious „* is a life ſpent in. fuch 
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works of mercy and charity as theſe are] And how 
happy will that death be, that ſhall conclude ſuch-a 
life! O my foul, that we may lead ſuch a life! O that 


| 


not to neglect any other means that lye in thy power. 


we may die ſuch a death. S e 1 
Conſider 3dly, that theſe ſpiritual works of mercy, 
are not only the moſt acceptable of all, and the moſt 
meritorious in the ſight of God; but alſo are of 
ſtrict obligation: and this not only to paſtors, but to 
all other Chriſtians, according to their circumſtances 


and abilities. Charity is a virtue of univerſal obliga- 


W tion : and the principal object of that love, which cha- 


rity obliges us to have for our r is the eter- 


nil welfare of their immortal ſouls. If then we can 
unconcernedly fee numbers of ſouls crowding into hell, 


without affording them all the help thatlyes inourpower, 


in order to reſcue them from that extremity of endleſs 


miſery ; is it not evident, that we have no charity for 


them; and if not? may not our caſe one day be as 
bad as theirs ? What then muſt we do? We muſt gladly 
flay hold of every opportunity, of contributing what lies 


in us to the converſion and ſalvation of any one of 


theſe poor unhappy ſouls : and we ſhall quickly find 


©. - that opportunities of this nature will not be wanting, 
if we take the matter to heart. At leaſt there are two 
ways, and thoſe the moſt effectual of all, of reclaim- 
ing ſinners, and bringing them to God; which are 
certainly in the power of every one; and from which 
no one can be excuſed : and theſe are the example 
of a holy life, and the efficacy of fervent prayer 
{| _ poured out to God in behalf of poor ſinners, | 
Conclude ever to make uſe of theſe two, the moſt 


effectual, ways of bringing ſinners to God: Yet fo, as 


What a comfort will it be to thee; what an honour, 
what a happineſs, to be the inſtrument of God, in 
the ſalvation of ſouls ; that ſame great work, which 


ji if for want of this charity, any of theſe ſouls ſhould 


* 


4 


1 


__— 


brought the Son of God from Heaven] But what 


dreadful puniſhments may'ſt thou not juſtly apprebend, 


periſh, becauſe thou wouldſt not lend them a help- 
337 3 8 : ing 
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Which they wert running. Ah! will not their blopd! 
21254 * to heaven or vengeance SAINTS! 
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| Second funday in Len. on 16 


+ Jap Oi Prayer. © 2 vim 

\ONSIDER firſt, that the time of Lent is 

3 not only a time for faſting, and giving alms ; but 
is alſo in a particular manner a time of devotion and 
prayer. Faſting, alms and prayer are three: ſiſterz, 
which ought to go hand in hand, and with united 
forces, to offer a holy violence to heaven, which is not 
to be taken but by violence. If then prayer be at all 
times neceſſary; if it be the very life of a- Chriſtian 
ſoul z tis. certainly a moſt indiſpenſable part of our 
duty at this holy time. But what is prayer? It isa 
converſation with God: It is a raiſing up of the mind, 
and of ie heart to Goa :; It is 2 addrefs ofthe foul 
to God, in which we preſent him with our homage, 
our adoration, praiſe, and thankſgiving; we exerciſe 
ourſelves in his preſence, in acts of faich, hope and 
love; and we lay before him all our neceſſities, and 
thoſe of the whole world; begging mercy, — and 

Elvation at his hands. O my ſdul how happy was 4 
howeglorious, how pleaſant, to entertain pte cad thus * 
thy God ! Is it not in ſome meaſure -anticipating- the | 
Got 'of heaven? For- aa is heaven. -but to be with 
odd Han, 
Conſider - 2dly, more in pantivulaty the alas 
lene advantages the ſoul enjoys hy the means of prayer. | 
It gives her a froe acceſs,” whenſorver ſhe pleaſes, tp | 
cotne before the throne of his divine majeſty ;-and to | 
make her addreſſes to him, at any hour of the. day or 
3 with a poſitive aſſurance from him of meeting 
with A favorable audience: It admits her, as often as | 
. into his private cloſet, where-ſhe-may-fad | 
him all uldne, and treat with him with all free. 
dom a long as ſhe will; and the maybe aſſured he will 


alt . never | 
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Wes againſt her. Will any prince of the eartlygllow 
any thing like this even to his greateſt favourite? O 
riſtian ſoul, what an honour is this ! And. why art 
not thou more ambitious of it; lr 
Conſider 3dly, how delightful prayer is to the ſoul 
that truly Joveth God. The true lover finds the 
greateſt pleaſure in thinking of, and ſpeaking with the, 
object of his love. If then the ſoul truly love. God, 


er be wearied with her importunity, NaF, bean 


= / nothing will be more ſweet to her, than this heavenly 


intercourſe and converſation with her ſovereign good. 
The ſaints have found it ſo, when they have paſſed 


| whole nights in prayer, and thought the time very 


ſhort, through the delight they found in the company 
of their beloved. O my ſoul if thou find no ſuch de- 
light in prayer, ſee if it be not for want of love. 
Conclude to embrace this heavenly exercice of prayer, 
at all opportunities. Here is to be found thy greateſt 
honour, intereſt and pleaſure : and in a word, thy 
whole happineſs boch for time and eternity.tl- 
ff. rea 55 115945% 37 & {Ys 2558 „ G4 Mott aw O15 
Second Monday in Lent. 
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| of JONSDER firſt, that all Chriſtians are indiſ- 


QA. penſably obliged to prayer: becauſe it is a ho- 


mage and worſhip we owe to God. He is our fiiſt 
beginning, and our laſt end : he is the inexhauffible 
ſource of all our good: thereſore he juſtly expects we 
fhould daily worſhip him; and daily acknowledge our 
total dependance on him, by a diligent application to 
him by prayer. We are all bound both hy our creation 


| 


and redemption, frequently to preſend ourſalves before” 


e 


the throne of God, with acts of adorations:pnaiſe- and 


thankſgiving : we are all bound to honour him, by 


frequent acts of faith, hope and- doe and it is 
in prayer, and by prayer, we perform theſe duties: 


they are all neglected, if prayer be neglected. It wN] Sn 
fg appointed in the divine law, that twice every dax, 


; avis vl. 


earned 


MPs: A W0. 
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very Day in tb t. tht 
52, ) ald evening, an unſported lainb Mould 
be” offered in ſacriſice, in the temple of God: as a 
daily worſhip, he expected from his people: and mal 
not the children of the new law be equally obliged, 
twice a day at leaſt; to offer up their homage of prayer 
in the temple of their hearts. Daniel choſe rather to 
be caſt into the den of the lions, than not worſhip his 
God by prayer, three times a day. And ſhall not 
this convince Chriſtians of the ſtrict neceſſity of this 
exerdies: fo 2 5 YI” 998, o/c 1-3 07 TY 
Conſider 2dly, the neceſſity of prayer, in as much 
as it is, by divine appointment, the channel through 
which the graces, and bleſfings of God are to flow 
into dur fouls. We can do nothing, towards our ſal- 
vation, without the grace of God: but with his grace ' | 
we can do all things, Now prayer is the great means 
of procuring, and obtaining this all neceſſary grace: 
Ae, and you ſhall receive; ſeek, and you "ba find ; 
noc, and it ſhall be opened to you. O how often is, 
this repeated and inculcated in holy writ ! How much 
are we there preſſed to be earneſt and fervent in prayer! 
Does our God then ſtand in need of us, or our prayers? 
No certainly. He ſtands not in need of us : but we 
continually ſtand in need of him; and therefore out 
of love to us, he is ſo often preſſing us to pray: be- 
becauſe he ſees that without frequent and fervent prayeth 
we mult be forever miſerable. Bleſſed be his name for 
this his inſinite charity! 7 0 597 e eee eee 
Conſider +3dly; the neceſſity of prayer, from the 
warfare,” in which we are engaged, the whole time f 
our mortal pilgrimage, with three moſt deſperate ene- 
mies, the workl; the ficth, and the devil“ We ag 
ſurrounded with dangers on all ſides, and with dangers 

4 that threaten us with nothing leſs than the loſs of God: 

; and a miſerable eternity. We walk in the midſt of 

. ſnares: our way is beſet with robbers and murderers: 

| we breath a peſtilential air: we live in a world; that | 

| is very wicked; in the midſt of wordlings, a deluded 
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and work encourage fin; and ſeek to drag us along with 


them 
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_ Aa pr OY 
{4rith the broad road of perdition: totit 
th ud a Toad of fleſh, which weighs down the poor 
ul, and tyrannizes over her with! be paffions and luſts: 
e hold à correſpondence with the third enemy the 
#1, and are ever ready to —_ us to him, to make 
us his companions in never ending woe. We 8 
Whole legions of his wicked cog toi poo 
erafty atid malicious ſpirits, bent 1 05 
to deſtroy us. And what ſhall we do? Ur what can 
do, to ape all theſe dangers, and to overeghze 4 
Mleſe enemies We muſt 'twatch. and pray: n 
Watch over us; and give us the victory 8 
. - $161 e 


1 will engage God on dut fi; 
enemies! ſhall fail before'us : for In: pt 


vos tel he ie (gain s. 67 BY . 
 Cbhtlude to have recourſe to prayer I, al. age 
and temptations: and ſince our whole life is Full 
ns and temptations, let us make! gur pee 
uch as pebble, a lie of prayer nn 
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8 fuſt, chat the moſt e 
n to make our prayer either acceptable to 
God, r lenegcdaf to ourſelves, is a bow dus attention: 

It'ideſerves not the name of pra ite 107 

pray! y (with wilful diftraRtions, is & 5 Ae is af“ 
ting the divine majeſty. ir propile;! Cath: he 

bonaureth me with their lis, but their heart | js} 

. Ila xxix. See my ſoul if this be not 9 

thy" caff? And if ſo, felt a ſpeedy remedh fOfo 

aH el. There. needs no gieater to tf the 

N. very depth of a ref for eme unt 
r ad he chfht fall ü Mee D | 

Way to pray well : 80 he that em, mtuſ n 

pett to live well; or 7 52 50 $112. gn 8 Art 

Confideri2dly;;that in order to pmy well; our 7 eint 

eee mult go always along with-what — 


Or; 
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or, which is the beſt attention of all, and moſt condue- 
ing; to bring us to the love of God, our thou ought mult - 
then be fix'd in God ; not conſidered as abroad, but as 
within our own ſouls; not as repreſented by corporeal 

„but as the being of all beings, the eternal, 
incomprehenſible, infinite truth. But that we may be 
better able to keep this attention in the time of prayer, 
we. muſt hearken to the admonition of the wiſeman. 
Before prayer, prepare thy ſoul, and be not like a man 
that . h a This preparing the ſoul for prayer 
conſiſts, in fiſcharging beforehand, as much as poſſible, 
4 5 foreign guy hes ; 2 even at other times all 
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— 
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unty ing rovings of te heart * its e affections; and be- 
ning by a ſerious recollection of the ſoul in the pro- 
ſence of God ; and an earneſt addreſs to him, ler. 
us, and help us to pray as we ou | ad 
Th er zdly, that if, after ta ag theſe precautions, 
ill find ö hurried away with a multitude of 
diftraQtions, in the time of prayer, we muſt not be 
diſcouraged, For as lang as our, will has no ſhare in 
theſe di they will not be imputed to us; 
nor hinder the fruit & our prayers., Tis the heart, 
'*is the will that God regards: our care muſt be to 
keep this right; to ſet oe at firſt vvith a good my | 
and a will to ſeek our heavenly father: and not to 
tract this by any wilful turning aſide from him 2 and 
we may be afſur.d that he that ſeeks, and ſees the heart, 
will, not be offended, at the involuntary wandrings of 
the n which can never N the 1 
rom him. 

Conclude upon ever keeping a cloſe 6 by: upon, thy 
mind, and upon thy heart, if thau defire-to pr 
aud this not only at the time of pray er burar: = 
For if thou live in a Mg was dilfipation of thought, 
at other times; and with a heart ſet upon irregular af. 
fections, and cheating yanities ; how canſt thou ex 
but that both thy mind and heart in the time of p prayes . 
* be ſtill running after 1 co 118 8 are accuſ- 

tomed 
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agination, and vain amuſements ; 
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R ONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of 8. 
. 3, Da oft, an you receive nor, Berauſe rel 
— * ſe. Grathro Als are made in holy writ, in 
fav ut theſe are to be underfiood;” pro- 
aeg 5 er den we ought, and in the manner we 
ollffic.”” But if we are more concerned for che tempo- 
ral of this tranſitory life, than for the eternal 
oD Mel x __— and make ſuch things "as" thoſe 
et of our prayers : we muſt not 
bi e iel if 9000 ddes not Hear us. For ih theſe 
we often Know not what we aſk, or- we ktiow 

= eaſt 2 expedient for us; aad it is # 

„ ndt to grant us thoſe things, which, if he 
e Pit then might be the occaſion of the Joſs 
of our ſouls: In MY: pra e muſt ſee firſt the king 
dm of Cod, and his infite; and as to thoſe other things, 
Gd will e — us them as far as he ſees expedient for 

And if at any time we pray for ſueh _ 
595 y to be delivered frotn ſufferings and croſſes; we 


ever pray With ſuhmriffion, and conformity to tte 
j pint and Lt otherwiſe : Net my woill but thine ze 


Oh, ; it his wolli; and if he ſees it ex- 
A i 217 Tt eg 


. * "that we mute only præy for fueh 
| WE thi. + Wige e Gods 
| FITS We d > ö wha 
welfare: but we fr Intent pray. in a proper — (Ol 
| 4 is, jt pit tian, and with a HVdy Fai 
Aud confi od. Ghent promiſes ate made th 
he: 66 5 payer” A but i it is to pr er made With faith, 
Auch conßdence in God. The honour of dis Aline 
| ma- 


every Day in t, R 135 
majeſt is engaged to ſtand, by. thoſe that pr 
frong belt, and truſt in bin. 3g 0 But as, for a4 far him gh 
rayeth, wavering in faith, let bim not think that 
Bal recetve any thing of the Lord, James i. 6. 1 | 
rot pray to the, purpoſe; we muſt come 
God with a lively ſenſe of his boundleſs power, good- 
neſs and mercy ; with a conviction of his being ever 


faithful to his promiſes ;_ and that his divine truth can- 
not fail. And we muſt not trult in the leaſt in our- 


ow nor ground ourſelves upon any merits « 

but put an entire confidence in God ; who 

— deſitous to give us his grace than we are ta * 

it: and we ſhall quickly experience. how ready he y | 

. 
it is, % ever mn nd 

founded. 1 


i Qonlidee $lly chat, in- order, to 'htaig « 1 reqil 

we muſt take care to preſent. them, in the name 

Es Wir we al EEE ; 
t-we 18 

ion: now gut 5 Tel 5 85 


his name, 00 be. given to us. Ch 
But ther« is nd other name 2 Dion. 
wherghy we muſt be ſgued, Acts I. wig ” 
the great grounds of. that, faith; and confidence, wi 
which- | _ HIT | 
mage 


we dra vf to God, 
to: him: the San of God has die, 
over to us the merits of his death SS d palfon : 
purchaſed for us thoſe graces which we or; 
blood Fe pleads in our behalf. Tongb⸗ 
then . nfidenct ta the. throne 2 42265 th 


5 e u find grace. in. ſea/enable, 


ue to. ake 26 blood of. "Chil ng with yn 
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\ ON 'STDER* fiſt, the necefiity; of TITS in 
prayer: that is to ſay, that we ſhould be quite in 
— 5; in our addreſſes to God. For how can we ex- 
pect, that God ſhould hear, or regard, our fu RE 
when we preſent them with 10 much indolen 
indiſference, as if we told the Almighty, we dh not 
care, whether he heard us, or no? Such luke - warm 
prayer as this, inſtead of drawing down his Heffing 
upon us, will rather move him to indignation: Tis 
doing the work of God negligently: which is a'thi 
of the worſt of conſequences to a Chriſtian ſoul, Fer- 
— and earneſtneſs in prayer is recommended to us 
—— example of the Son of God, 0b in the 
— s fleſh; with a ftrong cry and r offered ap 
_—_ aud ſupplications: Hebr. v. 7: Tis 55 
mended by the doctrine, and exam tele all the 855 
Not a fetVour of the imagination, but of the will: nt 
expreſſed by the motion of the head, or any outwartt 


| — -6f the , but conſiſting in tlie ſtrong de- 


of the ſoul; deing with all her power for the 


, mercy. and grace of God. TY 


Conſider 24y, how our Lord recommends to- ds, 
St; Bake xviii. 15 Ther we ſhotild always pray, and ot 17 


- Feinty that is, not to be diſcouraged, nor to give Oer, 


| if we dont immediately find the effect of our prayers; 
| but, by the example of the poor widow, whoſe im; 


' portunity prevailed even upon a wicked judge, ſtill con- 


tinue to knock at the gate of heaven, till God is pleaſed 


to open to us, according to his merciful promiſe. Per- 


| feverance in prayer, and a holy importunity, were the 
means by which the Saints obtained ſuch great things 
| of God. It is well if the want of theſe be not the 


true reaſon why we are not favoured in the like man- 


ner. 'The hand of n is certainly not ſhortened. 


But 


very. Day iu rb T.. Ip 
But alas ! we have not that faith, that fervour, that 


7 
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Conſider 3dly, that nathing 4 more 
render our prayers effectual 25 od, than a . 
. W contrite and hambled ir God never de- 


He PORE, of. him ee V fai 
jeans Eceluf., xxxv. 2T, WAVY e,clou 
== not depart, tull the meſi 
= finds admittance. with. Geck who ever teh, 


-oud, 2 s his grace to the bumble. If chen, my 
fl, Gon th e that thy prayers; ſhould find admit» 
be ever accompanied with e 

wil eat nn Abraham; Gep.rxvi 
:wherees,{ am but 4% and Ale, Alas] - poor, 
mine,.thy whole being ia a mere nothing in the fight 
of that great God, before whom thou preſenteſt thyſelf 
in prayer. His majeſty fille heaven and eanh; and 
heaven and earth: dwindle away to jult-nothingf 
io. his preſence... But wht. a figure chen da 
| and abomingtions mae in bis eyes & 
And bow wretched an object do they bebe 
See then what preſſing motives thou haſt to, hung 
ble thyfelf in prayer, in conſideration of thy ſins 3 and; 
of, what thou haft deſerved by them. Nothing h. 


ble prayer can remedy. all dy eri, and this w 
ffectually do it. {Hex 30619 bas O 


ot anchade.eyer.to. pray with. fervqur'.and Bamility: 


N | 


Ink 3017 


bo e * at „ evg | ba 18 V N wh og 
Va IS. Airs 21 bol) Ur BOA e 18 on of gun 
4934 moi Httzgiom ift 09 Sion eU 09 n? 
och h Wiaumoge 1 x ones bus nayirg gi 991 * 
Ani 3917 dn benigzdg. ein i di vd >n63h | 
Ak ton 24 Gods 3 * % i 50 27 -of- n 
tn 531 hen 55705 5 > $50 it 3% yaw nos 51, 
onen mon ais i bor) 0 bnad df 108 


1A 


a x r a 


288 112 1. ros — 


97175 Ze: WW. be petto Gier deem 10 T ed. 


day een ebe ſecorid Jus ral I. 
"ile 2105] iS Mods Aang 2 
420%, x: qi Mt 11. eu. 1 6144-9 ©) TR 
fir . 495 mental } 


5 Acne e PE ee e 9.19340), Alf 
NSIDER firſt, that the ent e and 
2 excelletice of prayer, are chieffy found in mental 
prayer, t is to ſay, in ſuch kind of prayer as is not 
confined to any form of words, but is made in the ſe- 
cret cloſet of the heart; where the ſoul all alone, firids 
her God alone, and entertains herſelf with him. The 
0 of this kind · of prayer, beyond that which is 
ably vocal, are; that it brings us nearer to God, and to 
bs heavenly light; that it employs all the powers of 
the foul, vi. the memory, the underſtanding, andithe 
Will, about him; that it opens the eyes of the ſoul to 
| the knowledge of God, and of- eurſelves; and is the 
true ſchool in which we learn to deſpiſe the world, ani 
its cheati vanities; and to love God with our>whdle 
Hearts. O my foul, ſee thou! dai — this ſchool 
aiiine Joye? - RI t 
Bs. Oonſider 2dly, ths the: es bad other maſters of a 
Fparitizal life, have preſcribed certain rules and methods 
K 1 mental prayer, with a variety of ſubjects, to make the 
Practice eaſy. - According to theſe rules and methods, 
| "the ful begins, dy placing herſelf in the preſenceof Her 
Gd an by humbly: ——— his divine affiftanes :: 
ben the metnery' repreſents — ſubfect 8 ; 
| "and the — is/ employed in confidexing*the 
heavenly truths diſcovered therein: till the vill is prb- 
perly affected therewith, and ſtirred up to the fear and 
10% of God; to an hu mble confidence in his goodneſs; 
bc. a ſenſe of gratitude for his benefits; to a horrour of 
and a ſincere repentance for paſt offences; and ſuch 
eh affeRiorss wälckh oughbrro be ſollowedby good and 
tm freſolutions of avoiding evil and doing good; and in 
particular, of the immediate amending ſuch failings as one 
is moſt iubject to. Such is the method of mental prayer, 
dd dune by 


fiery Dey i the ;Fear. 739 
N. Fen of meditation, e K at Ignatius, 
other Saints: and bot wery-ealy 
NE ONE ban fouls ; by lis ſerding gre 97 
to enlighten their underſtanding, and to inflame their 
will. Give thanks, my ſoul, to thy God, for the lights 
he has communicated to His Sela to direct thee, in 
this ſovereign exerciſe of mental prayer; and particu- 
— y practiſe what they recommend, 5 8 
ing principally in th ayer upon n. 
—— bog left Aber thy meditations fall ſhort 
anſwering the chiefeft end ft prayer, which! is he 10% 
of God, and the amendment of thy life. 
-:!"Conkider :3dly; that although his method 0 f ment 1 
rayer-be.excellent;/ and ſuche as ought to be followed, 
where the ſoul does we find herſelf invited 3 Ed | 
another daR z yet as the ſpirit, bat beib where , be gun 
John iii. 8. and as we muſt not pretend to ſet bo 
or give rules to him, who expects to be ever acknow- 
beuge as ſovereign, Lord and King ws: our, fouls, 
and t6: eſtabliſh his reign there by mental. prayer i he 
ſhduldꝭ be pꝓleaſed to advance the ſou to . pern 
ect prayer of contemplation, (in "which bi finds hen. 
ſelf drawn nearer to God, quite alone! with him, an 
..abſorpt in his love) ſhe muſt not be: refrained, | 1 5 
.of — forms, or methods, from 1 
happy call; and thankfully yielding 4. u | 
tive tu dine, love. For ir muff ever be 0 gal 5 | 
:the\foul; which;dehires. to haye the. kingdam.of God G | 
: tabliſhed in het intarigur, by of mental prayer | 
follow Grad: and his. ee ſo as to EY 
guide along with her, far fear of being impoſed; u 
- by; taking the ſuggeſtions of Satan, or of her own, pri 
and ſe}f-love; for the motions of. the Spirit of God... | 
Conglude to exerciſe thyſelf daily: in e 
.es the:grient means to bring thee to God. Let non. 
text of buſineg cull ther off from this exexciſe; pothing | 
Dea be ofchalf ſo much importance to thy true welfare x 
tis the very way to heaven. The morning'is-the, 
eu ff. and half an hour at on ere to he; Jedi i- | 
-:Eateq tolit. to £ — en d Gi 7 | 
Take | eile 
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2 Oh Be ric of mental prayer. 3 Ht 5 , 
SIDER; drift; the great errour of many. Chri- 
ae be the practice of mental 
e u difcult; and therefore are diſcouraged fr 


aul this ;exercices by the vain DEAL» ns 
not being 'a to ſucteed in it: an errour which the 


devil endeav ours to propagate with all his power, hee 
2 hb fenrꝭ nothing. more than mental prayer; ds ba- 
ng the direct ruin of his uſurpation, and the eftabliſh-> 
— ingdomiof der ſoul. T cn,,HGg 
this errour, and to takeaway :ejudice,. againſt; for! 
nectfiary. an exercice releck OY ere is no ſuch myſs: 
tery in mental prayer, as people vainly imagine; that: 
itz conſiſts in conſiderations and affections, that is; in- 
thinking and leving; and this, in thinking on ſubjrcts, ge- 
nerally the moſt eaſy, and the moſt copious that can be 
andi at therfame; times: of the utmoſt importance to the 
aul; and in avi him, hom by thinking we ſind to 
be eu. way the moſt worthy of our love. We can 
eaſily of our other affairs, and even of every trifle 
diag oomes in our way: nay thinking is ſo natural to 
us that we cannot help thinking of ſomething, when 
ever we chre awake. And ſhall thinting be then only 
difficult,nwhen, we are to think of ee. of the utmoſt 
conſaquence to bur ererlaſting welfare? Or ſhall loving ' 
be difficelt-to a ſdul that was made to love, and that 
never can find reſt but in her love; and whom God, by 
his grace: is e ane and preſſing Wan 
him — * Aan 33 e ESUMIONY e 
| Confder adly, chat the ſabje&s ſor mental; pr prayer,” 
which are the moſt neceſſary, are withab the: lünen 
few ſuch as thoſe that are recommended by St. Tersſa, 
imbernuxitings, and by her own practice: vz, The- 
© tra knowledge of ourſelves, and what we are, both®© 
u mortals, and as ſinners: how much We were 
Lig et e ow ent yitm ,enchieg 1205 GUER * 


"4 bor) * 


na er fil er cn 0d 


| © how 2 he loveth us 3 and what he hath done for 
| | © us: the great humiliations and ſufferings of the Son of 


God, for dur redemption from ſin and Satan: the ſud- 


© den. vaniſhing of all preſent things; and the 
© -purn{ſhments and rewards to come. ey 
as theſe are no ways difficult or curious, but-ealy>fopes? 


capacity; and withal open a wide field for the foul 
re and ove” theſe it will be eaſy for her 
to-paſs on to a ers” fr pious affections, ſuitable to 
the f ſubject of the meditation. 25 85 more eſpecially ſuch 
confitterations as theſe ſerve very much for — 
inte foul the love-of God, and à deſire of being grate- 
| ful to him, and of never more offending him: when we 
| reflect what he, the Lord of Pers" infinite in majeſty, 
has done and ſuffered for us, ſuch poor wretches as we 
are, to deliyer us from ſuch torments, which we had 
deſerved ; and to purchaſe Sus fuck glotyy of his 
oven pure merey and goodneſs. : 733 lan 
Conſider 3dly, that it is' alſo eaſy for the ſoul to prace: 
tiſe mental prayer, in the way of familiar colloquies, ar 
entertainments with our Lord: converſing and dif- 
courſing with him, as we would do, if-we hind ltr 8 
ſibly preſent with us; as when be was here amongit 
men ãn- eisern life: treating with him as withia-pa#. 
rent, a friend, a: benefactor, às with our high prieſt, - 
our advocate, our phyſician, our director, our brotheh 
our ſpouſe, our head, our Redeemer, 2 ſometimes 
humbling ourſelves before him, confeſſing, and begging 
pardon for our many diſſoyalties: at other times repres 
ſenting to him our many infirmities 5 minding bim of. 
his promiſes ; ; thanking him for his great patience" tos 
wards. us; | condeling with him in his ſufferings und 
the daily affronts he receives from jobſtinate finners g 
8 ng 2 new-life for the future; offering all that we) | 
have; and our whole being to him; petitioning him for 
our man ſpiritual wants and neceſſities, Cc. For, 
* fiance. we neyer want words, ſaith St. Tereſa, 6 totale 
? win other: perſons, why ſhould we, to ow * 
0 , 


"th, | Mee un Aa . i 
And ſurely none can. want matters,to.comerſe 
Ther PREY with, Him, but ſuch as think they 
ae nothing. to; him, and neither here, nor hereafter, 
te A or expect any ching trom him. 
7 ade to let no apprehenſions of difficulties dif: 
Ol * thee from 0 practice of mental prayer. 
1 God will. make it caſy to thee, if thou 
f reſolute od wh thy beſt.endeavours, Be not 
iphtened if ou meet with nothing at firſt, but dryneſs 
| and diftracti 57 thy will be good, and cheſe will 
nt hurt thee : God: in his good time, will let the light 
S his" countenance ſhine upon thee. By, perſeyerane 
' this exercice, . wilt, at length, dig out a trea - 


Fare, which, will abundantiy recompenſe Whatever, la- 
2 don haſh taken in digging. on : bk Os as 


Ad 

ecam mends to her child ta make make himthe, 
EE their deyotion., His paſſion is the ern. 
—.— tource of all merey, grace, and ſalyation to us: 
[our good. mult be derived from his croſs; thersfote, 
| HEE 1 approach to him in his ſufferings, andi ſta- 
gs near the N e ita ons n 
bs e the more plentitully Mall SN 0 
Sante 115 grace which fo continually. 9 
his precious wounds. . Mo Ide great. de- 
Gan. of Lender that the ſinner ſhould, ee 

Gad, and pardon and mercy ; and 


what hatten 
dans can ha haue for this, than by bi along ith 


tot 


nian to che ttirhne of mercy, , the" blood! of er 

a meditating on his Taro 155 

znfider 2dly, that the — Chrilt ROE 

= from the beginning of the world, the great ob- 
ject of the devotion of the children of God: iff all their 
bloody ſucriſices of old; of 6xen and' ſheep; they 
brated beforehand the _ of the Lamb of 
in fi from the beginning of 'the world. And as 
from the time of the fall of damn, no grace cou 
be derived to any man, but through the channel o 
merits of the death and 5 
future coming was revealed to man immediately after 
his fall: ſo no ſacriſices could ever be table 0 
God, but ſuch as had relation to him, an through 

faith in him. Much more now, under Ne” new law, 
are all the faithful obliged to make the paſſion of — 
the object of their devotion: ſince he has i 

the e ſacriſice and ſacrament, and left 

us therein the ſaered myſteries of huis. body» and blood; 
for this very ende that, in our moſt ſolemn 1 
ſhip; we ſhould have always before our eyes his pu 
and death. See, my ſoul; how much thy Gal*Uefi 
he Would remember whit he has ſuffere®*jor'thiss f. 
And why ? Doubtleſs that by this means th6u might 
br eonfimed in his love. "bleſſed be His. 500 
for ever! H 

Gonlicer 309; chow e def all "leh" Chit 
are;'as forget che ſufferings and deathi of cheir R&I 
deemer: may they not alf be reckoned in the nume 
of thoſeg ef wem he complained of old, by ae 
prophet I that they-left him alone im Ms 1 
todk no notice of him 7 150 on my rig 
beheld, and herd was no one that . — Me 


ed, 


cli. 5 14d "ths meareſt man on earth fuffettP Bit! | 


hy h e the % = , 


the teil part of Hat ur Leid has ſuffered; for eg! | 


love ofrene Cf us; werfe dl be bafery ungrstefül . 
we ever forgot his füfferings; And: dis love. at then 
muſt we thin of ourſelves} if 'we forget the unſpeak;" 


| 
| 


able ſufferings; and infinite love of the San of God 


bes natled to a croſs; to — by His death, 
from 


Meniz artena 
ll? Ah N Chrit 


: 4s N 


n 
bam the eren 


us neyer be 85 ungrate ateful |. 3 
© Canclude O my foul, at this holy time at leaſt, 


to 7 th cruciſied Jeſus by meditations = 
With. 2 7 am ike to the craſs. 


C4 al. ii. e 0 
| J Pai Gt Cul 


O that like theſe gege 
; lovers, ws een aps adhere W crugiſie N 


27 third week i in Len. S 


n 8 as 


AONSID ER firſt, r the: 
paſſion. of Chriſt is the ſovereign means of all. 
good to. Chriſtian fouls. 4s. Moſes lifted up the fers 
n . a e 
En 
—— — — may nat 
everlaſting Ae. As then the looki wp " 
ſerpent, {which was a figure of the death of Chriſt,) 
was the means of divine appointment, to. heal the 
Ifraglites, ho were bitten by the fiery ſerpents, ſent! 
amongſt them for their fins ; and to reſcue them from; 
| tem oe > ſo the contemplation of the paſion.. 
is the means to heal Chriſtian) fouls. 
che infernal ſerpent, and t deliver, 
cam om wee Every. ſinner that looks 
to God with his whole heart, 
— 1 that by faith, hope, love and, rępentance, u Nom] 
tis in meditating on the paſſion. of Chriſt, we con- 
template the: great object f our faith ; the; ichiefeſt. 
ground of our: hope; the moſt prefling motive of dis. 
vi nd the ſtrongeſt aud moſt: effectual in- 
— repentance, for our ſins. O ſalet us em 
ace then this gent, e, bringing un. to God. 
5 Good. $032 rait! ene] 28019731 GY, hes "hon! 
UE Hi Jags . 1 ür Hey 1, 17 | 
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have 


hy aan ef Þ, ate ; 
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2 „ 
Fiery Day in the" NI. W 
Cönhder 241 dl, that 45 the belief" of Chrftt Sue 
is the moſt fundamental article of the Chriſtian' 5 falth; * 
ſo it has the greateſt influence of all other articles on 
out Juſtification : | 2 to that of the” A 85 
Rom. iii. 23, 24, 25. that we all hav „ fanned: 
need the glory of 8.45 Nin e 6270 222 
thriueh the redemptio on that In 
Grd Bath propoſed to b A PROPITIAT 10 
FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, &c. Tis then cErongh OD 


in his blood we are to be introduced to the divine 
- mercy : and tis by. meditating on his paſſion-we/Are to 


be introduced to a lively faith in his blocd, So that 
the: deyotion:.to:the-paiion of: Chriſt is the. ſuhrteſt- 
way to come at juſtify ing aich. Ic has no leſs influence 
on our hope, by ſetting beſore our eyes, how much 
God has loved" us in giving his Y Son; ant hen 
gear unds we haye to look for all. good rough“ 
him. For as the apoſtle writes, Rom. Vi 32. Ie 
tht fared" not even bis own Som. bur" delivered blin 2 
%, both bt ner fo with Fr giyith us uf r hing 

O An eärnöſt gest had God given den 
eff& ahPfalvation;: tithe blood of his $67? ! V Wb 

not poor ſinners Bape for, from-fach and Joe re 

deemer if the to his ſacred nee 22 
555 meditations; 5 offer up their hümbls 
phentiond to his Father, "through him, * ihfimfter 
merite- 


h e okt b * 3 
"Doſes gay, [iv an fron 

5 6brfultiqention, STU: ont? 22 
of a4 ſo ' nothing contributes more” <fF6cWklly . 
excite this heavenly love in our ſouls] than the dev. 
tiomti the paſfion of Chriſt. For here v moſt clear 


eb ine chauftäble treaſures: of his divine 16590-4662 
us. Thiy ext us à deſtre of retürũttg vers 
love; Te for lißes = Ts Attics us; ike Magdalene 
to che feet of our eruciſted Saviour; with ah eäffeftk 
deſtre to waſh tdem with -penitential/ tears, Rowing 
from, and enlivened by divine love. This makes us 


grieve for our paſt ingratitude, in having had hitherto 
Vor. I. O fo 


diſcover” the ineomprehenſible goodneſs/>5F* G 
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ſo little fonſe of his goodneſs and love; this makes ug 


lament the fhare our ſins have had in nailing him to 


the crols ; ; this teaches us to offer our whole Hearts to 
him, in order to make him the beſt amends we are 
capable of; by loving him henceforward, both in time; 

and eternity. Thus the devotion to the paſſion cf 
Chriſt introduces that penitemial love, to which our 
Lord attributes the remiſſion of ſins, when he ſays of 


Magdalene, Luke vii. 47. Many ſins are forgiven her, 


becauſe The hath loved much. 

Conclude to ftation thyſelf at the foot of the croſs, 
and by the daily contemplation of 'the fufferings of thy 
Redeemer, fo to exerciſe thy foul in faith, hope, love; 


and repentance; as to ſecure to thyſelf here proces 
and ſalvation. 


' Tueſday third week in 1 
On the leſſons Chrift teaches us iu bis pain; 


C IDER firſt, that the devotion to the pünden .N 
of our Lord, brings with it other great advantages 
to the ſoul; inaſmuch as it teaches us many excellent 
leſſons for the regulating our lives, according to his 


bleſſed example. The Son of God came down from 


heaven, not only to ſhed his blood for us, to pay our 
ranſom: but alſo to give himſelf to us as a perfect 
pattern of all virtues, for us to follow! in the practice 
of our lives: that fo the image of God in man, which 
had been disfiguretl by fin, might be Tepaired and re- 
formed according to this preat original. Now although ' 
the: whole life of Chriſt, was füll of admirable ex- 


amples of all Chriſtian virtues; yet they nowhere 


mine forth more brighthythan in vis paſſion: in which 
Be has drawm, as it were, under one view, all the great 


leſſons of virtue, he had taught in his ſife, ' both 
nis words, and his wofks. So that the paffion of Chri 
is the great ſchool, that the *Chriftian muſt frequent 


by devout meditations, ff he deſires 10 learn che vir- 


tues 


4 


every Day in the Years FO "147" 


tues of hi Redeemer. He muſt lock on „ 
plau on, aud execute in work, what he ſees in this 
pattern, which his Lord heze .thews: bim, on 
— candy if he deſues to make his ſoul a living 
tabernacle for the living God. At it was ſaid: ta Moſes 
when, be was te make 9455 rabernacle of the covenant 
Ses that tbau mate all things according to the pattern, 
a was /hrwn thee an the maunt,, Hebr. vü 5414. 
Conſider 2dly, what the leſſons are, chat Chriſt 
more particularly deſires to teach us in his paſſion 
The 22 informs us, Philip. ii. 5, 8, that they are 
his abedience, and his humility. Ile bum- 
bled bed himf, 721 becoming obedient unte death, even to tbe 
death of the croſs. : and this, that we might learn to be 
ef the lite miad. O let us ſtudy well theſe great leſ- 
fons. Adam fell from God by i fobedianca, to gra- 
tify himſelf, he tranſgreſſed the holy law of God; and 
ſo dente both ſin and death upon all his offepring. 
By the obedience of the ſecond Ado Jeſus Chriſt, we 
are delwered. from ſin and; death x. but upon articles of 
tearniag and practifing his obedience; and that alfo unto 
death; by a conſtant and perpetual will of ſticking elo 
to the commandments of God at all 2 and . 
rather dying than tranigreſſing his This is 
the obedience, that Chi expects we a0 learn from 
his Croſs; viz. ſo as to be ever willin to part even 
with our deareſt affeQions, rather than 3 Rey Gad 
and to ſubmit to any ſufferings whatſoever, rather than 
t diſobey. This is true Chriſtian abedfence: and 
nothing less will bring us to God. My ſoul, 1 
learn tllis leſſon at the foot of the eros. 
Conſider Idly, what 2 leſſon of humility Cboiſt has 
| given, us in the whole courſe of his paſon: b 
therein, as a warm, and no man; ther epraach of men, 
and thr outcaſt. of the people. Pſ. xxi. 7. See how 
de humbled himſelf, under the malediction af ourtſind, 
in his prayer in the garden. How he humbled; him- 
felf; in ſuffering with filence all manner of calummies. | 
| a re RzIGE How he en himfelſ un- 
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Jet tho no minicus and infamous tofmente of 


fore his: ſhearer 


Sirikers,, und my checks to them that 


M DI AN 10e for, 


ſeourging at the pillar, crowning with thorns, and 
his carriage of the croſs. In — how he humbled 
Himſelf, in his being crueſied between two thieves, 
add in dying; that moſt diſgraceful death of the croſs 
But who is this, my ſoul, that thus humbles himſelf, 


and makes himſelf thus mean and contemptible for 


thee? 0 0 tis the Lord of glory: tis the moſt High: 
tis the great king of heaven and earth. And - why 
does be thus debaſe himſelf? *Tis to teach thee his hu - 
mility ; a teflon ſo neceſſary, that without learning it 
_ canſt never pleaſe God, nor have ny part with 
HNs * 1251 

EE Conelude t to Audy well theſe neceſſary leſſons, by 
a daily attendance, upon our Lord in bis paſſion, He 
came down from heaven to be our teacher: and his 
croſs is the pulpit, from which he moſt feelingly and 
n preaches to our ſouls. 


7 2 lain a high the third lun i in 


Lent. 
Os other leſſens, to be learnt from Crit in . 


=2=6 wr” paſſion. 


Y\ONSI DER firſt, that in the ſo of Chi, 
his meekneſs is no leſs admirable than his humi- 

: Theſe. two he jointly recommended in life, to. 

be Fame of him, St. Matt: xi. 29. And theſe two he 
jointly taught in death, by his great example. He. 

was led as a oy: to the  Paughter, and as a lamb be- 

opened not his mouth, Iſai. liii. 

7 he Lord God hath oo my ear, ſaich he J/ai. I. 5, 6. 
And I de net .refift, ----- 1 have given yeh be 1755 to the 
cked them: I 

have. not turned atvay- my face from 2 that r 1 


12 8 1 


mme, and ſpit upon me. And why all this? But 10 leave 


1 an ex pcs that we ſhould follow bis fleps, 1 Pet. ii. 
21, 23. II bo when he was ne did net revile : when 


Ago 
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Ms moe threntaned mat: bur tr dere hi | 
Wh her juagnd bim unjuſtly. O let us learn pear 
tfidevation of the — — of our Lord in bis fuf- 
ferings, to/ſippreſs''all che riſings of our paſſtbn and 
„ aftd to imitate his meekneſs and-filences who. 
ih the midft of affrotits and injuries of all kinds, Sedame- 
a man'thet Drareth noty and aru dun man not 
tne bi moth; © 077 
Cortſider 2dty, that the en bo the paſſion of 
3 Chriſt, is the great means to learn a Chriſtian patiench, . 
under all the croſſes and. ſufferings we are expo ed to 
during our mortal pilgrimage. We cannot liue wichout: 
crofles and ſufferings; and in aur patience, under them, 
we are 10 poſſsſs dur ſouls; Luke xx+ 19. Patience both 
tens and fanifies all our ſufferings : patiance is ne. 
tſſary for us: that doing the will of God,” we may re. 
- ceive the promiſe. Heb. x. 36. Patience hath a perfect 
workz that we may be per fed and entire, falling in ne- 
j thing. James i. 4. As none hath. evex gone to heaven 
but hy the way of the croßs; ſo none can ever 
+ thither without patience. "Now this all-necefſary vir- 
tue of patience is beft leatnt in the fehvol of the paſſion 
of Chriſt; by the conſideration of the multitude and. 
variety of. his ſufferings; and the manner with which 
| he endures all, for the love of us. How ſhall a _ 

\ 4+ (who has deſerved hell for his crimes) pretend to 
by | F 18 or think much of any ſufferings, in life, 
- death, when by ſerious meditations he ſets dee 
to ches, che far greater ſuffetings of the innocent lamb 
® | 3 of God, endured with art unwearied patience, Tor, tis 
| e. | fins! wed 4ACLESA = 0 | 
je } © Confidet 2dly, what furthbr lefläng aße do de lead 
J*. | From the contetnptation of the pafſion of Chit, f. a 
65 charſty for our enemies; by conſidering the Son dhe ) „ 

Frayigg for them that' crucified him, and dying > for *þ is 
enemies. 2. Of perfect reſignation; And EBnfoltale 
in alf Witz to the Holy wil of God; by che gat . 
| ample of the prayer of our Lord in his agony y 10 W 
151% but thine 'bs done, and the confider: 
al Taernice, that ne made of himfelf tö his Rüther 
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6-7 Pg al ue ths leaſt reſerver 232O8 the 
Wirte e of v9 Futtary mortification, and ſelfedeal by: fee- 
ing: how. the $6 of God allows bimfelf nb-eafe{ ur 
mfort in his ſufferings; but both in life and death 
makes choice of what is moſt diſagreable to natural 
anglination... O my ſoul, theſe are  neceffary: geſſons 
indeed. See thou ſtudy them well, at the foot of che 
crofs; ſitting under the ſhadow of thy beloved. 
dear Jeſus, do thou by thy internal grace teach me ef- 
fectually theſe virtues; by that re and en 


# mailed thee to the Crols. 


Conclude, by loving and blefling th thy Gio for-hav- 


1 e thee ſo excellent a maſter from heaven, to teach 


thee the way thither, by his 33 and death. Let 
theſe be Ways, before thy eyes: mags: bale. never 


mis ahy Way. Ai 4s 27631 bn am 
e ofer the third Sunday in 
1620 1 WW 20g Lent. TR St if 1 111 N 5 
= „„ amen 
} 1105 te love that Cbrift bas foewn us,"in in bis F 
7 os. 7777 


0 N SIDER firſt, thoſe words of our W n 
St. John xv. 13. Greater love thun this no man 
. that a man lay down his life for bis friends. And 
indeed hiſtory ſcarce furniſhes us any inſtances of a. 
0 geifeck, as that one friend ſhould de willing 


ag 


1 *4s TY down his life for another! But O divine Saviour 
e 9 aur ſduls how imperfect is all human friendſhip com- 
. e with thine! what love betwixt man and man could 


ever, bear che leaſt reſemblance with that divine eha- 
ty, which burnt in thy ſacred breaſt, and which 

L oat q thee to offer up thyſelf i in ſacrifice; in the miuſt 
18 *. * king of ignominies, and the very 'worft of tor- 


ments, for thy very enemies ; for thoſe very wiretehes 
11 * that crucified thee; for us 'milerable ſinners, \wRoWere 


ike to make no better return, for all thy love, and for ö 
- All; thy Tuerings, than fun and ingratitude: nn | 


——— — Fe — — A 


J 
f 


| &ſpns againſt him. 


J Which would. oblige one mortal to die for 1 8 5 6 | 


5 love for love, 115 55 ITT vi, 


med . to think-of thy fairing or 
_ thank 2 but rather by gehegte We ea, 
to he:daily treading under foot thy precious blood.” 


dee by all creatures, for evermore, be this i 


ed himſelf to us, in his 


filte 
neſo and love of our. deareſt Redeemer! 
car Saviour, beſeech thee; by all. this Tove, arid Þ 
All this. precious. blood, which K. haſt ſo loving xls 93 55 
(for mez/ that thou wouldſt never more Juffer me 6” Yo 
thus ungrateful to thee... — 
Conſider adl * what the world would, think 'of a 
prince, the only ſon and heir of ſome great monarch, 
who ſhould Kea. ſuch love. and friendſhip for one 
of the meaneſt of his ſlaves, as to offer himſelf to die 
a cruel and ignominious death, to 5 805 this ſlaye from- | 
the juſt puniſhment of his crimes. Vould not. E111 
mankind ſtand amazed at fuch an a inary love? 
And this much more, if the crime, for which this ſlave 
was condemned to die, were no leſſer, than a . 
| ſonable conſpiracy againſt this ptince, by whom he Was 
fo tenderly beloved. Ah! Chriſtian fouls, this is 0 | 
a faint reſemblance; a very imperfect image, of that 
inconceivable and inexpreſſible.Joye,, which our Sayiour | 
has ſhewn to us, in laying down his Ife up a bis, 
to reſcue us his ungrateful creatures, rebels and traĩtorsto 
him and his Father, from the eternal tor I, 
Which we have a. thouſand times del we by b Fuß th 
For as there i is an infinite ke 


between the ſoyereign gn moe of. God, and 
2Eftatares,! hop gig ned ſve. ſo thete is 
that love, . our. has. ſh ewn in dyf 


worms of the earth, and ſlaves of hell, and 


fees = | 


dear Jeſus, never ſuffer me to forget this 28 Which 
[| thou+haſt ſhewn me]. Ox give. me 10 bo rel T eturt? Mee 


T3: . 
f ] 
A qnſider 2dly, vo truly ett, ou Lord} SA 
a 1 he EEE 7 2 Fe 
- For:uppoſing i it was his pleaſure t to deli Wet us Hört n 
and hell: he could — b 


| 


3803 


rought this N vy 9 
- Game: caſes, with which he ere ated all thi ing ee 


5 
aq 


Werres 
7 thihg/10wt only:words ohe ati-of his wenldthart hernt 
ſuſkofentts or it he muff nceds ſuffer, and ſhed luna bldod: 
fbr dur redemption, one drop alone of his ſacred blood 
by reaſon of the infinite dignity of his divine perſons 
would have ſbeen abundantly. enough to attone for: all 
the ſins of ten thouſand: worlds: his infunte love 
for us, andqhe deſire he — dur hearts, andy 
w oblige. u#to love: him, would not be content with 
this, nor with any thing leſs, than with pouring outther 
lſt drop of his moſt ſacred blood, by ſuſfering for us the 

wWorſt of torments, and the worſt of deaths, "0 infinite 
neſs, how: little art thou conſidered by us here? 
O' how aftonithing ſhalt thou appear to the Saints and 
A els ſor all eternity)! 791! 12 10 in 617 

5 —— with admiration at the ind and in- 
ſenſibility of Chriſtians, who make profeſſion of be- 
lieving this infinite , mercy and love; and yet 
are fo little touched with it; or reſtrained by the conſide - 
ration of it, from going on, daily crucify ing their Lord 
wioith their fins. O divine love, let me never be ſo un- 
happy! O let me never forget thee! O come and take 
full — at leaſt, ot my foul: 9 
| . or death! ever 2 —— 0 1 
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JON SIDER firſt, how affe&tonate is the lore 

that Chtiſt bears us in his paffion. It is ftronger 

4057 death: he 13 us more than his owt Kh ſince 
he arts w. is life for the love of 2 1 

. chan. Wu, love of the tendeteſt m cer e 

voluntarily embraces the p pangs of death to 0 05 tts — 4 

| * ſheds his blood to a our ſouls from fin: he offers 
his gyn body in ſacrifice, to he our victim, our tatifom 
liſa our food.” At ene ne futfering, and 


dying 


nt 


— 
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come for us, deſpiſed, and the moſt abject of men, a 


fered, becauſe it was his own will, And it was his own 


exery-Day: in the R To 


dying for us he has every one of us in his heart: he 


ces each one with an incomparable affection 
weeps over each one; prays for each one; and pours out 
his blood for each one; no leſs than if he had ſuffered 
for that one alone. O my ſoul, had we then a place 
in the heart of our Jeſus, when he was hanging upon 
the croſs? and ſhall we ever refuſe him à place in our 
heart? No dear Saviour, my heart is thine: it deſires 
nothing better than to be forever a ſervant of thy love. 
Conſider 2dly, how effe#ual is the love that Chriſt 
ſhew us in his paſſion; it contents not itſelf with words, or 
profeſſions of affection, nor with ſuch paſſing ſentiments 
of tenderneſs, as we imagine we have for him, in cer 
tain fits of devotion, at times when nothing occurs for 
us to ſuffer for his ſake: but it ſhews itſelf by its 
effects; by his taking upon himſelf all our evils, to pro- 
cure effectually all good for us. His love has made 
him diveſt himſelf of all his beauty and comelinem; 
and hide all his glory and majeſty ; that he might be- 


man of. farrows, and acquainted with infirmity : Iſai liii. 
He bath born our infirmities, and carried our ſarrotos, | 
out of pure love: He has made himſelf for the lose 
of us as it were a leper, and as one ſtruct by God, and 
affiifted: He was wounded for our iniguities, and bruiſed 

or our fins, All we like ſbeep were gone aſtray and 
the Lord laid on him the iniguity of us all. He was of- 


will; becauſe, he loved us; and deſired to transfer upon 
himſelf the puniſhment due to us; that he might de- 
liver us from the wrath to come; and open to us the 
fountains of mercy, grace and life, This was an effecs 
tual love indeed. Does our love for him ſhew teen 
by the like effects? Are we willing to renounce ouf 
own wills, to mortify our inclinations and paſſions; to 
ſufter, and to bear qur croſſes for him? A generqus I 
lover, is as willing to be with him on mount Calvary,” | 
as on mount Thabor: is this our diſpoſition? '. © : | 
Conſider 3dly, how difinersfed i 
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s. the love that 
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merit on our ſide: we deferved nothing from him 
| hell. He loves us without any proſpect ot gain | 
. to himſelf from us, ot any return that we can maker to 
him: we' cat-give him nothing but what he: muſt fieſt 
give us: we can offer him no good thing but what 
his love has purchaſed for us: we can have nothing 
but what is his. He ſtands in no need at all of u, or 
dar goods. O ho truly generous is this love of our 
ERedeemer in his paſſion. How bountiful is he to us! 
| He makes over to us the infinite treaſures of his me- 
its: he wants them not for himſelf; but bequeaths 
tem all to us. His love for us knows no bounds. It 
phath poſſeſſed his heart from the firſt inſtant of his con- 
{7 ception; it burned there for every moment. of his life; 
Ir carried him through all his ſufferings, even to;death; 
Ie is without beginning, or end; it endures from eter- 
nity to eternity. O bright fire, mayſt thou take poſſei · 
ſion of my ſou}, for time and eternity! och 2101 
N Conclude finte thou canſt make no better return to 
offer at leaſt daily thy heart with all its affection to 
+ thy loving Saviour. But that it may be worthy: of bin 
| cceptance; beg that he would cleanſe it by his precious 
$1 | blood, and inflame it with his love. 958 


Saturday after the third Sundag 
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| bl FXONSIDER firfl, how true that is, of the-de- 
baut author of the following of Chiilt, Thy 
hole life of Chriſt was:a croſs and a mariyreom He 
came into this world to be a victim for our fins; and 

- from! the firſt inſtant of his conception in his mother's 
Vomb, he offered himiſelf to all the ſuffetings he was to 


* 


WT undergo in life and death. Hear how he then add reſſes 
A himfelf to his Father. Pf. xxxix. p. 8. Secrifice, ond 
lation thou didſi not deſire: but . thou haſt pierdetd aas 
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r m. Burn ofering and fin offering thou did/t not 
or then dr, "behold I come. In the head % the 
book it it written of me, that I ſhould do thy will: O my 
God, I have defired it, and thy law in the midſt of my 
heart. And what was this will, and this law, hich 
from his firſt conception he embraced in the midſt af 
his heart? But that inſtead of all other ſaerifices, he 
ſhould become himſelf both our prieſt and victim, and 
through his ſufferings, ſhould mediate our peace, and 
reconcile us to his Father. Thus he accepted befoxe- 
hand all that he was afterwards to endure: and by the 
clear andfdiſtin& foreſight, which be had all alon 
of his whole paſſion, ſuffered in ſome meaſure all his 
life time, what afterwards he endured at his death, . 0 
how-eatly did my Jeſus embrace his croſs far the log 
of me! O how carly did I prefer my pleaſures before 3 
his love. a g | CC. 
Conſider 2dly, diverſe other ſufferings, . which our | 
Lord went through in the courſe of his mortal life, | 
His nine manths confinement in his mother's wanib | 
maſt ſenſible to him, who from his firſt conception hal 
the perſect uſe of reaſon; and who by a violence, + 
which he offered to his zeal and love, was kept ſo 
Jong from action. The hardſhips he endured at his | 
\ birth, from the rigour of the ſeaſon; and the poverty | 
of his accommodations: his circumciſton ; his flight | 
1510 into Egypt; the ſenſe that he had of the murder of the 
+ KF Tnnocents: the auſterity of his life; Is Freglitnt un- 
ger, thirſt and want of neceſſaries, his labours and fa- 
tigues. But all this was nothing to what his bound 
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ity charity, and his zeal for the honour of his Father a 
[hr | 


| 

| 
the ſalvation of fouls, made him continually ſuffer, | 
from the ſight and knowledge of the fins of men. He | 
had all the fins of the world always before his eyes, far | 
the whole time of his life, with all their enormity, my 
oppoſition to the infinite majeſty and ſanctity of God, and 
nis divine honour and glory; and the dreadful havock 
they did; and would make in the ſouls of men, with all 
the diſmal conſequences of them both in time and 
Eternity: and this fight which was always preſent to | 


him 


MIDI TATTON A 
him, was infinitely more grievous to his ſoul, than the 


very pangs of death. For if St. Paul had ſuch a ſenſe 
of the evil of ſin, as to be quite on fire when he ſaw 


did this fire devour our Saviour. 

*Confider 3dly, how much our Lord ſuffered fr 
being bbliged to live and converſe amongſt men, whoſe 
manners were ſo widely different from, and ſo infinitely 
oppoſite to his : how ſenſibly he was touched with the 

crying diforders of the people of the Jews, amongſt 
whom he lived; with their malice, their violences, their 
injuſtices, their deceits, t their blaſphemies, and the licen- 


any one fall into ſin; 2 Cor. xi. 29, how. much more 


tiouſneſs of their lives: the pride, ambition, covetouſ- 


neſs, and hypocriſy of their prieſts, ſcribes, and Phari- 


" muſt have been afflicted with the hardneſs of their 
hearts, with which they reſiſted. his graces ; their ob- 


; ] ! ſees; the oppreſſions of the poor, their contempt of 
Airtue and of truth, and their general forgetfulneſs of 
N God and their loin. Add to this, how ſenſibly he 


ſtinacy in their evil ways; their ingratitude ; the op. 


| _ poſition they made to his heavenly 3 theirblaſ- 


phemous judgments of his perſon and miracles ;- their 


flanders and murmurings againſt him; and their con- 
14 tinually laying ſnares for him, and perſecuting him, 


even unto death. O who can ſufficiently apprehend- 
|| How much our Saviour's ſoul was affected with all theſe 


evils ; with this reception and treatment he met with. 


| | | From his choſen people; and with thoſe dreadful judg- 


ments they were thereby drawing down upan their.own 
Heads, inſtead of that mercy, which he. came to pur- 
chaſe for them by his blood Dan. itſelf was not ſo 


ſenſible to him. 


| enticled to a ſhare in his heavenly kin _—_ 
1 2 with him, we ſhall reign with bim. Yer 


na we 

1 with Nis ſpirit, | 1 
N | 4 4818 35 ny 4892 

* . "43+" 0 210 

ho 46 :Beurth 


I | "Us 'Conclude, bad would be a true diſci le of Telos 
| Chriſt, to conform thyſelf to à life of croſſes and ſuf- 
47 - ferings : thus ſhalt thou wear his livery; and ſhalt be 


of, 
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* On our Saviour's prayer in the garden. 7 
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TVONSIDER firſt,, that our Saviour's paffian he- 
4 the night hefore his death: when, aſter have, 
ing eaten the paſchal lamb with his diſciples, humbly. 
walhed their feet, inſtituted the great paſſover of the. 
new covenant, and given them, in an admirable ſacra- 
ment of love, his own moſt precious body and blood; 
he went out with them to mount Olivet : the place to 
which he was accuſtomed to reſort, after the preaching, 
and labours of the day, to ſpend the evening, if not the. 
whole night, in prayer, Hither he went, on this his 

laſt night, to prepare himſelf for his paſſion, by prayer; 
not for any need he had of it for himſelf; but to give? 
us ati example, and for our inſtruction. O learn my 
ſoul, by this great example, how thou art to arm thy- 
ſelſcagainſt all trials and temptations! Learn. from 
whence all thy ſtrength is to come, in the time of, bat--- 
tle. Give-ear to what our Lord ſaid to his diſciples. 
n- upomthis occafion, Matt. xxvi. 41, Hatch ye, and pray, 
m, that ye enter not into temptation ; the ſpirit indeed is muii- 
nd ng, but the fleſh is weak. O take heed, leſt if thou 
eſe 1871 as Peter did, when chou ſhouldſt pray, thou 
deny thy Lord, when thou comeſt to the trial 7 
Conſider 2dly, how our Saviour begins to diſcloſe to 
his diſciples, the mortal anguiſh, fear, and ſadneſs, which 
he then ſuffered in his foul: My foul, ſaith he. is ſors 
rowful, even unto death : tbat is to ſay, with a ſadneſs; 
which is capable of even now taking away my life; if I 
did not, by miracle, ſupport myſelf, for enduring the 
other 'torments of my paſſion. Sweet Jeſus, what can 
be the meaning of this Didſt thou not, from the ſirſt 
inflant of life, accept of, and embrace, in the midſt of 
iW t hyhearty! all that thou art now going to ſuffer ; foraſs 
I much as it would be for the glory of thy Father, andithe 
A } redemption of man? Hadſt thou not even a longing de- 


en © fire of accompliſhing this great ſacrifice of our redemp- 
wrth Arts or. I. 4 , tion ? 
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tion? And. how comes it that thou art now thusop« 
preſſed with ſadneſs and anguiſh? Where is\thatzeaus 
rage and fortitude, which thou haſt imparted to ty marꝶ 
tyrs; which has made even tender maids deſpiſe the 
worſt of torments, when they endured them for the love 
of thee? And ſhalt thou, who art the ſtrength of the 
martyrs; ifhrink;at-the. fear of death? But OI very 
well underitand, that 'tis by thy own choice thou haſt 
condeſcended to all this ſadneſs, fear, and anguiſh); tis 
to the end that thou mightſt ſuffer the more for me, and 
engage me to love thee the more; tis that thou mighth 
teach me how to behave under all my interiour anguiſhes 
15 aſflictions, and how to endure them, for the * 
+. Conſider 3dly, the prayer our Saviour made on this 
occaſion, that, if it wereagreeable to the will of his Fa- 
ther, the bitter cup might paſs away from him. ButO 
with what fervour did he pray? Vith a ſtrong cry a, 

ears, Heb, v. 7. With what reverence and -hunvlity? 
Lying proſtrate upon the Me” xXvi. 39. With 
what earneſtneſs and perſeverance ? Continuing a long 
time in prayer; and repeating again and again the ſame 
ſupplication. Learn, my ſoul, to imitate him: under 
all thy diſtreſſes, betake. thyſelf to prayer: but fee thou 
Pray, as thy Lord did, with fervour, humility, and per- 
ſeverance : ſee thou pray with the like reſignation: Not 
3, will but thine be done. Remember that in thy pray- 
ers thou art not to ſeek thy own pleaſure or comfort, 


— 


but, the holy will, of God: O make this holy will thy 


and, watch with him, by a frequent meditation on his 
nen N 1 TY ey oh ey 


1 Conc ude never to forget what thy Saviour ſuffered 
for thee in his ſoul, during his prayer in the garden. No 
f I ſufferings 


FR 
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of mental prayer, and of all holineſs, Da thou the ike, 
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Alas] no tongue can ſufficiently expreſs, nor heart con- 


not only embrued all his 


We profirate-in prayer. O how inconceivable a tortur 


Why this prodigious ſweat of blood? Was not the 
W death of bie croſs ſufficient ſor our redemption? Why 
then-theſe. anticipated ſorrows ? Thy love alone can 


WF this: chalice, which our Saviour ſo much dreaded to 


: |S * 


* Day 'in the Tear. © 
ſufferings ft be gfeäter tant ſuch kl/immedingany 1 
ie foul. St. Tereſa did not let à night paß, {rom 
herverychildhood, without reflecting, beforę {he Fs 
fleepton our Saviour's fulfcrings in that part, of his p ant | 
and, by this means, ſhe gradually arrived at the 4 tion 


S113 o arty, ' A. 15205 10 
| * „ Songs low 
10 On cur Saviour's agoxy and bloody ſweat... 

FANONSIDER firſt, what pangs, what anguiſh, what 


\ floods of ſorrow, overwhelined the ſou! of our 
dear Redeemer, during his prayer in this his laſt night. 


ceive them] However, that thou mayſt make ſome fort 
of judgment of them, from their effects, conſider how 
they caſt him into a mortal agony ; how they forced 
fram all his body' a wonderful ſweat of blood ; which 
arments, but alfo trickled 


down from his body upon the ground, on which he lay 
muſt he have endured in his interiour; when the pahgs 
of his ſoul had ſuch a ſtrong operation eiter | 
and produced ſuch ſtrange effects in the body ! But 
why all this agony, dear Lord? Why theſe pangs? 


, 


| 


account for them. O bleſſed be thy infinite charit ? 
-: Conſider 2dly, how bitter were the ingredients of | 


rink. Ab! my ſoul, they were bitter indeed: he had 
-AktÞis, time before his eyes a molt lively apprehenſion a | { 
— 3 and expreſs repreſentation of all and yu 9 
Particular injury and indignity, ſtripe and torment, hat 
Be Was afterwards ſucceſſively to eridure, in the whole I: 
zFourle of his paſſion, now all at once aſſaulting his ſoul 
and. making him feel beforehand all the ſorrows, Weh 
iterwards only came oe br 6 what was far 
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142 Was going to purchaſe for them, with the laſt drop of 

mis blood; of their perverſeneſs in taking occaſion from 
his very paſſion to fin more freely, and to draw down | 
the more dreadful judgments upon their own heads: 
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more terrible to our Saviour, was the cle fi 
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lively ſenſe he had then of all the ſins and-abomings 


tions of the whole world, from the firſt to the laſt, with 


all their filthineſs and horrour, all now laid upon him; 
as if they were his own; and himſelf like the emifary 


Coat, Levit. xvi. 21. charged with all the maledictions 
due to them, and with the wrath of his Father, juſtly en- 


Eindled by them. Sweet Jeſus, any one of theſe mon- 
ſters is more odious to thee than hell. 
muſt thou be affected, when thou not only haſt before 
thy eyes, this infinite number of millions of millions, of 
theſe odious monſters, mortal enemies of thy Father, 


muſtered up all againſt thee; but alſo feeleſt their enor- 


mous weight, laid upon thy ſhoulders? O what a ſhare 


had my fins in this tragical ſcene ! how did they op- 
force 


preſs the ſoul of my Redeemer ! how did they 


And how then 


from him this ſhower of blood; as if all the pores of * 


his body were turnſedinto eyes, to weep for my fins ! 


let thy agony and bloody ſweat, teach me effeCtualfy * 


L, 


ner T ought to bewail them! eit 


Conſider 3dly, another bitter ingredient of that cup 
of thy Redeemer, which was the foreſight he ther had 
of the little ſenſe the greateſt part even of Chriſtians 
would have of all his ſufferings ; of their ingratitude for 
his infinite charity; of their abuſe of all thoſe graces he 


wy > 


1 he fine, of theeternalloſsof innumerable ſouls, who, 
15 no withſtanding all his ſufferings, through their obſti- 
714 nacy in fin, and final impenitence, would incur the ſe- 


o 


Tnd and everlaſting death. Conſider that evety one of 


7 


r ſouls was more dear to Chiiſt than hiszbWh 


tele poor f. | | | 

6 n life, ſince ef che with his life to ſave them. What 
A cruel angui nn 

ne heart, to fee ſo many of them blindly: 
„ N into the bottomleſs pit of endleſs and 


then muſt it have been to his tender and 


* 


irremediable evils, and plunging theinſelves forever into 


the 


* 
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how heinous my fins are in thy eyes; and in hat man- 
| Ante! St. 
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y HDDay v het TM Ar 
this gidud hg No 4 after this; tit Io m¹ 
ry lainentable objects; preſenting themſelves at wuceb be- 
fore thbey cs of his ſoul, and joined with albthoſe rent 
tioned"in the foregoing conſideration; 'fhould. caſt him 
DING, # mortal agony and bloody ſweat! 5197 (901 ook 
'Cohclude to admire and. adore the wondrous wayy 
2 God, in beinging about che redemgtion. of manu Bub 
biace, wich all the affections of thy heart; tlie infinite 
chitity of thy Redeemer, which cthines'fortto-fo-bright 
in this myſtery. And ſee thou be no longer one of 
that unhappy number, who repay all his ri and loue 
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0 the' treaſon of Judas. a Jong 


D © 0 N SIDER firſt, how ſenſible. an PTA it 

f was to our Lord to be betrayed and ſold by one 
i. or his own apoſtles, into the hands of thoſe that fought | 
1 his life. Inſomuch that ha, who bore in [lence 1 theses 


p inſolencies of the Jewiſh rahble, and che Page fol Ps; 

d he who ſuffered; the whips,,thoras, aud nails, without 

18 complaint; could not but complain of this treachery, 

'r ingratitude, and perfidiouſneſs of a falſe friend ; both in 

e his words to his diſciples, the dicht þ before his paſſions 

ff © 85 to; the [traitor 1 wes he oFered him the treaz 
n cherous kiſs g and Span tele 85 70 ck raphefe 1 
ee e e e e 15 
* _ 10 ee 775 fo Ws 17050 bad.tak 5 ein | 
\ on) z uno, , tr. ed, "4019 Ate, read ven, 195 1 
. hread of life) bgth greatiy Sm Pf. 5: LO; and 1 
7 Main, iy eneny, 70 ref d me, I 208uld we ty have | 
if Worn 6th, 5h; and, af. heytbati bated me 5, 0842 great I 
h AG 0467 mi 1] u142 Per. 77 45 ws 4 
t Wu, But eben 6 64 $1976 ed, NAH. ad dec | 
a id 0 hp 79752 ke. Wang 1 togat3e: Laing, 

d Kexentthe: facrod body and blood of thy Retlaem | 
1 es haufe, of (24. we nd 55 with conſents lis : 
8 eee allociatsd e eee 7 . 


10 V2 wer! rm 1 TR? | 
| os nd .prfices in my xchurch3»EHadrad Weed uber 
o be oh f my individual companions, a WithefH Al 
my doctrine and miracles,” and even one of my enelek 
apbſttes. And that thou, ſo highly fauoured, without 
| any: merit of thine; ſhould be thus ungratefal;-this) 
WL falſe ahd perfidious, as witticut any injury: or provota- 
tivng for-apetty:x/ifling intereſt; to betray me intorthe 
munds of my enemies, nd to join thyſelf with them tb 
perſerute me um death O this it is that afflicts my 
ul! and the more inſupportably, becauſe, in betray- | 
ing and ſelling me, thou betrayeſt and ſelleſt thy on 
ſoul, (which is ſo dear to me) to be an eternal prey to 
devils; O, take care, my foul, thou never imitate the 
aitor .O dear Jeſas; be thouny keeper, or eite I hall 
ia betray both myſelf and thee Alas] how oftenhave 
H betrayed chee already, by wilful fin ? 0 never ſuffer 
mae to be ſo miſerable any more! nition Ws, 1 
Cuonſider 2zdly, what an aggravation it was to the in- f 
* 3 which the traitor offered to our Redeemer, that 
1 ſhbuld ſet no greater value on him; but ſel: him abo 


Ads rate — pieces of filver, the price, tis likæ - 3 
5 | Ui A the menneſt ſlave: and that he ſhould prefer ſuch \ 


1 2 fin conſideration before his Lord and his God, 
10 ho made both him and all things; and who ſet ſuch a 
ll f value upon his foul, as to employ: his whole life and 
WW death;/and give his own moſt precious blood to redeem. ,, 
et My: foul, doſt thou not Gare condemn-and deteſt & 5 
ii pi | vahis moniſtreus treaſon? Rut halt thou never been 
vo theſlike on worſe ? Haſt thou never ſald, for a more ö 
1144-7 ©trifling) confideration, the grace and friend{hip of thy 
n Redeemer? Haſt thou never preferred, hefore him; a 
e petty intereſt, a filthy pleaſure, a punctilio of honour, 
oer the gratifying ſome unreaſonable! paſſion? And what 
as all this but felling both thy God; and thy oπτ 
+ $:ofobt;cfor ſomething; of leſs value than the traitolis thir- 
| #>\4g1pinces[of:fibvert1 Alas h tis what thou haſt been guil- 
gp ob, as:oftent as thom haſt committed mortal din Be 
bud 1 !o:cnnfoundedy repent, an&damende {irs Nom e 
1 Prof Canfuder: 3uly, and ſee, in this example of 
| that nolſtate of lie, or calling, r * 


6 ou) | cure 
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aFery: Dry inthe Nr. 13. 


& | fecar6owrfiom) daüger 2. ſince un apoſlig, !calletlo 
al Chriſt} and trained up in his ſchool ; ſo well inſtruct 


byhis heavenly doctrine, and great examples; and em- 
powered by him to caſt out devils, and work wonder- 
ful mlracles, is fallen nevertheleſs, and fallen ſo astto 
riſe noq more, even into the bottamleſs pit, O H lat 
nim chat ſtands be ſenſible upon What ſlippery grouni 
-herſtands; and by whoſe grace her is ſupported, ani 
kept from falling: that ſo, by : diſtruſting:centirel vin ö 
bimſelf, and placing his whole confidence in God, he 
may work out his ſalvation with fear and trembling. 

But what was it that brought Judas to this enormous 
: trraſond It was the love of money. This was his pre- 
ul f 4 dominant paſſion. This he indulged: gat firſt in leſſer 
e muſtices, by the opportunity: of carrying the common 
er purſe: and thus, whilſt, he took no care to mortify His 
> | evil inclinations, by degrees, they gained ground upon 
- bim, till they introduced Satan into the full poſſeſſion 
at ofhis ſoul : and ſo prevailed upon him to betray; and to 
ſo ſell his maſter, and then to hang himſelf! in defpair, 
b- 2 hriſtians, beware of your paſſions ſtifle them / bk- 
n \ times; leſt they grow headſtrong, by being neglected 
9 


] ja the beginning. Eſpecially take care of that cheating 

a vice of the love of money, the ſource of innumerable 

d evils ; and yet the poiſon works fo. inſenſibly, that fou 

nor none are willing to think themſelves infected with 1} 
ſt | it. Alas how many pretexts and pretences are made ; 
y © wferpftocloakithereviks! hat- many» ways of palliating 
e ſ ) - ever: frauds, injuſtices,uſuries, and what not. And How: |} 
* Angenious are men, where their intereſt is concerned, to 
a perſuade themſelves that their way is right, the laller 
X end of whizh ( as chey will find to their coft; when tis 
t 1:tho late) leads to the ſecond daatu. 140 | : 
n wo Coftclude to miſtruſt thyſelf, and thy own judgment, 


im allo vaſes, where thy worldly honeur, intereſtilor 
2 I pleaſure, is conrned/; becauſe tis natural, onqtheſe 
e. c ccaſions; tu be biaſſed to that fide! of the iueſtion that 

is moſt agreeable to ſelf. love. O how Hard it ite 
43 be zn imparrial judge in one's own. ce Huf O how! 
„ ee „that, in dipplicicy of heart, ſuek 
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eee 
ee r allo altar 

do *fidt deſire to bend down the law of 

wH), but their will to the law of God! 
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On The apprehenſion of our Lord. AM 


4132 189 2 10017 18 ies 11; n 90 
NONSIDER firſt, how our Saviour riſing; up 
from the ground, where he had en e in | 


WE prayer, all embrewed in his own blood, which he ſhed 
during his: anguiſh and agony, goes for the third time. 
to his.>diſciples,, whom he had deſired, to pray, 
and fo watch with him; but alas hz, finds .thein {till 7 
WE alleep:” So; little comfort did they afford their Lond. 


WW inohis-diſtreſs! O my foul, has not this been often; thy, / 
ade, to be unconcernedly fleeping, when it Ms £ 
cee to be watching and praying with thy Saviour ?; 
And what has been the conſequence of this? Vi by thou, J 
bhaſt run away, and haſt abandoned him, in the tame f, 
triab and temptation / But now, by this time, the traitoſ © 
1 who was nat aſlerp, has conducted to the plage a mute 1 
titude, headed by ſome of the prieſts and Phariſees,, © 
and armed with ſwords and clubs, to apprehend; our 
bord. See, my ſoul, how thy Saviour goes ſorth to 
meet them; how ready he is to ſuffer ; how willing 
to deliver himſelf up for the love of thee: Ses inn what. « 
manner he receives che traitor's kiſfs;s,, my,. friend a ſays q 
1 He, to cohρHt end vert thau canis hither,?, Reflect wha, | 
4 thou' art about, land repent whilſt thou hatt time ; and 
I} L will hew thee mercy ; Judas wilt ghon betrayithe San 
dan witb a hiſs O the meckne!s and charity of, 
our Redeemer; who is ready to vreceive, with opgth 
arms even. Judas himſelf, if his hardened: hearti bag 
org been proof againſt) allthe charms: of his Har uk 
innere ſee what amlenοοBF%hagement gv haye toguνG 
um ſor mert y, ſinet he was defirous to ſa iti even 


— 


% 


q | 

(0) Wihe'trator:himſelfo! 15 3 nf big fg ass eid 
4 *Conſider 2dly, how our Lord was; pleaſed, en this 
|] ovcalion; to manilelt his Power; by cating: don 


1 * 


aue, the 


nl; © thegroumdlall-thit armed multitude, that were come) | 
in! to apprelhend him, with theſe only words, I am heh 
gf to ſhew the world- that no power of man could A/ 
4 prehend him, but by his own will and conſent; in 


OP, conſequence of his own free love: O bleſſed * 
en 


£ 


free love for evermore On the ſame 'vccafion, 


N. Malchus a; ſervant of the higheprieſt, more buſy than 

il) the reſt in apprehending our Saviour, had his ear cut 

P. off by the ſword of Peter; our Lord not only F 

MW ftrained this apoſtle from uſing any further violence 
in his defence; but inſtantly ſhewed, both his power, 

a and his goodneſs, in healing the wretch, and reſtoring 

4 


his ear upon the ſpot, by his only word: to teach us 
by his example. to. overcome evil e e Then 
after having meekly expoſtulated with the' prieſts and 
the ' Phariſees, for their coming out in this manner 
in the night, with an armed mob, to take him, as if 
he had been ſome highway robber, he gave them leave 
to uſe their pleaſure with him; but this, upon condi- | 
tion, chat they ſhould not meddle with any of his diſ- 
ciples. 80 ſolicitous was our dear Redeemer that none 
of ' his little ones ſhould ſuffer any thing, upon his, 
; occaſion, whilſt he was going to offer up himſelf in 
ſacrifice for the love of them. is bug 3 
- Conſider 3dly, that our Lord had no ſooner de- 
livered himfelf up, with theſe words, This is your hourg, || 
and 'the' power of darkneſs, but they immediately ruſh+ || 
in upon him; and, as we may preſume from the reſt 
of their carriage, and from their hatred to him, load 
him with injuries and blaſphemies. Then they bind: | | 
him faſt; as if he were ſome notorious criminal ;| || 
and drag him violently along with them in the 
dark, through thick and thin, into the city. See, 
my ſoul; and contemplate the meekneſs, patience, 
and ſilence of the lamb of God, under all theſe; | i 
suttuges: àecompany him in ſpirit upon this ocgaſionfx 
(ſor his apoſtles have all left him, in the hands bt 
his enemies) and ſtrive to enter into his interiour, ant 
to learn from the ſecret converfation he das all the ud 
While with his Father, from the prayer he j8Qthers || 
ark making 


* 
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een Mp TAT TNS | 
WE taking for nis ebemies Wand“ from" Me arity with 
WW  whidhhe offers up both his preſent and futurt ſufferiig 
for thy ſins, and for the ſins of the whole warld; what | 
ought to be thy diſpoſitions under all the ſufferi thou 
mecteſt with; what thy interiour exercices of dev 
tions; and what thy ſpirit of charity for them that f- 
flict thee, and perſecute the. n been 
Conclude to follow thy Saviour in ſpirit, througli 
all the different ſtages of his paſſion; with a ſincere de- 
ſire to gu and learn the great leſſons he teaches thee 
in his ſufferings; and withal to make the beſt return 
of love thou art able, for the infinite love he has ſhewrt 


6 


thee, in ſuſfering ſo much for the love of the. | 


a 


\ 
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DO our Lord's being brought before Annas and 
—_ Caiphas. 1 ich 4 Hs , 
Wh. ar SIDER firſt how the rabble that had ap- 
I prchended our Saviour, having dragged him into 
the city with: loud ſhouts,: and cries, - brought him firfr 
before Annas, one of the chief prieſts, to give him tie 
WE pleaſure of fecing their priſoner, and of inſulting over 
him. Go in my ſoul with him, and fee the Son of 
God, the judge of the living and the dead, ſtanding 
With his hands tied behind him, before this inſolent 
Jewiſh prieſt. Hear the impertinent queſtions he puts 
to him, concerning his diſciples and his doctrine : ,,̃ů | 
admire the courage, meekneſs, and evenneſs of ſoul, 
f which thy Saviour ſhews in his whole comportment on 


F; this occaſion, See how he ſuffers even a vile ſervant, | 
not only to rebuke him in words, for his modeſt anjd 
Wy: juſt anſwer; but alſo to ſtrike him on the face before 
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nothing can be more honourable to a Chriſtian than to 
+ is + T at . 1 "7 | 5 4 l 3 Walk 
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walk ünthe footſteps of his king and to keep His las. 
& +. Confitler2dly; how our Saviour; bound as he was 
is hurried away, with the like ſhouts and inſolences, 
from Annas to the houſe of Caiphas the high prieſt 
Where the. ſenate; or council; was aſſembled, deter- 
mined to deſtroy him right or wrong: and therefore, 
W notwithſtanding /it was now late at night} they/imme- 
diately proceed to his trial; and to he examining the 
Vvitneſſes, of whom they had provided à good ſtores | 
to depoſe againſt this innocent lamb of God. Chriſti- 
gans, What fhall we moſt admire on this occaſion; the 
malice of the enemies of our Saviour, and the groſs 
falſhoods they impoſe upon him; or the force of truth, 
and the wonderſul innocence 'of our. \Lord, which 
would not fuffer their teſtimonies to be of any weight 
againſt him, even in the judgment of ſo partial, and 
ſo wicked a court. But what is the moſt admirable of 


Ws all is that invincible meekneſs and patience, that per- 
fect peace and tranquillity of ſoul, with which our _ 


ſuſtered in ſilence, to hear bimſelf charged 

= wicked impoſtors, with ſo many falſe crimes, dendlag 
co rob him both of his honour and his life! 0 ſurely 
one muſt. be more than man to be ſilent on ſuch"6cca-! 


We fons.- Learn at leaſt thou, my ſoul, from this filence'of 


thy Saviour, not to be ſo exceiively nice with regard 
V chy honour: and if thou muſt ſpeak in defence of Þ 
thy own innocence; ſee thou doit with that calmneſs 
and modeſtij tat betomes a diſciple of ſuch à nuftkr? 
A noiſy and paſſionate- defence will only make 
cauſe. Worſe; and will rob thee of thy peace, which ig 


| N aà more valuable good, than any bt the world cat 
we either give, or take away: 31 Flno jon 


21Konlider 34y;-how: the high TOs Finding de | 


. his evidence didi not agree in their ſtory, een een { 


[I at ured-our Sayiour by the living God, to tall them if he 

= was indecd:the Chriſt, the Son of God? Our Pörd, iy? q 
reverence to his F — name, and to give teſtimonꝭa tes 1 
that capital truth, the great foundation of the Chriſtian”? || 
religion, which. he came to ſeal with his blood n 


3 _—_— I that he was; and that hereafter i 
they ij 


f 168 MIX DTT ATTONS fc | 
ſhould ſee him, ſitting on the right hand of God,. 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. Chriſtians, give 
thanks to your Saviour for this ſolemn profeſſion. of 
what he was; though ſtanding now in the midſt of 
enemies, determined not to believe him. They re- 
jected and condemned this grand truth to their own con- 
demnation; do you embrace and adore it for your ſal- 
 yation. Upon this open declaration of his divinity, the 
high prieſt rends his garments and cries out Aalen: 
and they all, with one voice, condemn him to death. 
See, my foul, the Saint of Saints traduced now as a 
blaſphemer; and the author of life judged worthy of 

death; and this by the whole council of the prieſts and 
ancients of his people; and learn thou henceforward 
not to be ſo much concerned about the judgment of 
the world: if it condemns thee wrongfully ; what 
wonder, ſince it has condemned Chriſt himſelf : He 
was innocence itſelf, whereas thy ſins deſerve other 
kinds of puniſhments than the world can condemn. thee 
to 


Conclude, in oppoſition to this unjuſt ſentence given 
againſt the Lamb of God, to join with all the heavenly 
ſpirits, and with all the elect of God, in that ſolemn 
canticle, Apoc. v. 12. The Lamb that was ſlain is 
worthy to receive pawer, and divinity, and wiſdom, and 
flrength, and honour, and glory, and benedictian. But 
learn withal, from his great example, when thou art 
called to the trial, never to be aſhamed of him, nor 

his truth; though thou wert even to lay down thy life, 
with him, and for him. | 5 


Friday fourth week in Lent. 
On our Saviour's treatment in the houſe of Caiphas. 
AY ONSIDER fiſt, how this ſentence of con- 


demnation was no ſooner pronounced againſt our 
Lord, than the whole multitude of them began to fall 
upon him, and to treat him with all kind of out- 
rages, and unheard of barbarity, They ſpit, in #6 

aN | . £ 0 ace 


her Day in le Lehr. 
facrdn&bhffet' him, St. Matt. xc. 67. T. * 
him, mo 2 bis face, 25 aſk 2 nr 1 


* 
10 i it that truck thee? St. Luke xxiit, 64 
pluck his hair and beard, whilſt he with his 2 5 


behind him, makes no reſiſtance, but as he tells us, Ile 


. gie up bis body to them that ftrike him, and his 

to hem that pluck them, and turns not away bis fart 
from them that rebuke him, and ſpit upon him. Ne 
to ſpeak of many other ſhameful, abuſes and injurles“ 
ſo that here he is treated indeed as a 109% m and nd man; 
the reproach of men, and the outcaſt of the people. Pſ. xxi, 
Here, as the prophet foretold, Lament. iii 30. he is 
filled wwith reproaches. See my ſoul, what the Son of 
God has willingly ſubmitred to, to fave. thee from fin 
and hell. O embrace that infinite charity of bis 


which has made him ſtoop ſo low, that he might take 


thee up from"the' dunghill, and place thee with him on 
his throne: But O! deteſt thy ſins, which have. ſo often 
buffeted him, and ſpit in his face. 

Conſider 2dly, what a kind of a night our Sie 
paſſed ii the hands of the rabble, after the council 
was broke up, and the prieſts and ancients had retired 
to reſt; Theſe brutiſn men, inſtigated by the exam- 
ple of their maſters, and by thoſe wicked. ſpirits that 
poſſeſſed them, would not ſuffer our Lord to take any 

during that laſt night of his mortal life: but con- 
tinued acting over and over again the ſame tra 
by mocking, beating, and! uk ing the Lord of 7 
and diſcharging their filthy flegm on his ſacred face; 


Whilſt he has no hand at liberty, nor friend, to ward off 


any of their blows; nor any one ſo much as to wipe 
their filthy ſpittle off from his face, all bruiſed and quite 

disfigured with their buffets. 
ta recount one half of what our Saviour ſuffered that 
night from theſe wretches. Beſides all the reproachęs, 
flanders, curſes and blaſphemies, with which they loade 
him, more intolerable than their blows. Many of 
things ſays St. Luke, chap. xxii. 65. they ſaid againſt 
25 228 whilft he all the while reglied not a 
8 toben he was win, he did not revile: when'be 


Q fuffer- 
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Juffered, be threatened not, 1 Peter ii. 23, but delivered 
H1mſelf, no only to him that judged him ee but 

Hy abuſed 


alſo to theſe vile wretches, that fo ſhamefu 
him at their pleaſure. | Be aſtoniſhed O ye heavens, to 
ſee your Lord and maker, treated in this outragious man- 
ner, by the vileſt of men! But alas! my foul theh 
were thy fins that were the chief actors in all this tra- 
gedy. O! repent and amend. e 
|" Conſider 3dly, and ſet before thy eyes the image of 
thy Saviour in the hands of theſe miſcreants: take a 
view of his face all bruiſed; his eyes black and blue; 
his whole. countenance disfigured, ſo that no one of 


his heavenly features can now be diſtinguiſhed; his fore- 
bead and cheeks defiled with their ſpittle: his beard 


plucked; his hair all rent and torn; and his whole 
perſon | ſtrangely metamorphoſed. Then reflect who 
this is that ſuffers all this? and for whom ? how freel 
he ſuffers, all by his own choice? and what leſſons h. 
ves thee in his ſufferings? And thou wilt find abun- 
Aant matter for thy meditation. But carry the eyes of 
thy ſoul ſtill further, and look into his interiour; and 
fee the peace and tranquillity that reigns there, in the 
midft of all theſe ſufferings ; from his perfect confor- 
mity to the will of his Father: fee how he prays for his 
enemies; ſee the joy with which he ſuffers, in conſi- 
deration of the greater glory of his Father, and of our 
ſalvation, which he is to. purchaſe by all theſe his ſuf- 
o1f 05 clude with admiration and love of the infinite 
charity of thy Redeemer: and a reſolution of imitating 
his patience, his meekneſs, his humility, and his gonfox- 
.giry-in all things to his Fathers will, 
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|» Saturday fourth week in Lent. 
0, Prier's Disk, 

ö 10 NSID ER firſt, that amongſt all the ſuffers 
ings of that laſt night of our Saviours life, nothing 
went ſo much to his heart, as the behaviour of his own 
apoſtles: one of them betray'd him; all of them abany 
doned him; and Peter the very chiefeſt of them All, 
who had been the moſt favoured by his maſter, and 
who upon all occaſions had profeſſed the greateſt zeal 
and love for him, thrice denied that he knew him. 0 
my ſoul pity, thy Saviour thus forſaken by all his friends, 
Hear his complaints: I looked" on my right band, and 
bebeld, and there was no one that wou'd know me, Flight 

bath. periſhed from me; and there is no ene that hath rex 
gerd to my foul. Pf, cxli. 5. And again: Friend and 
neighbour thou haſt put away far from me, and my ac, 
quaintancy corey. miſery, Pl. Ixxxvii. 19. But what 
was it that could induce Peter, to deny his Lord aud 
maſter; who a little while before had drawn bis 
ſword, to defend him againſt an armed multitude, and 
bad cut off the ear of the man that offered to-lay 
bands on him: and who had boaſted, that very night, 
that though all the reſt ſhould forſake him, he would 
always flick by him; that he was ready to go/with - if 
oY Him to priſon and to death; and that though he 
were to die for it, he would never deny him? What 
was it? alas the voice of a poor maid, putting the 
queſtion to him, if he were not one of his diſciples? put 
him in ſuch a terrour, that he not only denied but 
even ſwore, and curſed himſelf if ever he knew the 
man! Good Jeſus! what is man? what is he not 
capable of, if thou ſupport him not by thy grace? O 
loox well to me Lord, and ſtand by me; or I ſhall 
alſo denic thee, * —_— 
. Conſider 2dly, how Peter came to fall fo quickly, 
after ſuch ſtrong reſolutions, and ſo much zeal for his: if 
maſter, Alas! he depended too much upon his reſo- 
IVES. v8. - ; lutions; 1 | 
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Iotions: he did not ſufficiently know himſelf; He eh6ught 
Himfelf ſtrönger than his companions, and built too 
much upon his own ſtrength: and this fecret preſump- 
tion 19 7 _ chief cauſe of his fall. Ah! my foul, be- 
Je of Err in thyſelf: thou art never nearer 
fg ch en thou ſeemeſt to have the ſtro 
Flo ions; if thy. reſolutions are built upon thy cn 
dy ottom, and not upon the rock, which is Chriſt. 
Peter ſlept, when he was admoniſhed to watch'and to 
pray, left he ſhould fall in the time of temptation: 
this neglect was another occaſion of his fin; by de- 
priving him of that grace, which otherwiſe would have 
effectually preſerved him. See my foul if thy frequent 
falls be not owing to thy neglect of watching and ray - 
ing. © Infine, Peter was too raſh in expoſing himfe] ah 
"the danger, by going into the company of the ene 
of our Saviour, ans giving ear to their diſcourſes; 
which ſo fir inſfuenced him as to make him aſhamed 6f % 
his maſter. Bewate Teſt the like cauſes ſfiould have 
"the like effects in thee. Beware of bad company; And 
ok all ſuch converſation, as may make thee aſhamed 
; of Chriſt, or his maxims; or "any ways influence — 
the Srefudics of thy ſoul. zurn 
Conſider 3dly, in Peter's three denials] how eafily 
ohe fall draws on another, and generally ſpeaking, a 
. and learn from hence the neceſſity of a ſpeedy 
pentance. Alas! Peter now fallen, as he paſſed over 
edel the crowing of the cock, ſo might have 
| "Eghtinued I in his ſin, and died in his Gin too, had not 
; "his loving "Redeemer, in the midſt of all the outrages 
a he was ſuffering, caſt an eye of pity upon him; and 
ö touching his heart at the ſame time with a ſtrong and 
1 -efficacic ous ang ſent him out from the wicked com- 
tle pany he was in, to weep bitterly in private forchis fins: 
A practice, Which he is ſaid ever after to have retained, 
As! often as he heard the cock crowing. Bleſs thy Lord, f 
7 my ſoul, for the mercy: he ſhewed to this Apoſtle. | 
Learn to imitate him, by a ready correſpondence with 
4: Aſoine grace, when it invites thee to go out from Ba- 
7 Wen, the ſotiety'of the wicked and to weep ber 
or 
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X often are the children of this world more induſtrious 


chey mult needs have him die upon a croſs; as being 


 enteky Day in the far,; Togo 
| for thy ſins. But 01 Content not thyſelf with; 101 
paſſing acts of repentance, but if thou wouldſt he, ſe- 


ſeemeſt to thyſelf to ſtand, take heed leſt, chan 
Thou haſt not half the ſtrength that Peter had; 
not then high- minded, but fear. Humility is thy beſt 
ſecurity. | * en wine 
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" On our Lord's being led away to Pilate. +4 


C ONSID ER firſt, how the high prieſt, and his 
C7 fellows in iniquity, (notwithſtanding their late ſit- 
ting up at night) very early in the morning convene a 
more numerous aſſembly of the ſanhedrim, or great 
council, to carry on and to bring to execution their 
wicked deſigns againſt the Son of God. Alas! how 


in riſing early to wickedneſs, than the ſervants of God 
to advance his glory, and their own eternal ſalvation! 
Here our Lord is again brought before them: and the 

& queſtion is put to him again: Art thou Ghrift the Son 
% Gd? And upon his anſwering; again in the atfixma- B 
tive, they all renew their former ſentence, and declare 
him worthy of death. - But fee the depth of the malice 5 
Jof theſe unhappy men againſt the Lord of life; "which i 
will not ſuffer them to be content, with putting him to 
"38 deathprivately; or with, ſtoning him, as they afterwards 
did St. Stephen; or with any other ordinary death; but { 


che moſt diſgraceful, and at the ſame, time the molt 
7 cruel of all deaths: and therefore, as they could not 1 


of their own authority inflict this kind of death, they 
determined to deliver him up to Pilate the Governor, 1 
in order to bis being crucified by him. See what en- 
vy and malice is capable of, when once it has taken 


Poſleſſon of the, ſoul. But e that their 
93 i MY 


_ envy 
_ 


148 


* 
Pas” a a J T I oe aan LA 


MzpITATTOKS 55 
enyy and malice could not make the Son of God iſuſfer 
any thing more, than what his infinite charity had freely 
made choice of, to ſuffer for the love of thee. Bleſſed 
be that infinite charity for evermore, which: has freely 
cboſen ſo diſgraceful and ſo cruel a det for our re- 
demption from ſin and hell! : en, 
Conſider 2dly, the manner of their conducting our 
Lord to Pilate, through: the ſtreets, lined with an im- 


menſe multitude of people, aſſembled at Jeruſalem - | 


upon occaſion of the paſchal lolemnity. Hear how they 
publiſh, all the way as they gœ that now they had 
found him to be a cheat, and a hypocrite; had difco- 
vered all his impoſtures; and convicted him, by bis 


* own confeſſion, of pri mnndde ; and therefore had con- 
| demned him to dic 


ce how the people, who a little 
while before reverenced him as a prophet, are now all 


changed in his regard, and join with his enemies. O 
fee what a wretched figure he makes in their hands, 
after the treatment he "Had received in the night: See 


bow his enemies take occaſion from thence to triumph; 
and to infult over him: and how his friends grow cold; 


and are aſhamèd of him. O my ſoul, do thou at leaſt 


follow thy Lord, with compaſſion and love, in theſe 


bis laſt ways, that he walks for thy redemption: pain- 


tal and humble ways indeed, and quite oppoſite to the 


ways the world is fond of, and diſtaſtſul to fleſh and 


| blood: But O how wholelome, to all ſuch fouls as 


|. willingly embrace them, and follow them, | in the com- 


| un uncleanneſs, that could only reach the body; 


| of the ſacrifices, that were offered on that day; it 
being the very day of the feaſt of the Paſſover, cele- 
btated in memory of their redemption from the bon- 


e Jeſus Chriſt! Lats 
: Conſider Zdly, how the hich prieſt, and the reſt of 


. the council, being come to Pilate's houſe, made a 


ſcruple of going in, for fear of contracting a legal un- 
eleanneſs, that might diſqualify them for partaking 


da ge of Egypt. And yet, unhappy men, whilſt they 
ſcru uple going into the houſe of a Gentile, for fear of 


|| (ide er are not afraid of W their ſouls, with the 
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L enquire what accuſation they brought againſt our 


7 fonably giving himſelf. out for the king of the Jews. 


aſtoniſhment of the governour. Admirable leſſons for 3 


every Day in the Year. L757 
m6ſ'Heindus of all crimes, and profaning thereby the 
greateſt of all their ſolemnities. But what are not mon 
capable of, when they ſuffer themſelves to be hurried 
away, by their paſſions] But ſee the wonderful pro- 
vidence of Gd 1 whilſt they on their part are ſo bent 
upon their wickedneſs, that no other day will ſerve 


their turn but the very day of their ſacrificing the paſ- 


chal lamb: without thinking, or deſigning it, they are 
concurring, as inſtruments, to bring about the merciful 
deſigns of God, for the redemption of the whole world, 

by the ſacrifice of the true paſchal· Lamb, on that ſame 
day; of which, their yearly paſſover was an illuſtrious 

figures | > Cit I IO OT N 
Conclude to beware of thy paſſions; which, if in- 
dulged, are capable of blinding thee to that degree, as to 
pervert the greateſt good into evil. And on the other 
ſide, embrace and love the wonderful ways of divine 
providence, which ſo often draws the greateſt good out 


- 


e 


Monday in Paſſion Week. "| 
Our Lord is ſent from Pilate to Herold. 
SOONSIDER firſt, how Pilate going out, to 


Saviour, theſe children of iniquity made no ſcruple of 
laying many notorious untruths to his charge; ſuch as 
raiſing ſeditions, ſtirring up the people to rebellion, 
forbidding tribute to be paid to the emperour, and tt᷑ea- 
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Under all theſe wicked ſlanders, that tended to nothing 
leis than procuring his condemnation to the worſt of 
deaths, our Lord. ſtill ſhewed the ſame peace and 
tranquillity of ſoul, and ſtill kept ſilence; to the great 


Chriſtians! to learn to poſſeſs their fouls at leaſt in 
patience, if they cannot be vrholly ſilent, under ca- 
lumnies and detractions; and to learn that calmneſs 
and meekneſs will be a better ptoof and defence of their 
toms 1 innocence, 

| 1 4 
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1 iFnocence, than paſſion and rage, or returning injuny 


felf from that death, which he ſo gladly embraces, ag 
che only means to give thee life. Bleſſed by all crea» 


1 not bw wages. to 2 his inclinations of ſeeing a 
| mirac fe, revenges 
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for injury. We ſee here that Pilate himſelf, though, 


| otherwiſe a wicked man, was ſo far from-interpreting: 


our Saviours ſilence, joined with that tranquility of foul,. 


+ fot an acknowledgment of his guilt, that he concluded, 


it to be an argument of his innocence: and clearly pers, 
ceired in the Jews way of acting, that they were car- 
ried on by envy and paſſion, and not by zeal for juſtice: 
and therefore after inquiring of our Lord concerning his 
being king; and underſtanding from him, that his &ing- 
dom was not of this world; and therefore no way pre- 
judicial to Ceſar's authority z he declared himſelf fully 
abel, and ſought to diſcharge him. 

Conſider 2dly, how the Jews {till urging: to. have 


| our Lord condemned, Pilate, to get rid of their im- 
portunity, fends him away to Herod, king of Galilee, 
nas one of his ſubjects, and refers his cauſe to him. 
| Follow thy Saviour, O my ſoul, in this new ſtage; and 


adwire the ſerenity of his countenance, and the peace 


| of his foul, whilſt he is hurried through the ſtreets, in 
the midſt of an 3 mob, and loaded with re- 


proaches and injuries. See how he is brought in bonds. 
before” that prince; attended by the whole council; 


vrho there renew all their falſe accuſations againſt him: 


whilft Herod, who 1s overjoy'd to ſee him, in hopes. 


| of being eyewitneſs of ſome miracle, puts a thouſand 


idle queſtions to him. But our Lord is filent ſtill ; and 
neither takes any notice of the falſities laid to his charge 
by his accuſers; nor ſeeks to gratify the vain curioſity 


of Herod ; or to do any thing that might incline him to 
et him at liberty. No, my foul, thy Saviour has too 


great a love for thee, to work a miracle to deliver him* 


tures be his goodneſs forever! 
Conſider 3dly, how Herod, provoked with our Lord's 


felf on him by treating him 
with mackery po ſcorn ; expoſes him to the ſcoffs of 
[cs and orders him to be cloathed in can; 


tempt 
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tempt with a white garment, as with a-fool's. coat. or: 
#81 mock- king : and, in this garb, ſends him back aſh 
toPilate; attended as before, with the prieſts and ſcribes, 

and an inſulting rabble, taking freſh occaſion of fe 
him; from this diſgraceful habit. See here, my ſoul, 
with aſtoniſhment, the eternal Wiſdom. of the. Father, 


K treated by the worde as a fool; ſee the great king of 


heaven and earth abuſed as a mock-king, and an idle 
pretender to royalty. And learn from hence not to be 
ſolicitous about the judgment of the world; nor to re- 
pine, if they charge thee with folly : for wh ſhouldit 
thou expect better treatment than thy Lord? O remem- 
ber that the wiſdom of this — is fooliſhneſs with 
God: and that what the world cenſures as fooliſhneſs, 
is indeed true wiſdom, Remember that mens wi 
be friend of this world, becometh an. enemy of God a 
Ae iv. 4. 

Conclude to adhere to o thy Lord, in the midſt of all 
his reproaches and ſufferings; to embrace. his wiſdom, 
hidden under the fool's coat, which the world hath 
flung over itz and ever to acknowledge him for the true 
king of thy heart. O beg that his kingdom may be 
lied.” Wwe, nnd the SO of fin be eee 

ed 
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9 | j 
© | Cevsͤpfa firſt, how Pilate, ſeeing our 1000 1 


brought back to his tribunal, and the high 88 5 
and council ſtill bent upon deſtroyin the innocent; 
thinks ſof another Way to bring him 25 without, giving A | 
them offence. It was the, privilege. of the people 4 
Have their bhoice of a —— to be ſet at liber N en 1 
that day of the paſchal ſolemnity, in memory, of their 
being delivered on that day from the bondage of Egypt. 
He propoſes therefore to their choice our Sayigur on the 
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nd - murderer, on the other: making ſure that they 
wouſlt” rather chooſe to have our Saviour refeaſed to 
them; in whom neither he nor they could find any 
erime, than Barabbas, the worſt of criminals, O eter- 
bal Son of God, how low doſt thou here ſtoop for my 
ſins, when thou ſuffereſt thyſelf to be put in competi- 
tion with the vileſt and moſt wicked of men; and t 
bhave it put to the votes of the rabble which of the two 

is the moſt deſerving of death | O the unparalleled 
humility of my Saviour O the unparalleled injury 
here offered to him by Pilate, whilſt he pretends to 
favour him ! But O] the unparalleled blindneſs of this 
unhappy people, who make choice of Barabbas before 
their Meſſias; and demand, with loud eries;' that the 
former may be releaſed, and the latter cruciſied. See, 
my ſoul, in this wonderful humiliation of thy Lord, 
ho deep, how deſperate was the wound of thy pride, 
{| Which could not be healed but by fuch and ſo great hu- 
mility. Learn henceforward, at leaſty from him, toba 
| humble of heart; and never te think much, if others? 
bow mean ſoever, be preferred before thee; ſinee Ba! 
| fabbas was preferred before Chriſt, Alas | how often 
| has thou thyſelf preferred ſomething worſe than Ba- 
| rabbas, even that ugly monſter fin, before this Lord'of 
| 


| ory. 14 1 55} 467] 
by F Conſider 24ly, how, the Jews ſtill inſiſting, in a tu- 
| multuous manner, that our Lord ſhould he crucified; 
7 Pilate, in hopes of appeaſing them by a kind of com-. 
} poſition, and ſo making them relent, orders him to be 
cruelly ſeourged: a torment moſt grievous to our deay 
4 Redeemer, (who therefore, on divers occaſions, ſpeak -. 
ing of his paſſion, takes ſpecial notice of it) and at the 
fame time moſt" diſgraceful, and moſt ignominiouss 
Look on now my ſoul, in ſpirit, and ſee in what man- 
ner thy Saviour is treated for thee: Sve how the bloody 
executioners lay violent hands on this lamb of God: 
ſee how they tear off his cloaths, and expoſe him all 
naked, before a great multitude, to cold and ſhame: 
ſee how they bind him faſt to a ſtony pillar: ſee how 
they diſcharge upon his ſacred back, ſhoulders, and ſides, 
_— innu- 
[| 
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But ſee in what manner our Lord ſuffers all this barba- f 


and learn theſe leſſons of our ſuffering Redeemer. 


joys, which thou never couldſt deſerve: O infinite loves 


| lence; with a perfect reſignation and —— 


| ferings; a return of thankſgiving and love; and by 


2 | "every Dly 3 in "the . | 179 
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innumerable ſtripes, laſhes, and. ſcourges : fee Bom. his 
body is all rent, torn, and mangled by their barbarity:z 
ſee — the blood comes ſpouting out on all ſides. See 
in his gaping wounds the handy - work of thy ſins. 0 
take. pity of his mangled fleſh; and let the 1 * of ſo 
much blood, ſhed for thee, mollify thy heart, and de- 
termine thee, from this hour, never any more to ſcourge 
him by ſin. Run in now, and caſt thyſelf at his feet, 
and bath thyſcif in his precious blood: mingle, at leaſt; 
ſome few tears with his ſacred gore: and repent from 
thy heart for the ſhare thou haſt had in this ſcourging 
of thy Lord. | 

Conſider 3dly, in this feourging of our Saviour; who 
this is, that is thus barbarouſly and i r treats 
ed? And why he ſuffers all this? ſoul, 725 . 
God that — thee : tis the Lord ary er of hea» 
ven and earth, who ſuffers all this, by his own free 8 
choice, for the love of thee : tis to deliver thee, by his 
ſuffetings, from the grievous and eternal torments thy | 
ſins have deſerved ; and to purchaſe for thee everlaſting I 


of my God O never ſuffer me, deareſt Saviour, ta ö 
— what thou haſt here endured for the love of me 


rous uſage? Without reſiſtance; without complaint, in 


"W... 
3 


will of his Father: in perfect charity; praying for his A 
enemies, whilſt they and by inſutting over him, and 
rejoicing at his torments. My ſoul, let us. ſtudy well, 4 


conſtant, ion of fin, as his and t moral ny 
e 5 all tris em + . g. | 


Conclude to make the beſt acknowledgmentthou act 
able of the love thy Saviour has ſhewed thee in his ſuf- 
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ſemble the whole regiment about him: 
| him again of all-his garments, which now were begin- 
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Our Lord i is crowned with thorns. | 


Wb 


being wearied at laſt with ſcourging our Lord, un- 
tie "him from the pillar, all covered with wounds; and 
with his ſtrength quite exhauſted by the loſs of ſo much 
blood: and now, whilſt they reſt themſelves, they leave 
him to ſeek out, and to pick up his cloaths, which they 


had ſcattered about, and to put them on, as well as he 


can: for he is ſo ſtiff and weak, ſo mangled by their 


barbarity, as to be but little able to help himſelt; and 


he has no friend at hand to help him. But O how ill 
do theſe rough woollen cloaths ſuit with his green 
wounds | how does the rubbing of them, at every ſtep, 
or motion, encreaſe the ſmart ? But now, behold m 

ſoul, another ſcene of barbarity, not to be 2 


in all hiſtory, acted by theſe bloody ſoldiers, in crown- 


ing our Lord for a king, by a molt cruel mockery. ; and 
ſporting themſelves in his ſufferings. To perform this 
tragical ceremony with more ſolemnity, oy: drag our 
Saviour into the court of the governor's ha and- al- 
then they {trip 


ning to ſtick to his wounds; which they rend, and wi- 


den by this violence. See, my ſoul, how thy Lord now 


ſtands, as a lamb, in the midſt of, n Wolves: 


ſce how, from head to foot, he is embrewed in blood : 
| Tee: at how: dear a rate he has purchaſed thy e 
Von. i £23008 | 
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1 t a crown, what a ſcepter, theſe wretches haye pro- 
vided for the Lord of glory. 


See, my ſoul, how they 


"1 make him fit down on ſome dirty ftool for a throne, 
14 and how they throw about him for his royal robes, an 


1 old 
is wounded back, ſhoulders, and arms. 


Fl 


ged purple garment, to the great annoyance of 


they preſs down on his ſacred head, a twiſted wreath of 


long, 


0 N SIDER firſt, how the barbarche ruffans, 
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long, hard, and ſharp thorns, for a royal diadem or 
crown: then they put into his hand, for a ſcepter, a 
reed, or a cane. And having thus arrayed him, they 
come and kneel before him, in mockery, to pay him 
their homage; ſaluting him ſcornfully, with a Hail, 
King of the Fetos and then, by turns, they buffet him, 
ſpit in his face, and ſtrike him over the head, with the 
ſcepter they had given him; and by that means drive the 
thorns deeper in; whilſt the blood trickles down a- pace 
from the numberleſs wounds which he receives from 
their points. Ah ! who ſhall be able to number the 
multitude and variety of ſufferings, which our Lord en- 
dured upon this occaſion ! In which it is hard to ſay 
whether the torment, or the ignominy and diſgrace was 
the more intolerable, Yet our dear Lord bore all in 
patience and ſilence for the love of us. | 

Conſider 3dly, and take a view at leiſure of our Sa- 
WF viour ſitting on this ſtool of ignominy, in the midſt of 
his whole regiment of inſolent and barbarous pa 
ſoldiers. Reflect on what he ſuffers in his ſacred head, 
and temples, from thoſe hard ſharp thorns, which pierce 
nis fleſh with ſo many wounds. O] who can conceive 
the greatneſs of this torture]! Sce, my ſoul, how the 
blood trickles down his face and neck: ſee the man 
bruiſes he receives from the violent blows they give 
1m with their hands: ſee his divine countenance co- | 
vered with the filth they caſt upon him: ſee through. - i 
the ragged purple all the wounds of his mangled body, 
pleeding plentifully for thy fins ; in fine, ſee how this 
Mawleſs inſulting multitude ſtrive which ſhall outdo | 
fach other in their ſcoffs, affronts, and injuries; whilft - 
pour Lord, on his part, ftill preſerves the ſame ſerenity 
in his countenance, the ſame tranquillity in his foul, and 
the ſame charity in his heart. But, O my foul, whilſt 
thou art contemplating, him under all theſe barbarous WM 
mockeries and torments ; caſt thy eyes upwards, and 
ſee him fitting on his throne of glory, adored by all-the K® 

legions of Angels: and do thou join with them in pay- 
ing him the beſt homage thou art able: and ever re- 

„ . | UI member 


, ics n 8 2 


„ 


een 


Tv 


8 7 


85 ö 
member, that the more he has debaſed himſelf for thee; F 


—— 
— 


— ——— 


— — 


— % 
3 EI woe Wy 
—— — ——2 --- — 727 


0 
i 
| 
1 
| 


MrDbITATTIG NS fir” 


». * 


the more dear he ought to be to thee, 


, 


- Conclude by acknowledging thy Saviour, in the 1 5 


midſt of all theſe ignominits, for the true king of thy 
heart; and be; W 

there. Learn from him to bear, and to ſubmit tb, che 
thorns which are appointed for thee, in this thy mortal 
pilgrimage, O pretend not to a crown of roſes; to'a 
life of worldly pleaſures ; whilſt thy Lord makes choice 
of a crown of thorns, for the love of thee. 


 » Thurſday in Paſſion-I ct. 
Our Lord is fhewn to the people, with Ecce Homo 
+ Pfu Bebold the man. bod 


im tocome and eſtabiih his Threngd 


A ONSIDER firft, how Pilate, hoping now that | 


the malice of the Jews would be fo far abated, as 


to inſiſt no anger on our Saviour's death, after they 
mould ſee, in 

treated, in compliance with their paſſion; leads him 
out, juſt as he was, with his crown of thorns upon his 


head, and his ragged purple on his ſhoulders: and, 


at a barbarous manner he had been | | 


a 4. 
1 th 


from an eminence, ſhews him to the people with theſe 


words; Ecce homo, Behold the man. As much as to 


fay : Tate a view of him now from head to foot, ſce 
how he is all covered with wounds, how his whole bo- 
fy is rent, torn, and mangled with feourges, his head | 
and temples pierced with bloody thorns, his face all | 
plack and blue, and his perfon quite disfigured: See 


how cruelly he has been handled, in complaiſance to 
You, though neither I, nor Herod, could find any crime 


In him. Let then this outrageous treatment he has re- 
ceived from the ſoldiers, let all this blood he has ſned 
Latisfy you ; take pi on him now at leaſt, and ceaſe 
to. ſeek his death. But O] how vain it is to expect 
that mens paſſions ſhould be abated by giving way to 
them] Pilate imagined the fight of ſo much innocent 
blood already fhed, would extinguiſh the thirſt of the 
"Jews ; whereas it did but encreaſe it, and make them 


the | 
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the more eager after our Lord's death. See, my ſoul» 


thou never ſuffer thyſelf to be impoſed upon in the like 


manner, by thinking to rid thyfelf the eaſier hereafter of 
thy — 2 temptations or paſſions, by making a 
kind, of compoſition, and giving them at preſent what 
they crave. The more thou giveſt them, the more 


will demand; and the more they will tyrannize 
over thee. Lis not by yielding, but by fighting reſo: 
lutely againſt them, thou art to conquer.” 

Candler 2dly, my ſoul, thy Saviour preſenting him- 
ſelf to thee on this. n with all his wounds, and 
all the diſgraceful attire of his ragged robes, and thor- 
ny crown; with an Ecce homa, behold the man. But 
ſee thou look upon him with other eyes than thoſe un- 
happy miſcreants did, who only took occaſion from the 
ſight of his eee ngs, to cry out more eagerly, away 
with him, away: him ;. cruzify him, cruciſ him. O. 
be bald 3 — even the eternal Word of the father, 
made mar for the love of thee, Behold his head crown- 
ed with a wreath of ſharp thorns, pigrein and 18 
in on all fides, with exceſſive pains; behold his face 
bruiſed beyond meaſure, and all — with blood and 
ſpittle: behold, through his ragged purple, the in- 
numerable and wounds of his mangled body, 
Behold and fas to what a condition thy ſins, and bis 
own infinite charity have reduced the Lord of glory. 
Thew fee and conſider what return thou wilt make 


him, for all his ſufferings, and for all his love, He de- 


WT fires no other return but that of thy heart ; but then it 
MJ muſt be an humble and a contrite heart; jit muſt be x 


wang and an obedient heart. 

Conſider adly, the eternal Father . bis Sour 
un in his paſſion, all covered with wounds, and em- 
brewed in his blood, with another Ecce homo, Behold the 
man. Setting before our eyes all that he has ſuffered 
out of pure love for us; repreſenting to us his infinite 
goodneſs and mercy, and the heinoufneſs of our fins and 
ingratitude to him; encouraging us to hope in him; in- 


viting us to love Nm and to deteſt our ſins for the lave 


ef him; and offering us 17 good things through Kind - 
94 * | 
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only deſiring that we would ceaſe to perſecute him by 
fin. | O give attention, my ſoul, to this loving voice of 
thy God, and to all the ſufferings of his Son : but, in 


CN 81D ER firſt, the foreſight the bleſſed Vir- 
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than mortal anguiſh, which thou ſuffereſt by gecaſion 
ol the paſſion of thy Son, inflicts a molt bitter, + deep 
and deadly wound, in the-very-midſt of thy ſoul. A 
wound, which began to be inflicted at the time of this 
prophecy, by the ſenſe which the heavenly Father then 
gave thee, of what thy Son was to ſuffer 3 a wound, 
Which was a moſt bitter alloy of all thoſe conſolations 
which thou receivedſt, from the fight, ne, 
| an 


7 


nr in 740 Wah 186. 
by Þ NE ITE TE, thy Jeſus; a wound which thot car- 
of riedſt about with thee. in thy foul, all the time of his. 
in mortal life; ſtill growing upon thee, as the time of his 
paſſion grew nearer; and not healed: but by his glorious: 
Meſurrection. Chriſtians, ſee how the greateſt favou- 
Writer of heaven, by divine appointment, meet with the 
greateſt croftes, in this mortal pilgrimage. But no 
vonder: Chriſt himſelf was firſt te er, and ſe to enter 
into his glory his bleſſed mother and all the Saints were 
to walk in the ſame road, in order to follow him, and 
to partake in his glorious kingdom. O] think not 
much if your Lord chuſes for you, what he choſe 
for himfelf; for his bleſſed mother, and for all his elect. 
(Conſider! 2dly, how much the affliction and anguith 
of this Virgin ady was encreaſed, when the news. 
was brought her, of her Sons being betrayed by Judas, 
apprehended, bound, and — away, in that inhu- 
man manner, before the council; and what treatment 
he had met with there, after being condemned by them. 
But as the fight uſually affects us more than the hea- 
ring; fo doubtleſs this bleſſed mother was oppreſſed with. 
2 far more killing grief, when, on the next morning, 
ſhe was an eye- witneſs of all the injuries, outrages, 
and torments, which he ſuffered in the different ſtages i 
of his paffion. For as no love, that any perſon upen 
earth has ever experienced, could any ways approach 
to the love: ſhe. bore our Lord, not only as her Son, 
but much more as her God: ſo, in proportion to her 
love, her anguiſh and ſorrow, to ſee him treated in 
that cruel, barbaxous and outrageous manner, was the 
. that any pure creature could ever ſuſtain; and 
nothing leſs than a miracle could ſupport her, or 
keep her alive, under ſo dreadful à torture“ "Ah | 
Chriſtians ! che vrhips, thorns, and nails, that /picrced 
his fleſh, pierced her heart with unexpreflible x nyt ank 
forrow, which none ſureſy could ever exceed, but thoſe 
of her Son, the man of forrows. O take pity, my foul, 
on the forrows of them both, and tee thou never more o 
eoneur co > pat Wy 1 05 _ ee ee 8 260; ATi ON 
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Conſider 3dly; more in particular, how the Bleſſed 
Virgin was affected when ſhe firſt ſaw her Son, in the 
morning, in the hands of his enemies, all disfigured by ' 
their blows; with his hands tied behind him, his face 
covered with ſpittle, and his hair all rent and tora. O 
my ſoul; even ſo hard a heart as thine, could ſcarce be 
ſuch a ſight as this: much leſs her tender heart! 
what was this, in compariſon with what ſhe endured | 
when he was fo cruelly ſcourged at the pillar; when he | 
was crowned with piercing thorns, and buffeted * | 
whole band of ſoldiers? O what pangs did the ſuffer, 
when ſhe ſaw him preſented to the people with the 
Ecce homo, Behold the man! how did ſhe then feel in 
her ſoul all thoſe wounds ſhe there diſcovered in his 
head and body? Nor did ſhe ſuffer leſs, but rather much 
more, when ſhe followed him in his laſt journey to 
mount Calvary, bearing his croſs on his mangled ſhoul- 
ders, and marking the way with his ſacred blood. But 
What was all this, if compared with what ſne endured, 
| 'wher ſhe heard the ſtrokes of the hammers driving the | 
nails into his hands and feet; when ſhe ſaw him hoiſted 
up into the air, and there hanging extended, as upon a 
| 'rack, and ſupported by his wounds; when ſtanding; | 
near 'the croſs, ſhe ſaw the extremity of the torture he 
there endured ; contemplated the multitude, and varie- 
ty of his ſufferings ; ; heard his laſt dying words; and 'faw 
him give up the ghoſt? O how truly might ſhe then 
"erp" out with the prophet, O all you that paſs by i the 
© tday, attend and fee, if there be ſorrow like to my ſorrow / 
Lament. i. 12. Learn, my ſoul, from this queen of ſor- 
rows, with what eye thou oughtſt to look upon the ſuf- 
g e of the Son of God, and how to bewail thoſe fins 
| have given cauſe to them © 11) 1 oi, 368 
Conclude to imitate the virtues, of which this bleſſed 
is 10 has given us an illuſtrious example, in this marty r- 
che de endured under the croſs of her ſon: eſpocially 
learn her courage and fortitude under ſuch bitter ſuffer- 
ings; her patience and perfect conformity to the will 
iy "of God; her lively faith and hope. 'T heſe muſt ſup- 
Pott thee' alſo, under all thy croſſae. b 
$21.95 Saturday 
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Ou Lord is condemned to the croſ . 


1 N10 Bll 1101 218 0 185 -4 nn; eee eee 
ONSIDER firſt, how the Jews, perceiving that 
Pilate was bent upon releaſing our Saviour, told 

him, that if he releaſed that man, he could be no friend 

of Ceſar (the emperour) for whoſoever made himſelf a 
king, 'oppoſed Ceſar. (St. John xix. 12.) See here, my 
ſoul; what evils human reſpects are capable of produ- 
eing; and how ſad a thing it ĩs, either to fear or to love 
any thing more than God. Pilate's reſolution in a 
moment falls to the ground, upon the apprehenſion of 
being accuſed to Ceſar, and of loſing his favour: ka- 
ther than riſk this, he is determined to make a ſacrifice 
of his conſcience, in condemning the innocent, Alas! 
have we never had a ſhare, in the like guilt ?, Has not 
human fear, or the apprehenſion » of what the world 
would ſay, too often influenced us to condemn, at. leaſt 
in fact, our Lord and his doctrine, by mortal ſin? Has 
not a much leſs conſideration than the fear of loſing the 
favour of an emperour, prevailed, on theſe occaſions, o- 
ver our beſt reſolutions? O what hold do we give co 
the enemy, by theſe human fears, and by our irregular 
affections to this cheating world! But ſee the vain ex- 
cuſes by which men ſeek to palliate the guilt of thęir 4 
ſins; and to ſalve their conſcience: Pilate Page = 1 
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hands, and cries out; 1 am innocent f the lead of this 9 
juli man: look you to it, Matt. xxvn. 24. as if this cefe·- 
mony and verbal declaration, could, clear him, in the 

ſight of the juſt judge, from the guilt of concurring to bt 
the death of the innocent. But ſee alſo, into what/diſmal 

* extremities uinhappy ſauls , caſt themſelvegs, hen they 1 
are once obſtinately bent upon ſin, in that dreadſul ſen- 

tence which the Jews pronounced againſt themſelves 1 
| „ eee Hic blood be uban us, and hn pur 1 
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Conſider 2dly, how Pilate proceeds to give.judg ne i 
of death againlt the Lord of le, ani ſentences, our Sali 
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vour tb the croſs, in compliance with oF ery of the 
whole people, Kill aue. f out, in a tumultuous man- 
ner, Crucify bim, crucify him. But O] my ſoul, re- 
fle chat it was the dine of. tby cryiog ins that far 
more effectually called for the death of the Son of God, 
WW than the cry of the Jews: for that tumaalt could have 
had no power to bring on his crucifixion ;- had not be 
been determined to ſuffer this kind of death forthe -ex- | 
piation of thy fins. | But ſee with what loud huzzas, 
with what triumph and joy, this ſentence is received by 
the enemies of our Lord, and with what ſighs and 
tears, with what grief and anguiſh, by his friends ;: and 
mmoſt eſpecially by his bleſſed ach. Bat — does 
Wo this Lamb of God behave on this occaſion? In what 
| manner does he receive this ſentence of death? He re- 


WW ceives it in ſilence and peace, with perfect ſubmiſſion 
and conformity to the will of his Father : he receives it 
| even with joy, out of his infinite charity for us, as the 
only means of our redemption and falyation. See, my 
ſfoul, Whether thou ſubmirteſt to thy- croſſes with tlie 
like diſpoſitions. Doſt thou embrace them as the 
means of divine appointment to bring thee to heaven 5 
© Conſider 2dly, that this ſentence of death, 
nounced againſt our Lord, was an act of the higheſt 
injuſtice on the part of Pilate; but hi hly juſt on the 
part of God; in conſideration of our fins, which his 
Son had taken upon himſelf. And therefore, our Sa- 
vicur, who was infinitely holy, could not indeed but- 
| abhor the crime of Pilate, though he ſuffered it; but as 
ts the jadgment and ſentence of his Father, he embraced 
it, as Ned moſt holy and juſt: he bowed down, and 
i adored it with all the ite his ſoul. To teach us, 
and all that defire to be his diſciples, to diſtinguiſh; on 
| the like occafions, when we have any ching to fuffer 
from others, between man's injuſtice, and s juf-- 
1 0 ties : and to receive our ſufferings from what hand ſo- 
| ever they come, and how unjuſtly ſoever, as highly 
Juſt from: the part of God, F us, by theſe. in 
IF arunnets, for our ins. . 91 291-2 noi 
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þ of the Father, who, for the love of us, ſpared; not his. 


; him to die; to the infinite charity of the Son, for 


_ every Day in tte Naur. 189: 9 
Conclude with thankſgiving to the inſinite charity , 


own Son; but gave him up for us all, and ſentenced 


embracing ſo cordially this ſentence: of death for the 
love of us. Make an oblation, in return, of thy Whole 
ſelf, both to the Father and to the Son; and deſire 
henceforward to live only for him, who has delivered 
himſelf up to death for the love of thee. 7 


N. B. Palm Sunday being kept in memory of our Sa- 
'- Viour's ſolemn entry into Feruſalem, five days be- 
x fore his paſſion ; to correſpond to the' devotion of the 
\ day, we ſhall here inſert a meditation upon that 

ubject, and interrupt the courſe F the conſidera- 

tions on the paſſion. a 89195 


n | Beko . Palm-Sunday. | ' '+ Mm 
On our Lord's triumphant entrance into Feruſalem. 
CON SIDE R firſt, how the time now drawing 


near, when our Saviour was to offer up himſelf a 
ſacrifice for the ſins of the world; he was pleaſed to 
come to the place where he was to compleat this ſa- 
crifice. And as, in order to fulfill the ancient figures, 
he choſe that very night for the inſtitution of the paſſo- 
ver of the new law, which was ſet aſide for the immo 
lation of the paſchal lamb in the old law; and thatvery. 
day fot the redemption of the world, in which God's ⁶ 
people had formerly been redeemed from their Egypb- 
tian bondage; ſo alſo he was pleaſed to make his en- i 
try into; Jeruſalem, in order to his ſacrifice, on the very 
day on which by the appointment of the law, Ed) i 
xii. g. the Jamb was to be brought to town, which was il 
to be ſacrificed for the paſſover. Contemplate here, O 
Chriſtian-ſoul, the greatneſs of that loye and charity for. 
thee, which puſhes thy Saviour forward on this oca- 
ſion : ſee the joyful readineſs with which he goes to ge 1 
ter, up bimſelf to death for the love of thee : admire 1 

and 
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| Pleaſed that the glory of his birth ſhould be hidden in 
the obſcurity of a poor ſtable in little Bethlehem ; whilſt 


whole nation of the: Jews was aſſembled thither. 


pleaſed to be received on this day, by a folemn pro- 
ceſſion of the people; ſtrewing their ts in the | 
way, and bearing branches of palm-trees in their | 
hands, to teſtiſy bis victory over the prince of dark- 
neis ; and accompanying him with loud acclamations, 
and Hoſannas of joy, to honour him as their king and 
Meſſias. See, my ſoul, if thou art in proper diſpoſitions to 
Join in this triumphal proceſſion, and with: a palm branch 
in thy hand, to celebrate the victory of thy Lord over 
death, fin and hell: alas! with what ſace canſt thou 
attend him on this occaſion, if thow-art ſtill a ſlave to 
death, ſin, and hell? Reflect alſo here on the inconſtancy 
of the world ; and how little account thou art to;make 
of che eſteem and applaufe of men: when thou ſeeſt, 
ho this ſame * who on this day received our 


Wl cruciſy him. | 9 U | 
 - Conſider g2dly, the diſpoſitions of the foul of our 
| Redeemer, in the midſt of theſe honours, and accla- 
mations; and how little he is affected with them. 


0 that are for ber peace: but lets flip the time of her viſt 


0 triumph, his love of poverty, and his meeknefs, in the 


i Give ear to the prophet (Zach. ix. 9.) Nef 


Ti 1g hter of Jeruſalem : behold thy king will came to thee ; 


| 


and adore the diſpoſitions of his providence; who was il 


4 
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WW . he choſe for the ignominy of his paſſion, the great the- 
agater of Jeruſalem, and the paſchal time, when the 


Lord with theſe loud Hofannas, and acknowledged him 
bor their King, and their Saviour, five days after, cried 
out, away' with him: away with him: crucify hum: 

, TO IIS . 110. 141377 1 F 


Conſider 2dly, the manner, in- which our Lord was J. 


"ovary; Huy in the Tear. 191 


„c. O ſes than imitate his humility, whilſt Woir 
ejoiceſt in his victory. 

Conclude to honour the trumpb of thy an in 
Nie beſt manner thou art able in the proceſſion of 
1 is day. Acknowledge him forthe king and Lord of 
thy heart, and invite him in thither, 8 fee that {in 
: a neee T 


Monday in Holy-Week. 


Our Saviour carries bis croſs. 


oN ID ER firſt, how, upon Pilate's pronouns 
cing ſentence againſt our Lord, they immediately 
proceed to execution: and farſt they ſtrip him of his 
—_— robe, and cloath him again with his own gar- 
ments: then they him the croſs, which he was 
to carry on his ſhoulders to mount Calvary, as -Iſazxc i 
formerly, did the. Fs woo upon which he was to be offered ñ⁶⁵ 
in ſacrifice. who . can expreſs, or conceive, i 
the pe ach of ſoul, with which our Saviour embraces 
this croſs; Which he is now going to conſecrate with 
his precious blood: this croſs deſigned to be the happy - | 
inſtrument of our redemption; the altar of his ſacrifice; | 
me throne of his mercy ; the trophy of his victory; 
the eternal monument of his love; the refuge of ſinners; Wl 
the comfort of the afflicted; the glory of his elect; the 
ſchool of all virtues, and the. ſource of all our good: 
O my. foul, what are thy ſentiments with regard to the 
croſs of Chriſt? Thou muſt embrace the croſs with him, 
if thou deſiſeſt to reign with him. Give ear to a great 
ſervant of God, ee his affection to the pay 18 11 
this pathetic manner. I bow down to thee, O pre- 
* cious croſs, .confecrated by the embraces, and int the 
© blood of Telus, my Lord, and my king. I look up 
« thee. as the ſtandard of his armies; as the watch tower 
0 nn its light, to guide his elect, in this ; 
ocean; as the defence of his ſervants ; and as the 

mark and badge of his children. I adore thee, O kid i 
& den wiſdom | O * unknown to the n, the 
wn onoar | 


1 


i 
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© honour of them that follow thee, the ſafety of them 
© that carry thee, the crown of them that embrace 
© thee, the reward of them that love thee, and the ſal- 


© vation of them that caſt themſelves into thy arms. 


To die on thee is to live, and to live on thee is to 
© reign. He that loves thee, is content; he that deſires 
© thee, is eaſy; he that poſleſſes thee is rich. I bow 
© down to thee, O tree of life, the fruit of which, is 
< the ſolid food of the children of God. O balance, 
© ever even, in which alone we diſcover the juſt value, 
© and the true price of all things... In thee is found 
health and life, the victory over hell, the ſweets of 


j | © Paradiſe, ſtrength of heart, joy of ſpirit, perfection of 


© virtue, and aſſurance of eternal goods, &c, I em- 
©. brace thee, O holy croſs, conſecrated by the ſweat, 
© and by the blood of my Saviour. Thou ſhalt be 
$ Rac my refuge, my light, my knowledge, 
© andall my wiſdom. Forfake me not, keep not at'a 
diſtance from me, tho' this fleſh of mine dreads thee, 
and ſeeks to fly from thee—O faſten me to the croſs 
with thee, my ſweet Jeſus, and enlighten me with 
thy admirable light; that my ſpirit may penetrate 
into the depth of the myſteries, and of the wiſdom 
of the croſs.” Sufferings of Feſus, Chap. xlii, 
My foul, are theſe thy ſentiments ? 

Conſider 2dly, and take a view of the Lamb of 
God, ſetting out upon this his laſt, moſt wea-iſome;, 
and moſt painful journey of his mortal life ; loaded 


KR «6 


R 6 & A 


0 with the enormous weight of the croſs; and with. the 


far more intolerable weight of the fins of the world; 
See the length, and whole ſize of the croſs, proportioned 
to bear the weight of a human body ſuſpended in the 


js air; and reflect how little ſtrength, remains in his 


body, after ſo many ſufferings and fatigues; and the 
loſs of ſo much blood. Ah ! how rough, how hard, how 
inſupportable then, is this load, to his ſhoulders and back, 
all mangled, rent and torn with the whips and ſcourges 
Ho does it preſs upon his green wounds, and ſqueeze 
cout his ſacred blood all the way! O mark this his laſt 
proceſſion. A crier leads the way publiſhing his ww 
tende 


m tended crimes and blaſphemies : then followthe ſoldiers 
ice Wand executioners, with ropes, hammers, nails &c, 
al- And after them goeth, or rather creepeth along, our 
ns. high prieſt and victim, all bruiſed and bloody; and 
to ſtaggering under the burthen of his croſs: attended 
res with a thief on each hand; and ſurrounded with 2 
ow RE multitude of his enemies, inſulting over him, and load- 

is Wing him with ſcoffs, reproaches, and curſes ; whilſt the 
ce, {Wcrucl hangmen, at every turn, are haſtening him for- 
1c, N ward with their kicks and blows. Follow thy Lord, 
nd my ſoul, in this. his laſt and moſt painful proceſſion; 
of {offer him what ſervice thou canſt, to eaſe him of ſome 
of part of his burthen : weep over him, at leaſt, with the 
m- good women that followed him: but take notice of his 
at, ¶ admoniſhing them, rather to weep for themſelves, and 
be for their children: and ſee how, in the midſt of all his 
ge, ſufferings, he is much more concerned for our miſeries 
ta Hand fins, than for any thing he himſelf, endutes, O! 
ee, ¶bleſſed be his infinite charity for us poor ſinners, ; 
ols Conſider 3dly, how our Lord, having for ſome time, 


with unſpeakable labour and torment, carried his croſs 
hrough the ſtreets ; at laſt falleth down under the enor- 


with what a ſhock does he fall]! with what an additio- 
al torture to his wounded body ; now quite exhauſted 


of ith pain and labour, and loſs of blood ! See how the 
ne, ploody executioners employ their kicks and blows, to 
led oblige him to riſe again with his burthen : but all in 


vain ; his ſtrength is quite gone; he is not able to 
it any farther. Therefore, leſt his execution ſhould be 


ned delayed, they lay hold on Simon of by gon whom 

the met coming out of the country, and they oblige him 
his o take up the croſs, and to eaſe our Lord of part of the 
the urthen, by carrying it after him. But O]! who ſhall 


eaſe him of any part of that other load, infinitely more 
inſupportable, which his heavenly Father has laid upon 

im, of the fins of the whole world? My foul, do thou 
give him what little eaſe thou canſt, by lamenting the 


forward to afflict him by ſin. 
Vor, J. | 
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ous weight of it, unable to carry it any longer, But 


Mare thy fins have. in this tragedy, and by ceaſing hence- 
8 eee ee 


* 
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Conclude to run in, and offer thy ſervice to thy Re- | 

deemer, on this occaſion, to take up his croſs for him, 
and to help him, like Simon of Cyrene, in the carriage 
of ĩt: or rather offer thyſelf to him, to take up thy own 
croſs, with perfect reſignation and patience, and to fol- 
low him, *Tis this he particularly calls for, and ex- 
pects at thy hands. | : : 

2 "v7 5 - bs > s 45.1! 
Tueſday in Holy-Week. | 
Our Saviour is nailed to the creſs. 

C ONSIDER firſt, how our Lord, being at length 
arrived at mount Calvary, quite wearied.and ſpent ; 
the untired malice of his enemies, purſuing him Mill, 
finds out a new torture for him, by mingling gall with 
the wine that, according to cuſtom, was prefenited as a 
ſtrengthening draught, to criminals that Were to be 'EX- 
ecuted. Our Lord, that he might ſuffer the more fot 
us, was pleaſed by tafting it to embitter his palate, 
parched up before with a violent thirſt ; but he would 


not admit of the comfort, that the drinking of it might 
have afforded his ſtomach, Ihen he had Hated, he toon 
not drink, St, Matt. *xvii. 34. And now they {trip Rim 
viotently of his cloaths; which by this ine be gg to 
cleave faſt to his mangled body; being preſſed Into the 
wounds by the weight of the croſs: fo that all his 
wounds are now 1 afreſh, and this Lamb of God is 
in a manner flayed alive, in order to be laid on the àftat 8 
of the croſs. O ! my ſoul, fee how he ſtands, all covered 
with his blood, with his eyes lifted up to heaven ; with 
infinite charity praying for poor finners ; and even for his 
very executioners. O ! run in now, and caft thyſelf 
at his feet; and bathe thyſelf in that precious blood, 
Which he ſo plentifully ſheds for thee: but ſee thou 
mingle with it thy penitential tears, in conſideration vt 
the ſhare thou haſt Had, in bringing thele ſufferings up- 
on him, by thy fins, # eee e 6s 
Confider zal, how all things. being noy ready, Wl 
they order him to lye down upon the croſs.” He*obeys i 

aft Without 


every. Day in the Near. 8 


A on, this ard bed, on which he is to die: this bed of ſor- 
row, on which he is to bring us forth to God. Here 
55 be lyes, with his eyes 3 on heaven, as high prieſt of 
1: all mankind, offering himſelf a victim of propitiation 
K*. for our ſins, to his eternal Father; and freely giving up 


his hands and feet to the executioners, to be pierced 
with the nails. See now, my ſoul, how one of theſe 
ruthans comes with a large ſharp nail, and fixing the 
point of it upon the ſacred palm of one of our Saviour's 
hands, violently drives it with his hammer into the ten- 
der fleſh, forcing its way, with inconceivable torment, 
through the nerves, ſinews, muſcles, and bones, of which 
the hand is compoſed, deep into the hard wood of the 
croſs. The extremity of pain, which was cauſed by 
the yiolent piercing of ſo many neryes and bones, as 
meet in the hands, made all the nerves and finews' 
rink up, and draw the body towards that hand that was 
ailed ; ſo that great violence was uſed by the execu- 
ſoners, in dragging the other arm and hand to the op- 


ate, ion ing tl n and hand to the o 

ald te ide, to the place prepared for it; where they 
Mn £ rved it in like Manner. And then, with equal barba · 
Sos ity, they drew down. his cred feet, and nailed them 
„o to the croſs, Verifying that of the prophet, Hſ. xxi. 


[hey have dug my hands and feet: they have numbred 


the all my bones inaſmuch as, by the violence of their 
41: olling, the bones of our Lord were fo drawn from 
Pa heir places, and disjointed, that they might be 
14; umbred Ah! ſweet Saviour, who can conceive the 
1 1 Up part of what thou haſt here endured for the love of 
—_— 78 7 5 

055 Conſider 3dly, what ſhocks, what tortures, our Lord 


being now nailed faſt to the croſs, muſt have ſuffered in 
his whole body, when they dragged the croſs along the 
ground, to the hole prepared for it: how much, when 
hey began with ropes to raile him up into the air; how ff 
auch, when they let the foot of the crofs fall with a jolt - 38 
rss the hole; how much, when they faſtened it iin 
4. be ground, with large ſtakes, which they drove, in 
2 yith their mallets. O 5 * can think, without hor- 
27 2 | rour 
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tho' this torture, which our Lord here endured, was fo 


much. O!] that we could ſay here with the martyr 


riety of his ſufferings. And firſt, as to his ſacred bo- 


Head, there is now no ſoundneſs therein : ſee how it is all 


covered with wounds and blood, O how rough is this 


"a 9 4 
7Y 
. 
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rour, on the racking pains that every motion or ſhock 
of this nature muſt have cauſed to a body all disjointed, | 


and ſupported only by the bones and ſinews of the 
hands and feet, pierced through with groſs nails ! But 


great and inſupportable, that one would think it might 
bave moved the hardeſt heart to compaſſion, to have 
ſeen even a brute beaſt undergo ſo much: yet ſuch was 
the inſatiable malice of the enemies of our 275 that 
inſtead of ſhewing him any pity, or relentingat the ſight 
of his torments, they ſhout and triumph, when they ſee 
him appear above the heads of the people; and drawing 
nigher, they ſtand ſhaking their heads at him, rejoicing 
at all his ſufferings, ſcofing, and inſulting over him. 
Chriſtians, whilſt you deteſt this Jewiſh malice, ſee 
you have no ſhare in it, by your obſtinacy in ſin; cruci- 
fying again to yourſelves the Son of God, and making a 
mockery of him, Heb. vi. 6. 

Conclude, by deteſting the handywork of your fins, 
which have nailed your Saviour to the croſs; and b 
loving him, who out of pure love for you has endured fo 


Ignatius, and with the like affection ; My love is fa/ten- 
ed to the croſs. WV; | 4 


Wedneſday in Holy-Week. 
On the ſufferings of our Saviour on the Croſs. 
(CONSID ER firſt, what our Lord ſuffers upon the 


croſs, for the whole time that he continues living 
upon it, till he conſummates his ſacrifice. Draw near 
my ſoul, and fit down under the ſhadow of thy true lo- 
ver, with a longing defire to be his ſcholar in this ſchool 
of love. Contemplate at leiſure the multitude and va- 


dy; ſee how from the ſole of the foot, to the top of the 


hard 


wounds, and encreaſing his pains, 
Conſider 2dly, what our Saviour ſuffers interiourly in 


br his ſoul, and thou ſhalt find it to be much more inſup- 


portable than all he endures in his body. Witneſs the 


8 unexpreſſible horxour he has for the fins of the world, 
ins. all now lying upon him, and oppreſſing his ſoul with 
"Te their infinite weight: his deep ſenſe of thoſe blaſphe- 
455 mies, he hears uttered againſt the Deity; and the con- 
rtyr M tempt they ſhew for his perſon, and his divine truths. 
2x. Witneſs the anguiſh of his foul, to fee the hardneſs, 


blindneſs, and reprobation, of his once choſen” people 
the Jews ; together with the final impenitence of Ju- 
das; and the eternal damnation of ſo many millions of 
fouls, for whom he is now offering himſelf in ſacrifice ; 
every one of whom he loves more than his own 
life, Add to this, his grief to ſee the unſpeakable de- 
ſolation of his bleſſed mother, and of all his friends; 


. 


the and himſelf left, without any manner of relief or com- 
ving tort, from any creature whatſoever; and even forſaken 
near by "ys heavenly Father, and given up to the will and 
» 1o- bleaſure of his enemies. Ah ! Chriſtians, no tortur 
hool (MW an be comparable to thoſe of the foul ! | 
va- Conſider Zdly, that, beſides theſe ſufferings, both. of 
bo- body and ſoul, which our Lord endures on the croſs, 


the bor the love of us; he is pleaſed, moreover, to ſuffer in 
i ell ll other ways, which any mortal can be liable to in this 
this lie. He ſuffers in his honour, by the diſgrace of bein 


4 
_ 
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ag Mrevprt Ar fr 
:hangedbetween/ two'thieves,; and loaded with all kinds 
of reproaches and affronts: he ſuffers in his reputa- | 
tion, by outrageous calumnies and impoſitions: he 
ſuffers in his goods, by being ſtript of his very cloaths, 
|  *(theallhe had in this world) and expoſed naked to ſhame 
and cold: he fuffers from all forts of people; from 
Jews and Gentiles; great and ſmall; prieſts and laity; 
all conſpiring, as much as they can, to add to his afflic- 
tions. His enemies inſult, and triumph over him; his 
friends are aſhamed of him; thoſe whom he had fa- 
voured with his miracles declare againſt him; his diſ- 
= cifles keep at a diſtance, and are afraid of being in- 
wy volved in his puniſhments. His eyes ſee nothing but 
my what may add to his anguiſh ; his ears are entertained 
with nothing but injuries and blaſphemies ; his palate 
is afflicted with a mortal thirſt ; and his own body, by 
"Mi its weight, is a continual and moſt grievous torment to 
him. O ſweet Jeſus, how dearly haſt thou paid for my 
wy fins! | 
Conclude to ſtation thyſelf at the foot of the croſs ; 
and there to. contemplate in the ſufferings of thy Savi- 
our, the enormity of thy fins, and the goodneſs of thy 
God: that thou may'ſt there learn, how thou art to 
deteſt thy fins, and to love thy God. 


180 On our Saviour preaching from the croſs. 8 


* CONSIDER firſt, that the whole life and doctrine 

of Chriſt was a continual leſſon to his followers, 
to renounce felf-love, with its three wretched branches: 
via. the luſt of the fleſh, that is, the love of ſenſual» plea- 
. Aures : the-luft of the eyes, that is, the love of the periſh- 
able goods of this world: and. the pride of life. Theſe 
gare the unhappy ſources of all our evils, which with- 
draw us from our allegiance to God; and make us ex- 
change the fountain. of life for poiſonous puddles, that 
can never ſatisfy our thirſt, Fheſe are the foundations 
7 Cof.a worldly and ſinſul life; and the broad road 
4d ; death 


death and hell. Alas] we love ourſelves; and our oõẽ6 nm 
will more than God; we are ever full of ourſelves; 
ſenſual, covetous, preſumptuous, as if we were ſome- 
thing; and we can bear with nothing, that oppoſes or 
contradicts us. But mark, in particular, my foul, the 
ſermon which the Son of God preaches from the croſs; 
and ſee how loudly he there condemns, from that pul- 
pit, all the illuſions of our ſelf- love, with all the maxims 
and practices of the world, and the unhappy attach- 
ments of worldlings to their carnal and ſenſual affec- 
tions. O! Remember, that what he ſuffers is all by 
his own choice; and this not only to the end that he 
may expiate our ſins, but alſo in order to undeceive us 
in the prepoſterous judgment we make of things; and 
to teach us to embrace what he embraces, to deſpiſe 
what he deſpiſes, and to condemn what he condemns. 
Learn then, my ſoul, at the foot of the croſs, to over- 
come thy pride, by the great example of the voluntary 


humiliations of the Son of God; thy love of the world, i 


by his voluntary poverty, and by his being ſtript of all 
things, and abandoned by all; and thy love of plea- 


fure, by his voluntary ſufferings and unexpreſſible tor- 
ments, 


Conſider 2dly, that Jeſus Chriſt, in offering him- 
ſelf upon the croſs, a ſacrifice to his Father, without any 


manner of reſerve; and in dying in pure obedience to 


his heavenly will; preaches another excellent ſermon 
to us, containing the whole perfection of a ſpiritual life; 


which conſiſts in giving our whole ſelves to God ; and li 


in being obedient unto death. Yes, Chriſtians, if you ⁵⁵ 
deſire to be perfect, you muſt learn of your dying Sa- 


viour, to make this offering of yourſelves without 4 : 
reſerve; to his Father, and to your Father: you muſt || 


join your offering with his; and make it by his hands, 
that it may be acceptable. You muſt make it every 
day, and oftentimes in the day. O | Give him then ñ·ñ 
daily your foul and body; give him your underſtand- |} 


uud eternity: and he will give: bis whole ſelf to you 4 
9955 happy || 


ing, your memory, and your will; give him your 0 
whole being, with all that belongs to it, both for time 
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happy exchange | Offer yourſelf then daily to do for 
MDs whadoryerhe pleaſes ; 70 to ſuffer a, whatſoever 
be pleaſes ; dedicate yourſelves eternally to bis love; 
and reſolve to die a thouſand deaths, rather than to for- 
ie in any thing, the obegience you Qwe to this your 
Father, Maker, King, and God... 

Conſider 3dly, the particular lellons, that our Lord 


alſo gives us, in his even laſt dying words upon the 
croſs. . Of b. en charity to aur enemies; T; Ys 
praying for his, and excuſing them to his F aher; , 


tur forgive them, 1 0 7 know nat what they dp. 2. Of 
mercy and compa for ſinners; by the plenary, 77 
gence he imparts to — penitent thief. Amen. 
to thee, this day thou Halt be with me iu 78 3. Of 
| duty to aur parents, in his recommending his Virgin mo- 
ther to the care of his beloved diate 3, 3 and of 3 fiat 
devotion t 5 r, as recommended for a mother to us all. 
Woman, hw thy fon. — Bebold thy mother. 4. Of 
an earneſt th for the canverſion and ſalyation of all 
my by that which he expreſſes in this word, I thixſt. 
Of eaten, prayer to God under anguiſh and deſola- 
355 3 by the fervour of his prayer: Ay God, my God, 


1 | why haſt thou forſaken me? 6. Of perſeverance to the 


end, till we have cenſummated, that is, compleatly fi- 
WY npiſhed,the work for which we came into the world; 5 by 
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N learn theſe laft leſſons of our dying Lord 


that word of his, It is conſummated. 7. Of committing 


| gurſelves, both in life and death, by a perfect ræſgna- 
tian, into the hands of God, by his great example. 


Father, into thy hands 1 +00 bugs my Spirit. O let us 


Conclude to frequent daily this ſchool of the croſs, if 


thou wouldſt learn to be wiſe indeed. But more eſpe⸗ 
| cially take care to ſtudy well, at the foot of the crols, 


- thoſe two mot eſſential leſſons, the Ten y on 
will, and embracing the will of God, b ya afl Galt 


Neri a ohadieese, 50 Ante death, 
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On our Saviour's death upon the Crofs. 


ONSIDER firſt, how our Lord, having uttered: 
thoſe laſt words of his, Father into thy hands Icom- 

mend my Spirit, with a loud and ſtrong voice, leans down 
his head, in perfect ſubmiſſion to his Father's will, and 
gives up the ghoſt, to conſummate the great ſacrifice of 
the redemption of the world. Stand aſtoniſhed, my ſoul, 
in the contemplation of this incomprehenſible myſtery, 
that Life itfelf ſhould die, to deliver thee from a ſecond 
death, and to impart to thee eternal life. O!] conſider. 
well who this is that hangs here dead before thy eyes? 
TheWord, the Wiſdom, the Son of the eternal God; the 
Lord of glory; the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the 
great Creator of heaven and earth. But O how ſtrange- 
ly has he here debaſed himſelf | How wonderfully is he 
here metamorphoſed for the love of thee ] Draw near, 
however, in ſpirit, and caſt thyſelf down at the foot of 


. 9 ws 


| the croſs; and there exerciſe thyſelf in acts of faith, 


hope, love, and contrition for thy ſins ; there pour forth 
thyſelf in the ſight of thy God, in acts of adoration, 
praiſe, and thankſgiving ; there make a total oblation 
of thyſelf to thy crucified Saviour, to be his, both in life 
and death, time and eternity, ert lin 
Conſider 2dly, how our Lord, in the midſt of all the 
ignominies and torments of his paſſion and death, be- 
gins to reign from the croſs : and is even there highly 


honoured and exalted by his heavenly Father. The title : 
that hangs over his head declares him to be the King of 


the Fews, even their Meſſias, of whom the prophets had 
delivered ſuch wonders. All nature loudly proclaims 


him her king 


light, for the three whole hours that he hangs upon the 
17 


bf + 


croſs; at his death the whole earth trembles; the rocks 


ate ſplit; the monuments are opened; the dead ariſe z q 
the veil of the temple,that hangs before the inward ſane- 
tuary, is rent from top to bottom, to ſhew that the _— 3d 


201 


and her God. The ſun withdraws his 
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and its figures, are all now accompliſhed, and the ſanc- 
tuary of heaven laid open. See, my ſoul, how he al- 
ready begins from the crofs, to verify what he had 
ſaid, St. ohn, xii. 32, {f Fd ted up from the earth, 
1 will draw all things to myſelf. One of the thieves, that 
were crucified with him, is the firſt that experiences this 
miraculous attraction, and in an inſtant is changed in- 
to a Saint : the centurion, or captain of the ſoldiers, 
that aſſiſted at the execution, is the next; and loudly. 
3 him to be the Son of God: and all the multi- 
1 of them that were come together to that ſight, and 
| 2 the things that were done, return ftriking their 
breaſts, St. Luke xxiii. 48. O dear Jeſus, let my poor 
| heart ſhare alſo in this mercy ; look down upon it now 
from thy croſs, which thou haſt choſen for the throne 
| ef thy mercy and grace; and bepleaſed to draw it alſo 
to thyſelf; — to make it wholly thine from hences 
. torth, and forever. 
| + Confider 3dly, how our Lord, by bis death, triumphs 
| aver all his enemies. He caſts out Satan, the ruler.of 
{this wicked world, from his uſurped dominions 3 and 


Linas him up in chains, by greatiy abridging ail. ths 
power of death, ſin, and hell: he 1 
the world with all its favourite maxims: he expoſes, 
and pulls down human pride; he ſhews Vos the folly: 

of worldly wiſdom ; and the. vanity and deceitfulneſs of 
| earthly honours, riches, and carnal pleaſures, and of all 
that is not agreeable to his croſs : and he ſets up this 
victorious ſtandard for all nations, as the royal en- 
ſign of his kingdom, under which his true lde Hall 
| ever fight, and triumph over the world, the fleſh; and 
the devil; till they arrive at the crown of life, which 
he has purchaſed for them by his death, But ſee, my 
+ foul, how, in the midſt of all his triumphs, he invites 
in a particular manner, all poor ſinners to his mercy. 
See how, with his head bowed down towards them, he 
| offers them the kiſs of peace: ſee how his arms, are 
open to receive them: ſee how all his gaping wapnds 


invite them, to come and ſhelter faber ves there fram 
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ne- dhe Gzine wrath. O let us embrace thefe his offers 
al- of Sch on this day of mercy |! | 
had Coricliide to celebrate; on this day, in the beſt thinner 
th, WM thou art able, thy Saviour's viftory over fin and hell. 
hat Adore him moſt profoundly under AIFthe' ignominy of 
his his ciofs, acknowledge him for thy king, for the true 
in- king of thy heart, and beg that he would henceforward 
| WH aboliſh the reign of fin in thee. Embrace with all th 
dy. WF affection the ſacred wounds of his paſſion, and chu 
. them for the place of thy habitation forever. 


ind | 
- Holy Saturday.. 
= On our Saviour*s burial. 


io. WG NONSIDER firſt, how after our Lord. had ek. 
 pired upon the croſs, one of the Soldiers opened 
his ſide with a ſpear, making a wide and 128 wound, 


out of which there preſently iſſued forth blood 
water, to waſh and. cleanſe us from all our ftains. 
See, my foul, How the heart of thy Saviour is now 


mis cate: O! make it thy dwelling place for evermore, 
| Confer in. this myſterious blood and water, ng 
from the ſide of our Lord, the heavenly. facrament's, 
which "iſſue from his wounds, (inasmuch as they have 


the ſacrament of his body and blood, and thar of the 
ſacred laver of baptiſm, See alſo here, how our ſecond 
Adam being now caſt into the deep ſleep of death, 
his ſide is. opened, to form from thence his church, 
defined to be his e bride. | | 


fore durſt not declare himſelf a diſciple of Chriſt) having 
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o0d and 


laid open for thee: O ! enter into it, in ſpirit; thr6hkgh MY 


all their virtue from his ſacred paſſion) but eſpecially 


- — == _—_— 5 = = 


. Conſider 2dly, how Joſeph of Arimathea (who be⸗ 
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obtained of Pilate leave, to take away his body, fr 
decent burial; being accompanied with Nicodemus,; 
and joined in this laſt duty with St. John, and other 
diſciples, unnailed the ſacred body, and took it down 
from the croſs. Run in, Chriſtian ſoul, in ſpirit, and 
offer thy ſervice upon this occaſion: receive into thy | 

arms 
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204 MyDrirarions r, 
arms the dead corpſe of thy Redeemer ; and lay it on 
the ſacred lap of his Virgin Mother: and learn from 
her whole comportment at this melancholy ceremony, 
the ſentiments of a moſt affectionate devotion, towards 
the paſſion and death of her Son. Join in embalming 
thy Saviour's body; and wrapping it up in clean linnen; 
and laying it in a new monument: by learning the 
exercice of thoſe virtues, which are ſignified by thoſe 
aromatical ſpices and perfumes ; and by: that clean lo 
linnen, and- new monument, Eſpecially whenever ol 
thou approacheſt to the body of our Lord, in the bleſ- 
ſed ſacrament, fee thou take along with thee the Ill © 


ſweet odours of devotion, a pure conſcience, and the > 
cleanneſs of the new man. | wth alas y 


© Conſider 3dly, how our Lord, lying now in his mo- 
nument, verifies that of the Plalmift, ſ. boxxyii, Ian t 
counted among them that go down to the pit: I am become 
as a man without help, e e the dend. Like the 
ain ſleeping in the ſehulchres, whom thou remembreft ns 
more: and they are caft off from thy band. They have 
laid me in the lower pit; in the dark, and in the ſhatlow 
of death. Thou haſt put away my acquaintante far from 
me &c, yes, my ſoul, thy Saviour lies now ſhut up, in 
a loneſome monument, in darkneſs, like one dead for 
always: and as ſuch is left and forſaken by his living 
friends and acquaintance. See thou leave him not; 
but ſtay with him; and watch at his ſepulchre in prayer. 
Weep: there over him; with tears of compaſſion for 
his ſufferings, of compunction for all thy ſins, "and of a 
tender love for his infinite goodneſs, and his lobe fer 
thee. . 4's | eie T2393 0 HG 
Conclude to keep thyſelf always near to thy Saviour, 
by daily meditating on his life and death; and thou 
mayſt confidently hope, that he will always by near 
thee, both in life and death, Gene _ 
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y, . Eaſter Sunday. 

4 On the reſurrection of our Eva.” . 


% Bl NONSIDER' firft, bow the foul of our Saviour” 


Py immediately after his death, deſcends into the 1 


lower parts of the earth, to viſit and comfort the ſpirits 
of the juſt, to diſcharge them from their long confine- 
ment, and to change their priſon, by his preſence, into 
a paradiſe of delights. O how happy, how joyful a 
ie day was this to all the patriarchs and prophets; when 
„ey were firſt bleſſed with the ſight of him, for whom 
they had longed for ſo many ages]! How glorious was 
the fight, of his triumph over all the powers of dark- 
neſs ; of his breaking down the ſtrongholds of hell; and 
giving a plenary indulgence to as many ſouls as were 
capable of it, by their having died in the true faith, and 
in the ſtate of grace. In the mean time whilſt the ſoul 
of our Lord is exerciſing this charity, the blind malice 
of his enemies ſuggeſts to them, to make faſt his ſ- 
pulchre, and to guard it with ſoldiers; under pretence 
of preventing his diſciples from ſtealing away his body, 
and then publiſhing that he was riſen from the dead. 
But O how vain are all the projects of men againſt the 
decrees of God! - All this-induſtry of theirs only ſerves 
to put the reſurrection of our Lord out of all diſpute; 
by rendering it abſolutely impoſſible for his diſciples 
(had their terrours and troubles allowed them ſo much 
as the firſt thought of ſuch an unheard of enterprize) to 
ſteal him away, tho' they had ever ſo great a deſire of 
W it. So true is that of the wiſeman, Prov. xxi. 30. 
| There * no wiſdom, there is no prudence, there is no 
_ againſt the Lord. (IND ad 
onſider 2dly, how ny in the morning, on Eaſter 
Sunday, being the third day, the day appointed for 


our Lord's reſurrection, his ſoul returns in triumph | 


from the regions below, and entering into his ſacred 


ogy. imparts to it a new and immortal life; and in- | 
ſtead of the winding ſheet, in which it had been wrapt i 


Vor. I. T up, 
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up, cloaths it now with all the glorious qualities; decreed I th 
for the bodies of the ſaints, in a ſupereminent degree: re 
and fo brings it forth without reſiſtance, through the fo. 
monument (tho' hewed out of a rock; and cloſe cove- pr 
red with a very great ſtone, faſtened down with irons): th 
unperceived by the guards, who were not worthy" toto 
ſee him, in this glorious ſtate. Yet that they, and all MH 
the world, might know that he was riſen indeed; they With 
felt a great earthquake; and an Angel, viſibly deſcend- ¶ ſti 
ing from heaven, removed the ſtone, that covered the re 
entrance of the monument, and fat. down upon it. de 
The ſight of this bright meſſenger of heaven carried Mu 
with it ſuch a terrour, that the guards became like men th 
dead; and aſſoon as they were able to recover them- to 
felves, run away into the city: publiſhing the wonders 
they had ſeen; till the chief prieſts and elders ſtopt their tr 
mouths with a large ſum of money. Rejoice thou my in 
foul, to ſee thy Saviour thus victorious over all his ene- 
mies: and learn from this great example, to bear: uy 
with courage under all thou may'ſt have to ſuffer from 
the wickedneſs of men; truſting in God, that he will 
one day turn all theſe thy ſufferings to thy greater 

ood. * RY u W Wd\1 4. 4AM Ky 
n Conſider 3dly, thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, which 
are applied by the church, in the office. of this day, to 

e reſurrection of our Lord. This is the day which thi 
2559 hath made: let us be glad, and rejoice therein, 
Pf. cxvii. Yes, chriſtian ſquls, if you have taken 
part in the ſufferings of your Redeemer, by the affec: 
tions of compaſſion and grief, at the fight of all thoſe 
outrages, and torments he endured, in the courſe of his 
paſſion: tis juſt you ſhould rejoice, now the ſcene "1: 
changed, at the ſight of his being riſen from the dead, 
| yictorious over death and hell; and his being now en; 

tered upon a new and everlaſting life: ſo that he cat die 
now no more, nor ſuffer any more. Rejdice then 
with a holy joy, in the Lord : and join With the 
church on this day in, ber repeated alleluias: becajiſe 


your, belt friend, your true lover, your dear, fare. 
—4 King, Your Lord and God, $' riſen again * Ad 


, 


this 


"very Day in the Mar. 
ed chis is tthe day of his triumph: he is now ut of all 


e: reach of his enemies; and ſhall live and reign glorioſs 
ne ot evermore. But ſee, my ſoul, whether thou art in 


e- proper diſpoſitions, to aelabrate.arith this holy, joy, 


s) MW the reſurrection of thy Lord? Haſt thou endeayaured, 
to to die with him, in 53 to riſe again with, bim 


Ul Haſt chou put off the old man and his deeds? Haſt 


mou crucified the fleſh and its luſts? Or does not fin; 
J- WI til! live and reign in thee? If ſo; how melancholy'a: 
xe Wreflexion-muſft it be, to think that this monſter, for the 
t. ¶ deſtruction of which Chriſt died, ſhould ſtill keep theg 
d {Wunder flavery, ſtrugling with the worſt of deaths, while 
thou art celebrating e feſtival of thy Saviour's "ling. 
— — 1 
Conclude, if thou deſireſt to have a fans. in 120 
triumphs of thy redeemer, to imitate his death, by dy- 
ing to thy ſins; chat ſo thou mayſt alſo inhitate; his reſury. 
ion; and walk henceforward-in the newneſs of liſe, 
1 Kane Feat model, "grey thee by e, 


Exfber Mond. Sf of 


"> kv IN ty 
o the + im we are to learn from 65 ae, IT 
reftion of Jeſus Cbriſt. 8 


JONSIDE R firſt, that cording Mee 
of the apoſtle, Rom. iv. 25. Chrift wes deliverid 
; hy to death for our ſins: and roſe again far our Juftifin 
ation :. inaſmuch. as his. ri again from dead, 

as deſig ned to be the model of our reſurrection, from 
he Aon of fin to the life of grace. But in what 
uſt, our reſurrection imitate that of Jeſus. Chriſt # 
irſt we muſt i imitate him, by riſing, verily and indes ; 


TR 18% truly and really ly; and not in of Hater, 1 
5 pretend 


ow. many, at this time 

0 kite again with Chriſt, by going to confeſſion and 
ommunion, according to the cuſtom of Chriſtians at 
his ſeaſon: and yet after all only deceive. themſelves, 


xd impoſe upon others, with falſe appearances of life 3 
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but by haluss: their heart is: not changed: they, do. not 
— — their: ns: their pretend —— . 
vection / is but an empty airy phantom: they are ſtill 
dead in their ſins. Sec my ſoul, that this be never th 
leaſe;.. Ahl what will it — thee, to deceive thyſelf 
„and th vi confeſtor,; with theſę treacherous appearance: 
of a fle life. le onlyſerre: plugs ner 
deeper into 1 deaths! Þ 3 
Conſider 2dly, that when Chriſt roſe ain om : 
dead, hepreſently. quitted 2 left his wind 
ing beet behind bim; and retained nothing at all of 
| death:-and from that time he had little converſation 
with mortals; but only with his heavenly Father: 
to teach us, tas if we would riſe with him to the 
purpoſe; we muſt alſo quit our winding ſheets, and 
-monuments, .and all the appurtenances of death ; by 
renounci - bad company, BAY the dangerous occa- 
ſions of In; by keeping our paſſions under; and by 
«breaking the forceof all former bad habits ; till no op 
toms of death remain in us. But then, in order to 
in this newneſs of life, e muſt aim as much as we c my 
to walk with God, by an inward: ſolitude, and a re- 
. "colledtion of ſpirit; and to have our converſation. in 
heaven, by ſrequent and FIT) prayer. Give ear toi 
the apoſtle, Coloſ. iii. If 3 on with Chriſt, feet 
the things that are above, "bets brift is ſitting at 2 
right hand of God; mind the things that are above; 
not the things that are upon earth, For you are dead; 
and your life is tid with Chrift in God, I hen Chrift 


ſhall appear, who is your life ; then ſhall you àlſe up- 
| pear with him in glory. that we were always pol- 
ſedſſed with theſe ſentiments ! O that we keto jo" 
all things elſe, that we might truly live in ha 75 
| (Chriſt, and through. Chriſt ! | 
| > Conſider 3dly, that Chri/f rife ing again from 4 4 
| | daath: kow no more, death ſhall no more ha 251 
ever him; Rom. vi. 9. 80 that, if we would Lac E his 
|  - reſurre&ion, we muſt alſo riſe in ſuch. manner from 
the death of fin, as to die no more, by returning again 
| +319 more be, our. fins ; but te reckan e 
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50 Wafd, ts bagead 10' fin; hut alive! to @od;.:in Cling? 
F. fs ul Beru. vrt. Fhis then is leſſon e 
til tend fron” the reſurrection of Chriſt: we thuaſt- 
by WY riſe with bien, . as to continue forever 16-live-with 
elt him; and to return no more to the dotminiom of 
cer death. Ah f cheiſtians, if you be now! rien indeed, 
ec BY from the death of ſin, 2 the life of gractij drhnd a le- 
cond death, by relapſing into mortal ſin) above all 
4 other evils, that ean poſſibly befal you. O 1 remember, 


that if the devil, who has bern now caſt out of your 
of WW Wal, ſhould- take on of — by-a 


* relapſe,” he would bring ee eber ſpir uss 
er: —_ wicked" than *himpelf's and 2 77 Fate would be i 
he 7 thin tie 7 80. Xii. 4 ge tei sh . 

nd nelude 2 hearty reſolirich of imitating; in 

2 " theſe patticulats; the: reſurrection of our Lord. But 

©” By eſpecially take precautions againſt returning anyx 
by ct ee Nor dee dftin; after riſing with Chriſt to a 


new life. To prevent an evil, be in 
all your tekgivus duties; be conſtant and ſetvent in 
prayer; flee afl dangerdus oceaſtons; and vkgep up in 
your ſoul 4 
fin. O! 


beg of God daily and hourly, that you may 
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. gur Lord 's ſheting himſelf to his Af af 


ter his reſurrection. 


Aden 


* 


FX manifeſting himſelf to them immediately 
er 


krestion. As to his bleſſed mother, tho 


mot, and pattook more than any 
rows 67 his paſſion, ſo ſhe might Is in the 
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perpetual: horrour for that hellifh monſtor | 
4 rather die a — ang — than once conſent 0 = 


YONSIDER fl, the haſte that our Lord ume 
to * his bleffed mother and his afflicted di © 


9055 in 8 Lene." we cannot doubt, but ſhe was 
aybüteck with an early viſtt; that as ſhe loved him 
other in the ſor- 
Joy of his 
elutte.Aoti. Len my — way | 
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fooctheb alſo to expefiłnce ſomething ofiqhe wiſics and 
—— is to ſuffer, — to lobe. — 7 
women, that went early in the morning to e 
monument, with | their/ ſweet ſpices and ointments, to 
perfume” the body; of our; Lord, were likewiſe/fayoured; 
firſt with a Viſion of Angus; and then with the ſighi of 
Chriſt himſelf: to us that tho —— And 
Chriſt, is to riſe — him; to; go in queſt 
ol him, with the aromatical perfumes andent de 
ſires and devout affections; and to perſevere in the 
ſeatch, without being diſcquragetl with apprehenſions 
of; difficulties,» and oppoſitions. Theſe: holy women 
were concerned, who. ſhould 70ll away the fone: for 
them from the monument, that hey might come ut 
the body of our Lord, for it was exceeding great: but lo 
when they came to the place, they found the ſtone was 
rolled away to their hands: to teach us, that if we 
continue conſtant in our good reſolutions, God will 
remove thoſe difficulties we —— or enable (us 
| by bis grace to overcome them. 219*109 915102 
Confider adly, the > Amar we Land was as pleaſed-to 
he to penitent ſinners, at his reſurrection, by honoùr- 
ing Magdalene amongſt women, and Peter a 
men, With his firſt viſits. Magdalene, from the time 
| -of her converſion, had a adhered to our Lord: 
ſhe followed him even to the croſs; ſne attended on him 
| -thete till he gave up the ghoſt ; ſhe ſaw his body laid in 
| he: monument; and aſter the repoſe of the Sabbath 
lay 3 ſhe was up before light, = was the firſt at the 
monument with her perfumes: when ſhe found dim 
not, ſhe ran to the apoſtles, to tell them the body 
Was taken away. Peter and John ran to the monu- 
| ment; and finding there the linnen-cloths without the 
ee went their, way home again: but Magdalene 
| Maid, and.continued her ſearch, weeping and tameht- 
Ang, that ſhe could not find him whocm her:ſaub loved ; 
| | till at length ſhe ſaw his heavenly. meſſengers, and 
mhortly aſter himſelf in perſon: and was ſent! by him 
as an apoſtle, to carry £0 the apoſtles themſelres o ihe 
|: W tidings of his refurrection. O happy tears f 
love 
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away; But our Lord was pleaſed to remove this er- 


there confeſs his crime: and how lovingly was he ra- 1 


ee the a2. ans Y 


love : O, happy perſeverance}: O ſer my ſoub tho 
feek thy: T«drd irthe like namner, and thou wilt infalli- 
bly n ire „dt n le ι 2801 non] booy B 

Conſider dly, that Peter, who. from the time af 
his fall, had been | weeping and-bitterly be- 
watling his ſms, was the I SEP 
faudured with the fight of aur Lord, 1 Gor, V. 511 And 
Luke, xxiv. 33. At the firſt news, brought by Mag- 
dalene;; of Is Grady body being miſſing, he took 
the alarm, and ran to the monument; and not finding 
the body there, went home, bolieving it had been taken ⁵⁶ 


rour, by manifeſting himſelf to him; and ſhewing him 
that body alive, (which: he had: ſought among che dead. 
O: what: fentiments of confuſion, and repentance; for 

his having denied this Lord of glory; mixed withva |} 
holy j — the ſight of his being now riſen from the 
— dabe foul of this apoſtle, upon this occaſion! {i 
O how didche caſt himſelf at the feet of his Lord; and 


oeived to mercy, and favoured upon the ſpot with a 
plenary indulgence and ablolution ! And not only that; 
but to ſhew the unſpeakable bounty of our Lord to 
repenting ſinners; a little while after, when our Lord | 
manifeſted himſelf to him again, St. Jahn Xi; he 
; was pleaſed to advance him to the ſupreme» paſtorat 3 i 
over all ms flock, by committing to him all his 
Mag and all Niers. and to promiſe: him the :gtory ||; 
of Following him, even to the dying upon a croſs, for 
him" all in conſequence of that moſt ardent love: 
of Which he three times required a profeſſion of him, | 
i(Loveft thou me more than e a5 it were in oppoli- 1 
tion to his three denialss. 416, eee ol 
29 |@onchude, whatever thy caſe may be, and however | 
thou may ſt have denied thy Saviour; by: word or dedd, N 9 
to return now to him by repentance and love; and if 1 
„ but Ans be as red as fearlet, they fhalb he made as white 6, 
Ifais i. 18. Love is the thorteſt _ man Wi; 
din of ins, and at denen er cad M Aon + if 
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| 075 our Lord's ſewing 'him wel to the A going 
1 . +. F6 Emmaus, . 1 % vet 
1 ONSIDER ho two of the diſciples, 
2 ing from Jean 5 neighbouring town dl 
Etämals, on the very day of our Lord's s reſurrection, 


while they were diſcour ſing together in the and 
making him the ſubject of their converſation . alſo 


favoured, wicht His —— in ſuch manner as not 
to know him. them in che way, and 
joined tf their See dd after upbraiding them with 
their lownefs of be ained to thin? the ferip- 


tures, that related to his paffon and reſurrection; and 
enkindled in their hearts the fire of deyotion. See; 
Chriſtians, the great advantage of pious converfation; 
ſuch [eſpecially as has Chriſt for its ſubjeR : it even 
draws him down from heaven into our company. We 
may, in ſome meaſure. apply to it what dur Lord fays, 
St. Matt. xviii. 20. IWhere there are two or three $a" 
thered together in my name, there am I in the midſt” of 
them, What a pity then there ſhould be generally 
little of God in the converſation. of Chriftfans Alas, 
how can this forgetfulneſs of God be reconciled with 
| our loving him? We naturally. t to ſpeak of what 
| we lors. for from the abundance of the heart ths mouth 
how then can we Hatter ourſelves tliat the 
| | love ors God is the maſter of our hearts, when we i 
| feldom care to ſpeak of him. Surely this is not the * way 
| to engage Chriſt to be in'our company. 
| OE, der 2dly, that our Lord add at >. 
| | "by theſe diſciples, becauſe their faith in him was wes 
and imperfect. See, my ſoul, if the weakneſs of thy 
faith be not alſo the reaſon, why he does not manifeſt 
| | himſelf to thee, ſo as to let thee know him indeed, as the 
| | Saints have done. St. Gregory takes notice that theſe 
| | diſciples were not enlightned, ſo as to know Chriſt, 
| | "whilſt they only heard his words: but were quickly 
Y en- 


* i 10 en t 
| Eafter-I Wedmſaay. - * 


enlightened, in the fulfilling of his commandments, 

the exercice of hoſpitality and charity : to teach us, that 
the way to come at the ſcnowledge of God, and of thoſe 
truths, which as yet we are ignorant of, is ta practiſe, 
to the beſt of our power, what we know already of his 


heavenly will. Fheſe diſciples” u- our Lord in the | 


breaking of bread. :, to teach vs, that there is no bet 
way to come at the perfection of the knowledge an 


love of. God, than a worthy participation of the bread 


of life in the bleſſed euchariſt. „ 

Conſider. 3dly, how theſe diſciples took notice, that 
their heart was burning within them ; whilſt they were 
in che company of our Lord, and enjoyed his heavenly 
conyerſation,,. St. Luke xxiv. 32. "My ſoul, doſt thou. 


defire to experience ſomething of theſe ſacred flames: 


Seek them in the company and converſation of Chriſt. 
Alas ! the reaſon why thou art ſo lukewarm, or rather 


downright cold, in thy devotions, is the continual diſſi- 


pation of thy thoughts at other times, and a habit of in- 
Ig 


from thee, and rob thee of his ſweet converſation. 


bow happy, mightſt thou. be, if, by baniſhing all theſs 
impertinences, by a ſpirit of recollection, thou wouldſt 
endeavour to keep thyſelf always cloſe to thy Saviour, 


and, like the ancient Saints, to walk with him ! A dili- 
genie in this would make thee begin to enjoy a heaven 
upon * F Þ WAS aged b& : 1 ; Ph 

Conclude to ſtudy well theſe leſſons, which our Lord 


* 
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always the happineſs of his company and converſation 


is thy, Fern interzour; there js ,the ſchool pf e 
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ath, ſuch di ble com any, as keep Chriſt away 


deſires we ſhould learn from his manifeſtations of him- 
elf, after, his reſurrection. But eſpecially learn to ſeek. || 
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7 our Erg manifeſting himſelf loall the as 
Luke xxiy, John XX. | 


NONSIDE R- firſt; how, on the-: aveakeg ofthe 
ſame day of our Lord's reſurrection, when the 
doors were ſhut, where the diſciples were gathered to- 
gether, for fear of the Jews; our Saviour came in, 
and ſtood in the midſt of them, and ſaid to them, 
Pace be to you ; and then ſhewed them the wounds of 
his hands, of his feet, and of his ſice. Admire the 
qualities of his glorious body, now riſen from the dead, 
| which, like a ſpirit, paſſes through the doors, and is 
ſeen-on a ſudden in the midſt of his diſciples: and yet 
| ſhews itſelf to be true and palpable fleſh, by exhibiting. 
| thoſe ſacred wounds, to be felt by their hands, Sec how 
on this occaſion, he nt once doth inforins-their faith,” 
| ang enflames' their love, by bearing about him theſt 
| marks of his paſſion, the moſt convincing teſtimonies! 
| of his love. My foul, thou baft this fame glorious bo- 
dy, with all its endowments, in the bleſſed ſacrament :/ 
| | and tho*thou neither ſeeſt it, nor feeleſt his wounds, with 
| thy bodily ſenſes, thy faith affures thee that he is there; 
and diſcovers to thy inward eye, both his whole paſſion 
| endured for the love of thee, and the glory of his reſur- 
| rection. Let this ſuffice to enkindle the fire of his love 
in thy heart : don't defire to fee, or to feel, his wounds, 
| like Thomas; .nor to lodge thy hand in his ſide,” but 
| thy heart. Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, = have 
'  belivved, John xx. 29. 1 Sinikay 
| "Conſider zdly, how our Lord faid again to his diſs: 
ciples: Peace be to your as the Father hat ſent. me, Halſe 
| | ſend you. Then breathing upon them, he ſaid: Receive, 
| | ye, the Holy Gbeſt: whoſe fins you ſhall forgive, they are 
forgiven them: and whoſe ſins you ſhall retain, they. are 
retained. See how ample this authority is, which he 
| | here imparts to his apoſtles, and to their lawful ſuccef- 
ſors; chat is to the paſtors. of his true church, deſcends.) 
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ing from the apoſtles : as his heavenly Father ſent | 
him, even ſo he ſends. them; furniſhed as he was 
with all ſpiritual power, and juriſdiction, for the rule 
of his church, and the. diſpenſation of his word, and | 
of his Sacraments; and commiſſioned by him, as he | 
was by his Father. Give thanks, my ſoul, to 10 


Saviour, for having left, for thy benefit, this amp 
power and commiſfion with the paſtors of his church; 
and furniſhed thee by this means with guides, divinely- 
commiſſioned, and divinely aſſiſted; and given to them 
the keys, that they might open heaven to thee. See 
thou despite not the ordinance of God; nor proudly 
reſiſt his commiſſioners, to thy own condemnation. 
Conſider 3dly, more in particular, the power f 
forgiving, or retaining ſins, here imparted by our Lord to 
the lawful of his Catholick church. Receive' je i 
the Holy Ghoft: faid he, whoſe fins you ſhall forgive, | 
they are forgiven to them: and whoſe fins you ſhall retain | 
they are retained. In theſe words our Lord was pleaſed* || 
to communicate his divine Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, to 
his: diſciples, and their ſucceflors ; in order to make 
them his delegates in the court of conſcience; to 
lit as judges there, to take cognizance of all ſpiritual * || 
cauſes, and to paſs ſentence, either in favour of (peni- 
tent) ſinners, to looſe them from their ſins byabſolutions, © 
or to bind them, as the caſe ſhould require, by cenſures, 
penances, or delay of abſolution. Give thanks for this 

ſacred inſtitution, ſovereignly wholefome to Chriſtian 
ſouls: in which poor ſinners, that deſire to return to 
their God, may by applying to the delegates of Chriſt, 
have the ſentence of eternal damnation, that ſtood * 
acainſt them, reverſed; and their abfolution, pro- 
nounced on earth, ratified. in heaven; upon the 'eafy | 
conditions of an humble and ſecret confeſſion, joined 

with a hearty: repentance: and in conſequence of 
ſuch ablolution, maybe again received, and admitted to 
the participation of all thoſe goods, from which their - 
r 1 | 23. 
Conelude to adore, praiſe and give thanks to our 


ſins had excluded them. 
Lord ſor all thoſe bleſſings he brought with him, at 
gill his 
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his reſurrection; and not only imparted to his diſciples 
then living; but entailed upon his church forever. 
Particularly acknowledge, and embrace that laſt legacy, 
of his perpetual preſence with his church, which he be- 

d on the ſame occaſion, in the three laſt verſes of 
the goſpel of St. Matthew, when he faid : All power 
is given to me in heaven, and in earth. Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations &c. and behold I am with you all 


days, even to the conſummation of the world. - 


Eafter Friday. 
On ſtbe peace of a Chriſtian. EY 
ONSIDER firſt, that as our Saviour, the night 
before his paſſion, bequeathed his peace to his diſ- 
ciples, ſaying, St. John xiv 27. Peace. I leave with 
you, my peace I give to you: So alſo after his reſurection, 
he three times wiſhed them his peace ſaying, Peace be 
to you. St. John xx. But what kind of peace is this 
that he ſo much inculcates, and fo earneſtly defires to 
impart to us? Not the peace which the world 
to give; which is falſe and deceitſul, like itfelf: they 
ſay peace, peace, and there is no peace. Ezek. xiii; 10. 
But the peace of God which ſurpaſſeth all under landing, 
Philip. iv. 7. A threefold peace; viz a peace of the 
ſoul with God; a peace with every neighbour; and a 
peace with herſelf. *Tis both the duty, and the ha! 
pineſs of a Chriſtian to maintain this triple peace. And 
firſt, whoſoever deſires any degree of happineſs, either 
here, or hereafter, muſt take care to keep an inviolable 
peace with God, by ever fleeing wilful ſin; which is 
at enmity with For how can there be any good 
for them, that are at war with God? who bath 


reſiſted him, and bath | had peace? Job lr. . 1'Tibe 
wicked are like the raging fea, which tannot re: um 
" the waves thereof caſt up dirt and mire: ibi is 
no peace for the wicked: ſaith the Lord Gu. Iſui. Wk. 
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Conßder adly, that the Chriſtian cannot maintain 
his rar with God, if he does not alſo follow peace with 
all men, Heb: xiit 14, and, as much as lies in him, 
keep peace with all men, Rom. xii; 18. For as no 
man can love God, that does not love his neighbourg 
r. gt. John iv : fo no man can be at peace with God, 
that breaks peace with his neighbour. PFis then 
another branch, both of the duty, and of the happineſo, 
of a Chriſtian, to be at peace with every man; at leaſh 
as far as lies in him, and in the unfeigned diſpoſition 
of his ſoul: to renounce all animoſity, and rancour ; 
all diſcord and contention ; all malice. and envy ; and 
whatſoever elle. is . oppoſite, to fraternal charity: and to 


learn to bear, and to forbear; which are the two great 


means of keeping peace with-our neighbours; when, oz 
our parts, we forbear giving them any offence, or pr 

vocation, either by word, or deed ; and, at the ſame 
time, bear with Chriſtian meekneſs and charity, with all 
the; gifences or provocations we receive at their hands 
ans ſtri ve to overcome them, by rendering good for 
Mile Ohew amiable is this character of the peace- 
able Okriſtian ! O how much happier is ſuch a ſoul, 
than one that is always in war, with one neighbour or 
another; and always in a ſtorm at home, in his own, 
ingeriourn > - „„ N e F 9 
Conſider ꝗgdly, that another neceſſary. branch of the 
Cbbiſtiame peage; is to be at peace within himſelf; by 


> Þ 


ifzibetobanifh;;from! his own interiour whatſoever: 


man diſtacbghe tranquillity of his ſoul. This inward: 
peabes when, it is perfect, is a certain foretaſte of 
heaven; it is 2 kind of a heaven upon earth. In ſuch 
— is Fi c us of whom the royal 
praphet ſings; Pf. lxxv. that his place is in peace, and his. 
akade in Sion. To come at this happy peace, (beſides 
taking gare ; to kgep peace with God, by a clean do 
ſeiance; and with every neighbour, by concord and 
charity), we muſt have our paſſions mortified; our af 
fections well ordered and regulated; and our deſires: 
reſtrained: we muſt, baniſh- all hurry, and over eas 

„ all ſadneſs and melancholy ; all ſcrupulous 
Vor. I, U fears, 
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fears, anxious cares, and uneaſineſs about the things ” 


of the world: and, above all things, and in all things, 
we muſt conform ourſelves to the holy will of God. 
Practiſe theſe leſſons, my _ ſoul, and thou wilt be at 
peace: at leaſt as far as the condition of thy mortal pil- 
grimage will allow of, | hvac | 
Conclude ever to aim at this threefold peace, with 
thy God, with thy neighbour, and with thyſelf: pray 
daily for it: and whatſoever fear, affection, or deſire, 
or any other thing whatſoever, offers to diſturb thy 
| Heart, ſhut the door againſt it, as an enemy, as a meſ- 
ſenger of Satan, who comes to rob thee of thy treaſure, 
the peace of thy ſoul. | 


Eafter-Saturday. 
On perſeverance in good, | 
C ON SID ER firſt, that every Chriſtian ought, 

at this time, purſuant to the precept of the church 
of God, to have made his peace with God, and to 
have ſigned and ſealed it with a worthy communion. 
So that it is the buſineſs of every Chriſtian, now at leaſt, 
to begin a new life; and to walk henceforward, in the 
newneſs of life, even to the end. Be thou faithful until 
death; and I will give thee the crown of life, ſaith 
our Lord, Apoc. ii. 10. Alas! what will it avail us to 
have made a good beginning at this time; if, after hav- 
ing been enlightened, and having taſted the heavenly 
gift, and been made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 
| Heb. vi. 4, we ſhould quickly fall away, and return 
to our former darkneſs, and to the huſks of ſwine, un- 
der the flavery of Satan? Would not our latter condition 
become worſe than the former ? That this may never 


be our caſe, we muſt conſider upon the means, that 


. may effectually preſerve us from relapſing into mortal ſin . 
and that may maintain us in the happy ſtate of the 
grace and love of God. In particular, we muſt labo 
-to'' eſtabliſh in our ſouls a horrour of the dreadful eyil 
of ſin, and of all the dangerous occaſions of 1 
| 1 : keep 


hi we AJ 


E 
C 
{ 
C 
3 
0 
t 
8 
2 
| 
0 
1 


every Day in the Year. 219 


W keep,up in ourſelves a penitential ſpirit, for what is 


paſt; joined with a lively ſenſe of that infinite merey, 
that kept us ſo long out of hell; and ſo graciouſly 
received his prodigal children, when they offered to re- 
turn to him; and with a firm' reſolution (which ſhould 
be renewed every day, and every hour) for no confi; 
deration whatſoever, to turn our backs upon him any 
more by wilful fin, O how happy is that Chriſtian, 
who is ever ready to lay down his life, rather than to 
return any more to fin ! 

Conſider 2dly, that another great means to perſevere 
in good, is to live by rule and order: to renounce an 
idle life, as the mother of all evil; and to regulate our 
time, and all our daily exercices; to be conſtant in 
the performance of our devotions, and in frequenting 
the ſacraments; and to take care to do well all that we 
do. Sanctity, and perfection, does not fo much depend 
upon daing extraordinary actions, as upon doing, our 
ordinary > extraordinarily well: now we ſhall do 
them extraordinarily well, if we do them with a pu 
intention, for the love of God; and if we take cate 
ſeaſon them with frequent and fervent aſpirations to 
God. Thus, like the ancient Saints, ſhall we walk with 
God, and be perfect. This is the ſureſt way to per- 


ſeverance. 


Conſider 3dly, that, in order to perſeverance in grace, 


it will be allo neceſſary to ſet out, and to continue, in 
a full perſwaſton and conviction, that we have not-a 


more dangerous enemy to our ſouls, than our own. | 


ſelf-love, with all its branches and paſſions; that the 
gratifying our own humours, is gratifying a mortal 
enemy; that we muſt deny ourſelves, renounce our- 
ſelves, and hate ourſelys in this life, if we would fave 


our ſouls for eternity. In a word, the mortification of 


our paſſions, and the total victory over ourſelves, is 


the ſovereign means of perſeverance, In order to this, 
2 Chiiſtian ought to ſtudy well to know himſelf, |! 
and the true ſtate of his own interigur: that he mag 


diſcover what paſſions are predominant there; and 
may turn all the forces * ſoul againſt them, till he 
F * 49 : —— 2 1 
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diſe of God. Apoc. ii. 7. 


commit a mortal fin ! 


generation and renopation in the Holy Ghoſt ; inaſmuch 
| as we, who, by our natural birth from the old Adam, 
were born in ſin, children of. wrath, ſtaves of Satan, 
and liable to an eternal damnation ; are cleanſed from 
fin, and /an#ifyed, in this ſacrament, by the lader of 
water in the word of life, Eph. v. 25, in virtue of the 
blood of Chriſt, here applied to our ſouls: and by vir- 
tue of the ſame we receive a new birth: by which we are 
regenerated and renewed, being born again of water and 
the Holy Ghoft,' St. John iii. 5, to a new and everlaſt- 
ing life; and are made children of the living God, and 
| Heirs of his eternal kingdom. See, my ſoul, and ad- 

| mire the riches of the bounty of thy God, poured out 
in thy favour, in this facrament. © But Of take care! 
never to forfeit theſe excellent treaſures by fin, nor to 


has quite ſubdued them. This warfare is one of the 
Moſt eſſential duties of every diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt: 
no one ſhall be crowned by him, that has-not fought, 
and conquered himſelf. - To him that overcometh, he 
will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the. Para- 


Conclude in order to perſeverance in good, to practiſe 
well all theſe leſſons, and particularly to be earneſt 
with God in .prayer, that he may be thy keeper, to 
keep thee from . O beg of God every day, that 
thou mayſt rather die a thouſand deaths, than once 


Low-Sunday. 
Hd hon e 7" 


FYONSIDER firſt, that we are often put in 

mind by the church, in the office of this time, 
of our baptiſm;' to the end we may be rightly ſenſible 
of the dignity, to which we have been raiſed by this 
ſacrament ; and of the obligations incumbent upon us 
in conſequence of the ſame. Baptiſm is to our fouls the 
gate of life, an introduction to all that is good. It is 
called by the apoſtle, Tit. iii. 3. The lauer of re- 


degenerate 


egenerate from this heavenly birth, by an unworthy 
ohverſation. Ba 87 
Conſider adly, that, by baptiſm, we are incorporated 


body, which is his church: we are made Chriſtians; ' 


e pefore were not his people, are now the people of God 
t Mr. Pet. ii. 10. a choſen generation, - a kingly prieſthood, a 
o poly nation, a purchaſed people, called out of darkneſs 


nto the admirable light of Chriſt: v. 9. We are dedi- 
ated, ſanctified and conſecrated to God, by this ſa- 
rament, to be irrevocably his; eternally devoted to 
his divine love. O happy dedication! O my ſoul, how: 
ittle haſt thou hitherto reflected on theſe truths! How 
little haſt thou configered the dignity conferred upon 


dedicated to God, ought to remain always his : and that 


dicated to God in baptiſm. 


e us, are baptized in his death: for we are buried to- 
is Netber with him by baptiſm unto death: that as Chriſt is 


-en from the dead, by the glory of the Father, ſo we alſa 


h ey walk in newneſs of life, Rom. vi. 3.4. Knowing this, 
„ that our. old man is crucified with him, that the body of 


n Chriſt, and made living members of his myſtical: 


tis a ſacrilege to profane or violate what is once con- 
jecrated to him. See then, how pure and holy thy 
whole life ought to be, in conſequence of thy being de- 
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prethren of Chriſt, and temples of his holy Spirit: we who 


hee in baptiſm! O Remember, that what is once 


Conſider 3dly, that all we who are baptized in Chriſt 


„ In map becdeftirayed, and that we may ſerue ſin no langer. 


n v. 6. ſo that henceforward, in conſequence of our bap- 
um, we muſt reckon N dead to fin, but alive ta 
ie) | God, in Ghrift Jeſus aur Lord, v. 1 1. ahd therefore, we 

In not let fin reign in our mortal body, ſa as to obey the 


(ihe: dead dies natu no mare, as death fhall na mare haue 
E ominian pen him, v. 9. fo we muſt now die no mor 


d by in, i muſt no more have dominion enen. D i 


I Jes at of us ar have been baptizedin Chriſt; have pit 


gory 


iN fon Chriſt, Gal iil. 27, and ought to live fo, as to 


hem faith the life of Chriſt, in our mortal fleſh: that 
w we may. be able to ſay with the 2poſtle ; I live, now! 


re P16,.1S019959:) VU 3 not 
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I, but Chriſt liveth in mes Gal. ii. 20:11. Chriſtians 
compare your lives with theſe divine leſſons: ſee what 
they ought to be, by the obligation of your baptiſm and 
ſiee what they have hitherto been. And now, at leaſt, 
labour in earneſt to begin to live, worthily of your cal. 
ling, and of the glorious name and character of a 
Chriſtian, and of a child of Gd. 
Conclude, to bear always in mind both the dignity, 
to which you have been raiſed by your baptiſm, and 
the obligations of it: and ever to ſhew forth in your 
lives, that you are Chriſtians indeed, by a conſtant imi- 
in ur both of the death and reſurrection of the Son of 
med; t 1% ac tog n of mind th, fy 


_— 


© 25. On the covenant of baptiſm. _. 


AONSIDER firſt, that, in baptiſm, we make 
aua a ſolemn: covenant with God; by which he, on 
his part, adopts us for his children; admits us to all the 
great and glorious advantages and prerogatives which 
belong to his children; and gives us an unqueſtionable 
right and title to the inheritance of his everlaſting 
kingdom. But then, all this is upon articles; to which 
ue, on our part, hind ourſelves, by the ſtrongeſt engage- 
ments and vows; which, if we violate, in that moment 
we forfeit: both the dignity of children of God, and al] 
the other excellent treaſures we received at our baptiſm, 
together with all title either to the favour, or the king-- - 
dom, of God. The firſt of theſe articles, by which we 
engage ourſelves to God in baptiſm, is the promiſe we] 
there make, ever to adhere to him, o a firm and con- 
tant faith of all his divine truths. My ſoul, haſt thouſſ. 
been true to this part of thy covenant ?- The faith, 
which thou haſt promiſed, was not a barren ſpecula- ! 
tive belief, like that of thoſe who mate profeſſion off 

| Arowing God, but deny him in their works, Tit. i. Butff 
) afaiththat worketh by charity, Gal. v. 6: A faith thatY | 
Lv . 6158 (31 4-4 3.43 e ee 
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ſheweth itſelf by thy life: the juſt. man liveth by faith, 


at Hath thy faith been ſuch ? 12 ni 

nd  Confider 2dly, that another article of our baptiſmal 
1, covenant was to wage a perpetual war with Satan; to 
1-H renounce him forever, with all his works of darkneſs | 
2 Md fin, and all-his-pomps of worldly pride, and vain 
glory: and to adhere, to God, by a ſtrict and perpe- 
y, tual allegiance to his divine 2 My ſoul, what 
na has thy life hitherto been? Haſt thou kept this cove- 
ur nant? Haſt thou effectually renounced Satan? Haſt 
1i- thou conſtantly waged war againſt that uſurper, that 


cruel tyrant, that mortal enemy of thy God? Or haſt 
thou not ſuffered him to take poſſeſſion of thee again 
by fin? Haſt thou not been, all thy life long, his 
ſlave? Have not his works, and his pomps, had a 
greater ſhare in thy affections, than thy duty and al- 
legiance to thy God? O be confounded at thy paſt I 
diſloyalty, and breach of covenant! O dread the con- 
ke ſequences of this perfidiouſneſs! Repent and amend; * } 
on Conſider 3dly, that in our baptiſm, we alſo engage 

he ourſelves to a ſtrict obſervance of the whole law, and | 
chil the commandments of our heavenly Father, our king, 
ble and our God; but more eſpecially of the great com- 
ing mandment of loving him with our” whole. heart, with . 
ich our whole ſoul, with our whole mind, and with our whole | 
ge- firength; and of loving our neighbours as ourſelves, For, 
ent inaſmuch as he there adopts us for his children and his 
all heirs, in return, he ſtrictly requires of us the obedience 1 
m, due from children to ſuch a Father; with a love of li 
g- preference of him before all things elſe, and a perpetual || 
we] conformity in all things to his bleſſed will. See now, 
we] my ſoul, upon how many titles thou belongeſt to God; 
on- and art bound to love him, and to ferve him, with all 
ou thy powers. Thou art his by creation: he made thee 
th, for himſelf. Thou art his by redemption: the Son of 
la-! God has purchaſed thee with his own blood : Ah, at 
2 how dear a rate]! Thou art his by dedication; being 
But] conſecrated to him in baptiſm. And thou art his by 
mat] all the artieles of the covenant, then made with him. 
eth | . Con- 


| 
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Conelude to obſerve, henceforward atleaſt, theſe thy 
baptiſmal vows: and, ſince God claims thy whole 
being upon ſo many titles ; ;give.thyſelf.to him, without 
reſerve, for time and eternity, by perfect obedience, 
conformity and love. O beg of him continually, that 
nothing in life or death may ever be Able, to ſeparate 
(pe any more from him. | | 


T veſday after Low- 8 


On the ceremonies of baptiſm. 


ON 8 IDE R firſt, that the ancient ceremonies, 
2 uſed by the Catholic church, in adminiſtring bap- 
tiſm, are very- inſtructive; inaſmuch as they. ſhew, 
forth both theeffects of this ſacrament in the =_ andthe 
quties incumbent on them that receive it. The perſon, 
that is to be baptized, is initiated as it were in Chriſt; 
by proſeſſing his deſire of coming to him, by faith, and 
the obſervance of the commandments; and then re- 
ceiving upon his forehead, and upon his breaſt, the ſign 
of the croſs: to ſignify that the croſs and paſſion of Chriſt 
is the ſource of all our good; that by this ſacrament. | 
ve are dedicated to Chriſt n and muſt ever 
wear his badge both on our forehead, and in our heart, 
| Then the catechumen is ſeaſoned, as it were, ſor bap- 

| tiſm, by a grain of alt, ſolemnly bleſſed for that pur- 

| poſe; to ſignify the ſalt of true wiſdom, and that chri- 
| ſtian prudence and diſcretion, which ought to ſeaſon all 
ve do; as alſo the ſeaſoning of divine grace, which, 
is to keep the ſoul from the corruption of ſin. More- 
over, to make room for the Spirit of God, to come. and 
take poſſeſſion ot the ſoul, and to fix his dwelling there. 
| the devil is caſt out by ſolemn exorgi{ms; exſufflations, 
and prayers; and the ſenſes of the ſoul are ogened as 
it were to God, by the application of the ſpittle tothe 

ears and with the Ephpbetha pronounced; in 
ana of our Lord, Mark. vii, 34. 0 oy great: 
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mult that grace be, for which the foul is prepare fo 
many myſterious ceremonies !' bd 

Conſider 2dly, that, after this, follows the folemn re- 
nunciation of Satan, and of all his works, and of all N 
his pomps; as a declaration of an eternal war againſt 
this mortal enemy: and then to give us to underſtand 
what kind of arms we are to furniſſi ourſelves with for 
this warfare, we are anointed with be tas arr oil. on 
the breaſt, and between the ſhoulders, to fignify by this 
outward anion, the inward unction of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and of his fortifying grace; here given to ſtrengthen our 
breaſts with - chioky, to love, and to keep the - 
divine ———— A and to give force to our fhoul- 
ders, to take up our crols ; ; and to bear, in a Chriſtian | 
manner, all the labours, difficulties, and adverſities of 
this mortal pilgrimage. To which is added, immedi- 
ately after baptiſm, another unction, on the top of the | 
head, with the holy Chriſm ; to-ſignify - our being by-» || 
baptiſm” incorporated in Chriſt, hey great anointed of | 
the Lord, and being folemnly conſecrated to God for 
ever, by the rintion of his grace; as all ſuch things, 
as are anointed with the holy Chriſm, are by the church | 
dedicated to God forever. Hence all Chriſtians are 
called by St. Peter a kingly prie/thood, from partaking 
in the dignity of Chriſt, and being anointed through 
him with that holy union, with which God has of 
old anointed _ prieſts, r kings, and mare | 
tyrs. b vis 141 

Conſider zdly, that, immediately after baptiſm, we. 
are alſo cloathed with a white linnen garment, which 
the miniſter of God gives us with theſe words: Remy | 
ceive this white garment, which thou ' ſhalt carry withb- 
out ſpot or ftain, before the judgment ſeat of our Lord 
Jeſus 0 that thou mayſt have eternal life: Amen. 

And then, in alluſion to the parable of the' virgins, that 
went forth, with their lamps, to meet the bridegroom, | 
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St. Matt. xxvi : and of the ſervants, that with their 
lights-in their hands, were ever ready to open the door. [| 
to their Lord, St. Luke xii, we receive a lighted ta- 
per in our hand with theſe words: Receive this burn- | 


ing ll 
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ing hight : ang beep thy baptiſm, ſo as to be tuithout re 
proof. Keep the commandments of God, that when the 
Lord fall come to his nuptials, thou mayft meet him, 
together with all the Saints, in the heauenly court, and 
maxſt live with bim, for ever and ever, Amen. Which 
ceremonies. put us in mind of the ſtrict obligation of 
leading a holy and innocent life, after baptiſm : of 
holding forth the light of ſaith in our lamps, to the 
| * edification of all men; and keeping them ever burn- 
ing with the oil of charity and good works, till we th: 
meet our Lord in his heavenly kingdom. ch 
Conclude, from the conſideration of all theſe myſte- W an 
rious ceremonies uſed in baptiſm, to ſettle in thy ſoul a me 
great idea both of the dignity, and of the obligations Il ctc 
of a Chriſtian: and to make it the buſineſs of thy ſec 
life to correſpond both with the one, and the other. ſtr 
But O take care, above all things, not to ſtain that G 
robe of innocence by wilful ſin! _ 


Wedneſday after Low-Sunday. IB. 
On the evil of falling | from the grace of baptiſm. th 


C ONSIDER firſt, that how much the greater the hi 

dig nity is, to which we are raiſed in baptiſm ; and I ct 
how much the more excellent the advantages are which pr 
we there receiye; together with the ineſtimable trea- de 
ſures of baptiſmal innocence, grace, and ſanctity; ſo n 
much the more diſmal is that fall, by which we for- 
feit, and loſe in a moment, all that dignity, with all 
thoſe advantages, and treaſures. A dreadful fall in- 
deed ! by which the poor ſoul falls from heaven to hell, 
from God to the devil; from being a child of God, to 
be a flave of Satan, and of ſin, that is worſe than 
Satan ;; from being the ſpouſe of Chriſt, to be the pro- 
itute of unclean ſpirits; from being the temple. of 
the Holy Ghoſt, to be the habitation of the wicked 
one, This abominable tyrant, in the very moment 
the fins, enters in, and takes poſſeſſion of her; he rqbs 
her at once of all her treaſures, of virtue, grace, and 
42 | merit, 
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ent, of all her ſhate in Jeſus Chriſt; of all her right 
and title to his kingdom, and of all true peace and joy 3 
and, in exchange for all theſe good things, he offers 
her nothing but- hufks of ſwine, which cannot ſatisfy 
her appetite ; *** but mere toys, and fooleries; 
poiſonous baits which delude her with a — ar 
fweetneſs, preſently followed with a bitter remorſe, and 
a long train of other evils ending in death and hell. 

Conſider 2dly, the folly and madneſs of the ſoul 
that conſents to ſuch an exchange. Alas! She ex- 
changes all her good at preſent, and all her title to 
any good hereafter, either in time, or eternity, for 2 
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mere bubble, a brutiſh paſſion, an irkfome flavery, art 


eternal miſery ! Ah! unhappy ſinner, open thy = and 
ſee the wretched bargain thou haſt made! See how 


ſtrangely thou haſt been deluded ; to part with thy 
God, and all thy good, for ſomething ſo baſe, ſo vile, 
ſo empty, ſo filthy, fo ſhort, ſo fooliſh, and miſe- 
rablez accompanied with fo much remorſe, with fo 
much danger, and with ſo much falſehood and deceit. 
Before thy ſin, heaven was thine ; God himſelf was 
thine ; but now thou haſt parted with thy God ; thou 
haſt ſold him for a mere nothing ; thou art no longer 
his; thou haſt made him thy enemy: Thou haſt ex» 


A 


changed heaven for hell; thou ſtandeſt upon the 
8 fall | 


brink of a miſerable eternity, thou art juſt ready t 


down that dreadful precipice. Can any folly or mad- 


neſs bear the leaſt compariſon with this? 

Conſider 3dly, the enormity of the treaſon which 
the ſoul is guilty of, when ſhe falls from the grace of 
baptiſm: She renounces, her allegiance to her king 
and God : ſhe rebels againſt him to follow Satan : ſhe 
even drives him from his throne, which he held within 
her; ſhe expells him out of his temple, to make room 
for his enemy. She ſets up an idol in the houſe of God, 
which ſhe worſhips in contempt of the living God; 
She violates all her ſolemn vows ; ſhe facril-zioufly 
profanes the temple conſecrated to God; ſhe breaks h 
holy covenant ; ſhe treads under foot the precious blood 
of his Son; and, as much as lies in her, ſhe cruciſtes 
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him again. O my foul, haſt thou had no ſhare in all 


this guilt? Alas l how early didſt thou fall from thy 
baptiſmal grace, into the bottomleſs pit of. ſin, and 


miſery ! How quickly didſt thou exchange thy God 


for Satan | Thou waſt ſtrictly bound, in conſequence 


of thy creation, thy redemption, thy baptiſmal dedi- 
cation, and the covenant then made in thy name, to 


turn thyſelf to God, as ſoon as thou waſt capable 


of knowing him, and to conſecrate thy whole ſelf. to 
his love and ſervice for evermore : and inſtead of this, 
haſt thou not, at thy very firſt coming to the uſe of rea- 
ſon, like the rebel angels, turned away from thy God, 


| by running after empty toys, and lying follies prefer- 
abl 


y to him, and thinking but little or nothing of 
him? i 3 
Conclude, if thy conſcience charge thee with this 
ilt, to bewail for the whole remainder of thy life, 


| the loſs thou haſt ſuſtained, the miſery thou haſt in- 


curred, the folly. and madneſs, the beinouſneſs, and 


' enormity of this thy fall from God. And, in order to 


make amends, after the beſt manner thou art capable 
of, endeavour now at leaſt, and for every day and 
hour, thou haſt yet to come, to make a frequent of- 


feering of thy whole ſelf, without reſerve, to the love 


and ſervice of the divine majeſty. 


Thurſday after Lou-& unday. | : 1 


On the theological virtues, I 


ONSIDER firſt, that, as God is the ſovereign 
ppirit, and the ſovereign truth, ſo they that would 


offer him an acceptable homage muſt worſhip him in 


Spirit, and truth: John iv. 24. by joining with the exter- 


nal adoration, praiſe, prayer and ſacrifice, which is offered 


him in the Church of Chriſt, the internal homage of 


their heart; and the pure worſhip of the three divine 


© - virtues or faith, hope, and love. Where theſe.am 


duly exerciſed, all is well: there God is, and all 
good : but where any one of theſe is wanting, all, goes 


Wrong; 
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rrong 3 "thing" elſe can, gap that 0 
race then, O'my ſoul, theſe, three; virtue * &y 
whole” heart and on: and, they will bring. ches 
to thy God. N is no other Way to e and a 
happy eternity, b Ne faith, hope, and charity. is io 
onſider 2dly, that theſe three virtues axe called 
oH h-o/ogicat and divine, from he; immediate relatiou they 
e Whave to God. They flow from him into oux-ſoulss 
o Wand they take our ſouls along with them. to him. They 
tend to him as the ſovereign object, with hich they 
are taken up, and upon Which they are wholly, ems 
ployed; and they are entirely grounded, on bim, and 
on his divine attributes, as heir ſole. motive and founs 
dation. Thus faith believes in him, as the ſovereign 
truth, and obliges the ſoul to baw down, and to adore 
him as ſuch; and to give an - uudoubted aflent, to all 
the truths re;.vealed by him, becauſe he is the ſove- 
reign truth, who neither can deceive, nor be deceived, 
Thus Hope puts her whole truſt in him; worſhips him 
is the Itexfrauſtible ſoufce of all good: and raiſes the | 
ſoul to a Is; expectation of mercy, grace, and ſal- 
vation im; . grounding herſelf upon his al- 
mighty P goodneſs, promiſes, and mercy, and 
the precious blood of his Son. Thus charity, or di- 
Nene love, embraces him above all things, worſhips. 
him, by offering berſelf and all things elſe to him; 
Joves him gfor his on infinite goodneſs ſake, and all 
others, that are made aſter his image and likeneſs, for 
his fake. Thus' theſe three virtues derive their excel- 
lence, which they have above all others, from this im- 
mediate rbarion to the ſource of all excellence. 0 
mylſoul, ſee thou give them the firſt place in 4hy int 
ard Thouſe'; and continually entertain them there. 
Makecthem thy favourites; and they will make, thee 
the ſulsurite of heaven. ney 
\Confhder 30 dy, that, to entertain theſe in na 
noche owl; we muſt make frequent acts of them: 
theewile*they will quickly fade away and dio. The 
lechef doe not often exerciſe her faith, by eme 


Pleaglber thoughts upon the great truths of God 
Vu. X : and 
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and, by forgetting God and herſelf, is expoſed to alt mani 


& - for charity, or love, which is in the nature of a, fite, 


he. 
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and eternity, quickly forgets both God" Inde Herſelf 


ner of evils. In like manner, where hope is not fre- 
quently exerciſed, by the help of prayer and conſidera- 
tion, it quickly degenerates into preſumption. And as 


that is always active, it muſt needs die away, if it be 
not maintained, and kept. alive, by t exercice. 
As the juft man lives by faith, according to the Scrip- 
ture; G he muſt alſo hye by hope, and by charity: 
fo; that the whole life of a Chriſtian ought to be con- 
tinually influenced by theſe chree virtues: which can 
not be, without frequent acts of all the three. And 
this is the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt way to all perfection, 
Conclude to labour to acquire, and to entertain, theſe I it 
divine virtues, by frequent acts of them; and in order d 
thereunto to be diligent in the daily exercice of men- in 


tal prayer, In this ſchool they are beſt learnt, im- 
ae and brought to perfection. EW OO een 3 
wh pri: 
Pride after Lew'Sudey wel be 
ke N 0 * 


FNONSIDER firſt, that without faith it in fre 
4. fib:e 10 pleafe Ged, Hebr. xi, 6. This virtue is af 
t ground- work and firſt foundation of all our good: 
Here we muſt begin the work of our ſalvation... But ws 
what is faith? Not, as ſome vainly imagine, a preſump- te. 


tuous confidence of the remiflion of our ſins, and of th, 


;our juſtification, and eternal beatitude; excluding that] ge 


humble fear, with which the Chriſtian is taught toſ de 


work out his ſalvation, Philip: ii. 12, Rom. Kit. hy 


. But a firm belief of all thoſe things that God has am « 


Ways revealed or promiſed; a clofe adheſion of the. ſou 
to all the divine truths, as coming from the eternal 
truth: a firm aſſent; a bowing down of the ſoul to all 
. that God has taught, how much ſoever above ou 
"comprehenſion, or underſtanding. Faith,” ſays the 
echo, He br. xi. 17 f is iche ſulſtanc (that is, che ſtuong 


foundation) i. 


every. Den in the r, ie 
IF: ation) of, things to he hoped for the evidence © 5 ee bigs | 
mat rare not /een., Theſe good things we hi 
pe. (theſe; truths unſeen, are made as it were viſible 5 This 
ra- ſoul by faith; ſhe embraces them; ſhe adherts to ther 
as with, a ſtrong, and. undoubted alent; mne caſts doi? 
te, all proud thoughts and, imaginations. that ralſe them 
be] ſelves up againſt theſe truths. of God; and ſhe dlrects 
ce; the whole conduct of her life according to this lieas 
ip-Nvenly rule. This is that divine virtue of faith, t 
y: which the apoſtle gives thoſe, great encomiums, Hes. 
n- xi. This was it, that, brought forth ſo many wonders 
dan ful fruits in the ancient Saints; and made Wee the 
ind friends and favourites of God. | unn : 
Contider adly, that the merit oh faith, which anke 
eſe it ſo acceptable. to God, conſiſts i in 4125 thut it pulls 
der down the pride of man, by captivating his underſtand- 
en- ing; and, obliging it to believe what, it cannot ſee; ts 
m- ¶ adore what it cannot conceive ; and to ſubmit to'traths 
I chat it can no ways reach to. Man fell originally frost 
I God, by a proud affectation of a ſuperiour and more 
x [excellent A e than God was pleaſed to allow 
I him, and Which oy make him like to God, Gen. 
ii. 5. And therefore it has pleaſed his divine majeſty, 
mat the firſt and moſt eſſentiał ſtep for man to ariſe 
bo/-F from: ſin, and to return to him, ſhould be the humble 
#15] aſſent of divine faith, which makes a ſacrifice 
d what is moſt dear to our pride, that is, of the liberty, 
ButY we are fo fond of, of thinking as we pleaſe, in all mat- 
np· ¶ ters, without reſtraint or controul; and caſts. down all 
off me powers of the ſoul, to-worſhip in the dark truths, |; 
hath generally ſpeaking, moſt incomprehenſible to the un- 
; to} derftanding, moſt ſhocking to the will, and moſt 
20. humbling to the whole man. 
anf Conſider 3dly, that the faith which . } of us, 
and without which we can neither pleaſehim here, nor de 
happy with himhereafter, muſt be catholic, that is, it miiſk 
be uni ver ſal : it muſt extend itſelf to all revealed truths 
without exception. For asthey all equally come from God, 
by divine revelation; and are all built upon the fame 
Pen ; are all recommended to our belief by the 
1 3 104 X 2 ſame 
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ſoul, what Kind of aſſent God expects thou froufäft 


| yield 


wh 9 VI ITA TT UNS 
lache authority of the church of God ;' and alf fuj orted 
55 thoſe ron teſtimonies and evidences; by Which 
the Scripture and Chriſtianity itſelf are ſüppötted: it 
would be calling in queſtion the divine veracity, to diſ- 
pute the truth of any one article duly propoſtd bythe 
church ; it would be, in effect, the utter loſs of all di- 
vine faith: becauſe it would be believing by humour, 
and not by divine authority. Here we may Ry with Br 
James, chap. ii. 10. He that offends in one point, be- 
comes guilty of all : becauſe he is a rebel againſt that 
truth, by which they are all delivered. O! never ſuf- 
fer us, dear Lord, to be rebels to thy divine truth; or 
proudly to oppoſe our petty reaſoninꝑs againſt any part 
of thy word, or the authority eſtabliſhed by thee/ 


Conclude to lay this ſtrong foundation of faith, if 


thou hopeſt to raiſe a ſpiritual building within thee, in 
which God may chooſe to dwell ; and which may en- 
title thee to an everlaſting dwelling with God. To 
build upon any other foundation is to build upon ſand, 
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e On the grounds of fait. 


C ONSIDER firſt, that divine faith is ee 
Ways upon God's infallible trüth; inaſmuch as 
every allent of divine faith is given by the ſoul upon the 
motive of divine revelation; ſhe believes all theſe 
truths becauſe God has taught them, wo is the truth 
itſelf, and who cannot deceive, nor be deceived. Who- 
foever believes upon any other motive, and not upon che 


o 


"= teſtimony of God, may have an obinion indeed of hea- 


venly truths, or a human faitb concerning them; but 


Vals Mort of divine ſaith ; which wholly builds elf 


upon God's truth. And therefore, divine fuit h carties 
wich it a greater and higher degree of certainty, than ah 


human ſciences whatſoever : becauſe nothing can beo 


certain, as that truth itſelf cannot lie; and that wat 


God has taught muſt needs be true. See then, my 


olf the many ſtrong and weighty arguments and m5- 


the Spirit of God: ſhe was miraculouſly propagated in 
2. 1 * X WEL Janne MOL 


* 
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yield to all the truths he has revealed ; he expects thou 
ſhouldſt bow thyſelf down to them, earneſtly embrace 
them, and firmly adhere to them, as moſt certain and 
divine. KP ry OS, | 5 

Conſider 2dly, that though the only proper motive 
upon which a Chriſtian believes, with divine faith, the 


truths of religion, be divine revelation, or the word and 


t:/timany of God, either contained in the Scriptures, or 
conveyed down by tradition: yet, as this teſtimony, or 
revelation, firſt delivered to the Saints, muſt come to us 
recomm-:aded by ſuch evidences as may be ſufficient to 
convince us that God has ſpoken indeed, and has re- 
vealed theſe truths ; and does require our aſſent to them 
as divine; therefore this ſovereign, truth has been 
pleaſed to ſet ſuch marks upon all the truths 'that cqme 
from him, and has ſtamped them in ſuch manner with 
his broad ſcal,. as may fully ſatisfy all ſincere ſeekers and 
lovers of truth, of their coming indeed from his divine 
majeſty: ſo that it would be highly unreaſonable for 
them not to yield to them that aſſent of faith, Which is 
due to divine truths. Of this nature are all the pro- 
phecies, and. miracles, and other arguments of credi- 
bility, upon. which the Chriſtian religion is grounded; 
together with the innumerable tokens of divine favour, | 
which recommend to us that illuſtrious ſociety of the 
catholic church of Chriſt, which. bears teſtimony to the | 
divanaty of all theſe trutes. 
Conſider 3dly, by deſcending to. particulars, ſome 


tives, that give force to the teſtimony and authority of 
this church of Chriſt, conſidered as an illuſtrious ſo-— 
ciety,bearing witneſs to thoſe truths which ſhe delivers, 
as having received them from God himſelf. This great 
and moſt ancient ſociety is, and has been for 1 10% | 
years, ſpread far and near through all the world: the: | 
vas foreſhewn and foretold long before, by many plain 
and glorious prophecies : ſhe was eſtabliſhed by Chriſt |] 
and his, apoſtles, by ſigns and wonders, and innume- | 
rable miracles, the gift of tongues, and other gifts of 
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a ſhort time, throughout the world; in ſpite of all the op- 


vt 
1 
It 4 


r ar ee” 


poſition of the whole earth and hell : ſhe has been main- 
tained ever fince by the blood of millions of martyrs ; 
and by the faintly and miraculous lives of millions of 
other ſeryants of God, in all ages, and in all nations : 

ſhe has been embraced.and followed by all the beſt and 
wiſeſt of men; and defended by the moſt godly and 
learned: ſhe has, in fine, all this time, held forth the 
light of God to the whole. world, by her conſtantly and 
tervently preaching all holineſs ; by the purity and ſanc- 
tity of her doctrine ; and by the efficacy of it, in the 
converſion of numaable 5 nners; in the withdrawing 
thouſands of all conditions from the broad way Of the 
world, to a recluſe and penitential life; and in inſpir- 
ing thouſands of her children with a deſire of wholly 


1 dedicati themſelves to divine love: ſo that ſhe 


has, at all times, and in all places, produced many emi- 
nent Saints, whoſe whole lives have been ſtanding mi- 
racles of divine grace, and ſtanding teſtimonies of the 
truth of that faith and church which they all proſeſſed. 
Theſe, and many other arguments and motives of ere- 
dibility, loudly proclaim to all mankind, that the hand 
of God, and his truth is, and always has bee; with this 


W ;Huftrious ſociety of the church of Chriſt : and that the 


is entirely to be credited in the teſtimony ſhe bears to 
the divine revelation of all that ſhe propoſes as mindern 


of faith. 


Conclude with giving thanks to the goodneſs and * 


| wiſe providence of the Almighty, who has not only re- 


vealed to his church his heavenly truths, for the healing 
our ſouls from all their maladies, and bringing them to 
the very fountain of health and life, which is with him; 
but alſo has given that illuſtrious authority to her, whont 
he has made the guardian and depoſitary of his truths, 
that, if we are ſincere in ſeeking, we cannot well fail 
2 finding both her, and them. But then remember, 
| that the faith of divine truths, how infallible ſoever, 

will never bring thee to God, except it be a living 


| faith that works by charity, | in Jeſus C . Gal. v. 60 
1 
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C ONSID ER firſt, that the faith, to which the wor) f 
of God gives ſuch high encomiums, and to hieb : 
it attributes all the great things that have been done 
the ancient Saints, is not a dead faith, like that of the 
devils, or of thoſe wretched ſouls, that are ſpiritually 
-ofſeſled by the devits, and who have little or no ſenſe of 
divine truths 3) but a lively and active faith, that pene- 
trates into the inviſible things of God, and makes them 
familiar to the ſoul ; that ſets them continually before 
her eyes, in their proper light; and gives them a con- 
tant influence over every ſtep that is to be taken in her 
mortal pilgrimage. Such a faith as this is the ſource of 
all good to the foul : it keeps her in the remembrance 
and preſence of God: it teaches her to watch dili- 
beats and to pray fervently ; it encourages her to hope 
to love; it gives her a horrour for fin; it com- 
— rms her againſt all her ſpiritual enemies, with 
a ſhielu that is proof againſt all their fery darts; with 
the helmot of ſalvation, and with th feword of the ſpirit, 
(which lis the word and truths f God) whictr puts to 
flight all the legions of hell, when employed againſt | 
them, by a lively belief. But where this lively faith is 
wanting, all goes to wreck, and to ruin. Lord, do thon 
e- i encreaſe our faith, and make it vely O grant us this 
ig |f true heavenly wiſdom, and all good things will come to 
to us along wich her: and the wil CY bring us to 
13 thee! fs ; {000-6 
m Conſider 2dly, how true iti is, that the want of a” |} 
s, | vey faith is the fource of all the evils that over-rurt' | 
ul Chtiſtendom: Look into all conditions of Chriſtians, | 
ry || and ſee how ſin and Satan every where reign; and ho W- 
r, few there are, in compariſon, that dedicate themſelves' 
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n/ || Andowhence comes all this? Do not theſe men al“ 
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order to a happy eternity? Do they not believe” that 


very moving, when they are duly weighed and conſi- 
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not all believe thay they were made by this God, in 


there is a heaven and a hell ? And that living in mortal 
fin is the broad road to hell? Do they not believe a 
judgment to come; and an all-ſeeing eye ever upon 
them ; and that is, one day, to decide their cauſe, ac- 
cording to their works, for life or death everlafting ? 
Surely they believe all this, or they are not Chriſtians, 
But the misfortune is, that their faith of all theſe, and 
fuch like Chriſtian truths, is lulled aſleep, or rather tis 
quite dead: it has no influence on their lives: it puts 
little or no reſtraint upon their paſſions and luſts. 80 
that, in reality, 'tis the want of a /zuely faith, that fills 
the Chriſtian world with all forts of crimes, and that 
continually crowds hell with fouls. | 

- Conſider zdly, that the Chriſtian muſt come at this 
lively faith, by deſiring, ſeeking, and heartily praying for 
it. But the moſt effectual means for arriving at it, is 
by ſerious conſiderations and daily meditations. The 
great Chriſtian truths relating to God and eternity, are 


dered: but they make little or no impreſſion. upon 
worldlings, who live in a perpetual forgetfulneſs of 
them. To bring forth a lively faith. in the ſoul, they 
muſt take deep root there. But how ſhak they take 
deep root, if they are not ſuffered to ſink deep into the 
ſoul by conſideration ? Hence the great difference be- 
t veen the good and the bad Chriſtian, the Saint and the 
ſinner, is, that the one thinks, and the other does not 
think: the one keeps his faith alive by frequently me- 
ditating on divine truths; the other's faith is dead, and 
his whole ſoul is laid waſte, with utter deſolation, be- 
cauſe he ſeldom or never thinks in bis heart. 

Conclude to labour for the acquiring and maintaining 
this lively faith, by praying well, and living well; but 
more ecſpecially by thinking well > for, without this, 
thou wilt have little or no ſenſe of God in thy prayer, 
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divine virtue, and is no leſs neceſſary than faith to 
our eternab ſalvation. As by faith we believe in God, 


o by hope we put our whole truſt in him. Faith builds 


itſelf upon God's truth: hope builds itſelf upon his 
powet, goodaeſs, promiſes, and mercy. Faith believes 
all he teaches, as coming from the 3 truth, that 
cannot deceive, nor be. deceived. | Hope looks 

good from him, as the inexhauſted ſource. of all good, 


with an aſſured confidence, that he will not fail, on his 
part, of ſnewing mercy, giving grace, and imparting, | 


ſalvation: to us, thro? Jeſus Chriſt 3 if we fail not, on 
our part, of applying ta him in a proper manner, and 
performing the conditions he requires of us. Tbis di- 
vine virtue produces many excellent fruits; it comforts: 
the Gubrunderals the afflictions of this life; it ſupports 
her under all her labours ; it encourages her to go on 
with vigour in her mortal pilgrimage ;; it raiſes her a- 


boue this miſerable world, and all its toys, and fixes 
lier heart in heaven. Tis ſtiled by the Apoſtle, Hebr.. | 


vi. 19. The anchor of the foul, ſure — ' firm (not faſtened 
in the earth, but in heaven) entering in, even within the 
vil, to the true ſanctuary, where our high prieſt Jeſus 


C is entered for us; and there fixed in God him | 


ſelf. » O happy anchor, which keeps our ſouls ever ſtea- 
dy in the midſt of all the ſtorms we are liable to, in this 
boiſterous ſea of the world; and by the help of Which 


koned; amongſt the ſins againſt the Holy Ghoſt; be- 
cauſe of their obſtructing, in a particular manner, all 


the motions and graces of this divine Spirit: Deſpair, 
'dyr:wholly giving up the cauſe of God, and the * 
and 


* 


for wr” 


they are raiſed up to God | 
8 2dly, that divine hope keeps the golden, | 
mean between the two extreams, of deſpair on the one 


handziant preſumption on the other; both of them rec- 
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$69 preſumption, by rally expecting falvationawith6u 
complying with the neceffary conditions, or uſing the 
means for it. Deſpair ſhuts out the Holy by 
wilfully ſhutting up the gate of prayer, and excluding 
all other, means of grace: and preſumption, by. ſ&ting 
up a way to heaven oppoſite to his divine appoint- 
ments z and in which his grace will haye. no ſhare. 
See, my ſou], thou fly theſe two rocks, both of them 
infinitely injurious to thy God, and deſtructive of di- 
vine hope. Never give thyſelf up to deſpondence, or 
deſpair: ſeeing thou haſt ſo good a, God; ſo rich in 
mercies towards all that call, upon him; who has re- 
deemed thee with the precious blood of his own.Son ; 
and who has promiſed all good, through him, to all 
ſuch as properly apply for it. But then beware alſo 
of the \oppoſite extream, of preſuming upon what he 
has not promiſed, or expecting to come tohim, by walk- 
ing in a way, that leads from him. 
Conſider Zdly, that divine. Hope, as well as faith, 
ſerves very much ſor the arming the ſoul for her ipiri- 
tual warfare, and for the overthrowing of all her ene 
mies: becauſe by the means of this virtue, we are 
| firengthened in the Lord, and in the power of his. might. 
{ Eph. vi. 10, we exchange our own weakneſs, for his 
- almighty ſtrength. and power: and having our God 
With us, and for us, we run to the combat ſet before us 
with vigour and courage, and fight ohr way to heaven; 
I in ſpite not only of fleſh and blood; but of all the le- 
gions of hell. Yes, my foul, put thy whole truſt in 
God, and thou wilt ever be victorious in all thy con- 
flicts: He never forſakes them that put their whole 
traſt in bim. Divine hope never confoundethb. "Tis 
WW the helmet of ſalvation, which protects our head again 
te enemy; by covering it, as it were, with the Divi- 
| nity itſelf; whoſe divine word and honour is N 
1 ſtand by, and defend all ſuch as put their truſt" 
T m. * | ; IE; OJ} 
* j-Conclude ever to pray and labour for this divine 
virtue of hope, the ſweet companion of hy; pee 
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ONSIDER firſt, that in order to ſucceed in the 
＋Jſpiritual warfare, an entire diſtruſt in ourſelves 
muſt go hand in hand with our confidence in God, 
For if we build, in the leaſt, upon our own ſtrength, 
we build upon a ſandy bottom'; 'and our houſe will 
certainly fall, at the firſt ſhock of trial or temptation. 
The wiſeman builds his houſe upon a rock: (St, Mati beo 
vii. 24.) and it is proof againſt all ſtorms and floods: 
But the fooliſh man builds his houſe upon the ſand 
without a foundation; and when the rains fall, and the 
floods riſe, and the winds blow, and beat againſt that 
houle, it preſently falls: and great is the fall thereof, 
He that entirely truſts in God, and not in hinifelf 
is a wiſe man, and builds upon a rock, which can ne- 
ver fail him. But he that puts the leaſt confidence in 
himſelf, is a fooliſu man; becauſe the bottom he builds 
upon is mere ſand, that cannot ſupport the leaſt weight. 
Curſed is the man, faith the prophet, (Jerem. xvii. 5.) 
that truſteth in man, and whoſe heart departeth from the 
Lord: which curſe falls upon all ſuch as truſt in the 
ſtrength of their own reſolutions; or in any power, | 
or ability of their own. They perfectly drive away | 
from them the grace of God, by their pride and pre- 


- 


ſy tion. 471 | 85 * | 
* Conſider 2dly, that as God's honour is engaged to 

ſtand by them, that put their whole truſt in him, and 
to aſſiſt them with his moſt powerful and effectual 
graces: ſo, he is, in a manner, obliged to oppoſe | 
and reſiſt all ſuch ſacrilegious wretches as would rob | 
him gf his glory, by aſcriving any good to themſelves; 
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feſſions, and (as they imagine) ſtrong purpoſes of re- 
often dye in their ſins; is becauſe they truſt too much 
to themſelves, and to their own reſolutions; and are 
dus evil, is a mortal poiſon, which is apt to creep in 
1 the ſoul; and to corrupt its very vitals. It makes it 
barren, with regard to the bringing forth any true fruit 


to God, either in itfelf, or in others; and fruitful, in 


| | 9 My ſoul, examine well thyſelf, and ſee if this unhappy 
ſelf. confidence have no ſhare in thy enterprizes? Are 


ol: 


thy reſolutions wholly built upon Gods grace; to be 
ſued for, and obtained, by humble prayer? Art thou 
practically and ſenſibly convinced, of thy own nothing, 
1 miſery and ſinfulneſs; and that thou canſt not make 
one ſtep towards God, but inaſmuch as he ſhall help 
1} thee? Does no ſecret opinion of the ſtrength of thy te- 
{1 ſolittions make thee raſhly expoſe thyſelf to temptation,? 
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or expecting any good from themſelves; or from theit MD 


own ſtrength. And are not all they guilty of this-ſacri- 
legious preſumption, who in their undertakings-or-re- {ot 
ſolutions, build upon themſelves, inſtead of building ha 
upon God; or, at leaſt, divide their confidence between 
themſelves and God; and fo would make themſelves Wy: 
partners at leaſt in his glory? See, my foul, thou never 
bs guilty of any fuch extravagance and madneſs, For 
what greater madneſs can there be, than for mere 
weakneſs and nothing, a miſerable ſinful nothing, to 
preſume of itſelf, and of its own-ftrength | what greater 
extravagance than for man to put himſelf in the place 
of God ; or to attribute to himſelf what can only be 
the. work of God! Good God, deliver us from any 
ſuch extravagant madneſs! $1 | 

Conſider 3dly, that one of the principal reaſons, 
why many Chriſtians, that otherwiſe ſeem to be men 
of good will, make little or no progreſs in the way of 
God; and why numbers of others, after repeated con- Hu 


nouncing their ſinful habits; ſtill return, like dogs to 
the vomit, by relapſing into the ſame ſins; and too 


not ſufficiently diveſted of all ſelf-confidence. Alas 


imperceptibly, and to lie lurking in the midſt - of 


nothing but in weeds, that are only fit for the fire. 


{ 


+ 4 
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D remember thou haſt not half that virtue and loye of. 
od, which St. Peter had! and yet, alas! a ſecret. 
onfidence in his own reſolutions, betrayed him into 
ng What grievous crime of denying his Lord. _ . 
en Conclude ſo to hope for all good from God; as to be 
es Ever miſtruſtful of thyſelf: and) therefore, as the apoſtle 
er Ndmoniſhes, to work out thy ſalvation with fear, and 


or Hrembling, Philip. ii. 12. 1 


VVedneſday after the ſecond & unday. | 


On the Lord's prayer. 1 
ONSIDER firſt, that divine hope cannot lie 
idle in the ſoul; nor ſuffer her to be idle; but 
xerciſes the ſoul in prayer; as the great means of ob- 
aining all the good ſhe hopes for. Now all the good 


of Nhat we are to hope and pray for, is marked out to us by 

n- Fur Lord; and comprized in a very few words, in that 
e- rcellent prayer, which he has taught us, commonly 
to 


alled, The Lords prayer. Here, in ſeven ſhort pe- 
tions, we pray for all that we are any ways authorized 
y the word of God to hope for, for our ſelves, or : 
or our we” 1k for body, or ſoul; for time or 


s | Wternity. Here we are taught to make acts of all the 
in noſt neceſſary virtues, of faith, hope, love of God, con- 
of rmity to his bleſſed will, charity for our neighbours, 
it Nergiveneſs of injuries, and repentance for our ſins. 
uit Were we daily make a ſpiritual communion, by a- 
in Wiring after the bread of life. O the excellence of 


re. Inis heavenly prayer: ſo ſhort in words, that the 
Py Meaneft capacity. may eaſily learn it: and ſo copious: 
\re In its contents, that they: might fill whole volumes! 

be Md what a pity that the generality of Chriſtians, 

ou Mould run over this admirable prayer, with ſo little 
12, nſe of what they are ſaying; and with diſpoſitions ſo 
ke ppoſite to the import of thoſe ſacred petition 


4 


elp | Conſider 2dly, that, in the beginning of this divine 
re- Prayer, we call God our Father: and we are authorized 
o call him fo by the Son of =” himſelf, Stand aſto- 


. niſhed, 


m 
0 
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my ſoul, at this high favour: what greater dignity 


. 


be a child of God; to have him for our Father, Who 
made heaven and earth; and who fills heaven and 
earth with his infinite majeſty? O my ſoul, ſee thou 
never degenerate from this digtiity of à child of 
God, by behaving thyſelf unworthily of ſuch a Fa- 
ther. See thou never more make thyſelf a ſlave 
to fin, or Satan: O child of heaven, lie no longer 
groveling in the mire of the earth. In this prayer we 
are taught to addreſs ourſelves to our Father, who is 
in heaven: to the end, that we may reflect whither 
we are to direct our thoughts, when we pray: and 


can(any creature be raiſed to, than to be called, andto 


that we may not ſuffer any attach to the things of 


the earth, by love and affections, to hinder them from 
freely flying up to heaven. My ſoul, where are thy 
thoughts in the time of prayer ? Do no irregular affec- 
tions chain them down to the earth, when they ought 
to be in heaven? 

Conſider 3dly, what encouragement it ought to be 
to a Chriſtian, when he goes to his prayers; to re- 
member that he is preſenting his petitions to his Father; 


and to ſuch a Father; who has an incomparable love 


for his children; who encourages them to aſk; who 
. teaches them, in this excellent prayer, what they are to 
aſk-for; who has frequently promiſed to grant them 
hat they aſk, provided it be good for them; and whoſe 
power, riches, bounty, and mercy, are all equally in- 


finite. O! let this title of our Father, - which we 


give to God, in the Lord's prayer, raiſe our hopes in 


him; let it inflame our hearts with love for ſo 'amiable 
aà Father; let it beſpeak a reverential awe, a filial fear 
of offending ſuch a parent; and an earneſt deſire ofß 


being ever a dutiful and obedient chile. 1 


Conclude ever to eſteem and love this divine prayer; | 
and daily to uſe it with a ſerious attention, and ſuitable 


=, devotion. YL 11 
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_ claims the firſt place in the Lord's prayer, as its un- 


that he is, and will be eternally adored, praiſed, and LY 


him. And therefore the intent of this petition is to 


ſovereign Good the ſource of all grace and good, that 
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ih | LR Cpt 
Thurſday after the ſecond: Sunday... 
On, Hallowed be thy name. Wk 


. F\ONSIDER, that the firſt petition of the 
3 Lord's prayer is contained in theſe words: Hal- 
lowed be thy name: that is, may thy name be ever 

bleſſed and praiſed, hanoured and glorified. This petition 


doubted right: becauſe the firſt and principal duty of Wi 
a Chriſtian, is to love his God, with his whole heart, 
and foul: and therefore, the firſt and principal thing he 
ought to defire and pray for, is the greater honour and 
glory of God. His love for his God makes him re- 
joice, to think that he is, in himſelf, infinitely happpy Wl 
and glorious; and will be} ſo for all eternity; and 


glorified by all his Angels and Saints. But then it 
grieves him to think, how little this infinite goodneſs 
is known, in this miſerable world; how little this 
great object of his love, is loved here below; how little 
he is honoured, praiſed and glorified, by theſe very þ 
ſouls of ours, made by him, and for him; and which WM 
can never be happy, but in the love and enjoyment of 


remedy ſo great an evil; by earneſtly begging of the 


he would glorify his own moſt ſacred name in us, by 
effectually teaching us to love, ſerve, and glorify him. 
Conſider 2dly,: that this petition contains an act of 
divine love, even of perfect charity and benevolence, in- 
aſmuch as it expreſſes the longing deſires of the ſoul for 


- the greater honour, praiſe and glory of her maker, as A 
the only good the can wiſh, or procure, to his infinite 
majeſty. It contains alſo an act of the moſt perfect i 


charity for herſelf ; becauſe, in praying that Gods name 
may be glorified in all, and by all, ſhe deſires, in the 
firſt place, that it may be glorified in herſelf, and by 


herſelf: now what greater good can ſhe wiſh, or pro- 


Y' 3 cure 
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cure for herſelf, than that God may be ever glorified 
in her, and by her; and that her whole being may 
be ever conſecrated to his glory, for time and eternity ? 
And as the moſt perfect act of charity for our neigh- 
bours, is that by which we labourtoprocure theirgreateſt 
good; and the like good as we deſire for ourſelves; whilit 
by this petition, we dedicate our whole ſelves to the 
divine glory; we do as much for our neighbours alfo, 
by praying that God's name may be ſanctified in them 
all, and by them all, both now, and for ever. And 
'} -+this love we here exerciſe, both with regard to our- 
ſelves, and to our neighbours, is pure and perfect 
charity: becauſe God is both the beginning and the 
end of it: inaſmuch as we love both curſelves and our- 
neighbours, with relation to the greater glory of God. 
Thus divine charity, in all its branches, is exercifed in 
this firſt petition. | 
Conſider 3dly, that, in praying for the hallowimng, or 
ſanctifying, of the name of God, we pray, in effect, for 
the ſanctifcation of the whole world: that the know- 
ledge of the true and living God, and of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, may be fpread over all the earth: that all 
nations may ſerve him; all tongues may praiſe him; 
and all hearts may love him: in a word, that all men 
upon earth may be Saints; and may be all happily 
united in publiſhing the glory of God's name; not 
merely by their words, but much more by their lives. 
For this is the moſt perfect way of ſandtiſying the name 
of God. See then, my ſoul, the vaſt extent of this peti- 
tion, by which we pray for all glory to God; and for 
| all good to man, both for here, and hereafter : and let 
thy heart go along with thy tongue, as often as thou 
repsateſt it. LEES | 13:19 
; ©- Conclude to let this earneſt deſire of the greater 
glory of God in all things, be ever the predominant 
paſſion of thy heart, and he will glorify thee for all 


eternity. | 


# 334 Friday 


- 
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| Friday after the ſecond Sunday. 
T hy kingdom come. 


CONSIDER ſirſt, that, in this ſecond petition, we 
pray for the kingdom of Ged. Now we find in 
holy writ, that the kingdom of God is underſtood in 
three different ways. Firſt, of the eternal kingdom 
of God in heaven. 2dly, of the ſpiritual kingdom of 
Chriſt, in his church, upon earth. 3dly, of the myſtical 
kingdom of God, in our ſouls, according to that of 
our Saviour (St. Luke xvii. 21.) The kingdom of God 
is Within you. And in this petition, thy kingdom come, we 
pray for the kingdom of God, according to all theſe 
three acceptations of his kingdom. See, my ſoul, how 
ample, and extenſive this petition is, and how noble 
and ſublime thoſc things are, which thou art here taught 
to petition for, Stand aſtoniſhed that a poor worm of 
the earth, extracted from nothing, and, which is infi- 
nitely more humbling, taken up from the dunghil of 
fin and corruption, ſhould be authorized to aſpire after 
a kingdom; even an eternal kingdom; to live and reign 
for endleſs ages, with the living God. Yet this we 
are here taught to pray for; with an aſſurance of being 
heard, if we pray as we ought, from him who has the 
diſpoſing of this kingdom. And this is one part of the 
import of this petition : and contains anactof divine hope. 
Conſider 2dly, that as the kingdom of God is often 
taken in the ſcriptures to ſignify that ſpiritual kingdom, 
which Chriſt came to eſtabliſh upon earth; and his 
reign in his church; in which he is both king, and. 
prieſt, forever: fo, in this petition, we are alſo to have 
an eye upon the propagation, and exaltation of this 
kingdom of Chriſt: by earneſtly begging, that the reign 
of Satan, and of ſin, may have an end; that all in- 
fidels may be enlightened by the light of the goſpel: 
that all hereſies, ſchüſms, errors, and abuſes, may be 
rooted out: that all vices, and ſcandals may be abo- 
liſhed amongſt Chriſtians : and that divine faith, hope, 
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and charity, with all other virtues, may reign both in 


plwace, this kingdom of 


all the paſtor's of God's church, and in all the people 
of God. So that here is alſo exerciſed an act of per- 
fect love; both with relation to God, by deſiring that 
his kingdom, his grace, and his truth, may be victorious, 
over all the world: and with relation to all mankind, 
by praying that all men may be ſubdued to that happy 


kingdom, and may be true and faithful ſubjects, to this 


great king. f 
Conſider 3dly, that, as true charity ſhould begin 
at home, we are particularly to have in view, in this 


petition, the eſtabliſhment of the kingdom of God in 


our own ſouls : by heartily deſiring, and earneſtly pray- 


ing, that God may come to us, and take full poſſeſſion of 
our ſouls, by his grace ; that he may ſet up his throne 
within us, and reign without controul, and without ri- 
val, in our hearts: that he may ſuppreſs all rebellions 
there, ſubdue all our paſſions, and make our whole 
interiour his own; by giving us a ſtrong and perfect 
love for him. O bleſſed kingdom of divine love | When 
wilt thou come to me? When ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed 
in my foul ? When ſhall thy ſacred flames conſume in 
me all that is any ways diſpleaſing to my God; or 
that dares to rebel againſt him ? | 
Conclude to make it thy bufineſs to ſeek, in the firſt 
God, by procuring his juftice 
in thy ſoul; and, as he has promiſed, nothing elſe ſhall 
be wanting to thee. God muſt firft be king in thy 


ſoul here, if thou ever hope to arrive at his eternal 


kingdom hereafter. 


Saturday after the ſecond Sunday. 


Thy «vill be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


- FN ONSIDER firſt, that, in this third petition, the 
ſoul embraces, with all her heart, the holy will of 

God; earneſtly deſiring and praying that both ſhe 
herſelf, and every ſoul upon earth, may ever be, both a 
faithful ſervant, and a true lover of the divine will; even 
oC _ - as 


J -- not ſeeking that his will ſhould bend to ours, but that 


2 
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as the Saints and Angels are in heaven; who are ſo 
abſorpt in the love of God, that they have no other 
will, but the will of God. So that this ' petition, + 
like the two former, contains an act of divine love. 
A love of benevolence, to God: inaſmuch as the foul | Wl 
here defires to give all to God; and to bring both 
her own will, and all other wills, to him; that all may | Wl 
embrace, bow down, and adore, love, ſerve, and | Wi 
obey, the ſacred will of God; and conform to it in 
all things. And a love of the moſt perfect charity to | | 
ourſelves, and to our neighbours ; in defiring and pro- 
curing for ourſelves and them fo great a good, as is 
this perfe& conformity to the will of God ; and that 
God's holy will may be ever done, both in us, and by us. 
Conſider 2dly, how juſt jt is that we ſhould ever | i 
adhere to the holy will of God, and pray with all our | 
hearts, that his holy will may be done in all things. | WW 
The will of God is always good, is always wiſe, is | 
always. right, and equitable, is always beautiful: and | 
therefore we ought always to embrace it, and love it. | 
He perfectly knows what is beſt; and what is beft | 
for us ; — if we will leave ourſelves in his hands, 
he will certainly order all things for the beſt: and there- 
fore *tis our wiſeſt way, if we love ourſelves, to give 
ourſelves up to his holy will. The will of God is i 
all powerful, and muſt take place; and therefore tis 
a madneſs to ſet ourſelves againſt his almighty will; | if 
it ſerves for nothing but to make us miſerable. The | Wal 
will of God, in effect, is God himſelf : and therefore | 
we muſt ever ſubmit, and obey it; we muſt always | WW 
bow down and adore this ſacred will. - = 
Conſider 3dly, that the will of God ought to be the 
Chriſtian's rule in all things. In all our deliberations, | *% 
whether with regard to temporals or ſpirituals, we ought | ; 1 
firſt to conſult the holy will of God, crying out to him, 
with the convert St. Paul, Acts ix. 6. Lord what wilt 
thou have me to de? And this with a ſincere deſire to "4 
know, and a perfect readineſs of mind to follow his 1 
will, which ever way he is pleaſed to order, or direct: | 
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ours may ever conform to his. And as, im all our do. 
ings, we muſt, to the beſt of our knowledge and power, 
follow the will of God; ſo, in all our ſufferings, we 
muſt reſign and ſubmit ourſelves to his bleſſed will; aſ- 
ſuring ourſelves, that nothing happens to us in this 
kind, but by the appointment of heaven, and that all 
comes from the hand of him that knows what is beſt, 
becauſe he is infinitely wiſe; and ſends what is for the Pe 
beſt, becauſe he is infinitely good, and good to us. W. 
Conclude ever to recite this third petition of the fo 
Lord's prayer, with theſe diſpoſitions of the love of God T 
and of his holy will; and of a perfect conformity in all C 
things to his holy will. We read of a ſervant of God br 
| [Gregory Lopez | that for ſome years, at every breath, al 
repeated this petition, Thy will be done on earth, as it is te 
f 
0 
J 
t; 
( 
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4 
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in heaven. O that we could always be in the like hap- 
py ſentiments! _ | 


Third Sunday after Eafter. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 


| ET C ONSIDER firſt, that, after ſeeking in the three 
E firſt petitions, the greater glory of the name of 
God, the propagation of his kingdom, and the execu- 


tion of his will, both in heaven and in earth; we are 
taught, in the fourth petition, to pray for all neceſſaries 
for ourſelves, both for foul, and body; under the 


name of our daily bread ; which we here beg for thts 


ſhort day of our mortal life, in order to ſupport us, 


in our pilgrimage, through the wilcerneſs of this 
= world, till we come to our true country; and to the 
happy day of everlaſting light, and life, in the hea- 


8] venly kingdom of our Father. As to the things of this 
world; we pray for them, with more indifference, as 
for things of leſſer conſequence; and which, if we 
ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and his juſtice, our 
Father has promiſed to furniſh us with, oz. as far as 


he ſhall fee expedient for us: and we pray for them, 


bor i day, being forbidden to be ſollieitous for them, 
ll K | for 
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for tomorrow. But what we are here more earneſtly "N 
to pray for, is, the bread which is to ſupport the ſpi- 
ritual life of our ſouls; viz. the grace of God, the 
word of God, and the holy ſacraments. And this we 
beg both for ourſelves, and for all the world, from the 
great paſtor of ſoull s. 11.4 
Conſider 2dly, that the holy fathers expound this 
petition, as meant in particular, of the bread of life, | 
which we receive in the bleſſed euchariſt, for the þ Wi 
food, nouriſhment, ſtrength, and life of our ſoulss. 
This bread is the ſacred body, and blood, of Jeſus f 
Chriſt, the Son of God: Who calls himſelf the living 
bread which came down from heaven, St. Jobn vi. 81, 
and aſſures us, that he that eateth of this bread ſhall live 
forever : and that the bread which he will giue is his 
fleſb, for the life of the world, v. 52. This is here tiled h 
our daily bread ; becauſe given us, for this our day of 4 140 
life; and given to be our daily ſupport; by our par- e il 
taking of it, either really, or ſpiritually, every day. - 
O! my foul, ever aſpire after this heavenly bread, the 
ſource of all grace, and true life. Admire and adore 
the incomprehenſible ways, by which thy God ſeeks 
to communicate himſelf to thee ; and ſee thou Corres 
ſpond with his goodneſs, and love, by running daily to | 
him, and giving thy whole ſelf to him. 
Conſider 3dly, that the beſt way to anſwer tie | 
principal intent of this petition, is by making a ſpi: 
ritual communion (as often as we repeat thoſe words, (« 
give us this day our daily bread) by a lively faith, and (, 
hope in Jeſus Chriſt, the true bread of life; by a- y 
ſpiring after him, by love, and deſire; and by inviting f=- | 
him to come, and to take full poſſeſſion of our fouls; t- 
and to unite them to himſelf, for time and eternity. d 
Happy thoſe fouls that frequently in the day commu- 


* 


nicate in this manner a 

Conclude to pray for thy daily bread in ſuch manner 
as to have ever principally in view this bread of life; 
and to labour to partake of it daily ; at leaſt, by a {2 
ſpiritual communion, F an 
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ours may ever conform to his. And as, im all our dot 
ings, we muſt, to the beſt of our knowledge and power, 
follow the will of God; ſo, in all our ſufferings, we 
muſt reſign and ſubmit ourſelves to his bleſſed will; aſ- 
ſuring ourſelves, that nothing happens to us in this 
kind, | but by the appointment of heaven, and that all 
comes from the hand of him that knows what is beſt, 
becauſe he is infinitely wiſe ; and ſends what is for the 
beſt, becauſe he is infinitely good, and good to us, 

Conclude ever to recite this third petition of the 
Lord's prayer, with theſe diſpoſitions of the love of God 
and of his holy will; and of a perfect conformity in all 
things to his holy will. - We read of a ſervant of God 
[Gregory Lopez | that for ſome years, at every breath, 
repeated this petition, Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. O that we could always be in the like hap- 
py ſentiments ! | 


Third Sunday after Eafter. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 


ONSIDE Re firſt, that, after ſeeking in the three 
firſt petitions, the greater glory of the name of 
God, the propagation of his kingdom, and the execu- 
tion of his will, both in heaven and in earth; we are 
taught, in the fourth petition, to pray for all neceſſaries 
for ourſelves, both for ſoul, and body; under the 
name of our daily bread ; which we here beg for this 
ſhort day of our mortal life, in order to ſupport us, 
in our pilgrimage, through the wilderneſs of this 
world, till we come to our true country ; and to the 
happy day of everlaſting light, and life, in the hea- 


1 venly kingdom of our Father. As to the things of this 
I; world; we pray for them, with more indifference, as 
for chings of leſſer conſequence; and which, if we 


[i ſeek fuſt the kingdom of God and his Juſtice, our 


| Father has promiſed to furniſh us with, viz. as far as 


1 he ſhall ſee expedient for us.: and we pray ſor them, 
for to day, being forbidden to be ſollicitous for them, 


o for? 


„ 2 


for to motrow, - But what we are here more earneſthy : 7 
to pray for, is, the bread which is to ſupport the ſpi- 
ritual life of our ſouls; viz. the grace of God, the 
word of God, and the holy ſacraments. And this we 
beg both for ourſelves, and for all the world, fromthe 
great paſtor of favuls. 13 
Conſider 2dly, that the holy fathers expound this 
petition, as meant in particular, of the bread of liſe, 
which we receive in the bleſſed euchariſt, for the 
food, nouriſhment, ſtrength, and life of our ſouls. 
This bread is the ſacred body, and blood, of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Son of God: Who calls himſelf the living 6 
bread which came down from heaven, St. Jobn vi. 81, 
and aſſures us, that he that eateth of this bread ſhall live | 
forever : and that the bread which he will grve is his 
fleſh, for the life of the world, v. 52. This is here tiled | Wi 
our daily bread; becauſe given us, for this our day of | Wi 
life ; and given to be our daily ſupport ; by our par- 


taking of it, either really, or ſpiritually, every day. , 
O!] my ſoul, ever aſpire after this heavenly bread, the '| Wl 
ſource of all grace, and true life. Admire and adore | ll 
the incomprehenſible ways, by which thy God ſeeks . Ti 
to communicate himſelf to thee ; and fee thou corres |, 
ſpond with his goodneſs, and love, by running daily to 
him, and giving thy whole ſelf to him. 
Conſider 3dly, that the beſt way to anſwer the 
principal intent of this petition, is by making a ſpi- | | 14 
ritual communion (as often as we repeat thoſe words, | 
give us this day our daily bread) by a lively faith, anke 
hope in Jeſus Chriſt, the true bread of life ; by a- 
ſpiring after him, by love, and defire ; and by invitin 
him to come, and to take full poſſeſſion of our fouls; 
and to unite them to himſelf, for time and eternity. 
Happy thoſe ſouls that frequently in the day commu- 
nicate in this manner | 9 
Conclude to pray for thy daily bread in ſuch manner 
as to have ever principally in view this bread of life; | 
and to labour to partake of it daily; at leaſt, by a | 
ſpiritual communion, e y ry 
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Forgive 4 our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
a Inte treſpaſs againſt Us. en 


| rg prune firſt, that, in this fifth petition, 'our 
JW Lord has furniſhed us with a daily remedy for 
thoſe many evils into which we daily fall. Je all of. 
Fend in many things, James iii. 2. and not a day paſſes, 
in which we are not contracting freſh debts to our great | 
maſter ; either by omiſſion, or commiſſion, in thought, \ 
word, or deed. Therefore we ought daily to ſue for a 
diſcharge,” and to call for mercy and forgiveneſs, with a 
truly penitent heart; and this is the deſign of this peti- 
tion of the Lord's prayer : which, when recited with 
fervour, readily obtains the remiſſion of theſe daily debts, 
and reinſtates us in the good graces of our maſter, 
"Theſe lefler faults, into which we daily fall, if negle&- 
ed, and ſuffered to grow, and multiply upon us, are of 
worſe conſequence to our ſouls than we can well ima- 
gine: the water that comes into the ſhip by ſmall 
chinks, if not daily pumped out, may, in time, encreaſe 
in ſuch manner as to ſink the veſſel. That the like may 
never happen to our fouls, we muſt be daily repenting 
for theſe daily ſins; and offering up daily for them the 
ſacrifice of a contrite and humble heart, as often as we 
repeat this petition of the Lord's prayer. Fr BIT 
© Conſider 2dly, that, beſides the obligation of daily 
labouring to procure the diſcharge of theſe daily debts, _ +. 
we muſt ſee if we have not reaſon to apprehend a more 
heavy load of debt, lying upon our ſouls, on account'of 
our paſt ſins; more eſpecially if, in any part of our life, 
we have lived in mortal ſin. Alas! the load of ſuch 
debts as theſe is immenſe, a ſum of ten thouſand talents, 
which we are utterly unable to diſcharge of ourſelves ; 
and whether our repentance has been ſufficient to apply 
do dur ſouls the diſcharge purchaſed by the blood of 
It;  Chtiſt, we cannot tell. And, therefore, our beſt ſecu- 
rity 
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rity is to be always repenting for our paſt ſins; and te 
beg daily of God, to forgive us all the fins of ug yoath 
and our ighorances}; to cleanſe us from our hidden ſins; 
and to be merciful to us, with regard to the fins we 
may have any ways occaſioned in others. And with this 
penitential ſpirit, for all our paſt ſins, known or un- 
known, we ought to recite this petition of the Lord's 
prayer; and, with it, ay prelent ourſelves, like Mag- 
dalene, at the feet of our Redeemer, imploring his mer 
cy, both for ourſelves, and for all poor ſinners, oh 


. Conſider 3dly, that, in this petition, we beg of God 
to forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. Which words were added by our Lord, 
to put us in mind, that we muſt not look for for we- 
neſs from God of the offences we commit -cainſt bias 
if we don't forgive, from our hearts, the offences which 
our neighbours commit againſt us. See, Chriſtians, 
how much our Lord takes to heart our forgiving one 
another, and loving our very enemies; ſince, not con- 
tent with frequently inculcating this duty on all other ' 
occaſions, he was pleaſed to inſert it in the very prayer 
he would have us daily to ſay, to the end we might ne- 
ver forget it, Let us then examine well our Tifpoſi- | 
tions in this regard ; and lay afide all rancour and ani- 
moſity againſt our neighbours, when we go to ſue for 
mercy from God: otherwiſe we ſhall never obtain the il 
mercy we aſk. | 17 , 
Conclude to take occaſion, from this petition of the 
Lord's prayer, to practiſe daily theſe three leſſons : firſt, 
of a hearty repentance for thy daily fins : 2dly, of daily '| 
renewing thy forrow and contrition for thy paſt of- 
fences : and laſtly, of daily exerciſing charity and mer- WW 
un from thy heart, all that have offended * 
dee. ' + —_—_— 
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Lead us not into temptation. 


| Conor R firſt, that, after begging of our i. Koni. 
in the foregoing petition, the forgiveneſs of the ſins 
we have already committed, we here beg of him to pre- 
ſerve us from relapſing into any of our a offences, 
or being ever any more guilty of wilſul ſin. The true 
pgnitent abhors the monſter ſin, beyond all other evils 
whatſoever ; and therefore he is not content with ſeek- - 
ing the remiſſion of all his offences, but is ever ſolici- 
tous to avoid the like evils for the time to come: and, 
therefore, he flies the occaſions of them; ſeeks to keep 
out of all dangerous temptations; and being ſenſible of 
his own weakneſs, he is earneſt in prayer, to beg of 
|; God to ſtand by him; and to help him to overcome all 
the enemies of his N and rather to let him die a 
; thouſand deaths, than to commit any one wilful ſin. 
And this is the principal meaning of this petition, Lead 
ut not into temptation : which ought to be recited by all 
Chriſtians, with theſe diſpoſitions of a great horrour of 


ſin, and a moſt earneſt deſire to be ever a from 7 
it. 5 


| ; _ Conſider 2dly, i in what ſenſe we here beg of God we 


% lead us into temptation ; ſince, as St. James ſ. 
chap. i. 13. God is not a tempter of evils ; and he 2 | 
1 <th;no man: viz. ſo as to incite, allure, or provoke to 
ſin. No certainly: ſuch temptations as theſe cannot 
be from God, who is eſſentially good, and ever re 
ſin; but they are from the — the fleſh and the de- 
1vil: yet. as. theſe never have power to tempt us, but 
(with God's permiſſion, nor ſtrength to overcome us, ut 
\when we neglect to apply, in a proper manner, to God 
cfor his grace; therefore, we make uſe of this expreſſion, 
zto ſignify our total dependance on God; and to beg 
athat he would not give the enemy any power over us, 


t nor ſuffer us to give ourſelves up to him. Moreover, 


(as thoſe trials, which God often ſends for the exercice 
of 


-every Day in tle Tear, 253 
of our virtue, and for the proof of our fidelity, are alſo in 
Scripture called temptations : ſuch as afflictions, eroſſes, 
pains, &c; of which God is certainly the author and dif- 
tributer : we beg of him, by theſe words, Lead us nut 
into temptation, that, with relation to all ſuch trials as 
theſe, he would ever have regard to our weakneſs, and | 
never lay upon us any load above our ſtrength. 

Conſider 3dly, with regard to temptations, that they 
are no ſins to us, if we give no way to them, nor bring 
them upon us by our own fault. So far from it, that 
they are often the occaſions of very great good to our 
ſouls; by obliging us to watch and to pray the more, 
from the ſenſe of our danger; by keeping us humble; 
and by affording us the opportunity of gaining as many 
victories, and conſequently as many glorious crowns for 
all eternity, as we have had conflicts with the enemy, 
by occaſion of temptations. Wherefore it is not the 
meaning of this petition, to pray that we may never 
have any temptation, (for this might not be expedient 
for us) but that we may never yield to temptation. But 
as for the ſeeking, or deſiring temptations, it would be Wl 
too great a raſhneſs to weak ſouls; and more eſpecially 
with regard to temptations againſt purity, it would 
be a crime to affect them, or, without neceſſity, to ex- 
poſe one's ſelf to them. Chriſtians, let us learn to arm 
ourſelves for this warfare with the armour of the fear of 
God, and a lively faith: let us ſtand upon our guard 
by watching and praying: let us readily and heartily 
reſiſt the firſt attacks of the enemy: let us bear with , kl 
patience and humility the labour and trouble of the | 
conflict; but ever reje& with horrour the criminal ſatis- 
faction propoſed by the enemy. | | 
Conclude to obſerve theſe rules with regard to temp- MM 
tations ;z to join always an humble diſtruſt in thyſelf, My 
with a firm confidence in God; and ever to have re- 
courſe to him, in all thy conflicts, by humble and fer- 
vent prayer; and thou ſhalt always come off with vic= Wl 
tory, | Tn to Mend ve 
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Wedneſday after the third Sunday. 


N Deliver us from evil. | 
* ON SID ER firſt, that this petition is near a- 


ü kin to the two foregoing petitions; inaſmuch as 
the main drift of the former of them was to deliver us 
from the evil of our paſt ſins; and of the latter to keep 
us from the evil of ſin, for the time to come; and this, 
in general, begs to be delivered from all evil, paſt, pre- 
ſent, or to come. Now, of all theſe evils, ſin is not on- 
Iy the greateſt, but is, in ſome ſenſe, the only thing that 
deſerves to be called evil: becauſe all other things, that 
we call evils, are either the conſequences of ſin, or ceaſc 
to be real evils, when not accompanicd with ſin. So 
that the main buſineſs of this petition is to beg of God 
that he would deliver us from all fin, paſt, preſent, or 
to come; from all the conſequences of fin, and the pu- 
| niſhments which our fins have deſerved ; from the fla- 
very of our, paſſions and finful habits ; and, from the 
| tyranny and poſſeſſion of the evil one, who has the do- 
| minion over all wilful ſinners. Good God, for thy 
| mercy ſake, and through the precious blood of thy Son, 
| our 1 deliver us from all ti;eſe dreadful evils ! 
Conſider 2dly, by deſcending into particulars, all 
that ſcene of numberleſs evils, to which we are liable, on 
account of ſin, in this miſerable world; and from which 
| We here pray to be delivered by the mercy of God: 
{ Tuch as all publick calamities, wars, plagues, famines, 
| earthquakes, tempeſts, inundations, &c. beſides a mul- 
|  titude of private evils, to which each particular perſon is 
'fo frequently expoſed. Then all ſpiritual evils, which are | 
much more deplorable, whether public or private; here- 
| "hes, ſchiſms, perſecutions of the church, errors, abuſes, 
oppreſſions of the poor, ſacrileges, ſcandals, national vices, 
| and the general reign of Satan and ſin in the thoughts, 
Words, and actions, of the children of this world. And, 
With regard to the future, the dreadful evil of unpro- 
| vided death, and final impenitence ; the diſmal ſuffer- 
| ings £1 


r 
ings of another world; the judgment and ſentenct of 
eternal damnation; and the ſecond death of a miſe- 
rable eternity. And do not ſo many and ſuch lamen- 
table evils well deſerve that we ſhould continually pray, 
that God in his mercy would deliver us all from having 
any ſhare in them ? | 

Conſider 3dly, as to thyſelf in particular, how ma 
and how great evils thou baſt reaſon to apprehend, to 
be either actually upon thee, or to threaten thee on eve- 
ry fide. Reflect on the multitude of thy paſt and prez 
ſent ſins, infinitely more numerous, and more enormous 
than thou imagineſt ; the uncertainty of the forgiveneſa 
of them; becauſe of the uncertainty, the weakneſs, 
and inconſtancy of thy repentance 5 the dreadful debt 
of puniſhment due to thy ſins, and how little thou haſt 
done towards the diſcharge of it; the vices and paſſions 
thou art daily ſubje to; the many enemies that en- 
0 s thee, and are continually laying ſnares for thx 
foul ;, the corruption of thy own heart, the blindneſs of 
thy underſtanding, thy weakneſs in all that is good, and 
the violence of thy concupiſcence, and inclinations: t 
evil, Then ſce what thou baſt to apprehend of evil for 
the future, from the judgments of 6 d ever hanging 
over the head of impenitent ſinners; from the malice 
and ſubtilty of thy enemies, ever intent upon thy ruins. 
and the hold thou giveſt them by thy paſſions, and that 
unhappy ſelf-love which keeps a continual correſpon- 
dence with them ; laſtly, from that miſerable death, 
judgment, and hell, which are the portion of all who, 
by occaſion of mortal ſin unrepented of, fall into the 
hands of the living God: and thou wilt be convinced 
of the neceſſity of thy continually crying out to thy on- 


Iy Redeemer : Deliver us from evil. Amen. 


Conclude to embrace humble and fervent prayer, as 1 


the ſovereign means to be delivered from all evils, paſt, 
preſent, or to come: and as thefe evils continually Ml 
threaten thee, ſo let thy prayer alſo be in ſome meaſure 
continual. 1 
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| ledge his abſolute ſovereig 
on him. 2. An act of thankſgiving for all his benefits in 


a Thurſday after the third Sunday. 


On morning prœyer. | 


NONSIDER firſt, that every ſervant of God 
cougnht to begin the day with the worſhip of God, 
and to give his heart, as the wiſe man ſays, Eccluſ, 
xxxix. 6, to reſort early to the Lord that made him; and 
to pour forth his prayer in the fight of the Mai High. 
The manna of heaven melted away, and was loſt, if 
the people of God did not get up before the ſun to ga- 
ther it: that it might be known to a'l men, ſays Scho. 
mon, Wiſdom, xvi. 28, that we muſt prevent the ſun to 
Bleſs God, and worſhip him at the dawning of the light. 


O Ged my God, ſays the royal prophet, Pſ. Ixii. To thee 


do I watch at break of day. My ſou}, ſee thou never 
neglect this morning worſhip of thy God. Let not the 
devil run away with thy firſt thoughts : but give them 
to God, by a pure and perfect offering of thy whole 
ſelf to his love and ſervice, for that day, and for all eter- 
nity: and whilſt thou art riſing and dreffing thyſelf, 
keep thyſelf in his company, and fpeak to him. +64 

Conſider 2dly, what are the particular acts of virtue 
and religion, that ought to be the ingredients of thy 
morning en ore 1. An act of adoration of the infinite 
majeſty of God,and of homage to him;by bowing down 


þ both body and ſoul to worſhip him with all thy powers, 


as thy firſt beginning, and thy laſt end; and to acknow - 
hy, and thy total dependance 


general, and in particular, to thee and to all the 


world: for creation, preſervation, redemption, vocation 
to the true faith, c. as alſo for his eternal love, and, in 


conſequence of this love, his bringing thee to the begin- 


ning of this new day, in order to bring thee forward to 


the happy day of eternity. 3. An act of contrition, for 
all thy paſt ingratitude, and for all thy fins, with a ſin- 


| cere reſolution of renouncing them all for the future. 4. 


| An offering of all thy thoughts, words, and actions of 


the 


e pee eee 
day, to the honour and glory of God; and of thy who 
ſoul, to he employed in loving and ſerving him. 8, An 
humble and fervent ſupplication, to beg the grade of 
God, and his bleſſing, for thyſelf, and for the whole 
church: that he would keep all from ſin; and teach all 
eſfectually to love him, and ſerve, him for ever, G 
Conclude always with acts of faith, hope and charity 
and recommend thyſelf to the prayers and protection a 
the Bleſſed Virgin, of thy good Angel, and of all the 


" 


Angels, and glorified Saints. hy 


*. Conſider 3dly, that thou mult alſo remember, in thy. 
morning exercice, to declare war againſt thy cuſtoma- 
ry failings and ſins ; but more eſpecially againſt th 


* 


predominant paſſion, which is the moſt dangerous of a | 
x enemies. This is that daily warfare in Which all, 
of neceſſity, myſt be engaged, who have a mind to ſave. 
their ſouls ; we mult all fight, and fight continually, a- 
gainſt our vices and paſſions, or they will carry us td 
nell. Now this it is that obliges us to renew every 
morning our good reſolutions ; yet without truſtin at. 
all in ourſelves; and to arm, and prepare orales Ber ht 
forehand for theſe conſticts, by forecaſtin the occaſions! $40 
and temptations we are like to meet with in the daf 3 1 
and by concluding upon the meaſures proper to be 
taken, in order to overcome them, either by flight, ct 
hght; but principally by fervent prayer to our Lord, 75 
te help, us in the combat, and to grant us the vie- 


tor. So 
E 42. : 12 . „ 5 ON ae * 
. Conclude to be ever diligent in this morning ex- MM 


ercice. A. good beginninggof the day is a 1 
ter. He will have the whole day, to whom thou giveſt 
the beginning of, it... n 
ary 356 ON 
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On evening prayer. n DIAS 


NONSIDER firſt, that, as God is our fort begin- 
ning, foraſmuch as we are made by him; ſo is he 
allo our laſt end, becauſe we are made for dim 2 and, 
therefore, as we ought to begin the day with him, by 
morning prayer; ſo we ought to end the day in his 
company, by evening prayer. Morning and evening 
prayer are like the two daily meals of the ſoul, that 
ought not, upon any account, to be omitted; leſt che 
ſoul ſhould languiſh and grow ſick, for want of her dai - 
Iy food : and if, upon any os <caſion, we are hindered 
from taking theſe meals, at their uſuaF times, we ought: 
to obſerve what we practiſe with regard to our bodily 
meals, that is, we muſt procure to take them afterwards, 
- at the firſt opportunity. Moreover, as we make it our 
Kare, that our families, and ſuch as are under our 
charge, ſhould not want their daily corporal ſuſtenance, 
ſo we ought much more to make it our care, that their 
fouls may not ſtarve, for want of our aſſembling them 
prayer, or ſeeing that they are regulas in ayers d 
-QXErCiICE: - 

- Conſider adly, that one of the principal duſineſſes of 
the evening exercice, is the daily examination of con- 
ſcience, which may be made in this manner: I. Place 
thyſelf in the preſence of God, bow thyſelf down, and 
- adore him; and give him thanks for all he has done 
that day for thee, and for the whole world. 2. Earneſt- 
ly beg his light and grace, that thou may ſt diſcover all 
thy ſins, and be heartily ſorry for them. 3. Endeavour 
to call: to mind how thou haſt ſpent the day, from. 
morning till night; what cape thou haſt taken to diſ- 
charge thyſelf well, both of the common duties of aChri.. 
ſtian, and of the particular duties of thy ſtation or call- 

ing :. and 4 how thou haſt behaved thyſelf with 
| regard to thy cuſtomary failings, and thy predominant: 
| 5 080 4. Endeavour to be heartily ſorry for all the: 
. IS re ſins. 
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ſins of the day, and for all the ſins of thy whole life, 
known or unknown: go in ſpirit to the feet, of-Chriſt, 
to make an humble Sutton f et d ee 
implore his mercy. 5. Reſolve upon a ſerious and 
thorough amendment for the future: determine to be- 
gin, from that very hour, a neu life, and think Gipen 
the means of accomplifhing it. O how hap e 
thoſe ſouls; that labour in this manner every night to 
waſh away their ſins with penitential tears; and that 
never venture to lie down to reſt, under the guilt of ſin 
unhappy they who, for want of this precaution, expoſe 
themſelves every night to the evident danger of dying in 
their ſms, and even of finding tliemſelves in hell be- 
fore erningn ß: aa e lot: 
- Conſider 3dly, that, in order to end the day well, 
we ought every night to endeavour to put ourſelves, a8 
much as poſſible, in the condition in which we'ſhould 
be glad to be found at the hour of our death. And 
therefore, befides offering up to God, every night; tbe 
ſacriſiee of x contrite and humble heart, for all the ſins 
of our life; the Chriſtian ſnould alſo think ſerioufty of 
bis laſt end; and diſpoſe himſelf for it, by acts of 
a lively faith; and of an entire confidenee in his Re- 
deemer; by a perſect oblation and reſignation of him- 
felf to the holy will of God; and by aſpiring to an eter- 
nal union with him; and in the mean time, hiding himſ- 
ſelf, with great affection, in the ſacred wounds of Jeſus i 
Chriſt; and there compoſing himſelf to reſt. See, mx 
foul, thou never forget this practice.. 


* 
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Conclude never to neglect any part of this evening Wi 
exercice; and to ſee that it be not negleEted-by-any ⁵⁶ 
under thy care. A religious performance of this 
1 a great means to ſecure to thy ſoul a happy Wl 
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ONSIDER firſt, that we are not only to ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to God by prayer, in the morn- 
ing, and in the evening ; but we are allo called upon, 
in the word of God, to pray always, St. Luke xviii. 1. 
10 pray without ceaſing, 1 I hel. v. 17, and to feek 
the face of the Lord evermare. Pl. civ. 44 The foul 
that truly loves her God, will never bear to ſtay all 
the day long, without often thinking of him, and. 
ſpeaking to him; ſeeing he has both his eye, and hig 
heart, always uponher. Love ever ſeeks the company 
and converſation of its beloved: now 'tis by the means 
of prayer, that we are introduced into the company 
and converſation of our great lover; and we quickly 
' loſe both his love and bim, if we paſs whole days in 
the forgetfulneſs of him. Beſides other dangers, that 
[| continually threaten us, when we do not run under the 
wings of God, and keep cloſe to him, by continual 
prayer. So that if we love either God, or ourſe]ves, 
vue muſt frequently in the day have recourſe; to 
prayer. *Fis the very breathing, and life of the ſoul; 
and therefore, to think to confine it to the morning, or 
| evening only, is to expoſe the. ſoul to the danger of: 
| periſhing for want of breath. Had 
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Conſider 2dly, that the practice of this. continual: 
prayer, does net require that we ſhould; be always 
upon our knees, nor yet that we ſhould always have 
a prayer-book in our hands, or be always reciting a 
ſorm of prayer: nor does it any ways break in upon 
} our other employments, ſo as to be any hindrance to 
them; no not even to our common converſation, or. 
recreations: But it only conſiſts in a certain ſenſe and 
conviction of the preſence of God, and in frequent 
converſions of the ſoul to him. Thus, for example, 
in the beginning of every action, the ſoul ſhould turn 
to her God, (Who is alway near her, and in the 95/4 

| midſt. 


edery Day in the' Ra 268 
midſt of her) by offering up to his honour and glory 
what ſhe. is. going to do; and, at the fame time, offerir 
her whole of to him: Thus, in the midſt 'of all her 
actions, and converſations, ſhe ſhould frequently tend 
to him, by aſpirations or breathings of love; and call 
him to her affiſtance, by ſhort. ejaculatory ptayers. 
This way of proceeding will ſanctify all her a) 
performances, and make them all partake both of the 
nature, and of the benefit of prayer. E diff 1 
Conſider 3dly, how diligent the ancient patriarchs 
were in this exercice of praying always; ſince the Scrip- 
ture ſays, they walked with God; and in his fight; which 
implies their ever thinking of him, and having a con- 
ſtant attention to pleaſe him. The like was the prac- 
tice of the fathers of the deſart, and of ſo many other 
Saints, who, even whilſt their hands were at work, took 
care to have their hearts on God. Chriſtians, let us 
imi ate theſe ſervants of God: and ſince no time, nor 
place, nor company, nor occupation, can exclude the 
divine immenfity,” which fills heaven and earth; nor Mil 
hinder God, from being ſo near to us, that our ver 
ſouls are not more preſent to our bodies, which the 
animate, than God is to the very center of our ſouls; | 
let no time, nor place, nor company, nor occupation, 
divert us from often thinking of him, and often ſpeak- , | 
ing to him, in our hearts. No converſation can be ſo 
honourable, ſo profitable, or ſo agreeable, as this which 
= Ron in the cloſet of our ſouls with our Sovereign 
o0d, | | 
Conclude to aim, with all thy power, at this inward. 
converſation with God, in the midſt of all thy ex- MR 
ternal occupations. In order to this, keep thy mind . Wi 
pure from impertinent amuſements, and roving ima». } 
ginations ; and thy heart from all diſorderly ties and 
affections to creatures: and God will fill both thy... 8 
mind and thy heart, and will effectually teach thee to 
pray always, | . 
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1 (CONSIDER firſt, thoſe, words of che divine law: I . 
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and the whole created univerſe, and to bring them to 


12 . . . . 
{4 inſiſting ſo much upon our loving him; and upon pur 


add any thing to, his happineſs, by loving him) Or 
| | will he loſe any thing, if we refuſe him our love? 


>". quoted,: ark xii. 30. Thau Halt laue the Lard 
thy God, with thy whole heart, and with thy whole 


Jeu, and with thy whole mind, and with thy whale 0 
Hrength. This, ſays our Lord, is the greateſt, and the il .. 
 firft commandment, Matt, xxii. 39. Ves, my ſoul, 'tis, (6 


the greateſt of all the commandments of God, in his Ic 
divine eyes; and that which, he takes moſt of all to 
heart; ſince he has made our ſouls to his own image 
and likeneſe, to this very end, that we ſhould love him, 
and ſhould dedicate our whole being to his divine love, 
for all the time of our pilgrimage here upon carth; 
that ſo we might come to be happily; united, to him, 
in an eternal band of love, in his heavenly, kingdom, 
O the excellent dignity of this divine ecommandinent, 
which tends directly and immediately to raiſe our fouls 
above this earth, and: above the heavens of. heavens, 


the God that made heaven and earth, and to unite 
them to him, by a moſt perfect love, both for time and 
eternity | , 
Conſider 2dly, the incomprehenſible goodneſs of 
God, manifeſted to. us in this commandment ; in _his 
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tending with all our power to a union with him. Is 
then our love of any conſequence to him? Or can we 


And what is there in us, poor little ants, if compared to 
| his infinite majeſty, that he ſhould concern himſelf 
whether we love him, or no? Would it not be an 


i! unſpeakable favour to us, that he ſhould even ſuffer us, 


' ſhould make it a commandment, and the very firſt and 


- conſidering who he is, and who we are, to afpire ſo high 
as to pretend to his love? But that this great God 


prin- 


E 


principal of all his commandments, that we ſhould | ove 
him, and love him with our whole heart; that he 
ſhould inſiſt upon our entering into this ſtrict league of 
eternal friendſhip with him, promiſing all happineſs 
for eternity upon our compliance, and threatening us 
with moſt dreadful and eternal evils, if we love Fink 
not: *tis this that ſhews forth, and ſets in fo wonderful 
a light, the goodneſs of our God, and his love for us 3 
that we ſhould be not only moſt wretched, inſenſible, 
and ungrateful beyond expreſſion, but even, in ſome 
ſenſe, worſe than devils, if we ſhould refuſe him our 
love. | ER +: th: 

Conſider 3dly, the excellence of this command- 
ment of divine love, with regard to the fruits it brings 
to our fouls, Divine love is the queen of virtues : 
ſhe never comes alone; but brings all other virtues 
along with her: ſhe gives life to them all: even faith, 
and hope, are dead, when ſhe is not in their company. 
| She brings with her the remiſſion of all our fins : ſhe 
makes us the friends and favourites of the Moſt High : 
ſhe makes us his children, his ſpouſes, his temples': 
ſhe is the bond of all 1 O my ſoul, how 
glorious it is, how happy, how delightful, to be thus 
united to thy God by a ſtrict band of friendſhip, and 
love! O embrace then, with all thy powers, this great 
commandment; which, by obliging thee to give thy 
wholeſelf up to the love of God, brings down thy 
God, with all his treaſures, to thee | 
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thy life, to learn this great leſſon of loving God: and 
as no one but God himſelf can effectually teach thee 
ſo ſublime, and ſo divine a ſcience, continually beg 
of him to introduce thee into his ſchool; which he 
holds in thy interiour; and there to be thy maſter. 
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Conclude to make it henceforward the buſineſs of 
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he, Exod. iii. 14. And, He tobe ii, "Bath" 


good, infinitely beautiſul; the one true ſovereign good: 


and truth itſelf: compared with whom all things 
are juſt nothing at all. 


tives thou halt to love this 
is the immenſe ocean of all good. 


in thoſe words THY Gop; foraſmuch as the 
that this Lord of infinite majeſty 


_ thine. 


nicates himſelf to thee: he is 7 
thy paſtor, thy keeper, thy a ah benefactor, 1. 


good, for time, and eternity. 
fallen from him, and from his love, by ſin, 


Ip. Wies 3 1648 


5 ' Honday af zer the fourth PSAS 


On loving the Lord our Cad abave all things. 


ONSIDER firſt, che import of theſe words: 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God: and thou ſhalt 


find in them innumerable "motives to dedicate thy ſelf 


to divine love: For who is this thou art here 45 
manded to love? TRE Lord : that is, the eternal, 
ſelf-exiſtent, incomprehenſible, and infinite being of 
beings, who alone properly ic, and who is being itſelf. 
For all this is implied in that ineffable name, 'which 

is here rendered: THE Lox p. Jam, who am 55 
nt me'to 
you, TME Lord, that i is, the Creator, and abſolute 
maſter of the whole univerſe; of all things viſible and 
inviſible: infinitely powerful, infinitely wiſe, infinitely 


infinite in all perfections: goodneſs, beauty, perfection 


d We 
ee, my ſoul, how'm d- 

Near Erd with Tool. 
prizes in himſelf all that is lovely and charming, who 


Conſider 2dly, the motives of divine love implied 
ſigni 
is alſo pleaſed' to ® 


Yes, he is !by God, he is thy firſt beginning, 
and thy laſt end: he is thy maker, who has” nia 


thee, for himſelf; and who man 4 25 daily contin | 
father, thy ſpouſe, | 


ever faithful friend, thy ancient and moſt difinterefted 
lover: thy ſovereign good, and the ſource” of alt %% 
And wheteas thb 15 

8 


been pleaſed to give himſelf to thee, in a mannbr 
more endearing, by ſending his own Son to be'rhy 
Saviour and Redeemer, O reflect my ſoul on what 
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Son of God has done, and has ſuffered for the Pie of C 
thee, \ From the firſt moment of 'his+codhceptiony thou 


waſt always in his heart, His love for thee brought 
8 him down from his heavenly throne, to take fleſh ànd 
. blood in the womb ofthe Virgin: his love — 
t made him offer up his fleſh, and blood on the altar of 
1c che croſs, a ſacriſice for thy ſins: his love for thee made 
him bequeath thee this ſame fleſh and blood, in an ad- 
l, mirable ſacrament, to unite thee, to himſelf for eternity. 
of MW And ſhall not all this oblige thee to love him, and to 


love him with thy whole heath 
h . Conſider Z3dly, that this love which we owe: to our 
God, both as infinitely good in himſelf, and as infi- 
% nitely good to us; muſt be a love of preference: that 
| is, we muſt love him above all other things whatſoever. 
p For he that loves his worldly honour, his intereſt, his 
ly WI pleaſure, his own will, the gratifying his humours 
7 and paſſions, or the pleaſing of any perſon, how near, 
n or dear ſoever, more than his God, is not worthy of 
A God; but is. guilty of high treaſon-againſt him, and of 
4 a, kind of idolatry, in preferring the creature before 
. the Creator, who is bleſſed for evermore. And not 
b only he that prefers any creature before God, but he 
| that even offers to put himſelf, his own life, his deareſt 
affections, or any other thing created, or even the whole 
creation, in ballance with his God, ſo as to love them 
as much as God, is in like manner unworthy of God, i | 
and offers him the greateſt outrage imaginable: becauſe 

the whole univerſe, compared with God, is a mere 
nothing: and therefore cannot, without an intolerable *M 
injury, be put in ballance with him. Ah l what muſt! 
then think of myſelf, when I have fo often preferred 
empty toys, mere vanities, and lying follies before the * 

ee io hoot 11% 55:11 HY 
Conelude henceforward at leaſt to love the Lord thy. ⁵ 
God above all things; and nothing elſe with him, but 
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1] what thou loveſt for his ſake ; and with relation to him. 
„Cry out with St. Michael, Quit ut Deus? Who is 
eie to God ? And who but he deſerves our heart?! ñ³ 
g | 


. 1 Tu:ſday 


£06 "Ts DIT ATION 90 9 


N 50 JV FT . 1871 yt Tv, T3, 1 


15 e 54 ge the farth Sunday. 


ot. Oz loving God with our whole beart. 


(CONSIDER iſt, that the fieſt action Sich dit 
vine love calls for, by this great commandment; is 
that of our heart. My ſon, give me thy heart, fays the 
Wiſdom of God, Prov. xxiii. 26. This ſacrifice muſt 
be of the whole heart, and in the nature of a holocauft ; 
that is, of a ſacrifice, in which the 1vho/e victim is given 
to God, without reſerve ; being firſt ſlain, and them laid 
upon the altar of God, and there conſumed with: fire ; 
even with that fire, which originally came from heaveri; 
Levit. ix. 24. and which was commanded to be kept 
always burning upon God's altar. Whereſore, in this 
myſticul facri fie of love, this heart of ours, in order to 
he made a holocauſt; ſhould alſo firſt be ſlain, that is, 
ſhoul&Ffirſt die to irſetf, and to all its diſorderly. affecs 
tions, by mort Ufieation and felf. denial; and 0 be laid 
on God altar, to be wholly dedicated FE) conſecrated 
to Him; and to evaporate, as it were, to him, in the 
games of divine love; which is the true fire, that comes 
down from heaven, to carry us up thither; and which 
otight always to be kept bimning in. the myitical tem- 
ple of God in our ſoulss. A F e 
Conſider 2dly, how juſt, how realwrighte) how? ne+ 
ceflary it is, that we ſhould love our God with jour 
tu hole heart, ſo as to give no part of it away ſrom him: 
fince it belongs wholly to him by all manner of titles. 
He made our Reart for himſelf, to be the eternal ſeat, 
and the living temple of his Wie : and he has given it a 
certain appetite after him, together with an Wb 

capacity of love, which nothing leſs than' Gol hp 
or ſatis: y. + He has ſhed his own. moſt precious blood, 
co purchaſe our heart; to cleanſe it for hiniſelf, and to 
lil ir with his love. It has been ſolemnly aner 
flakétihed, and conſecrated to him, at out baptiſm)” He 
4 has ſent kis divine Spirit to tate poſſe ion of it 550 
1 makei it his kingdom, and't to eſtablifh his throne in it. 
It 
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rbery Duy in ther Nur. 
It muſt be then a moſt crying injuſtice, if we offer 
to alienate any part of our heart fram him, ho 


claims it all, upon ſo many titles. O Chriſtians f let us 


give him what's is his, without reſerye: let us divert no 
part of this ſmall heart of ours away from the immenſe 
Lord of A and earthy: it Wr a” TROY 
a——_— ite. A 18. 
Conſider 30 75 that 4. lows of God will not admit 
of a divided heart : he will not ſuffer à rival in his 
kingdom, a partner in his throne, or an idol in his 
temple. Our God is a jealous God, and therefore, if 
we follow any other 8 loſe his love, and drive 
him away from us. Alas] my, ſoul who is this that 
thou wouldſt aſſociate with God in thy heart? Ia it thy 
worldly pride, thy carnal affections, thy ſenſual incli: 
nations ? Affure thyſelf) his love: cannot endure; ſuch 
company as this. Or is it ſome favourite creature, 
which art unwilling to diſlodge, from the place it 
has occupied in thy heart? Ah | the bed is too narrow] 


it will hot kold two; thou muſt either part with the crea- - 


ture or the Order He loves God too little, who 
loves any thing elſe vrith him, which he does not love 
in him, ſor his A and a e the love 
of Rin „ T9 Of» 

\Conchide to . thy feienP i in a God, ad. thy ene» 
my for God's ſake ; and all ſuch things as thou mayſt 
lawfully! love, according to the meaſure and rule 


preſcribed by divine love: and thus no loye of the 


creature will take off any part of thy heart from 
the love of the Creator: thus thou ſhalt n e 
with meer Aare ein t vit ins en ;þ 
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on hoing God with our whole ſoul. 
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88 $ID: E R firſt, that. we. are not only to 67 
God with our whole heart; that is, with our whole 

attechion-: but alſo wich our whole ſoul; that is, by apg 
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whole ſelf up to his heavenly love. O how. happy 
God! How happy is that will, that is the eternal ſef- 
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divine love and ſervice, becauſe he made theft ſotils 
of ours after bis on image and likeneſs, for this very 


| end, that they might be wholly. dedicated to his Jove; 
and mi ightturn all their powers and faculties towardshim, | 
to ſerve and glorify 


him for ever; Bring then, my*ſou?, 
bring all thy powers to thy God, and oblige them all to 
bow down to this divine law of love, and ardently to 
embrace its happy ſervice ; which will ennoble and per- 
fect them all. © let thy underſtanding be ever direct- 
ed, by its bright light, into the ways of truth]! The 


light of divine love will expel the dark miſts raiſed by 


thy paſſions and ſelf-Jove, . which ſo often over-cloud 
thee, and make thee go aſtray, Let thy memory be 
ever recollected by divine oe. Let all thy words arid 
actions, let all thy deſires, be ever guided and actuated 
by this heavenly charity. O bleſſed kingdom of divine 
love, when wilt thou come to me, and take full poſſeſ- 
hon of my whole ſoul/ / 

. Conſider adly, that as the will is that ruling power 
of the ſou], which is the proper ſeat of love; ſo'tis the 
will, amongſt all the powers of the ſoul, that ought, it 

a ſpecial manner, to be dedicated and —— to 
divine love. The will ever has good for the object of 
her love ; ſo as not to be able to love, or embrace, any 


thing, but under the form, or appearance at leaſt, of 


good. Now God alone is the true and ſovereign good ; 
and he alone can ſatisfy the inbred appetite ſhe has for 


good. In the love of him alone ſhe finds herſelf hap+ | 
py : all other loves do but impoſe upon her, and de- | 


Therefore, | 
for his ſake, and tecauſe he is infinitely ge in him- 
felf ; as well as for her own ſake, and becauſe he is her 


ceive her with empty airy appearances. 


only true and ſovereign good; ſhe ought to give - 


that will, that is thus wholly dedicated. to the 124 


vant of divine love, and makes a conſtant ſacrifiee of 


ber whole liberty and property to the all-wiſe, all- Pow 
5 1 e and ever- loving will of Gd!) I 
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our Saviour, wer . 'of gut fes 


Taue e by devoting; his whole will, without reſerve, 


and with all the ardour of his ſoul, to do, and to love, 
the bleſſed will of his Fa ther. Hear how he expreſſes 
himſelf, Pl.. xxxix. 8, 9. Then aid 7. Beboli I come. 
In the head of the hoch it i, turitten of me, that, 1 ſhould 
da thy will : O my Ge I baue drfired 152 nd th by law in 
the midſt of my. heart, This will of by Father Wass. 
during his whole life, the continual object of his loye ; z 
the ſubject of all his thoughts; the motive of all his 
words and actions; he loved it ſo that it was his ve 
bod; he laid down his life for the love of i it, And 
didſt not thou. allo, my ſoul; come into this world to 
do, and to love, the will of God! Is not thy will given 
thee for this end? Haſt thou any other bulineſs here? 
Is it not alſo written of thee in bie book of life, that 
thou ſhould'ſt do the will of God ? And canſt thou ſay 
with thy Saviour, O my God, tis. what I have willed, 
and deſired, in the midſi of my, heart O take heed, 
leſt if. thy will fall from this. 525 of the will of Jag 
and of his holy law, thy name be blotted out of, ' the 
45 of life, which, in effect, is the ſame as the book of 
e. 
Conclude to dedicate thy whole foul, with alt” 
powers, to. the love of God ; and eſpecially to make o- 
ver thy will to him, without i This is a devo- 
tion the moſt ſolid, and the moſt ſecure; the moſt a 
ECON to Gods and the 8 to * 
te 
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e after FA ; fournh Sunday, 


On loving God with aur whale mind. a 
ON SIDE R firſt, that our white er 2 i. 


to be conſecrated to divine love, according to the 


os Che » bow the ts eat Pei of 1 loves : 
8 


import. of that greateſt and firſt commandment of our *. 
heavenly lover. Now the mind is the ſeat of thougnt, 
and co ſequently, of conſideration, mediation, 3 
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I colk@ionirn God. Wherefore; to love: God wicht hr 


whe mind, is ro have our thoughts ever turned towauds 
him ; to conſider him; to meditate daily upon him, 
and his truths; and upon all that relates to him, or 
helps to bring the ſoul to him; to walk always in his 
preſence; and to keep ourſelves. recollected in the re- 


membrance of him. This love of the tobale mind was 


required of all the ſervants of God, even in the old law; 
and much more in the new, which is the law of love. 
Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy God, &c. ſaid he, Deut: vi. 
and theſe twords whith I command thee this day, ſball be 
in thy heart + and thou ſhalt tell them to thy children, and 
thou ſhalt "meditate upon tbem ſitting in thy houſe,” and 
walking en thy journey, ſleeping and riſing: and thin 
Halt bind them as a fign on thy hand, and they. ſhall be, 
and ſhall move between thy eyes, and thou ſbalt \ write 
them en the doors of thy houſe. See, my foul; how 
ſtrongly thy God inculcates the perpetual remembrance 
of him and of his divine Jaw, but more eſpecially of the 
great commandment of love, which is the fulfilling of 
the whole law. See how | he' expects that thy.wbole: 
Mn ſhould be ever full of him 

Conſider 2dly, how reaſonable and juſt it is, that we 
mould love our God with our whole mind, by ever re- 
membring and thinking on him. He always remem- 
ders us, and thinks on us: his eye is always upon us: 
from all eternity we have ever had a place in his eter- 
nal mind, in which he has cheriſhed us with infinite 
Jove : and ſhall we refuſe him the place he calls for in 
our mind; or put him off with any thing leſs than our 


while mind? Alas! what worthleſs things are we! 


How unworthy that this great God ſhould give us any 
place in his thoughts, or concern himſelf at all about 
us! But O my ſoul, let us never be ſo wretched, ſo un- 


| pron, ſo wicked, (ſince he is pleaſed to ſhew ſo much 


love to us) as to ſuffer any more every empty toy, e- 
very idle roving imagination, every vain amuſement to 
take place of him in our mind, and baniſh. him from 
our thoughts. We cannot be without thinking of 
fomethiog all the day long: and what can We think 1 

o 


every Day in the Har 
ſo noble, ſo deſirable, ſo lovely, 4b charming, ſo pr 
fitable, ſo delightful, as our God 2 What are we. te 
doing, when we let whole days paſs in — ugg 
every thing elſe but him? Surely this can never be Vn; 
ing him with our whete mind: or indeed loving him at 
all: for where the treaſure is we my there both; our 
heart and mind will bee. 11] to $21&tdHt 1 
Conſider 3dly, the great advantages of ever keeping 
God in our mind, by a recollection of thought and 
a remembrance of his preſence. Tis a moſt power 


fal reſtraint to keep us from all ſin: tis a perpetual. 
pur to make us run on in the way of virtue: it fur- 
f niſnes us with counſel. in our doubts; comfort in our 
? afflictions; encouragement. in our Jabours * defence 
„ againſt al our enemies; protection in all dangers; it 
; enlivens our faith, animates our hope, gives 2 contin, 
4 nual encreaſe to divine charity, and brings us, in ſome. 
; meaſure, into heaven, whilſt we are here living upon 
earth; by ever keeping us in the company of God, 
} ihveſted/av it were with him on all ſides, and employ-, 
2 ed: about him, by contemplation and love. O how 


true it is, that, as diſſipation af thought, and forgets, 
fulneſs of God, is the ſource of all our evils; ſo recol- 
lection of the mind in God is the ſource — all gur 
good! O how happy then are thoſe ſouls. that always. 
ſeek in this manner, the face of the Lord, pag 0 their 
whole mind to him and his love! 2 
Conclude to baniſh from thee, | all impertinent 
thoughts, and vain amuſements, all roving imagine 
tions and uſcleſs ſchemes, which have too often hi- 
therto occupied thy mind, and ſhut out thy God: and 
then thy beloved will quickly n return. 5 n ae 
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- Ou louing God with our whole area 1. 


Db 34 


love the Lord thy God with thy whole ſtrength. As then, 
by virtue of the commandment of loving God with our 
whole mind, we are bound to give him our thoughts ; 

ſo, by being commanded to love him with our thal; 


firength, we are to give him alſo. our werds and actions. 
titles : we were. 


We ourſelves are his, and that by 
made by him alone, and for him alone: and therefore 
as the whole fund is his, ſo alſo ought the whole 
produce; as the tree is his, ſo ought all the fruit to grow, 
for him : 
from him. 
reſide in our heart, to reign in all the powers, of our 
Heul, and to fill our mind, but ought alſo. to itſelf 
in our whole converſation; and to- regulate all our 
words and actions; ſo as to give to each one of them 


its due perfection. And this is is loving God N our 
whole flrength, 
Conſider 2dly, that the true love af God ; iis like 


a fire which cannot lie idle: neither does. it con- 
tent itſelf with affection only; it always pro- 
ceeds to effects. It works great "things, when oc- 
caſion and opportunity ſerve; and, when thele are 
wanting, it will do wonders at leaſt, by the perfection 
it will give even to the leaſt, and wee ordinary, of our 
actions. This conſtant aiming at perfection, in our 
daily and ordinary actions, is one of the moſt impor- 
tant leſſons of a ſpiritual life; and is the true practice 
of loving God with our whole Atrengtb. Now this per- 
fection of our ordinary actions depends upon the purity 
and perfection of the intention, from which theſe ac- 
tions flow. The intention is pure, when it aims at 


God, 


A FE CREE Abe 
love claims alſo our whole. trength: Thou ſhalt 


it would be a crying injuſtice to alienate it 
Wherefore the love of God is not only to 


2 
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God, and for the greater glory of God. 11 bet ber 
bon eat. or drink, er whatſoever ey 0u A 
$5" the 750070 God; as RY Apes, 7. Oh . SHES 5 


meaneſt action. in life is. ennobled by this $0: Thi 
it becomes even an àct of divine love; and a new ſtep 
e I to unite the ſoul with God. So that the readieſt way 
„soo come to love God, with all our frength, is ta. 
rect the Whole body of our common actions to hi 
8 by the pure and perfect intention of ever doing 2 
holy but and rec in an things, * Wine 


lors | 
8 nſider 40, that, i inforder- to love God: with all. 
our ord: by the perfection of our ordinary actions, 
beſides this purity of intention, which ought: both; ta 
go before, and to accompany, all we do or ſay; we. 
ſhould alſo labour, in the progreſs of all our actions 
and converſations, to ſeaſon them, as it were, and to 
ſanctify them, by the exercice of frequent aſpirations 
of divine love. This may be practiſed by often tur- 
our ſouls, on every occaiion, to our beloved, conſi- 
dered as intimately preſent within us; by longing after 
him; our whole ſelves to him; rejoicing in his 


glory; ; begging. dom 


Ty we 
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for the advancement - of the king 
of his love, both in ourſelves, and in the whole world; 
and lamenting to ſee him every where ſo much offend- 
ed, and his Pre ſo much ſlighted c. Nothing con- 
tributes! more to advance the ſoul in the love of God, 
than a diligence in this exercicſgee. 

Conclude to ſeaſon all thy actions, in this manner, 
with divine love, both by beginning them with a pure 
intention of the glory of God; and accompanying 
them with frequent acts of love; thus thou ſhalt love 


the jm e God wn thy whole mel. 1101558 
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5 returning love far love. „Ul 
Sr firſt; that; beſides the moſt preſſirg I > 
wdotives we have to love God, by rexfon of his d 
own infinite beauty and perſection, and the infinite I tb 
charms that all center in him, to command our love: 10 
beſides all thoſe attractions, which are found in his in- 
nite mercy, his infinite bounty, his infinite wiſdom, WM 7 
his infinite truth, c. which are all infinitely amiable, ſt 
beyond all that can be expreſſed, or conceived by the Ic 
heart of min: beſides alſo, that all our happineſ$'is h 
found in him; and that his love is our greateſt honor, b 
dur greateſt intereſt, our greateſt plegſure; and that d 
which alone can bring us to our ſovereign Good, even 
to the poſſeſſion of God himſelf: in 'fine, beſides that 
the whole creation in general, and every creature in 
particular, calls upon us to love God, and publiflies 
aloud his infinite power, wiſdom; and goodneſs, to en- 
gage us to love him; a generous ſoul finds a moſt ſtrong 
and urgent motive to love God, in the conſideration 
Ig of che love that he has for us; and has had for us, 
from all eternity; and the innumerable benefits he has 
beſtewed upon us, in conſequence of this eternal Ioye. 
And yet, O ſtrange ingratitude and inſenſibility] che 
far greateſt part of poor mortals, notwithſtanding all 
ftheſe numdberleſs motives of love; are ſtill cold, in the 
midſt of {6 much fire which ſutrounds them, as it 
were, on all ſides; they ſtill refuſe a return of love ; ànd 
MY Mill prefer the meaneſt of theſe earthly toys, and even 
mere filth, before their moſt loving, and moſt lovely 
God. O ye heavens be aſtoniſhed, at ſo much baſen * 
ſo much blindneſs, and ſo much wickedneſ ß 
„Conſider 2dly, what kind of love this is, that Gbd 
bears to us. He bas laved us fir his 1 1 
his love has no beginning; his love is eternal; his 
love is continua; his thought and heart is always upon, 
us, His love is moſt faithful and conſtunt: fis le 
| » 2191. ? | ever 
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earry, Dayrin the Mar. 
never forſakes them, that do not firſt forſake his love. 
His love is moſt generous; it ĩmparts all good to his be- 
loved it prepares an © ernal kingdom for them; it gives 
them bhimſelf for eternity. His love is moſtpure and d:/in- 
tereſted; he deſires 1 'other return from his beloved 
but their love: and this, not fot any ſervice it wi 
do to him; (for it can do him none) but to unite 
them to himſelf, and make them happy. In fine his 
love is infinite, both in its origin, Which is himſelf, 


infinite good, which is alſo himſelf. O, miy ſoul, 
ſtand aſtoniſhed to ſee that this great God, this bounds. 
leſs Majeſty, ſhould have ſuch a love for thee ! O give 
him, in return for his love, all that thou canſt give him, 
by loving him with all thy power; and he will be 
thine forever. 
Conſider Zdly, the benefits, as well general, as 
particular, that we have received, and daily do receive, 
from, the infinite (goodneſs of this/ our eternal Joel. 
„Helis the author of all our good: our very being, 
0 * Our, whole ſoul and body is his gift. He has preſerved 


B : moment of our conception to this hour: © he has 
„ watched over us with an incomparable love; he has 


„ © defended us from à thouſand evils. He has given, 
a « his Angels a charge over us. He has ſent his 6wni' 
| : c Son from heaven for us; to deliver us from ſin and 
" bell ; and to procure all mercy, grace, and ſalvation 
4 « for. us. The whole life of the Son of God u 
1 earth was employed in ſerving us: he ſuffered for ds 
d che very) worſt. of torments; he ſhed all his moſt 
hs *- precious blood for the love of us. He. has leſt 
© himſell; and. to his heavenly kingdom): his word, 
© his church, his ſacriſice, his ſacraments," his body 
5, and blood, his graces, his inſpirations, Qc. He has 
* even, then | heaped favours upon us, and kept us 
from death and hell, when we were his enemies by 
* mortal ſin: he has waited for us with infinite pa- 
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and in its communications, by giving us an eternal and 4 


us, he has nouriſhed and-cheriſhed us, from the firſt 


dience, he bas called us back with an infinite te ndera- f i 


- — 


* — — 


— — 
1 
+ 
= 2, > 2 - : - — "= — a 
& - ea —— y „„ • ͤE—rͥ“;—U L —_ = 
* "SS £9 2 = 5 - A | 4 Fl 


— 2 . — PRI. 


— 


24 


— : - 
— — — 
— —— — 


14 
7 174 

4:0 
1 
1 
14 


n - - — — 9 

- 4 * * 4 n - - — — — r Lo x — — — — — 

E p — 7 * 
g - = — — 9 — i R's — — — — — — — 2 A . 
: — : wy 2 — 2— — — 4 - 
- 2 

ore ood to „„„ͤ% —— . jr ( — — A At — — ——— — — — * 
N 9 


2 Mrpirarroks or. 
© neſs; he has received us with open arms, when we 
have returned to him; and has mercifully overlooked 
ball our follies, all our diſloyalties, all our ingrtati- 
tude and repeated treaſons againſt him: beſides many 
© inſtances of his particular providence, which every 
© one of us has met with, in ſome. part or other of 
our life, And ſhall not all theſe, and innumerable 
other benefits and favours, oblige us to love him? O! 
© bleſſed by all creatures, be his goodneſs forever 
Conclude to have thy thought and heart always upon 
him, whoſe love is always heaping favours upon thee ; 
hy to make a perpetual return of love to thy eternal 
over. © Wy 


Rogation Sunday. | 
On the devotion of the time. . 


C ONSIDER firſt, that theſe days, between this 
Sunday, and the aſcenſion of our Lord, are days 

of devotion: and are called Rogation-days; becauſe they 

are ſet afide by the church, for ſolemn prayers, and 
ſupplications, joined with abſtinence, and penance; 

in order to turn away the wrath of God, provoked 

bylour fins ; to remove far from us his ſcourges, of wars, 

plagues, famines, &c. to implore his mercy, for-qur- 

ſelves and for all his people; and to beg his bleſſing 

upon the fruits of the earth. As the firſt inſtitution of 

the devotion of theſe days was occaſioned by a' terrible 

ſcene of diſaſters, and viſible judgments of God upon 
the people; to which a ſtop was put, by dedicating 
"theſe three days to prayer, and penance : ſo the ſucceſs, 
that attended this firſt eſſay, has encouraged the church 
to an annual practice of the. like devotion ever ſince. 
Hence we may learn, with what diſpoſitions of ſoul we 
-ought to preſent; ourſelves before the throne of grate 


at this time; with what a lively ſenſe; of the gullt of 


.our ſins, and of the judgments we deſerve for; them 
both here, and hereafter ; with, what deſire to return to 
God ſrom our ſius, and to oſſer him the 8 Fl 
I 4 * - - ,.contiite 
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contrite- and. humble heart for 1 _ to join, a 110 
it were, in a body, at this time, with the Whole people 
of God, in ſuing, in a proper manner, for his mercy, 
with moſt humble ſupplications, and fervent prayers. 
See, my ſoul, -if-theſe be thy diſpoſitions. ,.. .., - 
Conſider adly, that, although we do not every day 
feel the heavy hand of divine juſtice, by the experience 
of publick calamities, or other, viſible judgments ;, yet, 


which are continually. calling to God for vengeance, 
we ſhall find too much reaſon to apprehend that the 
ſword of God's juſtice is even now hanging over our 
heads; and that the worſt of his judgments will 
quickly fall upon Chriſtendom in general; if not 
averted by prayer and penance. This conſideration 
ought to determine all Chriſtians in general, (even the 


bours) gladly to embrace ſo happy an opportunity as 


heaven from ſuddenly, breaking over our heads; and 
hurrying away thouſands into the bottomleſs pit. And 
(as for every particular ſinner, now is the moſt favour- | 
able:time, tor him to ſue for mercy, becauſe at this time, | 
the whole church joins, in a particular manner, in 
praying for all ſinners. And if he ſhould neglect this 
opportunity, what may he not juſtly fear from, his re- 


to fall upon him; from the mouth of hell below, gap- F | 
ing to devour, him; from the devil, to whom he has 
fold himſelf, and from that monſter mortal ſin, (which 


» abbuti with him? O ſinners neglect not theſe days of 
o ſalxation, leſt they never return to you any more. 
wh, is your time, hereafter, there may be no 60s wi 
you.. 3 =. 
Conſider 2dly, the n bare, both b in 


« theepitle! and the goſpel of, the\ Rogations ito Jook: | 
diitYoc., I. for 


if we conſider the guilt of ſo many crying fins, not only 1 : 
of particular perſons, but even of whole nations, 


moſt innocent, if they have any concern for the pub- Wl 


lick -danget, or true charity for the ſouls of their neigh» A 1 


this, of joining with all the children of God in humi- bi 1 
: liations, and prayer, in order to prevent the thunder of vl 


peated treaſons; from the wrath, of God above, read 


is even worſe than the devil) which he always carries i 


$ Meditations „ 
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W for mercy, and for all good, both for ourſelves, agd 
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| 
r our neighbours, from humble and fervent prayer. 
1 | Th the if (St. James v.) we are taught the great 
efficacy of continual prayer, with an exhortation to 
| | Wen anoFhera in order to ſalvation; and a de- 
W claration of what the reward will be of them that 
| cpptribute to the ſalvation of others, In the goſpel 
| (ö. Luke xi.) we are exhorted by Chriſt our Lord, to 
re a holy importunity and perſeverance in prayer; and 
we are taught, by the example of a friend, and of a 
facher, to look for all good gifts from our heavenly Fa- 
1. ther, by the means of earneſt prayer. O what a friend 
| | indeed, what a parent have we in, him! or who is like 


to him in bounty and mercy ? Let us then be encou- 

raged by fheſe divine oracles, to go with confidence at 
I this time to the throne of grace: that we may obtain 
I mercy, and find grace in ſeaſonable aid, Hebr. iv. 16. 
Conclude to join at this time with the whole church, 
of God in prayer and penance, that thou mayſt obtain 
mercy both for thyſelf, and for thy neighbours, Hea-. 
ven can never reſiſt a general aſſault, made by the. 
Whole people of God, by the means of prayer, when 
Joined with a contrite and humble heart, 
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Win | | | | n R 89 10, 
On ibe means of attaining ta the love of Ged. 
esl ER firſt, that, as the defire of wiſdom is 
1 the true beginning of wiſdom : fo the firſt ſtep to 
the love of God, (which is true wiſdom indeed) is an 
WE carneft defire to love God. Bleſſed are they that hunger 
Ne and thirſt after this heavenly juftice : for they fb be 
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inceffantly, knockearneftly, at the gate of divinelove: It 
makes us riſe early in queſt of this heavenly wiſdom'"it” 
makes us glad to part with all things elſe, that we may 
purchaſe this precious pearl ; that we mayacquire this in- 
comparable treafure, He that with this deſire, aſpires after 
14 divine tore; already beging to poſſeſs what he deſſtes? 
bi | . ys | and 
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and the more he relithes the ſweetneſs of yhat he be-, ll 
gins to polleſs, the more he aſpires after it, Thus' Wil 
the defire of love begets love: and love begets 4 Mill 
ſtronger defire ; which begets a ſtronger love. So that 
the great means of learning to love God, is, by re- 
peated deſires and acts of love, to taſte and ſee how 
ſweet God is; and how ſweet a thing it is to love him.” 

Conſider 2dly, that divine love will not be found, 
by us, nor come to dwell in our ſouls, if we take no 
care to keep our inward houſe clean and pure for our 
beloved. Bleſſed are the clean of heart; for they ſhall. 
ſee God. Matt. v. So that if we entertain in our in- 
teriour any irregular company; that is, if our affections 
are ſet upon worldly vanities, upon filthy lucre, upon 
ſenſual pleaſures, upon gratifying our corrupt inclina- 
tions; divine love will not come near us: becauſe it 
cannot endure ſuch unclean company as this is, nor dwell Wi 
in a ſoul that is enflaved to worldly deſires, and difor- 
derly paſſions, "Theſe are to be parted with, or at leaſt i 
brought into order and ſubjection, if we would learn to Wh 
love God! This is the meaning of that Goſpel leſſon * It 
of ſelling all, to acquire the precious pearl of the king- 9 
dom of God, by his love's reigning in our ſouls. The” 
kingdom of divine love will allow of no rival, no ufur- - {| 
per, no rebel in its dominions. The ſpouſe of di- 
vine love muſt belong wholly to her ſpouſe alone , ſhe 
muſt be a garden cloſe ſhut, to all others, a fountain 
ſealed up; for him alone. Cantic. iv. So that another 
neceſlary means of attainiug to divine love, is a gene- 
ral mortification of all foreign and irregular affefions.} a 

Conſider 3dly, that the ſovereign means of acquiring ⁶ 
divine love is the daily exercice of mental prayer; ⁶ 
which employs all the powers of the ſoul in waiting in | 
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2g Mebrr ations 
A ſpieit of tecollectlon; by a continual ſenſe and re- 
membrance of God's preſence; by frequently calling 
back the ſoul to him from all her diſtractions and eva- 
geations; by repeated aſpirations and: ejaculations of 
I love,” Sc. This is walkin? ith God" indeed, like the 
= ancient Saints; this is taking God along with us, 
wherever we are going; and whatever we are doing; 
this is walling in love. O how happy is that life which 
is thus dedicated to divine love! 
Conclude to embrace all the means that may bring 
thee to this happineſs. © O begin now from this hour 
to ſet out in queſt of this fountain of life! Let*no 
* oppoſition of earth or hell diſcourage thee. Never 
leave off thy ſearch, till thou come to drink of this 
*heavenly water; which will become in thee a fountain 
bringing up to everlaſiing life. t 
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. Rogation-Tueſday.. 
01 afts of divine lou. 
11 7 47 ONSIDER firſt, that the love of God, is like 
Da fire: its nature is to be always in motion, and 
always tending upwards, towards its heavenly ele- 
ment: it quickly expires, and dies, if it lies idle. 
Wherefore if we would keep it alive, we muſt nou- 
tiſh it, and blow it up, by frequent acts of love: and 
thoſe not mere verbal acts; by telling God that we 
love him, whilſt our heart perhaps is far from him: 
but by the real exercice of loving God, both in our 
beart, and in our works, We exercile the love of God in 
our heart, by affection; we exercile the love of God in 
our works, by effects. We love God with a love of 
chaſte concupiſence, when in heart, and work,\ wejtend 
to him as our ſovereign good, and aſpire after the etęr- 
nal enjoyment of him. We love him with a love of 
WH >: benevolence, that is, of ſincere and perſect friend- 
ſmip, and charity, when, both in heart, and work, we 
give our whole ſelves, with all our thoughts, Words, 
and deeds, and all things elſe to him; as being. 1% 
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nitely gead in himſelf. Tis juſt we ſhould exerciſe Wl 
ourſelves in acts of the love of God, in boch theſe Mi 
ways; as in both theſe ways, he is | infinitely amia- . 


ble; but more eſpecially that we ſhould tend to love 
him with the love of benevolence, by giving ourſelves, 
and all things, to him. 5 2 Asten 

Conſider 2dly, that benevolence is a love, by which 
we wiſh all manner of good to the perſon beloyed : a 
love, by which we earneſtly ſeek and procure whatever 


may be for his henour, intereſt, or pleaſure: by which 
we delight in all his advantages; and are concerned 


at all his loſſes, Sc. Wherefore, if we would make 


proper acts of the love of benevolence towards God; we MW 1 
muſt defire, ſeek, and procure, as much as lyes in us, 
the greater honour and glory of his name; and the 


propagation of his kingdom, both in our own hearts, 


and throughout the whole world; and pray that all if? 


men may know him, love him, and ſerve him: we 


muſt rejoice at every thing that is agreeable to his 1 
holy will; and be concerned at every thing that of- 


fends him. This is the proper exercice of the love of 


denevolence; theſe are far better acts of divine charity, 
than merely telling God that we love him. My foul 
what are thy diſpoſitions ? Doſt thou ſincerely deſire, 
and heartily pray, that all the world may know, love, 
and ſerve thy God: that all his creatures, in heaven 
and earth, may give perpetual glory to him: that the 
reign of ſin may be aboliſhed ; and that the kingdom 


of God may take poſſeſſion of all hearts: that none 


may reſiſt or rebel againſt his orders; but chat all Wi 
may embrace, and bow down, and adore his divine } 
will? If fo, there is no doubt but thou loveſt God. 


Such as theſe are perfect acts of the love of God. 


Conſider 3dly, that the exercice of the love of God, 
which, above all others, is recommended in holy Scripz- 
tures, is the loving of his divine law, and the keep- 
ing of his commandments. This is the charity (that 
is, the love) off God that we heep bis commandments. 


ko John V. 3. He that keepeth his word, in him, in 
B b 3 


God is perfeBted, chap. l. 5. 
b The 
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Tue beloved diſciple continually recommends tlie 
acts of this kind of divine love: and the pſalms are full of 


aſpirations, or breathings, of a ſoul that is in love with 


the holy law and commandments of God. This devo- 
tion to the commandments of God is loving God in- 
deed, with a true and effectual love: becauſe it is giv- 
ing up, for his ſake, what is moſt dear to us, viz. our 


own will and liberty, and making a preſent of it to 


him: 'tis giving him what he chiefly calls for 'at our 


hands: whatſoever elfe we give him can never content 


him. He always preferred the ſacrifice of obedience be- 
ſore all other ſacrifices; becauſe here we ſacrifice to 


him our own dear will, and immolate it, as it were, to 
his honour and glory. This kind of love is the ſafeſt 
from illuſions: for whoſoever loves the command- 
ments of God, and his divine will; and makes all that 


is in him ſubmit thereunto, moſt certainly loves God; 


and is in the right way that will bring him ſafe to 
God. No other enen without this, can' Fee 
| oy man. 


Conclude to exerciſe thyſelf daily in all theſe ways 
of loving God: and ever remember, that loving God, 
and keeping his commandments, go always hand in 
Hand: becauſe we cannot love God, without loving 
ris win wegen to us by his commandments. / SALT 1G 


3 Nogation- N. edneſday.. 
On other exercices of the love of God. 


INSIDER firſt, that divine love is alſo exer- 
ciſed in the penitential way, by ſouls” that, like 
Magdalene, (of whom our Lord pronounced that uu 


fins were forgiven her, becauſe ſhe loved much) go daily 


to the feet of Chriſt in ſpirit, to waſh them with their 
tears, flowing from a heart, full of a ſenſe of the infinite 
"goodneſs. of God, and of a deep regret for having of- 
fended that infinite goodneſs by their fins: © This ex- 
ercice of penitential ve, as we ſee in the caſe of 
1 is moſt nn to our Lord, and Moſt 
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effectual for obtaining the diſcharge of all our fins; 
and, if diligently purſued, is capable of advancing, even 
thoſe that have been the greateſt ſinners, to a high 
degree of virtue and ſanctity. And whoſoever has 
forfeited his baptiſmal innocence, by mortal ſin, if 
he would follow the rules of Chriſtian prudence, in 
chuſing the ſafeſt way, in a caſe where his all is at ſtake, 
ſhould endeavour to purſue this exercice of penitential 
love, and never end it but with his life. Thus did 
all thoſe great penitents of old, who became afterwards 
ſuch glorious Saints. And this kind of exercice of love 


will eee in a manner natural, to all ſuch as have a 


rigbt ſenſe of what God is, and what ſin i is; and of 
the dreadful evil they have been guilty. of in offend- 
ing, though it were but once in their life, fo han and 
ſo. good a God, | 

Conſider 2dly, that chars are alſo. other ways of 
mourning, in which we may exerciſe. a love of God, 
melt ; agreeable to him, and beneficial to ourſelves. aw, 
when we fit down at the foot of the croſs ; and there 
contemplating the extreme anguiſh and diſtreſs, the 
ſtripes, and wounds, the racking. pains, and tormente, 
of our dear Redeemer, with all that complication. of 
ſuferings in all Kinds, which he. endured in his paſſion, 
for the love of us; we excite in our ſouls ſuitable af- 
ſections of an ardent love in the way of compaſſion, for 
our crucified lover, and feed this fire with tears, flowing 
at the ſight of his blood, which, as it ſhews forth, in 
the moſt ſenſible manner, his render affection for us, 
ſo it moſt ſtrongly calls for a return of our love, ac- 
companied with a bitter grief to ſee our beloved treat 
with ſo much cruelty, and contempt. Upon the ſame 
principle of the concern that every true lover has to 
ſee the outrages offered to his beloved, we may alſo 
exerciſe a love moſt agreeable to our Lord, in mourn- 
ing for the innumerable ſins, that are daily committed 
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againſt him, throughout the whole world: to ſee his w 


infinite goodneſs lighted ; his facred Jaws, and ordi- 


nances, troden under foot; his mercies, continually 4 


water, and his moſt adorable n treated with the 
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utmoſt 8 


F 294 MzDTTATIONS for 
utmoſt contempt, by poor blind mortals, made by him, 


and for him, redeemed by the blood of his Son, and] 
loaded with innumerable favours, to engage them to 


love him, and ſerve him. Oh! how can any true 
lover of God endure to ſee theſe outrages offered to 
his infinite majeſty, without having his heart perfectly 
broken with grief, to ſee his love thus abuſed. _ 
Conſider 3dly, that, beſides theſe exercices of the 


love of benevolence, in the penitential and compaſſionat:| 


way; there is another moſt perfect exercice of love, 
and which comes the neareſt to the love of the bleſſed 
in heaven; and that is in the way of joy and congratu- 
lation: as when we rejoice in God, and in his bound- 
leſs perfections: when we are delighted to think that 
he is what he is; infinitely good, infinitely holy, inh- 
nitely happy, infinitely perfect: that he is the ſovereign 
Lord of all; and that nothing can be added to him, be- 
cauſe he is every way infinite. O what a comfort, 
what a pleaſure, what a joy it is to a true lover of 
God, to think that whatſoever may come to himſelf, 
or to any other thing in the world; his love at leaſt, 
whom he loves without compariſon more than himſelf, 
and all things elſe, will always be infinitely glorious, 
infinitely rich, and infinitely happy ! O how like is this 
love to that of the bleſſed, even to that love that makes 
them bleſſed, which is an eternal joy in God, and in all 
the beauties and perfections they contemplate in him 
This is their eternal delight. | 
Conclude to dedicate thyſelf, for time and eternity, 
to this moſt perfect love of God. Make it thy em- 
ployment here, and it will be thy eternal reward here- 
after. In the mean time, labour alſo to promote, as 
much as thou canſt, upon every occaſion, the praiſe and 


| | glory of thy Maker, the intereſts of his kingdom, the 


fulfilling of all his wills, as well in thyſelf, as in all o- 


4 | thers: be concerned at every thing that diſpleaſes him; 
put thy heart continually in his hands: give thyſelf, 


and all things elſe, to him, a hundred times in the ay. 
Bauch acts as theſe, frequently repeated in the day, will 

«enſure to thee the rich treaſure of divine love: by ſuch. 
exer- 
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exercices, thou wilt effectually chooſe the. betten part, 
Which will never be taken from the. 
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Lb On the Aſcenſion of our. Lord, 5 14 17 
(CONSIDER firſt, that our Lord, after having em- 


ployed forty days upon earth, to comfort and en- 

courage his dilciples ; to cogſirm them in the faith of 
his reſurrection; and to inſtruct them in the myſteries 
of his kingdom : on the fortieth day, taking them out 
with him to mount Olivet, lifted up his hands, and gave 
them his bleſſing; and ſo aſcended up viſibly to hea- 
ven, before their eyes, till a cloud interpoſed, and took 
him out of their fight. Bow thyſelf down, my foul, to 
receive with joy and gratitude this blefling of thy Savi- 
our, aſcending now to his Father, and to thy Father; 
follow him in ſpirit, and contemplate the triumphs and 
joy of all the heavenly legions, that come aut to meet 
him, and attend him to his Father's throne : ſee how 
he brings along with him all the patriarchs, prophets, 
and ſpirits, of the juſt, into thoſe regions of eternal 
bliſs, and preſents them to his Father, as the firſt fruits 
of his purchaſe, which he had made upon earth, with 
his precious blood, See with joy thy human nature, 
in the perſon of thy Lord, raiſed above all the Cheru- 
bims and Seraphims ; and ſeated at the right hand of 
God : and exerciſe thyſelf, upon this occaſion, in acts 
of love, in the way of congratulation, and of rejoicing 
at the exaltation, and at the triumphs of thy Saviour. 

Conſider 2dly, that our Lord, by his aſcenſion, has 
taken poſſeſſion of the kingdom of heaven, not only for 
himſelf, but alſo for us. He purchaſed this kingdom 
for us with his own blood: he opened the gates of it 
by his death; he ſhewed us the way to it by his re- 
ſurrection; and, by his aſcenſion, has given us, às it 
were, an earneſt of our coming one day to reign there 
with him, He is our head; we are his members: it 
+ pat natural that where the head is, there the mem 
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Conclude to conſider this feſtival of the aſcenſion of 12 


. ay commemorates, in a particular a in the. 
Mm " 


rection, but alſo the aſcenſion of her heayenly ſpouſe ;, 
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bers ſhould alſo be; it would be unnatural; it would Wh 
be Keeping them in a tate of violence; to keep them Men 
ſeparate from their head. What comfort then to Chri- 
{tian ſouls to ſee their head, by this myſtery of his aſ- 
cenſion into heaven, raiſed to the higheſt ſeat in that 
eternal kingdom; in order to draw them thither after 
him; and, in the mean time, preparing a place for them 
there: that he may, in proper time, come and fake 
them to himſelf, that where he is, they alſa may be. St. 
John xiv. Tut hr ihe hs 
Conſider 3dly, what further motives we have for 
rejoicing in the aſcenſion of our Lord, when we refle& 
that he has entered into heaven, in quality of our pa- 
rent, of our friend, of our advocate. and mediator, of 
our high prieſt, &c, O what encouragements are here 
to raiſe our hopes]! We have a tender Father in hea- 
ven, the true parent of our ſouls, who has all power in 
the-court of heaven, and takes exceedingly to heart 
our true intereſt: we have there, in the perſon of dur 
Redeemer, a moſt affectionate friend, who loves us 
with an incomparable love: we have a moſt faithful 
mediator and advocate, who ever pleads for us with the er: 
powerful eloquence of his ſacred wounds, which he Wer 
contitually repreſents to his Father, in our behalf: we ſy 
have a high prieſt, who, to make atonement for us, Mo 
has carried in to this heavenly ſanctuary, not the blood to 
of oxen, or of goats, but his own moſt ſacred blood, 
ſhed for obtaining for us an everlaſting redemption. O Mo: 
fee, my ſoul, upon how many accounts thou oughteſt 
to rejoice on this feſtival of the aſcenſion of thy Lord, Wc 
if thou either loveſt him, or thyſelf. e 


our Lord, as one of the principal ſolemnities of the year. Mn; 
The church of God conſiders it as ſuch, and therefore, 1, 


rem - 
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facred myſteries, not only the 3 an 


as the myſtery which put the laſt ſeal as it were ta the 
great work of our redemption; and placed 8 0! 

ours in Heaven, even at the right hand of W Fs 
„ 10% nous eee. * | hich, 
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nich, at the fall of "our firſt parents, Had been n i 
enced to return to its otiginal earth. 75 
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Friday after the . 25 1155 
05 ths Mut a We are to learn from ” aal 
e our Lord. 


oNs! DER firſt, that as we ought to imitate the 
reſurrection of our Lord, by a e reſurrection 
from the death of fin, to the life o grace: ſo we muſt 
alſo imitate the aſcenſſon of our Lord, by a ſpiritual a=. 
cenfion into heaven, and by dwelling there in ſpirit with 
im; that, as we hope one day to aſcend thither after 
him in effect, we may learn the way, by aſcendin 
after him, every day in affection. Our Lord has tol 
us, that where our treaſure is, there our heart ſhall 21% 
be. Our treaſure is that which we love the moſt and 
he beſt of all things: now if this be Chriſt, as it oughts: 
o be, as he is aſcended into heaven, our treaſure is in 
heaven; and therefore, our heart ſhould follow its 
reaſate, b aſcending after him, in ſpirit, into heaven, 
and by fixing there its abode with its beloved. O hap- 
py aſcenfion of love, which teaches the ſoul to find 1 in 
ſome meaſure a heaven upon earth; and, r 
o have always her converſation in Heaven, whatever 
occupation, or company, ſne may be exteriourly en- 
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ſcend after Chriſt our Lord into heaven, we mult firſt - 
get rid of our vices, and criminal paſſions : for none of 
theſe can be admitted into that bleſſed abode : there is. 
no room for them there. The ff of the fleſh, the lu 
f the ther, the pride of life, can 

en: alli their purſuits are earthly; inſtead of carrying 
he foul upwards towards heaven, they preſs her dow = 


„ towards hell, They are all ſlaves to Satan-; they bi 
e, the poor ſoul faſt in his chains; they'will not ſuffer her 
1 18 bo follow after Chriſt; they are his mortal enemies. 


doe den my ſoul, if none of theſe have — over 
ce : 


gaged in upon earth i 51 
-onfider- 2dly, that, in order to be qualified to a- 


ve no place in hea- 
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and, by the precious gifts of his grace, ſet thee at liber- 
ty, to fly upwards with the wings of the dove, till thou 


ſcenſion, as long as her wings, that is her affections, 


flying towards heaven; it keeps her far below, grove- 
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thee: ſee if pride, avarice, paſſion, or luſt, have not 
more influence on thee, to keep thee afar off fromChriſt, 
in this region of ſin and death, than the love of God 
has to draw thee up to heaven after him, O beg of thy 
Lord, through his triumphant aſcenſion, by which, a. 
ſeending on high, he led captivity captive; he gave gift; 
to men, (Eph. iv. 8.) that he would break all thy bonds 
in ſunder, which keep thee from aſcending after him; 


canſt come to repoſe in him, and with him, | 
Conſider 3dly, that the ſoul can never be rightly 
qualified to fly up towards heaven, by this ſpiritual a: 


are not diſengaged. For as the bird cannot fly, if its 
wings be either entangled, or dawbed over with bird- 
lime: ſo the ſoul cannot fly, if her affections are either 
entangled in the nets of the world, or defiled with the 
birdlime of a miſplaced love. So that 'tis not enough 
for a ſoul that deſires to aſcend to heaven after Chriſt, 
to be free from downright luſt, or other ſcandalous ex- 
ceſſes and paſſions ; but ſhe muſt alſo be diſengaged in 
her affections, from every love of perſon, or thing, that 
ties her down as it were to the earth; that captivates 
her thoughts; that fills her with ſolicitudes and per- 
plexities; or otherwiſe takes off her heart from the love 
of God. All ſuch love as this diſqualifies the ſoul from 


ling in the mire. Nor let her flatter herſelf that her af- 
fections are innocent, becauſe the object is not of itſelf 
criminal: for let the object be what it will, tis a crime 
to: prefer it to God; or to love it ſo, as to forfeit, for 
its ſake, the love of Gd. n care at 
. Conclude to be jealous of thyſelf, how thou, placeſt 
thy affections here upon earth; leſt they hinder thy 
flight towards thy true treaſure in heaven: Mu love 
my weight, ſays St. Auguſtine, thai way am I carried. 
hi ther ſoever 1 am carried. n if, 
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'Other leſſons to be learnt from the aſcenſion of our. 

\ ' 154511652 e 
ONSIDER firſt, that as, in conſequence of the 
aſcenſion of our Lord, we oughtto be daily carried, 
as it were upon the wings of love, up to him in his 
heavenly kingdom; ſo we ought, by this frequent a- 
ſcending thither, to be daily more and more enamoured 
with that kingdom' of love; to conceive the higheſt 
ideas of that incomprehenſible happineſs, of the ſoul's 
being there eternally united to her God, and abſorpt in 

him; and with the moſt ardent defires, to long dai 
more and more for this fountain of life. But what then 
muſt the ſentiments of the ſoul be, when, after ſhe has 
begun, by the practice of this devotion, to reliſn ſome- 
thing of the ſweetneſs of the good things of her Lord in 
the land of the living; ſhe finds herſelf ſtill a priſoner 
in this foreign land, in this earthly Babylon? O how 
does ſhe with to be delivered from this 'captivity ! To 


ſee an end of this long pilgrimage ! How does fhe-la- 1 1 


ment her baniſhment in this vale of tears; at ſo great a 
aiftance-from her true country] How does ſhe deſpiſe 
this miſerable. world, and even loath its choiceſt en- 
joyments ! O my ſoul that theſe were our ſentiments! 

Conſider 2dly, and give ear to the exhortation of the 
Apoſtle, Calo, iii. 1. Sc. I you be riſen with Chriſt, 
ſeek the things that are above, where Chriſt is ſitting at 
the right hand of God mind the things that are above, 
not the things that are on the earth. For you are dead, 
and your life is hid with Chriſt in God, When Cbriſt 
hall appear, who ts your life, then ſhall you alſo appear 
with him in glory. How happy are thoſe Chriſtians, 
that enter into theſe ſentiments ; upon occaſion of the 
aſcefifion of our Lord: who conſider Chriſt as the great 
object of their love, and their true life; and, as he is 
in heaven, ſitting at the right hand of God, turn all their 
intentions and affections towards heaven: who conſi- 
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der this their true life as abſent, and as hidden from 
them here below ; and therefore, continually aſpire af. 
ter that happy revolution, when they ſhall ceaſe to die, 
and begin to live ! And, in the mean time, whilſt they 
remain in this region of death, they ſeek, as much as 
they can, to diveſt themſelves of this bedy of death, by 
mortifying, as the Apoſtle admoniſhes, their member; 
#hat are upon earth; and by cruciſying the fleſh, with its 
vices and concupiſcences. 

- Conſider 3dly, that, as we are informed by church 
Aer ry, our . at his aſcenſion, left the laſt prints of 
his feet upon the top of mount Olivet, in the place from 
whence he aſcended : which no length of time, nor 
encampments of armies, or other accidents, or even 
induſtry of man, could ever efface, or cover over: that 
we might learn, that the true way for all that deſire to 


follow Chriſt, by aſcending after him into heaven, is to 


have his foottep always before their eyes, and to walk 
in them, by a diligent imitation of his life and conver- 
ſation. They that are careful to walk in his footſteps 
are his diſciple indeed: and they that are his diſciples 
indeed, will infallibly, if they perſevere, aſcend to hea- 
ven after him, and be forever with him. 

| Conclude to lay up in thy heart all theſe leſſons, which 
Chriſt deſires to teach thee in his aſcenſion : and ſo to 
adhere to his footſteps, that nothing in life or death may 
35 ſeparate thee from him. 


Sunday within the Octave of "R 
Aſcen on. 
On the precept of charity to our neighbours. 


CN DE R firſt, that, after chat greateſt and 
firſt commandment, of loving God with our whale 
heart and ſoul, the next of all the divine precepts is, 
Thou fhalt loue thy neighbaur as thyſelf. This, ſaith our 
Lord, is lite ta the other, and indeed it has ſo neceſ- 
fary 2 connexion with it, that we — 
without 
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on Wl without-the other. God is charity, ſays the beloved dif- 
af. WW ciple, 1 John iv. 16. and be that abideth in charity, abideth 
lie, i God, and God in him. And again, he that loveth not 


7 (his neighbour) knoweth not God; for God is charity, v. 
as 8. And again, F any man ſay, I love God, and huteth his 


by brother, he is a liar, v. 20. Theſe two precepts of 
er: ¶ charity; by which we are commanded, in the firſt place, 
itt to love God above all things; and, in the next place, to 
love our neighbours as ourſelves, contain am abridgment 
of the whole duty of a Chrifttan. They are two bran- 
ches that ſpring from the ſame root; and belong to the 
ſelf ſame divine virtue: becauſe the ſame motives that 
oh us to love God for his own goodneſs ſake, oblige 
us alſo to love all that are made after his image, and re- 
deemed by the blood of his Son, for the ſake of their 
Maker and Redeemer. Tis he that requires this love 
of us; and requires it in ſuch manner, as that we 
ſhould love him in our neighbours, and love them in 
him. O the infinite goodneſs and bounty of our God! 
that, notwithſtanding the immenſe diſtance there is be- 
twixt us and him, he ſhould be pleaſed to put us as it 
a- were upon an equality, by requiring that we ſhould love 
one another, with the like love, and upon the ſame mo- 
ch tive, as we love himſclf. 
to Conſider 2dly, that this charity to our neighbours is 
ay fo eſſentially neceſſary to ſalvation, that, without it, tho 
ve ſpoke with the tongues: of men and Angels, and had 
the gift of prophecy, and all knowledge of the deepeſt 
myſteries, and faith ſtrong enough even to remove 
mountains, we ſhould ſtill be nothing; and though we 
ſhould give our whole ſubſtance to the poor, and our bo- 
dies to the flames, it would profit us nothing, ſaith St. 
Paul, x Cor. xiii. He that loveth not, faith. St. John, 
abideth in death, 1 John iii. 14. Fe is in darkneſs, and 


nd WF walketh in darkneſs, and knoweth not whither he goeth:; i 
ole becauſe the darkneſs hath blinded his eyes, chap. ii. 11. 
is, And this charity, which is ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, - 
ur muſt be general; for, as we learn from our Lord in te 
el- parable of the good Samaritan, St. Luke x. all men, 
ne without exception of 1 or opinions, are here to be 
can 83 | : con- 
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conſidered as our neighbours: and if there ſhould be 
any one mortal, whom we ſhould exclude from our cha- 
rity, our heavenly Father would exclude us from his 
mercy. St. Matt. xviii. 35. 

Conſider .3dly, how much our Lord takes to heart, 
that we ſhould have this mutual love and charity for 
one another. He has made it his favorite command- 
ment; the very badge by which he would have his diſ- 
ciples known and diſtinguiſhed, I give you a new com- 
mandment, ſaith he, St. Jahn xiii. 34, 35. that you love 
ene another, as I have loved you. By this ſhall all men 
know that you are my diſciples, if you have love for one 
another. And chap. xv. 12. This is my commandment, 
that yau love one another, as I have loved you. And this 
mutual love for one another, he deſires may be ſo per- 
fect, that it may, in ſome meaſure, reſemble the love 
and union that there is between him and his Father : 
as he has declared in that heavenly prayer that he made 
for his diſciples, St. ohn xvii. 20, 21. And not for them 

only, ſaid he, do I pray, but for them alſo, who, through 
their word, ſhall believe in me : that they all may be one, 
as thou, Father, in me, and I in thee : that they alſo may 
be one in us that the world may believe that thou haſt 
ſent me. This mutual love, this union and charity, he 
inculcates in theſe ſtrong terms, in this laſt conference, b. 
of his mortal life, with his beloved diſciples; that both . 
they and we might conſider it as his laſt dying injunc- 0 
tion; and as a moſt precious legacy, which he has be- 6 
queathed to us all. O my ſoul, embrace this legacy of Oh 
love, which has been thus left thee by thy Lord, dying 
tor the love of thee. . | * 

Conclude to prove thyſelf henceforward to be a diſ- | ©": 
ciple of Chriſt indeed, by this ſpirit of univerſal charity 
for all ; as he has-died out of charity for all. In the be- * 
ginning of the church the multitude of the believers had | © 
but one heart, and one ſoul, Acts iv. 32. Such was their 1 

mutual love and union. O bleſſed charity, when ſhall the 
we ſee thee once more reign in this manner amongſt I ©* 


Chriſtians ? 
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N anday within. zhe OZave of 15 
Alſenſion. 


On the excellence of fraternal charity. 
86 firſt, that charity is the queen of 


virtues, and the moſt excellent of them all, ac- 
cording to the doctrine of the Apoſtle, 1, Cor. xili. 13 
and this, not only as ſhe loves God: in himſelſ but 
alſo as ſhe loves him in our neighbours, by. loving 
them for his ſake: for, as the motive is the ſame in 
both theſe loves, ſo, the virtue is the ſame. Hence 
St. Peter calls upon all Chriſtians, 1 Peter iv. 8. BE- 
FORE- ALL THINGS have a conflant mutual charity: 
for charity covereib the multitude of" fins, And St. 
Paul, Golf. iii. 14, ABOVE ALL theſe- THINGs- bave 
chavity, which'ts the bond of perfection. He adds, Rom. 
xiii. 8. 10. that the love of our: neighbours is the 
fulfilling. of the law and commandments of God: 
and Gal. v. 14% That all the law is fulfilled in this one 
word e thou ſhalt « love thy neighbour” as thyjelf: Hence 
alſo St. John the beloved: diſciple, both in his words, 
and in bis writings; continually inculcated! this duty 
af loving one another, as the favourite virtue of: Telus 
Chriſt; and, in a manner, the whole duty of a Chris 
ſtian. O my ſoul let; us then embrace, with all our 
affections, this amiable-virtue, this chief favourite of 
Chriſt and his Saints: let us value it- as an ineſti- 
mable treaſure: and be ever willing rather to loſe 
any thing elſe than this bleſſed charity. 

Conſider adly, that we may with truth apply to 
charity, what the wiſeman- writes of- wiſdem: that 
all good things came to him together with her, and innu- 
merable richts through her hands, Wiſd, vii. 11. what 
theſe riches are that come through the hands of cha · 
rity, we learn from the Apoſtle, 1, Cor. xiii. 4 
&c. Charity is patient, is kind : charity envieth not, 
. not perverſely ; EN not puffed up; is not ambi- 
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tious; ſeeketh not her own : (that is, ſhe is not fſelf- 
1/h) fhe is not provoked to anger, ſhe thinketh. no evil ; 


| ſhe rejoiceth not in iniquity (that is, in any thing that-is 


wrong) but rejoiceth with the truth (being pleaſed with 
all that is right and true :) ſhe beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, 
&c. See my ſoul, how many virtues are the conſtant 
attendants, and oftspring of charity, O how' amiable is 
this character of the truly charitable Chriſtian! . O 
how lovely is this parent of all this heavenly train ! * 
Conſider. 3dly, that charity, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, 
is indeed a heavenly virtue: as well becauſe ſhe 
maintains her ground in heaven, and receives her full 
perfection there, where faith and hope are no more: 
(Charity, ſaith the Apoſtle 1 Cor. xiii. 8, never falleth 
away.)-as alſo becauſe the eternal charity of the Saints 
is no ſmall part of their heavenly happineſs : their love 
of God is their effential bliſs; their love of one 
another in God, and the joy that they conceive at one 
another's happineſs, multiplies, as I may ſay, their 
heaven, to as many fold, as there are happy ſpirits 
and Saints in heaven. And no wonder, ſince charity, 
even here below, when it is perfect, brings with it 
\unſpeakable joy, and, in a manner, a heaven upon 
earth; by keeping all the paſſions under, and eſta- 
; bliſhing the reign of peace, and joy, in the ſoul. As, 
on the other hand, where there is no charity, the 
paſſions are all let looſe; . hatred, envy, jealouſy, 
revenge, Cc: the ſoul is always in a ſtorm; ſhe is a 
ſtranger to peace; ſhe is in confuſion and darkneſs ; 


and the very image of hell: where tis no ſmall part 


of their miſery that they cannot love. 


Conclude to aſpire, as much as thou art able, after 


' this heavenly charity: ſhe will teach thee, whilſt 
thou art here upon earth, to emulate the love of the 
bleſſed in heaven: ſhe alone will bring thee to their 
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2 ueſday within the O&ave of the We 
Aſcen ſion. | 

On the exercice of fraternal charity. 


ONSIDER firſt, that the charity which we 
owe to our neighbours, like that by which we 
love God, is in the nature of a fire, which is ever in 
motion; and muſt be kept alive by being nouriſhed 
with it's proper fewel, by the means of repeated acts; 
and theſe not exerciſed only by affection, but by ef- 
fects: my little children faith St. John (1. John ch. 
ni. 15.) let us lave, not in word, nor in tongue, but 4 
in deed, and in truth, Fraternal charity is not a love 
of concupiſcence ; tis not a /elfi/þ love, that looks no 
| further, than at the honour, profit, or pleaſure, which 
may.accrue to one's ſelf from our neighbours : tis a 
love of ſincere benevalence : now as tis the nature of 
| the love of benevolence, to deſire, to ſeek, to procure, | 
| and to promote, whatever may be for the real good 
of the perſon beloved; to be delighted with all that 
is to his advantage; and to be concerned at all that 
hurts him: ſo this benevolent love, which we o-we io 1 
| our neighbours, by virtue of the precept of fraternal | 
charity, is to be kept alive in our ſouls, by repeat 1 
| acts of its own kind; by frequently exerciſing, in f- 
vour of our neighbours, as well the ſpiritual, as . the. || 1 
; corporal works of mercy; with a pure intention o 
God's glory, and their welfare; by bewailing their; | 118 
errors and vices; by earneſtly praying for their con- 
verſion and ſalvation; and neglecting nothing in our, 
power to procure it. Do we evidence our charity. ||\ ü 
for. our neighbours, by the exercice of ſuch acts as ü 
EA e 
Conſider 2dly, that the love of true charity, Which 
we are commanded to bear to our neighbours, is to 
love them for God's ſake; to love them in God; and 
in order to God, Fraternal charity is a branch of, 
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| thi! ſame divine virtue, by which we love God; and fer 
ought ever to be 8 upon the ſame divine motive,” ¶ Car 

of God's on infinite goodneſs. No carnal, worldly, rule 

or natural affection, influenced by fleſh and blood, or IM hur 

by any other conſideration but God, can be called or! 


| charity. If then we would fulfil this great precept, ¶ tha 
wie muſt not content ourſelves with loving our neigh- far 
bours at any rate: heathens and publicans often love lov 
one another, and aſſiſt one another, and yet they are 6 
void of divine charity. But we muſt love according WM ch: 


| 
| 
to God; and with relation to God: we muſt love in MW 1cf 
| our neighbours. the image of God: we muſt conſider. of 
them as made by him, and for him; and as redeemed th 


by the precious blood of his Son: we muſt love them ant 
for his ſake; and becauſe it is his holy will and com- 
| mandment. And we muſt exerciſe the acts of this 7 


love, by contributing, on every occcaſion, all that lies 
in us, to bring them to the love of God here, and 
te his kingdom hereafter ; that they may glorify him 
in a happy eternity. This is true charity indeed. KM 
Conſider 3dly, by what rules we are to be directed, 
and regulated, in the exercice of the love of our neigh- ( 
bours. The old commandment of the divine latu was in 
te. love every neighbour as ourſelves, The new: com- tir 
mandment of the goſpel of Chriſt, is to. love. every in 
| neighbour, even as Chriſi has loved us, John xiii. 34. F. 
Have we ever ſeriouſly reflected upon the perfection of 0¹ 


the love, which theſe rules require of us/?: Td. lou ju 
ou neigbbours as ourſelves, O how tender is the love 8 
we bear ourſelves] how intent upon our on welfare th 
how ſenſible of every thing that we apprehend as an v. 
evil to us! Is the love of our neighbours any thing like is 

this? Do we treat them as we would deſire to be p. 

treated-ourſelves ?- Do we wiſh them the ſame good e 
as we wiſh ourſelves? Are we concerned at the evils a 
| which befall them, as if they had befallen ourſelves? d 
IJ fear we cannot ſay it. Again. To. love our neigb- ſc 


| ours as Chriſt: has loved us. O what a love was 
this! He has laid down-his very life for the love of. 

us: and this withaut any deſert on our ſide: for we-de- 
B | ſerved 


every Day in the Year. 2 
ſerved nothing but hell: we were his enemies by ſing,” i 
Can our love for our neighbours ſtand the teſt of this 
rule? Are we willing to part with ſo much as our own. 
humour, our convenience, our inclinations, our pleaſure, 
or ſatisfaction, for the love of our neighbours, and rather 
than give them occaſion of grief, or ſin? If not, how 
far are we from loving our neighbours, as Chriſt has 
loved us! | | 
Conclude to exerciſe daily repeated acts of fraternal WAY 
charity, both in the affective, and the effective way: 
leſt otherwiſe thy love for thy neighbours, for want 
of nouriſhment, quickly languiſh away and die. Have 
thy eye always upon thoſe two great rules of charity 3 
and regulate thy love by them. . Wt 


IP edne/day within the Octave of the" ih 
Aſcenſion. b 

On the different branches of fraternal charity. 
CONSIDER firſt, that charity is fruitful in its 
offspring, and ſpreads itſelf into different branches IF 8 
in order to make the whole man perfect; by regula-.' || 1 
ting both his judgment, a d his will; and direQing him, 
in his thoughts, in his words, and in his actions. 
For there is a charity that co rects the natural bent of 
our corruption, which is ever tending to ſuſpect, and 
judge the worſt, of our neighbours; and to be harſnu, 1 

and cenſorious in their regard. And there is a charity 
that inclines the will in their favour, ſo as to wiſh them 
well in every reſpect, and to forgive all injuries. There 118 
is a charity that employs the thoughts, in ſtudying to 188 
promote their good, and to prevent and remedy their || 
evils: and there is a charity that directs the tongue, 
and reſtrains it from uttering any words, to the preju- 
dice of any one. In fine, there is a charity that ſea- | 
ſons and ſweetens the whole body of our actions, as / 
far as they relate to our neighbours, and ſquares them | | 
all according to that golden rule, of doing in 2 Wall | 
| ing vl 
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* thing as we would be done by. The practice of all 
thefe branches of charity, in God, and for God, makes 
a perfect Chriſtian, and brings to Gd. 
© Confider 2dty, that, amongſt the branches of frater- 
nal charity, there is one that our Lord ſeems to take 
in a ſpecial manner to heart; inſomuch that he has de- 
clared our eternal lot ſhall be decided, by vur di'i- 
gence, or negligence, in the exercice of it, Matt. xxv. 
and this is charity to the poor. Theſe he declares he 
has ſubſtituted in his own ſtead ; and what we do for 
them, he takes as done for himſelf, v. 40, 45. This 
branch. of charity, duly exerciſed, in proportion to 
every man's circumſtances, will bring thouſands WU by 
one day into the happy tabernacles of everlaſting life. Pra 


But where ſhall the unjuſt ſtewards then appear, who, ( 


| nity; to luxury and intemperance ; to gaming and cri- 
minal diverſions! Will not all theſe robberies of the H 
| fubſtance of the poor cry to heaven againſt them for 
; Vengeance at that day? - porta in 
Conſider 3dly, that there is ſtill another branch of * 


having the ſubſtance of their maſter, viz. their worldly ¶ qui 


= riches, entruſted in their hands, with expreſs orders to tho 
þ employ their ſuperfluities at leaſt, in relieving the ne- 
ceſſities of his poor children; either covetouſſy detain, 

or prodigally fa 


uander away, that which ſhould be 7 
their ſupport; and to which they have an indifputable "Fr 


I title? Alas! What a figure will their extravagant ex- 
pences then make! What account will they be able to 


| give, of all that they have ſacrificed to pride, and va- 


charity, the moſt difficult of all, and yet abſolutely ne- N 
ceſlary to ſalvation, and that is to love our enemies. 1 r 
I ſay to you, faith our Lord, Matt. v. 44, love your ene- t 
mies, do good to them that hate you : and pray for them k 


that perſecute and calumniate you. And this he inſiſts 
upon in ſuch manner, as to exclude from his mercy þ 
| Here, and from his kingdom hereafter, all ſuch as ex- | 
| clude any one, how much an enemy ſoever, from ; 
their charity. But how ſhall we acquire, or how 

| ſhall we praQtiſe, this charity. for our enemies? O! 
tis not a virtue of our own growth: it muſt come 
RY down 


- 


wo 


[ 


; 
. 
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down to us from heaven, from our great Father, ul 
maketh his ſun to riſe upon the good. and bad, and rameth 
upon the juſt and the unjuſt, Tis by fervent prayer 
we, muſt obtain it ; and, when we have got-it, we muſt 
lay it up in our hearts as a rich heavenly treaſure; 
and exerciſe it, as the Saints . have done, by praying 
for our enemies in ſincerity of heart, and ſeeking, on all 
occaſions, to overcome, in their regard, evil with good; 
O how happy ſhall we be, if, by any ſuch means as 
theſe, we prevail to bring them, that before were our 
enemies, to be, for the time to come, friends both to 
God and to us? Tis what the Saints have often done 
by their charity, by their meekneſs, and by their 
prayers. | 1 10 

Conclude to labour with all thy power, both to ac 
quire, and to exerciſe, all theſe branches of charity, if 
thou deſireſt to come to God, who is charity, and Who 
is not to be come at but by charity. b = 1 


Thurſday the 'Oftave of the Aſcenſitn. 

On the great pattern of charity, *' 
S . DER firſt, how Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 

has given us himſelf for a pattern of perfect cha- 
rity, in the parable of the good Samaritan, (Luke x.] 8 
He himſelf came down in perſon from his throne above, 18 
to ſave poor man, who had ünhappily fallen among the || 
infernal robbers ; and was ſtript by them of all grace; 
and grievouſly wounded in all his faculties, He was 
the good ſhepherd, that came down to ſeek with ſor- 
row the loſt ſheep, in order to lay him upon his own. 
ſhoulders, and carry him home, with joy, to his hea- 
venly fold. *Tis here we plainly diſcover the infinite 
charity: both of the Father, and of the Son. By this 
hath the charity of God appeared towards us, fays the 
beloved diſciple, becauſe God hath ſent his only begottenx 
Son into the world, that we may live 2 him. In this i- 
charity: nat as thaugh we had loved God, but ow 5 N 
| ai) 1, 


* F.Þ 
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bath firſt loved us, and ſent his Son to be a propitiation 
For our fins, 1 John iv. 9, 10. WEN «$95 44 

Conſider 2dly, that the whole life of Chriſt was a 
continual exercice of divine charity. From the firſt 
moment of his conception, in the womb of his bleſ- 
ſed mother, till his expiring on the croſs, his ſoul was 
ever employed in loving his heavenly Father, 'and 
in offering himſelf to all his wills; and for the 
love of his Father, and becauſe it was his Father's 
will, he dedicated his whole life alſo to the love of 
us; ever thinking on us, praying for us, and labouring 
for our eternal ſalvation, But O. the infinite charity 
he has ſhewn us in all that he endured in his paſſion and 
death for the love of us! Chriſtians paſs over in your 
minds all the ſtages of his paſſion, from his prayer and 
agony in the garden, to his expiring on the Eroſs: 
and ſee the multitude, and variety, of torments he has 
there ſuffered for us. Ah! how muh have our fins coſt 
this innocent lamb of God! Ah how dearly has he 
loved us ! O, my ſoul, in the midſt of all theſe tortures 
he had thee in his heart; and, even then, was plead- 
ing thy cauſe, with his eternal Father, when, by thy 
ſins, thou waſt crucifying him. O! what return ſhall 
we make him for this infinite love! nou 11h 
Conſider 3dly, that the Son of God has not only 
loved us, during the whole courſe of his mortal life; 
and loved us even to death, by laying down his life 
for the love of us; but he has carried his love for us 


| beyond the bounds of death, in an admirable legacy, 


which he has bequeathed us, the night before his paſ- 
ſion ; by means of which, to ſatisfy his love, he re- 
mains always with us, in the divine myſteries ; even 
to the end of the world. Here he feeds our fouls with 
his precious body, and blood: here he unites us to 
himſelf, in ſuch manner as to abide in us, and we in 
him: here he is a perpetual ſource of grace, of love, and 


of true life, to our ſouls : here he communicates him 
ſelf to us, like the manna of heaven, for the ſupport 


of our pilgrimage, till ne brings us to the true land 


| of promiſe; where he will lovingly give himſelf to us 


| Tor all eternity, And ſhall not ſo much charity on 


his 


epry'y He in ,the E, AY 

his part, oblige us to dedicate alſo our, whole, ſouls to 
thiz:divine virtue? |: e ere . 
Conclude to have always before thy eyes this great 
pattern of love, that thou mayſt learn from him,,, how 
thou art to love both thy God, and thy neighbour. 
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N. B. A. the feſtivals of St. George, of St. Philip, and 
St. James, and of the Finding of the Croſs, uſually fall g 


between Eaſter and Aſcenſiou; we Gul ſet dotun in. | 
this place the meditations,that are to be read on thoſe days.. || 
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03 St. GrorGr.” Wo 
C ONSIDER. firſt, that we know little more of 
che patticulars , of St. George's life, but that he 
was a Chriſtian, ſoldier, an . illuſtrious martyr, and 
a glorious Saint. He, was a ſoldier; we all ought |3 
to he ſoldiers of , Chriſt. In our baptiſm, we have ||| 
declared -a perpetual, war, with the world, wich the 
fleſh,. and with the devil, as the mortal enemies of our 
great king, the king of kings, Jeſus Chriſt; the mor- 
tal enemies of our true country, the heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem; and the mortal enemies of our own dear fouls : 
we have liſted ourſelves ſoldiers, in our confit mation, 
under the royal ſtandard of the croſs of Chriſt; and 
have obliged aurſelves to bear him perpetual allegiance, 
and fidelity. But have we fulfilled theſe engagements? 
Have we behaved. ourſelves as becomes dhe ſoldiers 
of Chriſt ? Haye We ſtood to our colours? Have we 
faught.manfully the battles of our Lord? Or have we 
not rather deſerted. the cauſe ? Have, we not been re- 
bels o our true king? Have we not changed ſides, an 
preferred the following the ſtandard of Satan, before 
that of Jeſus Chriſt ?. O be. confounded at your paſt 
diſloyalties; and, now at leaſt, return to your allegiance. 
Conſider 2dly, that St. George was a martyr : that 
is witneſs to the divinity of Chriſt, and to the truth 
of this z. by. chooſing, rather to lay down, his | Hl 
= 7 11d 14h ee te 


. 
1 Vol. hk iy 


gt 
47 


02 MewirArIlONs. er 
life, by the worſt of torments, than to renounce Jeſus F 
= Chriſt, and his Goſpel. We are all obliged to be wit- ] 
neſſes alfo to Jeſus Chriſt, and to his Goſpel, both by T 
our profeſſion, and by our lives. We are. all obliged 5 
to be in a conſtant diſpoſition, of ſuffering death itſelf, 
rather than renounce our allegiance to Chriſt, by wil- 
ful fin. We muſt all make our way to heaven, through 
many tribulations, and perſecutions, in one ſhape; or ve 
other; and ſo far are we all obliged to be martyrs. But ſuc 
alas'' how far are we from the diſpoſitions of the mar- th. 

yrs, who ſuffered chearfully all kind of torments for We 
the love of Chriſt; when we are ſo unwilling to ſuffer el 
the leaſt contradiction to our humour, or to part with ad 
| any of our pleaſures for the love of him; and are by 
W quickly overcome with every flight temptation? - fol 
Conſider 3dly, that St. George, though living in the rer 
# world, in a condition of life, which one would think off 
moſt oppoſite to ſanctity, was, nevertheleſs, a glorious IM fu 
Sant. To teach us that ſanctity is conſiſtent with we 
every lawful calling: and that, if we are not Saints, the tw 
fault is not in the Nation of life, in which Providehee the 
has placed us; but in our not correſponding with thoſe WW the 
graces, which God daily offers us, to ſanctify us in our we 
calling. Tis the love of God, and of our neigh- me 
bouts, that makes Saints; and the more perfect this mi 
| love is, the more perfect Saints. As then no lawful Cal 
Calling extludes the love, either of God, or of our 
| neighbours; ſo no lawful calling can hinder us from Ch 
| being even eminent Saints; if we are truly deſirous of: na. 
it. ſoldier. that loves God better, is a greatet bre 
Saint, than the monk, that loves him lefſs. dee 
Conclude to aim, with all thy power, at chis heavemy bin 
eve, as- St. George did; and he that crowned Bt. the 
| Geotge will alſo crown thee: the beſt way to hol He 
nour the Saints of God; is to love, and to imitate in e 


| them, that which made them Saint. een 
' * „ 46.42 ; W anni 21 Ch 
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Our 8. Philip, and St. James. be 


co were both diſciples of Chriſt, train'd up in his hea-; 
venly ſchool. In quality of Chriſtians, we ought all to he, 


ſuch, as the very name of a Chriſtian ſignifies, 1 [| 1 


that is, a ſcholar, and follower of Jeſus Chriſt. 
were both called by Chriſt, and readily left all hin 
elle to follow da and, from that time; inſep 
adhered to him. How often have we alſo been 


by him; by his interiour graces ? But have we ever yet : i 
followed. him i in earneſt ? Have we ever yet ſerioull 19 


renounced the love of the world; and every tie, that 


offered to keep us from him ? Have we as yet erer, 7 


ſtuck to him, ſo as to be his conſtant attendapts ? 17 
were both choſen by Chriſt to be of the number of 


"voy Den in oy Nr. 303 A 


who} 5e es ti ve nr 


ONSIDER firſt, that St. Philip, and St. James, | 


twelve apoſtles: they were both zealous preachers 0 18 


the faith; and, after gaining innumerable ſquls 'q God, 1 


they both fealed their doctrine with their blood. 
we, if by our words, or works, we can alſo be inffru- 
mental in gaining ſouls to God | Happy we, if. ye 
jt ſuffer, or even lay down our lives, for 0 good ; * 
caute. 

Conſider 2dly, that St. Philip had no ſooner found 


Chriſt, but he was willing to make his friend Natha-. 5 Mo 
nael partaker of the ſame happineſs; and therefore 1 
brought him alſo to Chriſt. This was friendſhip in; 


deed: this was true charity, to take his friend with 
bim to Chriſt, Alas] how many now a days engage 
their friends in a partnerſhip of; their errors and vices 
How many lead them with them to their criminal di- 


verſions, or otherwiſe. bring them into ſin! But. how. | 5 


few have the charity to. carry; them, effeQually,. 
Chriſt ? How few labour to reclaim them from the 


errors of l — Th and from the broad road, in 


whieh they nor eg 85 few ſuggeſt to their 
fiend, hon how they may 1 by a ſpiritual re- 
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2155 by a good general confeſſion; by the daily pie. 
BE of meditation Oc. This would be friend{hip it in- 
eed. 

Conſider 2dty, that St. James was temätkable for 
the great auſterity of his life, and for his continual 
pr _ Do we deſire to come to a ſhare in his hea- 
venly glory? The mortification of our own humours, 
and paſſions; frequent voluntary ſelf-denials, and a 
Pi of penance for our ſins; joined with conſtant and 
fervent prayer, will bring us effectually to his com- 
87 7 We are told that, by reaſon of the great ſanctity 

his life, he alone was allowed to enter into the 
ode Sanctorum, or the inward ſanctuary of the tem- 
ple. But what was a much greater advantage to him, 
was that he was allowed to enter into the true ſanc- 
tuary of God, in his own interiour, as often tas he 
pleaſed, and there to find him all alone, and to con- 
verſe, as familiarly with him as he pleaſed, by the 
means of mental prayer. This kind of entring into 
the ſanctuary, God is both willing and deſirous to al- 
low to us all: and 'tis the practice of this, is the ſe- 
cureſt way to introduce us hereafter into his eternal 
E 

Conclude to Wahr and to — theſe bleſſed 
Saints, in ſuch manner, during thy mortal pilgrimage, 
that they may receive thee one day ir into the everlaſting 
manſions of bliſs. 


4 & , #} 
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» ras . © the finding of the, Wrath * 


CONSIDER firſt; that on this day, the Arch 
of God, to homourthe paſſion of Chriſt, Wh 
the yearly memorial of the finding of the Cross, wy 
ſacred inſtrument of our redemption, ſanctified by th 
blood of the Son of God. This holy ties of- life, 
had lain long deep buried in the earth; and à ſtatue of 
Venus, had been erected by the infidels over bo place ; 


iy 


when! the pious” an St. "Helen; was inſpi to'ſeek 


after 


* 


L 


after it; and at Jength, happily diſcovered it, together 
with the title that had been faſtened to it; and the nails 
with which. our Lord had been pierced. This diſcovery 
of the croſs of Chriſt was followed by illuſtrious mira- 
cles, to the greater glory of his name, who had hum- 
bled himſelf to the death of the croſs for our redemption, | 8 
Give tha s, Chriſtians, for this miraculous finding of |! 8 
the croſs of your Redeemer. Turn this day your de- 5 
votion towards the triumphs of his ſacred paſſion; it 
was by the croſs he was lifted up from the earth; * 1 
beginning his reign from that tree, he drew all things 
to himſelf. O beg of him now, by all his mercy, to 
draw at leaſt your poor hearts to hmm , 4 
Conſider adly, the leſſons we are to learn, by occaſion | | 

of this feſtival: eſpecially the diſpoſitions we ought to 
be in, with regard to the croſs. If we have not the cou- 1 
rage to ſeek it, like St. Helen; at leaſt we ought to re- 

| 

| 


. 
2 r lo 


ceive it, when, without our ſeeking, it comes to us 
from the hand of Providence; and to lay it upon our 
ſhoulders in order to follow him, who.redeemed us by 
the croſs. O! if we did but know the treaſures 15 
grace, and of comfort here, and of heavenly glory here- 
after, which are laid up for us in the croſs ; we ſhould 
not only ſubmit to it with patience, but embrace it with 
joy, as the inexhauſtible ſource of all good, both for " 
time and eternity, Chriſtians, afſure yourſelves there, | | 
is no going to heaven, without a croſs upon your thoul- | | 
ders. We muſt ſuffer with Chriſt, before we can reiggg 
with him. | | 1 5 
Conſider 3dly, that che croſs is the ſchool of all Chri- 
ſtian virtues. As our Lord was pleaſed to give us moſt 
excellent leſſons of them all, from his croſs : ſo he gives 
us the means and opportunity of exerciſing them all, in 
the carriage of «wr croſſes, which he allots us. Here 1 
learn to imitate his Farad conformity the willl of his 1M 
1 
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| Father: here we learn to practiſe his humility, by hum- | 
bling ourſelyes under the hand of God: here we learn (| 
be practice of his meekneſs, his patience, his charity % 
bor his enemies, and bis obedience unto death; and % 
0 Ml 


(that whichis hardeſt of all for us 29 ataintaſhis proſe i 
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ring in practice, the poverty, pain, and i ignominy of 
the croſs, before all the riches; , pleaſures and honours of 
this world. O bleſſed ſcho6], in Wien we Wan ſueh 
| heavenly leſſons ! 
1 Conclude, if thou wouldſt be à true diſciple of Toth 
Chriſt, not to fly from the croſs, but to take it up wil- 
lingly, whereſoever thou findeft it, and to follow him. 
O never be of the number of thoſe unhappy Chriſtians, 
whom the Apoſtle laments, as enemies of the croſs o 
Crit: who, by indulging their paſſions and luſts, ſeek 
| to wary the Az under the N of bran int. 2 


| 4] 


| | 2 Friday after the Oftave of the 

Nileenfon. 

| Dol preparing wo Jnr the ey 6%. 
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NO NSIDER firſt; that whidn we te the 
Chriſtian ſolemnities, we ought not only to ho- 
nour the myſteries we commemorate, and give praiſe 
and glory to the Author of all good, for his benefits to 
bis church; but alſo to enter into the ſpirit of the ſo- 
lemnity, by aiming, as much as poſſible, at the diſpoſi- 
| , tions of ſoul, which are ſuitable to the myſteries we; ce- 
$  lebrate. And thus when we are preparing to keep the 
ſolemn feaſt of Pentecoſt, the day when the Holy Ghoſt 
1 came down upon the firſt Chriſtians, it ought to be the 
great ſubjectof our devotion, to prepare our ſouls for the 
1. Holy Ghoſt; that ſo we may be alſo favoured with his 
1 viſit, at this holy: time; and may plentifully partake of 
his gifts and graces. O my ſoul, do thou aſpire after 
cis happineſs, (the greateſt of an 550 thou canſt enjoy on 
ö 4 this ſide of eternity) to have the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit 
| . of the living God, to come to thee, to take full poſſeſ- 
ſion of thy interiour; and to abide for ever with thee | 
O ſpare no pains in preparing a proper lodging for him. 
. Gonfider 2dly, how the Apoſtles prepared themſelves 
for the Holy Ghoſt, Aer i. 14. They were perſeuering, 
4 „Ki! the Scripture, with one mind in prayer, - And Lu 
#1 XXiv. 
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aſſures us, that this is the way for our qbtaningally all good: 


with him, and his gifts. I wißbel ſays the wiſe man man. 1 
Miſddom vii. 7. and underſtanding was given me : and | * 
called upon God, and the ſpirit of wi dom came upon ne. 9 1 | 

O my foul, ſee thou ſeek him in this manner, by ferven | ik 


Y In fiading him thou wilt find all good: for he ce vo 


WM 
d flow. i 
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every Day in the Tear. J 
xxiv. 53. They were altways in the — praiſing and 19 
bleſſing God. "They prepared their ſouls for this hed» 
venly gueſt, by a ſpiritual exercice of ten days: they 
thewhole-tune, from the Aſcenſion of our Lord | 
Wiitfunday,.in recollection and prayer, ren as 
much as might be, from the hurry and diſtractions of 
a buſy. noiſy. world, they attended in ſilence, to God 
and their ſouls. They were always at prayer in 2 
temple of God: and, by that means, they prep 
their ſouls to be the temple of God. Happy they that 
endeavour to make the like preparation I Happy theß 
that make it their practice to prepare themſelves, | 
year, at this time, for the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, 
by a ſpiritual retreat of ſome days. If thy circum- 
ſtances, O my ſoul, will not allow thee this retirement 5 
and ſolitude; therein to breath the purer ali of devotion, |} i 
and to aſpire, 3 in a more ſuitable manner, after the com- 
ing of the Spirit of God; at leaſt. wiſh for this ha 1 
neſs: and, if thou canſt do nothing more; at leaf 
the midſt of all thy other employ ments, call in thy 
thoughts, as often as thou canſt, into t by cone within': l 1 
and there entertain thyſelf with thy God, Nothing | | 
will contribute more effectually to fix the Holy i ö 
= thy ſoul, than this practice of aiming at an inward | 
recollection, i in the midſt of all thy works. 

Conſider zdly, that the great, means to bring "the By 
Holy Ghoſt into our ſouls, is to invite him thither by | | 9 
7 deſires, and fervent prayer. Thus the Apoltles| | 
obtained him: and the word of God, in many places, | f 1 Y 


141 
that our heavenly Father will give his good pirit 10 lll | | 9 
that aſt him, Luke xi. and that an ardent deſtre, A | 
perfect hunger and thief a after this heayenly Spirit, the” | | 


fountain of all juſtice, is the 1 to be filied both | 


"0h Js! 


deſires and prayer; but let it be with thy whole heat 
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flowing ſourse of all: good: without him thou art no- 
thing, but miſery and ſin. O come, divine Spirit, to 


proper lodging in my heart; and then take full poſſeſ- 
fon oſ it, for time and eternity. 7 
+ Conclude to ſpare no pains, in uſing all means in thy 
power, to engage this divine ſpirit to come to viſit thee, 
and to take up his abode with thee: frequently invite 
him with the ow ſpiritus, &c. a hymn that he 
himſelf has inſpired. He willingly comes to thoſe, that 
fincerely and heartily. invite him. 


3 M hitſun - Eve. 
On the diſpoſitions neceſſary for receiving ibe 


ONSIDER firſt, that the foul, which defires to 
receive theHolyGhoſt, muſt prepare a clean lodg- 
ing, to entertain him in: that is, a conſcience and heart 

pure and clear from wilful ſin. If any perſon of di- 
ſtinction were to honour us with a viſit, and to take up 
a lodging with us, we ſhould certainly take care to have 
our houſe clean; and to remove from the apartment, 
$ deſigned for him, whatſoever might offend his eyes: 
bow much more, when we pretend to the honour and 
# happineſs, of having the Spirit of God to abide with us, 
and in us; ought we to take care to have our inward 
{ houſe cfean, and to remove from thence, by the virtue, 
and ſacrament of penance, the filth of ſin, infinitely o- 
dious in his eyes? Alas ! all the while the ſoul is un- 
der the guilt of mortal ſin, not removed by a ſerious re- 
pentance and converſion to God]; ſhe is ſpiritually poſ- 
ſeſſed by Satan: ſhe is become a den of thieves; and 
carries as many devils about with her as there are un- 
5 ruly paſſions, to which the is enflaved. And can ſhe ex- 
Y G a viſit from the Holy Ghoſt, without firſt ridding 
. herſelf of ſuch company? No: the Spirit of God can 
never reſide in the ſame lodging with fin and Sn. A 
. | On- 


thy heavenly treaſures. O do thou prepare thyſelf a 


my foul, that longs aſter thee ; and bring with thee” all 


2 


Confider adly, thoſe words of the wiſe man, Miſaam 
i. 4, 5: Wiſdom will. not enter into à malicisus ſoul, mo 
dibell in a body ſubject to int. For the holy Spirit of \dife 
cipline will Nes from the deceitful. And learn from henqe, 
what fins have a more particular oppoſition to theprilits 
of the Spirit of God; that, by the contrary difpoſttiansg 4 
thou mayſt prepare thy ſoul for him. He is the ſpirit 
of love, union, peace, and charity; and, therefore, can 
never enter into a malicious ſoul. He is the ſpirit of pu- 
rity, and therefore, cannot dwell in a body ſubject" to 
carnal" fins, He is the ſpirit of fincerity and truth; 
and, therefore will flee from all deceitful ſouls, that is, 
from all double dealers and hypocrites, that ſeek him 
not in ſimplicity of heart. Baniſh then far from thee 
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Conclode, if thou wouldſt effectually invite the Holy 
Ghoſt, to take up his reſidence in thy ſoul, to cleanſe 
the heart thou deſigneſt for him, not only from. all wil- 
ful fin, and affection to ſin; but alſo from loving the 
world, and the things of the world; and from every 
love or affection, that ſhall dare preſume to claim any 
part of thy heart; ſo as to hinder thee from giving it 
all to him. | TSS TEL ES YR 3 be 


3 ö . | Whitſunday. k | "4% to 

O the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt. g 
YONSIDER firſt, that, on the feaſt of Pentecoſt, e: 

1 when the diſciples were all aſſembled together, ſud- of 
unh there came @ found from heaven, us of a mighty wind vi 
coming ; and it filled the whole-houſe where they were ſit- ir 
* ting. And there appeared to them partad tongues, as it vi 
were of fr andivt ſat upon every one of them ; and they tc 
S vere-all, flydwith the Holy Ghoſt,, and they began 10 te 
Heal with diverſe tongues, according as the Holy Ghoſt 0 
gave them te ſpeak, Acts ii. 2, 3, 4. Thus they re- e: 
cejyed the promiſed Comforter, with all bis gifts and fi 
graces: Thus were they quite changed into other men. h 


Weak and cowardly as they were before, they are now | 
on a ſudden couragious and perfect. They begin bold - tl 
y to preach and to publiſh the faith and law of their 

# crucified Lord; and bring thouſands to embrace it. 
t heavenly Spirit how wonderful are thy operations! Q 
| when wilt thou work the like change in my ſoul | Chri- 
ſtians, praiſe and bleſs your God, for ſending down, in 

this manner, his holy Spirit upon his church; and for 
all che .wonders that he wrought in the firſt eſtabliſ- 
ment of it. The Iſraelites obſerved the ſolemnity of | 
& Pentecoſt, as one of the three principal feaſts. of; the 
year; becauſe, on that day, the old law was publiſned 
om, mount Sinai, in thunder and lightning: how. 
much more ought Chriſtians religiouſly to obſerve this 
Pelemnity, becauſe, on this day, the new law, of graem 
and love, was publiſhed on mount Sion, by the coming 
7? down 
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down of the Holy Ghoſt, in * O far 
more ſweet IRAN 4 ei oe 20 

Conſider adly, that the Hol Ghoſh came down 
on the Apoſtles, in the ſhape of tongues, to ſignify that hd 
came to make them fit preachers of his word; and to 
endow them with the gift of tongurs, accompanied with 
heavenly wiſdom, and underſtanding, of the myſteries of 
God, and all the Goſpel truths ; to the end that they 
might be enabled to och and publiſh, throughout the 
whole world, the faith and law of Chriſt. And theſe 
tongues Were of fire, to ſignify how this divine Spirit ſets 
thoſe ſouls on fire, in which he abides; enflaming 
them with divine love; conſuming the droſs of their 
earthly affections ; putting them in a continual motion 
of earneſt deſires and endeavours, to go forward from 
virtue to virtue, as fire is always in motion; and carry- 
ing them upwards towards the God of gods in his hea- 
venly Sion; as the flame is always aſcending upwards 
towards its element. O bleſſed when Hal 1 = 
take of thy ſacred'flames ? O come and —. 
of my heart; conſume all theſe bonds that tie it to whe. 
earth ; «ad carry it up with thee, towards the heavenly - | 
furnace, from whence thou comeft. Sweet Jeſus, thou 4 
haſt ſaid, 'Luke xii. 49, I am come to caſt fire on the | b ; 
earth; ani what will 1'but that it be bind? O caſt 
this fire into my ſoul, that it may be kindled there! * 

Conſider 3dly, that the comi ing of the Holy Ghoſt 
was not promiſed only to the Apoſtles, or to the firſt | 
Chriſtians ; nor confined to the primitive ages: but was 
deſigned for a bleſlin g, to be entailed on the people of 18 
God, throughout all ages. I will aſe the Father, and 9 
he Ball give yon another Paraclete (or comforter) that 
he may abid with you for ever, the Spirit of _— » © | 
John xiv. 16, 17. He was promiſed to be forever with | i a 
the paſtors of 'God' s church, to guide them into all truth - | 1 
in teaching! God's people; and to be forever with the 1 | 
ſheep of I to guide them into all trath, in their be- 
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5 we are hevertheleſs entitled, it it we ae cel and 
1 ſue to him, to expect a ſhare in his inyi ſihle g graces and 
communications; and to aſpire to, the honout᷑ and hap- 
pineſs of being made his temples. Chriſtians, what. a 
1 happineſs indeed to have the Spirit of Gad in us! This 
ve muſt all aim at, with our whole power; this is the 
great devotion of this holy ima this we muſt Pray for 
at all times. 

Conclude with this 8 e of the church to 
"_ the divine Spirit: Come Holy 'Gho/l, fill the bearts of 
| | thy faithful and kindle in them —4 fire of thy love : or 


that other of the ſacred hymn, Come, O Spirit aur Grea- | 


dur, vifit theſe ſouls of thine; and fill with thy heavenly 

grace the breaſts which thou haſt made for thyſelf... Fre- 
' quently repeat theſe or the like invitations :,,and, truſt in 
the infinite goodneſs of him, who delights to be with 
the es of men, that he will come to thee, 5 ba 
TO i 8 „ ile 


ie. ita, Moni. 2 
o. the dne, 77 m_ the *. Ghoſt in the 
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SON SIDER. firſt; how apppe a may who! foul 
entertains, when ſhe has in her the Holy Ghoſt. 
He is called in Scripture the Paraclete (a name that 
ſignifies both comforter and ſolicitor) from the conſo- 
lations and graces he imparts to the ſoul, to ſweeten all 
her croſſes and labours, in her mortal pilgrimage, and 
do help her to overcome all difficulties and oppdlitions: 
and 9 his ſoliciting for her, by the ſpirit of prayer, 

| which he Inſpires, teaching her to pray; and as it 
were praying with her, and in her. He is allet 
dy excellence, the gift of the moſt Higb: as being the 
greateſt gift that God can give: for what can h&give” 
ater than himſelf ? A gift, comprizing all other 
gifts, He is called the living fountain; or tht feuntaix 
of living water, ſpringing up to everlaſting ” re- 
* the inward man, aſſwaging the o 
2 


this world, and watering the ſoul with a never- failing 
ſtream of grace. He is called a fre, from the bright 
flames of love, with which he enflames the foul. 
And he is called the untt ien of the foul,” from ſweetly 
difuſing himſelf through all the foul, and giving 
ſtrength and vigour to ic. O what can be wanting to 


ſhe not, in ſome meaſure, anticipate the joys of heaven; 
having within her the King of heaven, with all his 
races. | \ "56h | | 


Conſider 2dly, the happy fruits, which the pre- 


ſence of the Holy Ghoſt produces in the ſoul, as 
they e — y © 
1. Charity,' or the love af God, for his own inh- 
nite goodneſs ſake; and the love of every neighbour 
in God, and for God: a fruit fo remarkable in the 
firſt Chriſtians, upon their receiving the Holy Ghoſt, 
that, through their love of God, they had all bur. one 
heart, and one ſaul. Acts. iv. 32. 2, Jay from the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience; and from the ſenſe of 
the preſence of this divine gueſt, and the experience 
of his ſweetneſs. 3. Peace with God, with our 
neighbours, and with ourſelves: a peace not granted 
to the wicked. 4. Patience in ſupporting croſſes. 


and adverſities; Which this heavenly Spirit makes 


light and eaſy. 5. Benignity, or kindneſs, in relie- 
ving they diſtreſſed. 6. Goodneſs, or a. willingneſs to 
impart all that is good to every neighbour. 7, Lon- 
ganimity, or long: ſuffering, and perſeverance, with- 
out being wearied out with. labour, in overcoming evil 
with good. 8. Mildneſs in reſtraining wrath, and. 
bearing injuries. 9. Faith, or fidelity, to all our en- 
eagements, both to God, and our neighbours. 10. Ae 
„%, or moderation in all things, regulating every mo- 
„don both of ſoul and body. II. Continency, or tem- 
„berance, in reſtaining all irregular inclinations; and, 
from the defilements of luſt. what happy fruits 
Vo- AI. 


Spirit 
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cupiſcence, extinguiſhing all thieſt aſter the things k 


a foul; that entertains ſuch a gueſt as this! Boes 


up by St. Paul, Gal. v. 22, 23. 


J. O how happy 0s, that ſoul in which be 
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= 314 MEDITATION S fer 
Spirit of God produces all theſe fruits! O my ſoul; 
bring in this heavenly ſpirit into thy inward houſe, 
and entertain him there, and all theſe fruits will be 
— 767 7-1 Wai aft ec wn 
Conſider 3dly, that, as nothing can be more happy, 
than to have the Holy Ghoſt in the ſoul; fo nothing can 
be more miſerable, than to be without this heavenly 
gueſt. Where the Spirit of God is not, there Satan 
is. Alas can there be a greater miſery than to be poſ- 
feited by Satan. If any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 9, he is none of 
his. If he be none of his, whoſe then muſt he be? Or 
what ſhare can he have in Chriſt, or his kingdom? 
Oh! how true is that which the church ſings at this 
time, in her addreſs to this divine Spirit, ſine tuo numine, 
ni ile in homine, nibil eft innoxium. That, without 
his deity, there is nothing in man, there is nothing 
that is innocent. O | dread then the miſery of being 
without him: and flee from all thoſe evils that may 
drive him away from thee. F. lis 
Conclude to neglect nothing that, is in thy power, 
by which thou maytt procure to thy ſoul the happineſs 
of being the living temple of the living God; and of 
having the Holy Ghoſt there, not as a viſiter only, 
but, as taking up his abode in thee, both for time 
And eternity. | 9 ni 
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Whitſun-Tueſday. 
On the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 


OONSIDER firſt, what precious gifts the Spirit of 
God brings with him, wherever he comes; and 
what treaſures he imparts to the ſoul, in which he 
tikes up his abode. The prophet reckons up ſeven 
moſt admirable gifts of this holy Spirit, Jai. xi 2, 3. 
when he ſtiles him the Spirit of wiſdom, and of 
underſtanding, the Spirit of tounſel, and of fortit uut, 
the Spirit of | knowledge, and of | godlineſs, and — h. 
Spirit of the fear of the Lord. O how rr 
3 8999 x now 
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gers: and the gift of e or heavenly courage, 
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how admirable are theſe gifts! O how rich is that ſou}; 
which, by the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, is put 
in poſſeſſion of theſe treaſures! But what is this 
wiſdom that the Holy Ghoſt imparts? Not the wiſdom 
of this world, which is downright folly, in the fight 
of God; becauſe it looks no farther than earthly: toys, 
and contriving for the | tranſitory enjoyments- of this 
world; whilſt it forgets God and eternity. Not the 
wiſdom of the philoſophers; who buſy themſelves in 
ſtudying the courſes of the ſtars, and the ſecrets of 
nature; and neglect to ſeek. truth in its fountain: 
becauſe they don't ſeriouſly apply themſelves; to know 


God, and their own interiour. But that wi/dom, 


which alone deſerves this glorious name, which con- 
ſiſts in the knowledge and love of God: which tens 
continually to him: and which ſeeks and finds him in 
all things. | n , 8 
Conſider 2dly, how precious alſo: are thoſe: other 
gifts, Which the Spirit of God communicates to the 
foul. The gift of underſtanding, which opens the eyes 
of the foul to the light of God; and ſets the truths of 
God in their proper light: which clearly diſcovers 
to the ſoul the ſhortneſs and vanity of all temporal 
honours, riches, and pleaſures; and convinceth her 
that nothing is truly great, or worthy of her affection, 
but that which is eternal By the help of this light, 
the end of qur creation, the dignity of an immortal 
ſoul, the nature of our mortal pilgrimage, the fc... 
laſtthings, and other Chriſtian truths, fink deep into the 
ſoul, and have a wonderful influence upon the whole 
conduct of our lives. But then, as we are ſtrangers 
and travelers here below, and are obliged to make 
the beſt of our way towards our true country, through: 
the midſt of difficulties and dangers; and with infinite 
oppoſition from ſtrong and ſubtle enemies; the Spirit 
of Gad comes into our aſſiſtance, with two other 
admirable. gifts: viz. the gift of counſel, to ſhew, us 


our way; to. diſcover to us the ſnares. and artifices . 


of our enemies; and to guide us ſafe through all dans 


and 
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; | | gift of the fear of the Lord, which the Scripture calls 
be beginning of wiſdom; which reſtrains the foul from 


all that may offend God; and makes her fear his diſ- 


pleaſure, more than any other evil whatſoever. Can 


any treaſures upon earth be comparable to theſe ? 


..{, Conclude to ſct a high value upon theſe heavenly 
gifts, the leaſt of which is worth more than all the 


world can give. How rich then is that ſoul which 
enjoys them all, by enjoying the Spirit of God, who is 


the ſource of all good, and who alone can impart 


fuch excellent gifts. 


I, hitſun-Wedneſday. 


O the means of keeping the Holy Ghoſt in the 
2 . 


g F ONSIDER firſt, that the ſoul which has been 


& - favourcd with a viſit from the Holy Ghoſt, if 


8 ſhe deſires a continuance of that happineſs, muſt 
* take care to entertain him, in a proper manner. For 

if ſhe takes little or no notice of this heavenly gueſt; it 
_ ſhe quickly turns her back upon him, to attend to every 
idle and impertinent amuſement, that offers itſelf; 
if ſhe do not frequently go in, to wait upon him, in 
1 | her 
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her inward houſe; if ſhe love not to converſe 

bim there: ſhe will « quickhy loſe him; the will Wer 
him away from wi He delights to 

that ures! 


to be with him. He expects a correſ On- 


dence aud return of love: And therefore with draws um- 


of from. ſuch ſouls as take no "care to entertain. him, 
by kecollection and love; but chooſe to give 
10 ves up to diſfipation of thought, a and' to 9835 
away that precious time, which they ſhould hs 
his company, in following empty p banto 
roving imaginations. O my foul, 8 hot” 
_ often thy caſe? Amongſt the many thoughts, kk 
ſucceſſively occupy thy mind, all the 'day long, 
few are there that are any ' thing to the rg 
few that are fit to come in, to appear in preſence 
the Holy Ghoſt? How then canft thou expect, he: 


will ſtay. with thee, if thou introduceft ſuch OT” 
as this into his lodging? ? 


Conſider 2dly, that as the Spirit of God willen 
dwell ina ſoul, that does not attend on him by rasch be 
of thought: ſo neither will he dwell in a ſoul, that 
does not ſerve him, with purity of heart and Mites... 
He will be ſole maſter of the heart, in which he re- 
ſides: he will allow of no partner there. He is 1177 
lous lover that will bear no rival. A heart, div ed 


* 2 0 N 


excludes the Holy Ghoſt: he will ſuffer no diviſion; 
he claims the. whale heart: the bed is too narrow 
to hold two: he will have all or none. Chriſtians, 
it then you pretend to the happineſs of being temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt, you muſt not admit of 
in your ſouls. Now alt diſorderly affections are idols, 
inaſmuch as, by them, you prefer the creature before | 
| the Creator: and all ſuch affections are diſorderl 
\ captivate your hearts, and take them off from * 


lit a due ſubordination” to the love of God. 
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in its affections, between the Creator and the creature, 


of any idols 


N Let the object of your love be ever ſo innocent in 
: ſelf, | it is no longer innocent when it is a 1 
t be- 

 Fomes Shen impure; it defiles the heart: it chaſes Fi 
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Confſder 20 aly, that, in ns to keep the; Hol 
W Ghoſt in the ſoul, ſo that he may chooſe" to dwell 
| A as in his temple: we muſt not only keep this. 

remple- clean and undefiled : for i any mn violate 

the templt of God, him will God dęſtroy, I Cor. iis 17: 
büt we m iſt alſo take care, that it be made 'a. houſe 
#70 er; as the houſe of God ſhould be; We 
muſt f uently go into this temple ; there to worſhip 
1 Spirit of truth, in ſpirit and truth, We muſt ap- 
ply and employ all the three powers of the ſoul, the il / 
will, the memory, and the underſtanding, i in frequently 
attending there upon their God, in the way of mental 
prayer. Ina word, the worſhip of God ſhould be ever 
going forward, in this temple of his. This is the true 
way, to engage him to ſtay with us, and to make our 
8 s the place of his reſt for ever and ever. 
Conclude to make uſe of all theſe means to enter. 
tain this ſovereign gueſt, and to fix him in your ſouls, 
Give him full polſeflion of your memory and- under- 
15 et by recollection of thought, and attention to 

is preſence: and make him the abſolute maſter of 


r ac A awe atten and os als Q1£ 4 «ds what — 


{ -your will, by fimplicity of intention, and purity. of . 
| Ind affection ;. and he will De yours. Drone; 0097 
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"ONSIDER firſt; that the ſureſt way to rr A. 
judgment, whether the Holy Ghoſt abides in the 
=} - foul, or no; is by his fruits. The Spirit of God ne- 
ver tes Ache: he is a fire that is always active; always 
nin motion; always tending upwards. If we find no- 
thing of this in our ſouls, we have reaſon to fear. hei is 
f not there. His fruits are charity, joy, peace, patience, 
ec. If we have none of theſe fruits, he is not with us. 
p wha what is thy faith ? Is at firm? Is it lively ? Or 
1 


ea Day, ine f TIO 
is it not ruther dull and. dead ? pes it ſhaw itſelf in the: 
ꝑractice of thy life? Doſt thou live by faith? What is 
thy hope? What is thy ſenſe of the ae 1 
What is thy eſteem of ſpiritual things? What is thy de- 
votion? What is thy love for God, and thy nei ha, 
bour? What is thy deſire of making a dail ee 
the: way of God? By. examining thyſeif upon thele 
heads, it will be eaſy to judge whether the Holy Ghoſt 
be with thee, or no. But eſpecially, there is no ſurer 
mark of this divine Spirit abiding in the ſoul, than a 
conftant and fervent. deſire of loving God daily. more 

and mote; and of ever knowing and doing his holy will 

in all things. Doſt thou find in thyſelf this earne de- 

lire of loving and pleaſing God? If ſo, the Spirit of God: 
eannot he far from the... l he ir : 

Conſider 2dly, that as there is an infinite oppoſitiong 

between the Spirit of God, and wilful fin; ſo one of the || 
fureſt marks of the Holy Ghoſt's reſiding in the ſoul, 
is a ſettled. conſtant abhorrence. of wilful ſin; with 4 \\ 
hxt determination of the ſoul, never to admit, for the 
future, any ſuch ſin, upon any: conſideration whatlos | 
ever. My; ſoul, what is thy diſpoſition in this re 155 * 
Art thou fully determined to be ever faithful 8 loyal | 
to thy God, both in life and death? Doſt thou refolute- | 
ly renounce Satan, and all his works, both for the pre- 
ſent time, and forever? B it thy conſtant and ſettled re- 
ſolution, never to tranſgreſs the holy law and command- if 
ments of God, for any worldly honour, tereſt, or plea-. | 
ſure ; for any reſpect of perſon; for any fear or love; 
for any thing that the world can give, or take away; or 
for any other conſideration ? If this be thy fincere diſ- 8 
poſition and determination, the Holy Ghoſt is learn 1 


but if thou art not thus determined, there is no 
for him in thy foul, becauſe Satan is there. ⁵ 
Conſider 3dly,. that where the Holy: Ghoſt comes, 8 
he convinces the world: of fin, and o juſtice, and f judg- Wi 
ment, John xvi..8. He convinces the ſoul: of ſin, inaj- 
much as he gives to the ſoul, which he enlightens with | 
his preſence, a ſenſe of the enormity of /in, and of the 
5 and greatneſs of her, own ſins in, partiqu- 
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lar; a horrour for that helliſh monſter; and a deſire of 
aboliſhing it by penance. He diſcovers alſo many 
ſtains, where the ſoul before perceived none; and hum- 
bles her exceedingly, by the conviction of her manifold 
guilt. My foul doſt thou experience in thyſelf this con- 
viction of in? The Holy Ghoſt by his coming convinces 
alſo the ſoul of the jaſtice of Chriſt, and of his heavenly 
law; of the beauty of virtue and holineſs ;, and of the 
Pleaſure and happineſs, that is found in ſerving God in 
earneſt. Art thou, my ſoul, practically convinced of all 
this? Doſt thou practically prefer this manna of hea- 
ven, before the flcſh-pots of Egypt? Again, the Holy 
Ghoſt, by, his coming, convinces the foul of the wrong 
Judgment ſhe has. hitherto made, in following the world, 
and the prince of this world, who ts already judged, and 
condemned; and of the right judgment ſhe ought to 
'make of all things; in order to efcape that judgment, 
* Which God will otherwiſe one day make of her. Doſt 
thou, my ſoul, find in thee this conviction of judgment? 
Is thy judgment rectified by the Holy Ghoſt, in regard 
to truth and falſhood, verity and vanity, time and eter- 
ity? Doſt thou not ſtill follow, by a perverſe judgment, 
the prince of this world, rather than Jeſus Chriſt : the | 
maxims of worldlings, who are liars in their balances ; 
rather than the practice of the Saints, who weigh all 
things in the ſcales of the ſanctuary? Will thy way of 
judging be able to ſtand the teſt of the laſt great trial ?. 
| © * Conclude to examine well, by ſuch marks as theſe, 
| Whethe: the Spirit of God be with thee, or no. If thou 
| ſeemeſt to find in thyſelf theſe marks of his preſence ; 
return him humble thanks : but be not too ſecure, leſt 
| the artinces of thy ſelf-love ſhould deceive thee ; or thy 
pride ſhould drive him away from thee. But if thou 
diſcovereſt not in thyſelf theſe marks of his being with 
hee; bewail thy miſery ; and give chyſelf no ref tit, 
by penitential tears, and fervent prayer, and all the other 
means, by which the Holy Ghoſt is to be invited into 
| the ſoul, thou haſt grounds to hope, that he is returned 
blog + 
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On the ſacrament of confirmation, 


(CONSIDER firſt, that confirmation is a ſacrament, 
by which the faithful, if duly diſpoſed, receive the 
Holy Ghoſt, together with all his gifts and graces; in 
order to make them ftro:12 and perfect Chriſtians. The 
Apoſtles were confirmed, in a wonderful manner, by the 
Holy Ghoſt's coming down viſibly upon them, on Whit- 
ſunday : but the reſt of the faithful, were to be confirmed 
by their miniſtry, and by that of their ſucceſſors, the bi- 
ſhops of God's church ; receiving the Holy Ghoſt by 
the impoſition of their hands, and prayer, Acts viii. 15, 
17, 18. and chap. xix. 6. Cive thanks to our Lord, 
for this facred inſtitution, by m-2ns of which he perpe- | 
tuates in his church, the miſſion of his Holy Spirit, and 
the communication of his graces. What a dignity, 
what a happineſs, to receive the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord 
of heaven and earth, and the inexbauſtible ſource of all 
ee Whereſoever he comes, he brings with him all 
is treaſures ; and he is infinitely liberal, in imparting 
them to all ſuch ſouls, as are diſpoſed to receive them. 
How much then are they their own enemies, who ei- 
ther neglect this great means of recciving the Holy 
Ghoſt ; or elſe come to it, without due diſpoſitions ; | 
and ſo loſe the benefit of it; and even pervert it to their 
own damnation. In 
.. Conſider 2dly, that the proper and peculiar grace of 
the ſacrament of confirmation is a heavenly fortitude.z || 
that is to ſay, a ſpiritual ſtrength, valour, and courage, 
in order to maintain the cauſe of God and our ſouls, 2 
gainlt the viſible and inviſible enemies of our faith. By 1 
this ſacrament we are made ſoldiers of Chriſt: Here We 
give in our names to be liſted in the ſervice of this great 
king: we put ourſelves under his banner: we. receiye | 
the ſacred mark of his cro/s on our foreheads ; his crols, | | | 
- which. is the royal ſtandard of all his troops: here we | 8 
engage ourſelves to fight his battles, againſt the worlds 15 
ne 
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the fleſh, and the devil; and we 75 bau ed out, with 
proper arms for this Warfare. glorious is this 
title of a ſoldier of Chriſt ! Hos jo this ſervice! 
What have we to apprehend, following Chriſt for our 
; Captain; and having his holy Spirit with us, to guide, 
| firengthen, encourage; and defend us? But O the noble 
pay, which this great oy gives to his ſoldiers | For he 
| gives them nothing leſs than himſelf, and that for eter- 
| nity. Be thou faithful until death, ſaith he, aud I will 
| giue thee the crown of life, Apocal. ii. 10. | 
Conſider 3dly, that, in the ſacrament of confirma - 
tion, the ſoul is, in a particular manner, dedicated and 
| conſecrated to Gad, by the unction of his holy Spirit; 
at the ſame time as the forchead is anointed with the 
| holy. Chriſm. This Chriſm is a compound of oil, 
and balm of Gilead, ſolemnly conſecrated by the bi- 
| ſhops of God's church, on Maundy 'T hurſday ; kept 
in the church with the utmoſt reverence ; and only uſed 
in the conſecration of ſuch things as are more ſolemnly 
dedicated to God, or more nearly deputed to his divine 
ſervice... So that the uſing of this holy oil in confirma- 
tion, is to give us to underſtand, that, by. this ſacra- 
ment, we alſo. are ſolemnly. dedicated, ſanctiſiad, and 
conſecrated to God; to be the temples of his Spirit. 
Inaſmuch as this viſible unction, and conſecration: ofthe 
body, i is the outward ſign of the inviſible unction, and 
| conſecration. of the ſoul, by the Spirit of God: as all 
the ſacraments are outward ſigns of inward grace. Chri- 
ſtians, what are your thoughts of this conſecration, 
which your ſouls have received? Have you hitherto 
eonſidered yourſelves, as a people particularly dedicated 
to God, and ſanCtified by the unction of his Spirit? 
Have you reflected, that you have been ſanctiſied, with 
the like een, to that with which the altars, and 
temples of God, are ſolemnly dedicated to his ſervice ? 
Remember this, at leaſt, for the future; and let | 
lives ſhew forth, that you are indeed the living — 
the living God. ek 
Conelude to ſet a high value upon the grace of your 
confirmation ; ; and to live up to the glorious characten 
VP you 
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you there received. See you behave, in every reſpect 


as becomes ſtrong and perfect Chriftians, arid Tldler of 
Chriſt. Beware of receiving ſo great. a grace in vain. 0 


0 hitſun- Saturday... 


On the obligations of our confirmation. 


ONSIDER firſt, that confirmation is one of thoſe 
three ſacraments, which imprint a character, or ſpi- 
ritual mark, in the ſoul. The nature of this character 
of confirmation is ſuch, as to carry with ĩt a certain de- 
dication of the ſoul to the ſervice of God, in the quality 
of his ſoldier : as the character of baptiſm marks us out” 
for the people of God; and the character of Holy Or⸗ if 
| 


£4 : 


ders for the miniſters of God. Hence it is, that theſe 
three ſacraments, after -they have been once received, 7 
cannot be received any more; becauſe the character 9 
which they leave in the ſoul, which is the mark of the 
conſeeration of the ſoul to God, can never be loſt, and 
therefore can never be repeated. But then theſe three 
ſacraments carry alſo with them a ſtrict obligation, of 
living up to this character, and to this conſecration; 
which they impart to the ſoul: and thus this ſacrament, 
of confirmation in particular, obliges us to obſerve the 
whole diſcipline, of the ſoldiers of Jefus Chriſt ; to ſtand 
to our colours; to fight manfully the battles of our 
Lord; and rather to die than to change fides, or to go 
over to the enemy, by any wilful ſin. This is the al“ 
legiance we owe to Chriſt, in quality of his ſoldiers's” 8 
this we oblige ourſelves to, when we receive the charnes 1 
ter of eonſirmation. 1 

Conſider 2zdly, that the ſoldiers of this Am pro= 3 
feſs a ſtrict regard, to all the laws of their calling, ane 
to the orders of their officers. They expoſe them ue 
ſdves to all kind of labours and dangers, in marehes, 
in ſieges, and in battles. They endure heats and cold, Wt; 
and all the inelemeney of the weather, and the ſraſons; 
they ſtiffer hunger and thirſt, watehings, and all other 38 
hatl{hips, to which their ſtation of life expoſes them? un 
1 and | $4 
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and alf this for à trifling conſideration: of aH] pay. 
What leſſons are here for Chriſtians, who, by thedacyan 
ment of copfit mation; have enliſted themſeltes ſoldiers | 
| of Cbriſt? Héw much more ought they to embrace 
with courage, all the labours and ſufferings, to which 
their pititual warfare expoſes them? | Eſpecially as they | 
nt under the banner of ſo great ai king; in his pre- 
ſence and company; and for ſq great a reward. But 
alas the ſoldiers of this world will, I fear, one day riſe 
up in judgment, and condemn us, for having done 
0 and ſuffered ſo little in the warfare of Chriſt, in com- 
patiſon with what they: have done and ſuffered. in the 
Warfare of the world d ust „gad adi - ach 10 
Conſider 3dly, that whatſoever is once dedicated and 
conſecrated to God, ought to continue forever dedi- 
cated and conſecrated to his divine ſervice, , Ang it is 
no leſs a crime than ſacriledge, to pervett any thing, 
dedicated to him, to profane uſes. Therefore he Gal, 
| which, by the ſacrament of confirmation, has been de- 
| dicated, ſanctified, and conſecrated to God; and which 
always carries ab9Sut' with her- the mark of this con- 
| ſecration, is ſtrictly e thereby to be ever his; to 
be ever faithful; and to be ever holy; as a thing dedi- 
| Cated to his divine ſervice, both in quality; eee 
dier, and of his temple. O remember Chriſtians, th: 
the character, which the ſoul receives in this ſactamgn 
can never be effaced, neither in this world, nog in 
world to come: that, if ue live. up to the b * 
fouls. 9 
eternity, and be no ſmall addition to our everlaſting 
glory and happineſs: but if we ſhould defile an 4 
fane this ſacred mark of Chriſt, by a ſinful Ji and - 
ter theſe ſolemn engagements, and the MAT! tian c 
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tions ot it, it will ſhine moſt brightly in our 


our ſouls to him, ſhould become rebe bs a Nee 

char this ſame mark would appear in judgment 

| us ; it wou condemn us at the bar of diving Tf? 

| would continue with us forever, as a mark of. Jilgrac 

| a perpetual reproach among the da ned z ang 155 

| ditional torture and gripe to the ſoul, for haying 0 
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every” Day in ths Han, 2 
beem dedicated to God; and having been ſo; mad, e 
wretched; ſo wicked, ias to apoſtatize from him.. 
Conclude to bœar always in mind, the ſacred chacr 
racter of thy confirmation, as well as that of thy bap- 
tiſm; that thou may ſt live up tothe obligations of 
them both. Be not terrißed at the proſpect of the 
conflicts thou muſt ſuſtain; or the croſſes and hard- N 
ſhips, thou wilt have to go thro' in this warfare : the 
grace of God, and his peace, which ſurpaſſeth all unden- 
flanding, Phil. iv. 7, will ſupport thee, and never /uf- Wu 
fer thee to be tempted above thy firength, 1 Cor. x. 13. 
but bring thee off with eomfort and victory: In token 
of which, the biſhop, when he confirmed thee, gave 
thee a blow on the cheek, as a declaration of the ad- 
verſities thou waſt to ſuſtain 3 but at the ſame time gave 
thee God's peace, that thou mightſt underſtand, that 
God would be with thee, in them all, and never leave 8 
thee. | ; | 
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O, the bleſſed Trinity,” 
ONSIDER firſt, that, on this day, the church ſets 4 a 
before the eyes of our ſouls, this principal myſtery 50 u 
of the Chriſtian faith; by which we believe one eter- 
nal God, in three ſeveral perſons : which we call the * 
yſtery of the bleſſed Trinity; or of three in one; "0 
three perſons in one God. This is the great object of 


the Chriſtian's worſhip. This we ought to adore every {i th 


day, and every hour. Every Sunday in the year might {lj 
be called Trinity- Sunday; becauſe every Sunday is ſet * 
alide for. the worſhip of this adorable Trinity, our 
Lord, and our God. Vea, all our time belongs to him: $i 
aud the great ſacrifice, that is offered daily, on millions [i 
of Altats, throughout the world, is principally deſigned 
to give ſovereign adoration, homage, praiſe, and glory, 41 

) the moſt holy Trinity. But then this day is more | 
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relating to the myſteries of our redemptibn, and fatde- 0 
| tification, wrought by the three divine perſons,) in 1 
order to honour, in a more particular manner, this t 
chiefeſt myſtery of our religion. Come then, my ſoul, / 
and. come all ye Chriſtian fouls with me, this day: and þ 
let us bow down all our powers, to adore this incom- 4 
| prehenlible myſtery. The more 'tis above our reach, t 
| the mote worthy it is, both of our faith and venera- a 
| tion. | h 
| _ Conſider 2dly, more in particular, what our faith a 
| teaches us, with relation to this myſtery. We believe N. 
| there is but one true and living God, and no more; 2 
eternal, incomprehenſible, omnipotent, and infinite in 1 
alli his attributes, and perfections. In this one God, we to 
believe three diſtinſt perſons, of the ſame ſubſtance, 
and eſſence, and perfectly equal in age, in power, in el 
| wiſdom, and in all perfections: the Father, who has a 
no beginning, and proceeds from no one: the Son, tt 
| who proceeds from the Father, by an eternal and in- C( 
effable generation; as his living word, and wiſdom, A 
the brightneſs of his glory, and the nioſt perfect image 


W 
of his perſon : and the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of tc 
God, who proceeds eternally from the Father and the <= 
Son. We believe that theſe three are one, by having 
all three the ſame Godhead, that is the fame divine 
nature. The Father, is God, the Son is God, the 
| Holy Ghoſt is God: And yet they are not three 
Gods, but one God, one Lord, one Almighty, in three 

ſeveral perſous. This is the true Chrifkian catholick 
belief of the myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity, eſſentially 
| neceſſary for our eternal ſalvation. Let us then make 
frequent acts of faith, concerning this ſovereign truth: 
let us caſt down every proud thought, that offers t5 
[| rebel againſt it: God himſelf has taught it; Who nef- 
ther can deceive, nor be decely etc. 996 
Conſider 3dly, that 'tis not our faith alone, but butt” 
lives alſo, that muſt render proper homage to this ad. 
rable myſtery of the eternal Trinity. r will Ft 
avail thee to diſcourſe profoundly of the Trinity, faith 5 
ſeriaut of God, if, through want ming rat 
3 1 dſlſa- -1 


Aiſagrecable ta the. Trinity? Humility of mind, apt 
heart, is the moſt agrecable homage that man can pay, 
to this infinite majeſty. Heaven is my throne, faith he, 
Jſai. Ixvi. 1, 2, and the earth my foot-/icol---- My i 

ud made all theſe things---but to wham ſhall I have 
reſpect, but to him that is poor and little, and of a cons 
trite ſpirit, and that trembleth at my wards ? Learn 
alſo. from the Epiſtle of this day, as a part of tht! 
homage thou oweſt to the moſt ſacred Trinity, to 
adore in ſilence the depth of the ſecret counſels and Wil 
judgments of God, and the wiſdom of his unſearch- 
able ways; and, in all events, to give glory to him. 1 4 
For of , him, and by him, and in him, are all things > *N 
to him be glory forever: Amen, Rom. xi. 36. 1 » 

Conclude to come daily before the, throne of tbe 
eternal Trinity, with thy beſt homage of faith, love, 
and humility. Adore the almighty power of the Fa- 
ther, the infinite wiſdom of the Son, and the in- Wl 


and goodneſs. 
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Monday after Trinity-Sunday.. |." 
On the: figures of the bleſſed Zucbariſt. Aid * a 
Heut of the paſchal Lambz. 


"NONSIDER. firſt, that the Old Teſtament was a 
XJ, figure of the New: and that all the moſt re- 
markable events, that are there recorded by the Spirit 
of, God, have relation, in the way of propheticx 
figures, to Chriſt, and his church of the New Tefta-" 1 
ment. 'Thus the redemption, or deliverance” of the © 
children of Iſrael out of the ſlavery in Egypt, was a oO 
figure of the redemption of man by Chrift, from the 
bondage of Satan and fin: and the means that were 
chen ordered, and appointed to be ufed, as a Prepata- "WY 
ravion, for that deliverance, were a figure of what” 


A 
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I GAL to beafterwards done by our Redeemer, fori the de- 
I Uverance of all mankind, from à far wotſe ſlavery. 
Now it was appointed, Exod. xii, that the children of 
Hrael, the night before their going out of Egypt, 
J fhould, in all their families, offer up an unſpotted lamb 
il. in ſacrifice 3 and that they ſhould ſprinkle their door- 
“poſts with the blood of the victim, as a ſign for the de- 
ll e N flew that night all the firſt- born 
of Egypt, to paſs over their hoifes; and that they 
ſhould cat the fleſh, of the lamb, that ſame night, 
| Toaſted at the fire, with unleavened bread, and 
wild lettice; having their loins girt, their ſhoes on 
i their feet, and their ſtaves in their hands, in teadineſs 
to take the journey, which they were immediately to 
begin, in conſequeace of the deliverance of that night. 
See here my foul, this illuſtrious figure: but now let 
| us come to the application of it. Ley eb 1 

[} 


-' Conſider therefore, 2dly, that this unſpotted lamb, 
| firſt offered in facrifice, and then eaten in a ſacred 
[| and myſterious ſign, or ſacrament, was a lively figure 
of Jefus Chriſt, the true Lamb of God, offered up 
in facrifice for our redemption from fin and hell; with 
the ſprinkling of whoſe blood, our fouls are reſcued 
from the power of Satan, and from the ſecond death. 
And whofe ſacred fleſh we are commanded to eat in 
the divine myfteries, as an earneſt” of tlie ſhare we 


have in him, and his ſacrifice 3 as a ſovereign means of 
[| communicating to our ſouls the fruit of our redemp- 
tion, and all the grace purchaſed by our Redeemer ;'as 
a pledge of our eternal happineſs; and as a preparation, 
and a viaticum, for the great journey we are to make 
'put of this Egypt of the world, to the true land of 
Þ promiſe, the land of the living. O my ſoul, leti us 
adore, praiſe, and give thanks to our Lord, for theſe 
Wonders he has wrought in our favour, in theſe hea- 
Vvenly myſteries. Let us embrace, with all affectiun 
this Lamb of God, immolated for our fins; this 
1” Chriftian paſch; this victim of our redemption; this 
ner ſacrifice of the new covenant, the W 
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bfegrfand love: Let E frequently, ap oach: to, theſe 
. pyſteries ; but. (ee it he with, due diſpoſitions b 
5 Conſider Zdly, that the paſchal lamb was to he eg 17 
with unleavened bread, and wild lettice, to N 1 
diſpoſitions of ſoul, with which. we ought ta comes 
the Chxiſtian paſſover. Chriſt is now our Eh EY * 
Therefore, Jays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. v. 85 let us eg, uot | 4 
with the old lea ven, nor with the leaven of malice, — +8 
wickedneſs ;,but with the unleauened bread of. ſincerity and Wi 
truth. So that a purity of intention, ee on. 1777 
ſimplicity of ,beart, and the ſincere diſpoſition. of a 
ſoul, which deſires. to give herſelf up, without reſerve, Wl 
to her Redeemer, are ſignified by the unleavencd. bread, Wl 
with which the paſch was to he eaten: as the whole- 
ſome bitterneſs of a true repentance, and contrition or 
our ſins, is ſignified by the bitter taſte, of the wild le- 
tice, And whereas it was alſo ordered, that, in eating 
the paſchal lamb, they ſhould have their loins girt up, Wl 
their ſhoes on their feet, and their ſtayes in their Wl 
hands: we are to learn from theſe ceremonies, that, uf Wi 
we would worthily approach to, the Lamb of God, in 
the ſacred myſterios, we muſt gird up the loins of, our 
ſoul, by a reſolute reſtraint of our paſſions, and luſts; 
and have our feet, that is, the affections of the ſoul, 


ſbad with the preparation of the goſpel of peace, Kyb. 
iv. 153! that is, with a readineſs of heart to follow, in al 
all things, the rules of the Goſpel, as the only. way to 
true peace: and hold our ſtaves in our hands, __ „ 
grims and travellers, not having any propriety, ox laſting 4 
dwelling: here, but wholly bent on making the beſt of Bi 
or way to our true country. ... ier 
Conclude to frequent , hengeforward. the great 
Ohtiſtian paſſover of the moſt bleſſed Euchari 1 1 
the diſpoſition of true Laclites,. leaving Egypt, and 
.mirchang towards the land of promiſe. Ever canhder.zt TH 
axe faciifice, and ſacrament, of your delive; nge and Os 
Tedemption, and approach to it with, the _deyotiqu, 2 
uhich his conſide ration requites;: às the, Iſraelites; were Wl 
commanded to ſolemalze; by the, annual de offi Lf 
Ag. E 83 teal 


i! 


— — 5 N — 
rr 
2 


g Mad rat 10 Vos 


— WW * 


the ſacrifice and ſacrament of the paſchalJahbJighe 
memory of their 1578 87 from their \Egypetan 


enn ern 25 *. Cos . 


X g 06 4 7 
1 4 tg 141 9:0 * 
87 — 4 6 


ali after Trinity- Sun: | hos 
Of 2 the manna, and the bread of Nis 1 


NONSIDER firſt, that the manna, with which 
God fed the children of Iſrael, for forty 8 in 
the wilderneſs, from their going out of Egypt, till 

their entring in to the land of promiſe, was another 
prophetick emblem of the true bread of heaven, 
which we receive in the bleſſed Euchariſt; He com- 


| 2 the clouds from above, and opened the | doors 


heaven, ſays the Plalmiſt, Ixxvii. 23, 24, 25. And 
eraintd down manna upon them to eat; and gave them 
the*bread- of heaven man did eat the bread rf Angels. 
And yet this miraculous food, formed by Angels, 
and ſent down from the * and therefore called 
the bread of heaven, and the bread of Angels, was but 
a figure of that bread of life, which we receive in the 
dleſſed ſacrament: an illuſtrious figure indeed, but 
nothing in compariſon with the truth. Moſes did not 
give you bread from heaven, ſays our Lord to the Jews, 
Yeoh vi. (for the manna only came down from the 
clouds) h my Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven - am the living bread which cam down 
from heaven. If any man eat of this bread, be ſpall 
Aue for ever + and the bread that I will give is my'\fleſb 


\for the life of the world. ----- As the living _ 


batb ſent me, and I live ly the Father : þ tag he th 


tateth me, the ſame alſo hall live by: me. 


nbread that came down. from heaven, not as your fathers 


did eat manna, and are dead. He that eateth this-bread 


| ſpall live forever. verſ. 32, 51, 52, 58, 59. Oy 
{:fou}, ſee thou embrace this living, aud life- giving, brend. 
nc Conſider 2dly, that the manna was the food, upon 
-which:tie people of God lived, for forty years; in the 


Fans ; but which ceaſed,” as ſoon as they came 
suoi to 
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to at of the fruits of the land of proniiſs: to give u 
to underſtand, that the bread of heaven, WI1Aa . 
here receive, veiled under the ſacramental ſpecies, iu ³ä 
the bleſſed Euchariſt, is to be the food, nouriſnment, 
ſtrength, and life, * our fouls, during our mortal pil- 
orimage, through the wilderneſs of this world; "ll +8 
we come to the true land of promiſe, and. there eat 1 
of the happy fruits, of that bleſſed land of the * TY 


by the | beatifick : viſion and contemplation” of 'tha 
Divinity: and that then all ſacramental veils ſhall be 8 
removed; and we ſhall ſee, and feed, upon life and 

truth itſelf, face to face, for all eternity. Chriſtians} il 

if you hope to arrive one day at this happy land of 
promiſe, ſee you neglect not to gather, for your jour- 

ney, the manna of heaven, by the frequent and wor- 

thy approaching to the bread of life, in the moſt holy Wi 
ſacrament: without this ſupport, you will periſn in the 
wilderneſs, and never reach your journey's end. But, ll 

if you would truly reliſh this heavenly: manna, = 17 

muſt take care not to let your palate be depraved, * 

the carnal Jeus, by an enn to the anbonsy and 
fleſhpots of Egypt. | > 51421 ® Wl 

| Conſider 3dly, another figure of this desen food, 

in that hearib-cale of the prophet Elias; with which 5 

1 fed by an Angel in the wilderneſs, when he was 1 
fleeing from the perſecution of Jezabel :: 3 Kings he. || 

In the ftrength of which food, be walked forty days, 4 

and forty nights, unto the mount of God Horeb:\vy8: 
Where he was favoured with the viſion of the * = 

as far as man is capable of ſeeing him in this h by. 
"Ariſe, eat, ſaid the Angel to him v. 7, for thou haft 1 

get a great way to go. All Which expreſſes to us, 

6 that retiring from the dangers, and the contagiom of 4 
A wicked world, as from the impious Jeabel, in 1 
order to make our journey to the mountain of Gd, lt 
[ 


the mountain of eternity: we muſt have recbulſe do TH 
this bread of heaven, for our ſupport in our way; fer 
we have yet a great way to go, being fat o . bs 
2thati perfection, which is required before we Bene a 
„tothe viſion of God; and. this barren wilderneſs, 
91 through 
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thr oh f We" ute” to Havel)" affürding es m0 

od for out lultenünce in de way; but whit 

BOT mu 2 from heaven. M105, uch 
OConclude my ſoul, if thou : alpileſt after chis moun- 
tain, 3 God, and che happy uin on of him, diligently 


| tg, procure , this bread of life, in the Arength of Shieh n 
Y thou may {t alſo walk, duting the forty days of thy b 
pilgrimage, to that bleſſed mountain. But remem- fe 

= that this bread was only given in the wilderneſs, p 
chat is, in retirement and ſolitude : and that the manna 8 
as not given, till the people had left Egypt: and p 
 Jeafn from thence, that a ſpirit of recalleftion, and 7 
12 purifying of the heart, from the affections to the co 
Eęypt of this world, are 1 beſt dennen n C: 
1 of heaven. 4 


N. edne/day 1 Trinity-S andey. 5 
0 other figures of the bleſſed E uc bariſt. 


m 
C 
\ONSIDER firſt,” that, the facrifice of Mel- to 
C chiſedech, Gen. xiv. 18. in bread and wine, th 
was another figure of the ſacrifice, and ſacrament, of th 
the body and blood of Chriſt, in the Euchariſt: as « 
! 

ve 
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E 
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Melchiſdech himſelf, and his prieſthood, was an illuſtri- 

eus figure of Chriſt, and his eternal prieſthood, as 
we learn from Palm cx. 4. and Hebr, vii. And ſo 
s likewiſe, in the law of Moſes, all choſe ſacrifices com- 
| monly called peace-offerings, in Which both the prieſt 
and the people were partakers of the victim, were 
F alſo. Wee of Chriſt ſacrificed for us, and received 
8o many ways was the divine majeſty pleaſed, 
1 bath Þefore the law, and in the law, to ſhew forth to 
us, not only che ſacrifice, in which his Son ſhould be 
poch our prieſt and victim; but alſo the ſaerament; 
1 by which he ſhould communicate his own fleſhi tõ 
us. Learn from hence my ſoul, what reverende, 
* what devotion, thou oweſt to our tremendous: myſte⸗ 
ties; the very figures of which were ſo ſacred, un 
ö Jo venerable,” It was a great erime, if any one that 
1 Was 


Sr gers 


every "ay the Mar. 136 
was not clean and pure, preſumed to approach 
theſe ancient ſacriſices; what purity then f Chrifhi3f 
now obliged to bring with him, when he approaches 
to the truth, of which theſe. were but ſhadows ? ß? 
Conſider adly, that God. appointed twelve loaves, 


made of fine flower, to ſtand always in his | temple,” | 15 


before the veil, of the ſandsa ſanctorum, or the in 


ſanctuary; placed there upon a table, made for that 


purpoſe, of incorruptible wood, and overlaid witty 
gold: and that the cleareſt frankincenſe ſhould be 
put upon them; that the bread might be for a memo- 
rial of the oblation of the Lord, by an everlaſting 
covenant, Levit. xxiv. 5, 6, 7, 8. h Theſe loaves, 
called the holy, bread, and. the loaves of propoſition, of 
ſhew-bread, were alſo a figure of the holy Euchariſt. 
They always ſtood before the Lord in his temple, as 
an offering made to him. by his people; as a figure of 
that ſolemn offering which ſhould be afterwards daily 
made, under the form of bread, in the church of 
Chriſt : the cleareſt frankincenſe was put upon them, 
to denote the pure prayer, and devotion, with, which 
this offering was to be made: And they ſtood befors 
the veil, with the golden candleſtick, and the altar 
of perfumes; to. ſignify that the ſovereign means to 
bring our ſouls to 


Euchariſt; joined with devout prayer; and the lights 


and graces of the Spirit of God, ſignified by the ſeven 


branches of the golden candleſtick, _ 
.- Conſider 3dly, that the tree io 
midſt of the earthly Paradiſe, 
figure of the bleſſed ſacrament. 


„and to introduce us within the 
veil, into his eternal ſanctuary, would be Re 1H 
uſe of the bread of life, which we have in the bleſſed 8 


life, planted in the 
en. ii. 9, was alſo a 
The fruit of this tres 
had that excellent property, that if fin had not baniſſi- 
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ed: us from that happy abode, we ſhould have been main Tl 
fained thereby in a conſtant , vigour, ſtrength and. al 
health; and ſo. ſhould have never died. O how well 


does the bleſſed Euchariſt anſwer this noble figute! 5 y 
Seeing, we here feed upon life itſelf, in it's very 3% 
ſource ; and by frequently and worthily approaching E. .* 
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the*miitita bas of the Kul rength, and TN LL of 
the ſoul; that lo we may never incur the- ſecond 
death'; but paſs. from life to life; from the life 
of + grade, to the life of glory; from life concealed under 
ſacramental veils, to life ſeen. and KOjoYad, without 
fhadow or change, for all eternity. 

Conclude, from all theſe ancient woes and figures, 
ſw noble, and ſo expreſſive of the blefied Euchariſt, and 
its fruits, to. raiſe thy thoughts and heart above this 
earth, and all that is earthly, in the uſe of this 
heavenly ſacrament. And aſſure thyſelf, that this di- 
une myfſtery, ſo many ways prefigured, both in the 
S law of nature, and in the law of Maſes, muſt w_— 
| be As far fuperior to all types and n 


Corpus-C brifti day. 


yr 


1 | ud 1 the inſtitution of the bleſſed ue 7 
| | If 
þ | 0 ONSIDER firſt, how-our Lord, thavi + 


39 5 courſe of his mortal life, when his Baur . * 
ns come that he ſbowd paſs out of this world t9 the m 
1 Faiths having loved his own who were in the tvorld, W 
# ſays the beloved diſciple, Fohn xiii. 1, he loved them he 
unte the end: and gave them, in the laſt ſtage of, his 
life, the moſt evident tokens of his Donnie, love: 4. 
as 'well in What he endured, out of pure. love for ll + 
us, in his 'paſſion and death; as in the inſtitution of in 
the euchariſtick ſacrifice and ſacrament, at his. laſt nd 
| ſupper, as an admirable legacy of love: in W ich, I 
and by which, he might not only be aftvays 101 hi 
l to the end g the world ; but might alſo unite, ive bus . 31 
to us, in ſuch a manner, as — we ſhould abi he 
4 him, and he in ut. John vi. 57. O bow v ae. he 
ar hne ways of his divine love How incomprehen m 
bie the 5 of his bounty and goodneſs to ug, 
il what could he give us more, than when be. gives s v 
per 4 Wigs maple he do more to h a affen st. 
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Ra Don n He T. is Y 
dn #37" ws J E t Polfibls' hy foul, "we auld even 
for et, or be © tefuls 7 S erf, „ as 
onder Adly, the infinite treaſures, which, oy 
Lord has bequeathed to us, in the inſtitution of Hol 
divine myſteries: which contain an inexhauftible {e 
of divine grace ; the living bread, the food, the 
ment, .the ſtrength, 
manha of heaven; the tree of life ; ſpirit, truth, and 
life itſelf: the remedy of all our evils; the moſt 
powerful medioine for all our diſeaſes; the ſovereign 
antidote againſt the poiſon of the infernal _ ſers 
pent ; the comfort of our baniſhment ; the ſupport 
of our pilgrimage; the price of our ravſom:; the ears! 
neſt of our eternal falvation ; the great ſacrifice. and. 
victim of the New Teſtament : by means of which we 
e enabled to give worthy praiſe, adoration, and ho- 
mage, to God; to return him acceptable thanks; and 
to apply daily to our ſouls all the fruit of the death 
and paſſion of the Son of God; as well for the remiſ- 


ſion of all our ſins; as for tle: obtaining, of all orb, a 


through him, both for time and eternity. 
word, he has e ee 
myſteries, his own ſacred body and blood, together. 
with his foul and divinity ; fo rich A preſent, that 
heaven can give nothing greater. 

Confider 3dly, what could be the Woche, that in⸗ 


duced: our Lord to communicate himſelf, and all His . + 4 


treafures, to us, in this wonderful manner, by the 
1 ion of che bleſſed, Eucharit ! O my ſoul it was... 

her but his own pure goodneſs and love. It was 
tate h 
his Helig ist be toith the children 
he might abide in us, and we in him. O "who eve 
heat of fuch Wer 25 this! But what didſt thou fee in 


Mes 2a love? In me a poor worm of the each ; 2 1 
wit it infinitely worſe, a 


meſt un grateful ked a 
finer; *a* ttaitor to thee, 1 to thy Father, 400 0 8 


dale lo often 3 thee by my repeated crimes ? 
O 


and the liſe of bur all the 


N this means he might be always with us; 8 | 


men, Prov. vii. 
31. It was that he might unite us to himſelf, "thi ; 5 
Nac . 


6; deareſt Lord, tbat could claim thy love, ang, 17 1 
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G heaveris be aftoniſht at this prodigy of my 
Savio $ bounty and love for me; and of my wicked · 
neſs and ingratitude, in not making him a better return 
O my ſoul, let us begin now at leaſt to be wholly his: 
let let nothing henceforward be capable . een us 
y more from this divine lover. 

| ide to be ever thankful for this ncpeaiable bis 
1 of the inſtitution of the bleſſed ſacrament, and ſa- 
crifice of the altar. Join now with the church, in ce- 
lebrating this octave, with an extraordinary devotion, i in 
e lt of thy Saviour's goodneſs and love, 
which he has ſhewn to us in theſe myſteries : and-make 
the beſt amends thou art able, by thy diligence in this 
devotion, for the many affronts, abuſes and ſacrileges, to 
of the thy Saviour has here expoſed himfelf, for Foie love 
0 thee. 


Friday within the Octave of ow 
ns $i Chriſti. | 

"On the myſteries contained in the bleſſed Euchar. 
CONSIDER firſt, that all the ſacraments are ſa- 


cred and myſterious ſigns of divine graces, and of 


heayenly truths, which lie concealed under theſe out- 


| ward appearances, and, through them, are ' conveyed to 


our ſouls, But that the bleſſed Eucharift in particular, 
| 4 as it is the preateſt of all the ſacraments, contains, more 

. and greater myſteries, than any of the reſt. Hereo af ord 
gives himſelf to us in quality of our food : that, as fin 
' and death, and all our miſeries, came to us originally, 
| e of the forbidden fruit; ſo grace and life, and 
| I 


out good, ſhould come to us, by eating herd of the 


fruit of the tree of life, which he has ary Ee to 
eat. And he gives himſelf to us, under the form: of 
Bread, as being a form the moſt expreflive to us, both of 
his real and his myſtical body. He is the living bread 
UF Tohich came down from heaven, for the life of the ward, 

| John vi. 51, 52. And his > body has all 9 F 
| *> Þrea 
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0. in a weh manner, een to us, and al the 
myſteries of our redemption are ſolemnly celebrated? 
inaſmuch as, by the ſeparate conſecration of the brezd 
and wine into the body, and blood of Chriff, the true 
Lamb of God, who takes away the ſins * the world,. 
preſents himſelf to his Father, u 7 our altars, under «th x 
figure of death, that i 15 under” 5 2 n e | 
ich-repreſent his as delivered up, bre 
Mey 3 and his look as ſhed for 13. 00 oy 1 | 
the whale paſſion and death of Chriſt, is Jamnly 2985 
uA moſt ſacred tragedy, by himſelf. ia perſon % 20 
that death, which is the fountain of all Sur 
ſhewed forth in ſuch manner as not only to be 85 up 
in out remembrance, but alſo to live in us, and briy 
forth always in us the fruit of life : here the blood of 
Chriſt, moſt, powerfully pleads and interceeds for, us, | 
Here, in: fine, not. only the paiſten- and death, ms alle 1 
the victarious reſurrection, and triumphant aſcenſt 44 
guz crucified king, are ſolemnly commemorated. 8 + 
\my;ſoul, admire and adore theſe divine i eries 
Gonlidet 3dly, that the participation of the bc 
blood of Chriſt, under the ſacramental veils, is ho 5 
myſterious, in the many benefits it enſures to us, WI 
re W redemption 10 ſalvation. | F. others g We 
MW C Ave ive 


"Mt vir _ oh ehr 


e aſſurance of the' fare we have ir our Re. 
deemer, and in the ſacrifice of his croſs, Here we ae 
4 ſticaly incorporated in him, and ate made partakers 

is Spirit. Here we are admitted to that blood, which 
bo the ſeal of the new covenant ; importing the er 
oll of our fins, and our reconciliation with God, throup 
the death of his Son; together with an adimifiahes 7 A 
all g graces and bleſſings through him. Here in fine, we 
hide à moſt certain pledge of a happy reſurrection, and 
everlaſting life, and of an eternal enjayment, in our 
bleſſed country, "of him, who thus lovingly gives himſelf 
tous, in this place of baniſhment. - 

Conclude ever to approach, with all reverence an 
58, 0 theſe myſteries ſo full of majeſty and love. The 
High prieſt, in the old teſtament, was but once à year to 
fler into the inward ſanctuary, called the Holy of holies, 
and then not without diverſe purifications and facri- 
fices, and a ſolemn faſt of all Iſrael: See then, how pure, 
How holy, thou oughteft to be; who art ſo often ad- 

mitted, by the means of this heavenly ſacrament; into 
the ſanctu Kuary of the New Teſtament; that is, to: theſe 
"divihe' myſteries, ſanctified by the preſence of -Jefus 
*Chrifſt himſelf, the true Hely of holies, of n on 
Jewiſh lanctunry was but a dow. IH 


Saturd: ay within the Octave ip 2 

eee en bnecboo! 

197 the _ preſence of Jeſus Chriſt in the Viſed 
Euchariſt. 


Fa 0 N 8 IDE R firſt, that what, above! all i, 
A, renders theſe divine myſteries venerable to a Chri 
tian; and that which ptincipally calls for his fulthiand 
devotion, is the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt; true God, 
"and true man, and of all that he contains, doth as God, 
and 5s man, in the bleſſed Euchariſt. This ren! — 

hi ſence we learn from the expreſs words of*truth'itfelf;'fo 
|} often repeated in the Holy Scripture; and from the ex- 
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every. Day in the Nor. 2399 
preſs declaration of the church of God, againſt which I 
the gates of hell can never prevail. Upon thels,tw 
pillars of truth, the word of God, and the church. 
God, the humble and faithful Chriſtian ſecurely reſts. 
Bow thyſelf down then, my ſoul, to adore this ſacred 
truth. Let no proud thought of oppoſition ariſe in thee 
againſt this great myſtery, Captivate thy underſtanding 
to the obedience of faith. Remember that the glory 
and merit of faith is to believe what thou canſt not ſee ; 
that the Almighty can do infinitely more than thou canft 
comprehend :- and that no effort of mercy, bounty, and 
love, can be too great for him who has died for love. 
Conſider adly, how many ways this Lord of ours, 
| who is both our Creator and our Redeemer, ,commur 
| nicates himſelf ta us. He came don from beayen, 
and took our fleſh and blood, in order to make us par- 
takers of his divinity, and to carry us up to heaven. He 
offered up that fefh and blood upon, the croſs, as a ſa- 
criſiqe for us, to deliver us from ſin and hell, and to 
purchaſe mercy, R ſalvation for, us. . 
gives us here verily and indeed the ſame fleſh and h 
comfort, 


a 


to be our food, e an rt, in our pilgrimage, 
till he brings us, by the virtue of that food, to our true 
country, where he will give himſelf to us, for all eterni- 
ty. Thus, in his incarnation and birth, he made him- 
ſelf ur companion; in his paſſion and death, the price 
of dur ranſom: in the banquet of his laſt ſupper, aur 
tood and nouriſhment ; and, in his heavenly kingdom, 
our eternal reward. O my foul, what return ſhall we 
be able to make him, for giving himſelf fo many ways 
to us. Alas! dear Lord, we have nothing, to give but 
what is thine already: we have nothing to give that is 
s, worthy of thee, But be pleaſed N of all that 4 
aut) paverty.can afford: and let this whole being of ä 
ad ours ba forever dedicated to thy love, as a whole bo 1 
d, oſferiag, to lie always upon thy altar, there burning and 
d, conſuming with that divine fire, which thou cameſt to 
r caſt upon the earth ; and whieh thou ſo much deſiredſt 
ſhould be enk indled. 10K 5 . | | | Kr 14 i 
* 91} (001 U T1 4 8 2 168 i 65 . 
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= + Conldderidgdly what ought to be our ſentiments, in 
roming'to tkeſe-divine- myſteries, in eonſequence of or 
dich of the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and 
our God; in this bleſſed ſacrament. O] What reveren- 
tial ae ought we to bring with us, when we draw near 
to ſo tremendous a Majeſty; in whoſe fight the whole 
creation is a mere nothing? What fear and dread; when 
we enter into his ſanctuary, who is infinitely pure and 
boly; who fees all our guilt, and cannot endure ini- 
quity? What ſentiments of humility, when we reflect 
What he is, and what we are? What forrow and con- 
trition / ſor all our paſt treaſons and offences againf 
his infinite goodneſs? What ſentiments of gratitude for 
Eis piving us here his own ſelf, in this wonderful men. 
rer? What defircs ef returning him love for love? O. 
How would a Chriſtian be affected, if he viſibly and e- 8 
vidently ſaw his God before him; in his approaching 
to this bleſted ſacrament ! A lively faith, which appre- all 
hends things - inviſible, as if they were viſible, would I an 
produce the like affections. O] give us, ſweet Jeſus, qu 
this lively faith. he 
Conclude ever to admire and adore the incomprehen- hie 
able ways by which God is pleaſed to communicate rel 
himſelf to us. Reſolve to correſpond, in the beſt manner I the 
are able, with the riches of his bounty and good- the 
nefs, by approaching to theſe divine myſteries wen faith, p< 
with fear, and with love. ou 
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On Chriſt $ inviting us ta this Deaveny banquet: | in; 
160, 414477 eo 

C ONSID E R firſt, thoſe words of the a ef 0 
Wt this day's Goſpel. '4 certain man made a great fup- the 
| per; andinvited many, Luke xiv. 16. And reflec how I 
dur Lord has indeed prepared a great banquet for us; in Nord 
the inſtitution of the bleſſed ſacrament; and has in- inst 
Vvited us all to it. C Fog banquet, ſays the church iH I 4! 


2vilc * + be the 


every Day in the Nan 
the anthem, uſed during this octave, in which Chrift is 
received; the memory of his paſſion is kept up; the ſori is 
filled with grace; and a pledge is given: us of the glory to 
come A happy (banquet, in which we feed upon tho 
bread, of heaven, and drink at the very ſource of the: 
fountain of life. To this heavenly banquet, the Son of 
God. invites all the faithful, in the moſt loving manners 
Come to me, ſays he, all you that labour, and are burdened, 
and Iwill refreſh you, St. Matt. xi. 28. Ah! Chriſti- 
ans, we all labour, and lie under many and very heavy 
burthens, from the ſins and miſeries, to which we are 
expoſed, during our mortal pilgrimage: and, in this hea- 
venly banquet, we come to Chriſt, to be refreſned, nou- 
riſned, and ſtrengthened by him. O ſweet invitation! 
O happy call to the fource of grace here, and of Endleſs 
glory hereafter | * ear old 

Conſider 2dly, how. much our Lord-is offended, by 
all ſuch as refuſe to correſpond to his loving invitation; 
and to come to his banquet. He has prepared this ban- 
que „ out of pure love, that we may ſraſt th him, and 
he with us. He deſires, out of pure love, to impart 
himſelf, and all his goods to us: and therefore, jultly 
reſents his love being ſlighted by us; and our preferring 
the farm, the oxen, the wife, in a word, the world, and 


the things of the world, before him, and his banquet. 


Chriſtians, if you have any love for Chriſt, ſurely you 4 


muſt be deſirous of going to him, and entertaining yours 
(elves with him, in this great banquet of love. Love 

tends to union: and here it is that you are to be in ſo 
perfect a manner united to him, as fo abide in him, and 
live by im. If you have any love for yourſelves, and 
tor your own ſouls, you muſt gladly go to this banquet,, 
in which you find all your good, and all that can make: 
you truly happy, both here and hereafter. a 

Conſider 3dly, that, in ſtaying away from Chtiſt, f: 
the bleſſed ſacrament, we do not only neglect his inv tz 
tation, and ſlight his love; but alſo break through his: 
ordinance, and violate his commandment. The very: 
inſtitution of theſe heavenly myfteries, to be the ſupport 
a qur, ſpiritual life, for the time of our mortality, im 
5405 A plies 
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G cmmandment, for us to approach tohent and 
make uſè of them. Wo ſhould be guilty of ſelf- 
urther; if we ſuffered the body parity by: refuſing 
do take chat food, which God — appointed! fon its ſuſ- 
tenanee: and are we not equally! guilty of murtheting 
„ur ſouls, if we ſuffer them to ſtarve, for want of the 
10; 068 and fuſtenance which our Lord has al'otted them 
Jun this life- giving banquet ? Truth itſelf aſſures us, St. 
1 5 Vi. 54. that, without this heavenly food, wwe have 
no hife in us as then we are moſt ſtrictiy bound to 
maintain the life of our ſouls, we are moſt: ſtrictly 
pound 10 uſe this food of life: and tis no leſs certain 
death to ſtay away from this bleſſed ne een it 

i to'come to it unworthi . 5 
Conclude my ſoul, to correſpond Yiwu waar with 
I* loving invitation 'of thy dear Redeemer, by a fre- 
© qdent and worthy communion. Remember that the 
bleſſed facrament is named eur daily bread, in, that 
pra yer, 57 our Lord himſelf has — us. O 


Be 


1500 h y bould we be, if we lived in ſuch purity 


| > Oe be ant as to be worthy to be dathyradmitted, 
ke hs prirnitive Chriſtians, to this Bread of heaven. 

O let us do our beſt, ſo to live, ſo to behave, in every 
A kelpect, that we may at leaſt very oſten approach to 
?* this Gra) _ and there "ont eurſelves. with 
N: Jelus Chriit! | 
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url Monday within the Odave «of Gor 
we "pus Chriſt, 
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2 0. ths excellent fruits of this 4 e 
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worthy receiver is made partaker of divine, grace, 
7 ich i conveyed into the ſoul - thro' thols he yenly 
channels: but the ſacrament of the Fache has 

n this advantage, above all the reſt, that it imparts to en 


7 Hd giving us. Jeſus Chrill * the Auer a) 
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=o ONSIDER firſt,. that, in all the ſacraments, the 


Wy the very fource itſelf, from which all graces, flow, u- 
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fection of a Chriſtian liſ e. 
Caonſider adly, that this heavenly ſacrament not only 
feeds, nouriſhes, and ſtrengthens the ſoul, in. order to f 


bringing us to the life of glory hereafter ;. but allo tends, 4 


he means of our natural heat and Ggeſtine, e 
int our corporal ſubſtance : but this)ſpixicua}, 


dy us into itfelf. \Chiitt is the food of-them that arę gr 70 
1 pe Hürth St Auguſtine 1 grow. thou up, and; thay, ha Ny 7 
4 ae wut then ſhalt not chalge bim into tel 
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that gives us force againſt all temptations; that weak- 


ens our paſſions, and concupiſcences; that enables us 
to grow daily in virtue, and to rum forward in the way Wi 


of all the divine commandments ; till we, arrive; at the 4 
mountain of God; that is, at the very top of the. rs . 
1 * ” * | 


the maintaining in us the life of grace here, and the 


in a particular manner, to unite us by a uni of love, 
with our ſovereign good; and to transform us into 
Chriſt himſelf. He that eateth my fleſb, faith our Lord, 
John vi. 57, 58, and drinketh my blood, abideth in me; 1 
ond I in bim. As the living Father hath ſent me, and 


live by the Father : fo he that eateth me, the ſame «/q 3 
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full Hide iy me. The corporal food which we take, 
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hot changed into us; but, by its, heavenly heat, changes 
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bn al be changed into bim. Our Cod i a; gen- 


| ſuming-fire, ſays the Apoſtle, Hebr. xii. 29. Fire bas fr 
| power of transforming all things into itielf, by com- * 
| municating its nature and properties to all ſuch things as. ſe 
it lays hold on: ho much more ſhall this bright flame, g 
| | which communicates itſelf to us by the ſacred myſ- th 
1 ſet our ſouls on fire with divine love, and change 
to our beloved?) 
nſider 3dly, that the beſt diſpoſition oe this kagpy 7 


mat, and bleſſed union of love; is to ap- 
ch to this divine ſacrament, with an entire reſigna- 
| tion of ourſelves, and of our whole being, into the hands 0 
of him, whom we are going to receive. As I wil- 
lin ly offered myſelf to God my Father for thy ſins, 
faith the Beloved, (1. iv. c. 8. O the following of Chriſt) 
s with my hands ſtretched out upon the eroſs, and m 
body naked, fo that nothing, remained in me whic 
was not turned into a facrifice, to ap ſe the divine th 
„ wrath : even ſo muſt thou willingly — — thyſelf daily in 
to me in the maſs (and communion) together with all 
e thy; powers and affections, as heartily as ; thou art able, of 
for a pure and holy oblation. What do I require 
more of thee, than that thou endeavour to reſign thy- 
[+ ſelf entirely to me? Whatſoever thou giveſt, beſides + 
% $ thyſel, 1 mall not regard; for! "ip thy gift, bur 
« thyſelf. As it would not ſuffice thee, if thou hadſt 
all things but me; * neither can it pleaſe me, What- 
Lever thou giveſt, as long as thou offereſt. not thyſelf. E 
£ Offer thyielf to me, and give thy whole ſelf for * fa 
L and thy offering will be accepted. Behold I offered A 
© my; whole elf to to the Father for thee, and have given de 
my, whole body and blood for thy food; that I might. . 
| be all thine, and thou mightſt be always mine : but if 
7 thou wilt ſtand upon thyſelf, and wilt not offer hy- ſc 
Feet freely to my will, thy offering is not perfect; 7 94 
; will there be an entire union between us. My ſen- 
tence ſtands firm: Except a man geve up all, be * — ſe 
F n diſciple, If there jore thou deſireſt to be my dic. 
Fee n n fections.", I h. 
| nobSided beuge = ä T vd e 
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Contec Pee ch for all, if thou hopeſt to reliſn do d 
fruits of this heavenly ſacrament; that is, to give thy 1 
whole ſelf, without reſerve, to him that gives his whole ©} 
ſelf to thee. Let this oblation of thyſelf to God, over ; 
go before, accompany, and follow bond commupigyes 1 
there can be no Ketter devotion.” 42", r 
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Tueſday within th Octave 7 be 1 
On 'he di N we ought to | bring to the web | [+ 


communion. A A 


ON SIDER firſt, thoſe la of St. paul, „ 1 
1 Cor. xi. 28, Let a man frove himſelf, that is, 50 
Jet him try, and examine himſelf, by looking well into Wl 
the ſtate of his conſcience, and ſetting all right in his 
interiour, and fo cat ef that bread, &c. leſt otherwiſe _ Ei & 
approaching to it unworthily, he make himſelf guilty "| 
of the body and of the bloed of the Lord, v. 27: and re- 4 | 
ceive his own judgment and condemnation, 1 diſcern- 
ing the body of the Lord, v. 29. ſo that the firſt, and moſt "2 
eſſential, diſpoſition to a worthy communion, is purity 
of conſcience, at leaſt from al mortal fin. Whoſo- 
ever preſumes to approach to purity itſelt, in theſe a- 
cred myſteries, muſt be clean and pure. Sankta Stnttit. 1 15 
Hol y things are for them that are holy. God will 7 * 
ſandiified in them that approach ts him, Levit. At 5 
And will execute juſtice and judgment on them, 11 1 
defiſe and profane his ſanctuary, by entering in thither, 1 ] 
and receiving the Holy o bolies, with a foul poljuted | 5 
with wilful fin.” Good od, keep me from being ever | Ki 
ſo reliferable ! - * 
Conſider 2dly; how great is the gult of commu, \ 
nion, made without this qiſpoſition of purity of co 
ſcietice. Tis a moſt grievous facrilege, by profan 
ing the moſt holy of all the ſacraments. Tis a a 
— injury and affront offered to cur Lord himſelf 5 ; 
in * on, by bringing him into a pol:uted habitation. fl % 


e Miz TT A TUN 5 7% | 
ol under the guilt of mortal fin is poſſeſſed by devilz: v 


the 'enworthy communicant, therefore, introduces the I 
Lord of glory into a den of unclean ſpirits, He imitates v 
the treaſon of Judas, by bettaying him, as much as ti 


tyes in him, to his enemies. He lays violent hands 0 
on out Lord, like the Jews; and, like them, is guilty 
of the body and blood of Chriſt, We ſhould have a 
horrbur" of the wretch, who, by, wilful. murder, ad = 7 
been guilty of innocent blood; though it were but of 
the meaneſt perſon living : what then ought we to 
think of ourſelves, if, by an unworthy communion, we 
mould be guilty of the blood of the Son of God him- 
ſelf? Would not ſuch a etime as this cry to heaven 
for vengeance ? Would it not very much darken the 
underſtanding; and harden the heart? Would it not 
put the foul even in the broad road of final impeni- 
tance ? It would be, according to the Apoſtte, receiv- 
ing judgment, that is, damnatibn, to owrſdves, Ah 
what penance, what floods of tears, would be required, 
to-expiate fo great a guillt. 
: : Conſider''2dty, that a foul, which apprbaches to the 
| Holy of holies, in theſe ſacred myſteries, ought not to 
content hetſelf, with only aiming at being pure from 
mortal fin; and, for that end, preparing herſelf by 
contrition and confeſſion : but, ought alſo, as much 
{ as” poſſible, to purify herſelf from all affections to ve- 
nial fins; and all habits of any ſuch fins ; which, when 
fally- delibetate; do a deal of miſchief to the ſou}, and 
in particular, hinder her very much, from being ſenſi · 
ble of the heavenly ſweetneſs, and excellent fruits of this 
divine ſacrament. Ah! Chriſtians, could we but ſee theſe 
ſpots, thoſe ſtains, thoſe filthy ſcabs, that ſcurf, chat 
proſy, which theſe habits of lies of excuſe, of anger, 
we ork atience, of vanity, of curioſity,” of "indulging 
our ſenſuality in eating, drinking, Ge. — 
the foul'? we ſhould be ſenſible, how unfit they make 
us, for the embraces of this, our heavenly ſpouſe, who 
I braut iful above the fors of men, Pl. xliv. 3. 
| 22Conclude' ever to look to the ſtate of thy confrience 
10. when 
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when ever tho art preparing thy ſoul, fon Jeſus Chtiſſ. 
Let thy intention alſo be pure g by having no ther 
view, in thy communion, but his glory, and thy falva+4 
tion: and thy affections pure from all inordinate los 
of creatures; when thou preſenteſt thyſelf, at his table: 
el. 0 Wee eee J 1470 60 
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0 Aol, before communion. 0 1 
NSIDER firſt, that the ſoul, which deſires to 
prepare a fit lodging for Jeſus Chriſt, whom ſhe 
is to receive in the. bleſſed ſacrament, muſt not oni 
drive out Satan from her; and rid her inward houfs 
of the dirt and filth of ſin: but muſt alſo procure the 
proper ornaments and furniture of virtue and devotion, ⁵ 
to deck out herſelf, and ber lodging; that it may hs 
agreeable to the great king, that comes to viſit her. I 
The- work: -is great, faid David, 1 Faralip. xxix. 1, 
For a houfe i is preparing, not for man, but for Cod. yd 
rather, in our caſe, for him, that is both God and mad, 
The ground - work of this preparation, muſt be a lively. 
faith; and à ſerious conſideration. of the work we 
ate about 3 who it is that we are to receive; how great 
and glotious, how pure and boly, Scr And who we 
are, that are going to receive him; how.wretched, and 
unworthy? This conſideration. muſt be accompanied; *W 
or followed, with earneſt prayer, to beg of this — 0 
Majeſty, that, ſince be knows our great poverty, and 
inability to prepare bim 'a fit lodging; be (himſelf 
would as one for himſelf ;: by ſending beſore-band | 8 *. 
Cray and virtues, and that fervour, of dation. W 

b-may fit our ſouls for him. % 
nfider - 2dly, that the devotion, which we ought 4 
So bring with us to this bleſſed facrament, . conſiſts, in 
the firſt place, in a moſt profound humility, and auuful 1 
enge, for theſe tremendous myſteries, x4 
yiithe .reati preſence. of, Jeſus Chad hell, aha Ld 15 
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7272 ay d the fountain of all ſanctity. O! how 
annihilate ourſelves' in the ſight of this 
Jaw. 140 15 maker, of heaven and earth How 
ought 8 to fear and tremble, in conſideration of our 
ani d tteaſons againſt him, and our baſe unworthi- 
neßs! With what profound reverenee ought we to ap- 
;proach to the Holy of holies, who lies here concealed 
under theſe ſacra ena veils ! But then, left this fear 
and reverence; ſhould go ſo far, as to drive us away 
from this fountain of life; ; it muſt be qualified, with an 
humble confidence in the infinite goodneſs and mercy 
of him, who invites us to come; and who“ is ever 
ready to receive, with open arms, his prodigal children, 
when they leave the huſks of the ſwine, and return to 
him, with a true ſenſe of their unworthineſs. O 

bleſſed be his holy name for evermore! 

; Conſider 3dly, that as nothing but pure love, brings 
our Lord to us, in this divine ſacrament ; ſo the devotion 
he principally expects of us, when we approach to him, 


ſacred myſteries, we ſhall find that all things here 


ſecrate vur whole heare, with all its affections, to this 
moſt lovely, and moſt loving Lord. His death and 
paſſion, endured for the love of us, which we here 
commemorate z/ an incomprehenſible myſtery of love, 
which will aſton : ſu men and Angels to all eternity: 
the wonders he has wrought in this heavenly: ſacra- 
ment, that he might make himſelf our food, and unite 
us to himſelf : the ineſtimable treaſures he here im- 
parts to us; the pledge he here gives us of our redemp- 
tion, and of our everlaſting ſalvation; all concut to 
ſhew forth his love for us; and to claim a return of 
Hour whole heart. O my ſoul, can we ſee ſo much 
love on his part; and not be inflamed with a deſire 
of loving him with all our power ? Can we remain 
cold, when we approach to ſo great a fire? Remember 
thou art going to thy ſovereign good; to the ſource 
of all grace; to the fountain of life: go then with a 
| Ranger" ant 1 with an affine deſire, to ibn gen 
ls ft (oi Mi ' banguh! 
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is a return of love, Which ever way we conſider theſe 


call for our love; and indiſpenſably oblige us to con- 
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danquet of — — ige thou Art to, fe ed ol. | 
lover himſelf; and he will: N 70 fl thee | 
that 4 15 good-— „ 

Conclude to n thyſelf always. boſe! com> | 
munion, in acts oſ faith, reverence, and humi 22 51 
acts of hope and confidence ia thy Saviour, ; in acts 
divine love, and in ardent deſires alter bim, accom . 
with a glateful remembrance of the love he has ſhewed 
thee, in dying for thee; and in here giving himſelf to 
thee: and the more thou bringeſt with thee. of biel 3 
preparation and devotion, which enlarges as it were |; 
the veſſel. of thy heart, the more plentifully wilt thou 
ef ie ne. wateis * tes grace ftom this fountain . 
afp life c 4: rs, 1 inde (fs e ET > 4 + 
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: #191 05 devotion after cen ſtu. 1 Ala 1 
WYONSIDER firſt, that, as the b men 
berſelf, to go to receive Jeſus Chriſt, by proper 
Jeter before communion ; fo ſhe N alſo take 1 
care to entertain him in a proper manner, after ſne 
has rect ived him; and to make good uſe of that favou- 
rable time, (moſt happy to her above all times, if well lf 
employed) duting which, ſhe has him really preſent 
with het, both in his divitie; and human, nature; that 
is, both as God and man. It would be a groſs affront, 
after being favoured with a viſit of the King of heaven, 
deſtring to feaſt himſelf with us, and bringing all bis 
treaſures with him, to enrich our ſouls; if we ſhould 
tutn our backs immediately upon him, and take no 
farther notice of him. I Fig very meaneſt of our 
friends would have reaſon to reſent ſo contemptuaus 
an uſage; how much more ſo great a Lord ? See my 
ſoulh if the licelẽ Fare thou baſt taken, to manage, to the 
beſtadvaritage, thoſe happy minutes in which thou haſt # 
Te 8 with thee, by a proper devotion after 
91.1 H h com- 50 


c 


Dee Muxbitariohs for. 
eommunion, bo not the true cauſe Why thou haſt 
reaped ſo little fruit from thy repeated communions; 
which otherwiſe might long ſince have n arg 2 
Saint. O repent and amend! ! d ; 
Conſider adly, what this dhvatiows is, b dicg 
we are to entertain our Lord after receiving bim. 
Firſt, we ate to welcome bim, by faith, hope, and 
love: dy a lively faith of all his myſteries; but, in 
particular, that we have here really with us, in this 
bleſſed ſacrament, him who is our Maker, and our Re- 
deemer ; infinite in majeſty, and infinite in mercy; 
and who brings with him all the treaſures of heaven 
to enrich us: by a firm hope, that he will now, by 
this blood of the covenant, take full poſſeſſion of our 
ſouls, and make them his, both for time, and eternity: 
by an ardent love, aſpiting with all our power and 
affectiogs to an eternal union with our beloved; whom 
we here receive: I have found him whom my ſoul. 
3 I will hold him faſt, and will never let him 
Ia the next place, we ought to caſt ourſelves: 
| ak at his feet, and to pay him the beſt homage and 
E adoration we are capable of; bringing all the powers 
of our ſoul before him, and obliging them all to bow 
down to him, and worſhip him. But as all this 
ought to be accompanied with a lively ſenſe of our 
unworthineſs and fins; we muſt alſo take this = 
poftuffty-of making an humble confeſſion, like" 
Jaadene, of aft our treaſons, at his feet, craving: 4 
mercy for what is paſt, and the grace of a change bf, 
heart, and life, for the time to come. 


muſt, for ſome time following her communion, »keep 
N Cloſe to our Lord; and give ſpace for his grade topene- 
trate more and more into her interiour, and to bring 
forth there its proper fruit. For this end, ſhe muſt 
entertain him with praiſe and thankſgiving ; inviting 
all heaven and earth, all Angels and Saints, together 
witch the whole creation, to join with her in his praiſes; 
ans ſhing ſhe had the hearts and tongues of all his 
creatures, that ſhe might cmploy them all in loving and 
2 glori- 


; #0 


Conſider gal, that, after theſe firſt homages, the doul | 
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all that ſhe has, without reſerve; into his hands ;-thas, * 
| ſhe may be forever his; and that her whole being max 


every Day in the dv. 977 
glorifying him, in return for all the wonders. of his los 
and goodneſs to her. She muſt alſo offer herſelf, and 


be made as a holocauſt, or whole burnt: offer ing, to 
evaporate to his glory. In fine; ſhe muſt remembertbaꝶ. 
ſbe is now before the throne: of grace; and that ther 
Lord, whom ſhe has with her, carries about with bias“ 
all the treaſures of divine grace: and therefore, ſhe W 
muſt lay before him all her wants, and ſpiritual neceſ- ol 
ſities; and beg of him, by this opportunity, plentiful, 
ſupplies u . both ſor — and for the b, 1 
church. 27119 3 4 
- Cobeluds 0 my dul, to entertain thy Saviour ins; * 
this manner, as often as thou ſhalt receive him in 
the divine myfteries. Take care alſo to be more than 
ordinarily recollected, on the whole day following thy: - i 
communion; and to keep a great guard upon thyſelt ;,, 
— 2 who knows what à treaſutre thou haſt; 8 
therefore moſt buſy: about thee, ong 

this — in hopes of robbing thee of it ; ſhould,', 
fling ſome ſtumbling · block in thy way, to make thee fall 
into ſin, either by paſſion, or concupiſcence; that ſo, # 
by this means, he may drive h any Fong: bo thts) | | 
r depend ie 


N. B. Dur as often as the Octave of Corpus-Chrifti. | . 
Tae fall before the thirteenth day ef the month . f 
June 3 the meditations that ſhall then be wanting in 
thrs Place, are to be taken out of the number of thajſe | 
thut are marked for the month of February ; tvhich ih 
wire amitted at that time, ie give Place to the media i 
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of, He Weed Encharif\ as it is & licfiickt. 
(ONS! DER firſt, that the bleſſed Euchariſt! is 
not only à farrament, in which we receive the body 
and blood of Chriſt, for the food and nouriſhment of 
our ſouls; but is alſo. a ſacrifice, in which this ſame 
body and blood of Chriſt is offered up to God, in re- 
niembiance of his death and paſſion, for the honour and 
glory of God; in thankſgiving ſor all his benefits 3 to 
obtain pardon for all our ſins; and grace in all our ne- 
ceſhties. Sacrifice is a ſoveieign act of religious wor- 
ſhip, due to God alone; inaſmuch as it teſtifies,” by 
the oblation made to him, that he is the ſovereign 
Lord of all thiags, the maſter of life and death; our 
fieſt beginning, and laſt end. Now, from the beginning 
of the world, the children of God were accuſtomed : 
to offer ſacriſices to him: and this was the: ſolemn A] 
worſhip, in which they met together, to join in paying te 
their homage, and adorat on to him. In the old lau, m 
a great variety of theſe ſacrifices was preſcribed, of 
burnt offerings, of ſin-offerings, of peace offerings," &c. 
but all theſe were but figures, and imperfect ſhadows, 
of the great ſacrifice, which was reſerved for the law 
of grace, and which we celebrate in the bleſſed Eucha: 
niſt: a ſacrifice, in which the Son of God himſelf is 
both prieſt, and victim. 3 . | 
S Conſider 2dly, that as the law of Moſes, was to 
give way to the Jaw of Chriſt, of which it -wasia 
ngure; and the prieſt-bood of the ſons of Aaron, was 
to yield to him that is @ prieff forever, according toizhe 
f at der of Melchifedech : fo all thoſe ancient ſacrifices of 
the old law, which were but figures, and ſhaduws, 
, were to make way for the new ſacrifice of Chi iſt's in- 
flitution; which is no other than that of his on 
body and blood : not as piefigured, by the fleſh and 
| blood of calves or lambs; but as exhibited in truth 
| orice in a bloody manner, on the altar of the croſs ; 
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every Day in the Year. 367 
daily to theven@ of the world, in ad Gnbloody mam 
ner, on our altars, under the forms of bread and wine; 
agreeable to the pr ieſt-hood, and. facrifice of Melchi- 
ſedech, which he 3 an wine; Gen. x. 
18. ence, in the thirty: ninth Pſalm, a in tbe 
2 Chriſt; the ſacrifice of his u ra \fub-- 2 
ttituted in the place of all thoſe ancient victims, in the 
words. | Sacrifice and ablation than. didſ not deſire; u 
thou haſt fitted a body, to me. (for ſa St. Paul reads it, 9 
Heb. x. 5.) Burnt-offering, and ſin offering, thau dia 
not require : then ſaid 1, behold I come. And this ue v a E 
ſacrifice of the Chriſtian church, this cican- oſforing, 
which ſhould be 0 red in every place, among the G ; 
tiles, is foretold; Malachi. i. 11. and there — * 
by the Lord; at the ſame time as he declares he will. 


* 


reteive no more of the Jewiſh ſacrifices, v. 10. 
Conſider 3dly, that this great ſacrifice of the Eu- 
chariſt eſſentially conſiſts in the conſecration, of the” 
bread, and wine, into the body and blood of Chriſtz. al 

and in the offering up of this ſame body, and blood, 
to God, by the miniſtery of the prieſt, as a petpetuak 
memorial of the ſacrifice of the croſs, and a contis 8 
nuation of the ſame, to the end of the world. For, i 
by the ſeparate conſecration of the bread, into the 
body of Chriſt, and of the wine, into his blood, pers Wl 
formed by the prieſt, in the name and perſon of 
Chriſt, our great high · prieſt; Chriſt Jeſus preſents himfelf 
to his Father, upon out altars, as flain for us; and his 
blood, as. ſhed for us; and, under this figure of death, 
offers up his own body and blood, to anſwer. all the 
ends and intentions, for which we ought to offer ſa- 
crifice-to God. Not as if there were any inſufficiency 
in his ſacrifice of the croſs ; by which he compleatly 
nedeemed us, and opened to us the fountain of all 
mereyz; grace, and falvation ; but that we might haves. 
in this euchariſtick ſacrifice a ſtanding memorial of our 
redemption ; a daily means of applying the fruit of jt 
to our ſouls; a daily communion one with another, by 
joining together in the folemn worſhip, of ſaccifice,z as: 
the children of God had always done, from the beg. Wh 
ore „dg dc 1611s dh M. Ne qooold = ni WAGER 
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nung and a daily meansfof uniting ourſelven, 'nithe(er 
myſteries, with our high-prieſt, and ctim; Chriſt Je- 
Tus and of coming to God, "with Ner- gd 
en. 09 wel |} ost EIN d 

Conclude to benen daily this * means of fal-. 
vation, which our Lord has prepared for us, in' the 
euchariſtiek ſactrifice: admire and adore the wondlers 
of; the power and goodneſs of God, maniſeſted to us 
therein, and reſolve to NI wah an by fab, 
n . den 
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CON SIDER ft, that the excellence, and dignity 
of. a ſacrihce, is to be eſtimated by the exce!lence 
1d dign ty of the victim, that is offered; of the prieſt, 
1 60 makes the offering ; and of the ends, for which the 


cmmend, in the higheſt degice, the ſacrifice. of ile 
9 d Euchwilt ; ; which, in Habſtance, is the ſame with 
at which the Son of Gad offered upon the croſs, be- 
cauſe both the victim is the ſame, aud the chief prieſt 
is the ſame : and both the one and the other anſwer the 
| fame ends, though in a diffetent manner. See then, 
m ſoul, and admire the excellence of this great, ſa- 
| crifice, $a % js offered on our altars: a ſacrifice in 
ich the whole paſſion and death of Jeſus Chriſt is 
a acted by himſelf in perſon; in ſuch manner 
| as. to be himſelf both the pricſt and the victim; the 
| factificer ard the ſacrifice. Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God, 
| was the great high. prieſt of God and men, whe ſo⸗ 
d lemnly offered his on body and blood upon theigraſss 
E a ſacrifice to God for all mankind : his body and blood 
Was the victim, by which we were redee med. And 
BR ſawe g creat high- prieſt of God and men, officiates 
alſo in pei fon, f in the ſacrifice of the altar; and there 
eee up the ſame victim of his body and blood toſhis 
eaten Father, in our Webel O can any chingabe 
ore 
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being were to evaporate to his glory. Secondly, he g 


every: Day in- the T v9 
more din ine than ſuch in ſacrifios, in which 2 God?" 
the | tieſt, and 4 God the victim 160 £131W Nh 1 

Candi onſider 2dly, the noble ends and intentions; for" 
which this facrifice 18 daily offered, by the Son 61 
God, in perſon, upon our altars - where” he preſents 12 
himſelf, attended by his heavenly hoſt, as the highs* 
prieſt of heaven and earth; and folemnly offers his- 6 
body, as delivered up, broken and ſlain; and his 
blood as poured out. Firſt, as a ſacrifiee of ſovereign” Br: 
adoration and homage, praiſe and glory to God on' 
high; infinitely more honoured by this worſhip, which 
he. here receives from his own. Son, myſtically dying 
on our altars ; than by all the holocauſts, and burnt 
o:fcrings, of the: patriarchs and prophets, and: all the 
homage, which all the Saints put together, either 
have, or ever could, offer to him; altho* their whol 


offers up his body and blood, as a ſacrifice of à 1 
general thankſ-gtving ; of moſt ſweet odour in 915 4 
light of God, for all his graces, bleſſings, and com- 
munications of bis goodneſs, to any of his, ee 3 
for our creation, preſervation, redemption, c. 8 
his own great glory ; for 'the whole church of 0 2 
and earth; and for all that he has done in favour of 
Chriſt (the great head of the church of heaven and 
earth) according to his human nature. Thirdly, he 
offers his body and blood, together with his whole | 1 
paſſion and death, as a ſcrikor of a general propitig- 6 fi 
tion, for the ſins of the living, and the dead, in favout 4 
of whom he repreſents to his eternal Father, the 8 
blood of the everlaſting covenant. And fourthly, he 
offers the ſame body and blood, as a facrifice of 2 | 
general ſuppliration for his whole family ; that is, for # 
his whole church, and for all its paſtors, and people; FF: 
that all graces and bleflings may be derived to choix ſt 
ſouls, from the fountains of their Saviour. O in - - J 


nite gdodneſs What treaſures haſt thou ened for 13 
in-theſe divine myſteries ! 3s N 1 | 


Conſider 3dly, that, as often as we 80 to cela2 It 
brate or alliſt at theſe ſacred myſteries, it may be Bi 


1 155 proper 
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ae 5 10 0 eee fo from heaven, to be 
c come along with our” great high- 
— 262 0 Chriſt, the Son of God; and with his 
whole church of heaven and earth; and to join in 
2 moſt ſolemn ſacrifice, that is going to de offered to 
God, for all the great ends above-mentioned.” Yes 
Chriſtians: for it is a moſt certain truth, that, in this 
divine facrifice, we preſent ourſelves at the altar of 
God, before, the throne of his mercy, with Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son at our head; and in the ſociety of his 
whole family, the whole people of God, wherever 
they are; (for this ſacrifice is offered b "Jeſus Chriſt 
in the name of them all) and that, by the hands of this 
our high-prieſt, and, with the concurrence of his 
whole church, we here offer up to God the moſt 
acceptable victim that can be preſented to his divine 
majeſty ; the moſt agreeable adoration and thankſ- 
giving, that can be offered; the moſt powerful at- 
, tonement for ſin; and the mot effectual means for 
obtaining all graces and bleſſings; by offering up the 
paſſion and death of the Son of God. 
Conclude to approach always to theſe moſt fa-. 
cred. and ſublime myſteries, with the moſt profound 
| veneration, lively faith, and ardent devotion; and 
ever. to join your intention, according to all theſe 
ends, with the principal offerer Jeſus Chriſt, 
* with his whole church. | 


June 16, 


05 the Bleſſed Euchariſt, as it is a ſacyifice of 
| adoration and praiſe. oi TH : 


JON SIDER firſt, the indiſpenſable . 
1 incumbent upon man, as a rational creature 
4 — by God, and for God, to preſent his 8 
of adoration, praiſe, and glory, to his Maker. mage 
tis reaſon, the children of God, from the beginnj 
| offered up ſacrifices to the Deity : for this reaſons "ne 
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Slot) y of God.; and to accompany .t che k ſaciifices 
offered in the teniple of God. Such was the Seal 0 
theſe ancient ſervants. of God, for paying bim the. 


and g 


ad ſach ought co be, at all times, the ſincere diſpoſition,” 
of all that believe in God, as to be 1 to adore... 
and praiſe, worſhip and ſerve, this their 
ning, and laſt end, with all their power ; and to con-*: 
ſecrate their whole being to his glory. 
if this be thy diſpoſition, ., Tf, 
Conſider, 2dly, how little is all that man can OE I 
of his own fund, even though his whole being were to 
ane to the glory of God, when compated with 
the,, infinite majeſty of God, 
adoration, which he deſerves. . 
could be made one holocauſt, or burnt- offering; 
the glory, of God; alas! it would be all no mote Mm. 
the eyes — ſo great a king, thau as if a grain of cha 
were to be burnt i in honour of . ſome earthly monarch” 
Becauſe 
faite, and that which is infinite: and 
whole creation, compared to God, is leſs than one 
grain of chaff, compared with an earthly monareh, a 
even with the whole creation. How mean then is all 
that man can offer of his own, or of any other crea- 


ture's, and how unworthy and inſufficient to be made N 


a ſacrifice of adoration and praiſe to the divine Ma- 
jeſty.? See then, my ſoul, how greatly we are obliged 
to the Son of God, hd, by the inſtitution of the 
bieſled Fucbariſt, bas furniſhed us with a 1 
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Ned re ee 
Conſider 3dly, how our Lord, expiring and dying 
upon the croſs, in obedignce. to his Father's will, of- 
fered himſelf in ſacrifice in ſuch manner, that his 


Ga pecnpdpnly in the nature of a fin · offering, or 
a facrifice | 


of propitiation for the fins of the world; 
but alſo in the nature of 4 burnt-offering, (in which 


the whole: victim is given to God without reſerve) or 


a ſacriſice of adoration, homage, praiſe; and glory. 
As then, in the bleſſed Euchariſt, Chriſt himſelf, in per- 
ſon, celebrates bis own death, and offers up the ſame 
ſacrifice, ia ſubſtance, with that which he offered ex- 


89 * 


piring upon the croſs; ſo we have here the ſame ado- 


ration, homage, praiſe, and glory, offered by Chriſt, 


as God's high-prieſt, and our bigh- prieſt, to his 


praiſe, and glory, be bas made over to us: ſo that we 

are enabled, by joining with him in | theſe ſacred 

myſteries, to offer up daily to eur God, a honnge, dad 
„% set | 
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adoration, of infinite value 


wiſgom, and goodneſs of God, maniſeſted tous in 
the inſtitution of this divine ſacriſice, by means of 
which a victim of infinite value is daily offered, and 


a million of altars, by a prieſt of infinite dignity, to 


| ſource: of all good to us. O!] let us daily and! hourly 


; myſteries; and it will not fail of being 
$ through. him, [96290 e DO ITS 


nav 


eternal Father: and this facrifice of adoration, homage, 
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Conclude wich admiration of the infinite-- power, 


will:he daily offered, to the end of the world, upon 


give ipfinite honour, and glory, to his divine Ma-. 
Jeſty; and to be, at the fame time, an inexhauſtible 


oia our adoration and praife, with that which is, in 
every place, offered by our high- prieſt, in theſe divine 
ble 
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giving.” 


C © \NSIDER firſt; that we — ind] 
bliged to return due thanks to God, for all hie 
bounties, favours, and mercies to us; and that, as theſe 
are boundleſs and infinite, he has a right to call for a re" 
turn of all the gratitude. and love we are capable of 1 
and that nothing leſs than an infinite thankſſ Cape, pore un 
be equivalent to the debt we owe him. But O 
little is all that our ſtore can afford; towards aicheing 
ſo immenſe a debt? If we ſhould even offer Manet 
whole being; and this could bea return for the great be- 
wo of our creation, by which he has given us this 
being z what ſhould we have left to give him? Or what 
return ſhould we be able to make him, for our redemp- 
tion for our preſervation, for our 1 and for fo 
many others his benefits; and above all for that eternal ”” ĩ̃ʒ⁶⁸ 
free love of his for us, which is the fource'of all theſe ' 
benefits? See then how good our God has been, in 


1 \ 
111 O18 3129 
* 


furniſhing us, by the means of the euchariſtick ſaeri-„ 


ice, with a ſtanding fund to enable us to diſcharge this ⁵⁶ 
infinite debt, and to render him a ene, wor : 


thy of him. MH 


Conſider 2dly 7 chat, as all the thankf leg ofs 1 


law of nature, andof the law of Moſes, fell infinitely ſhort © ü 


of anſwering, inaproper and ſufficientmanner, theobliga- i 
tion incumbent on mankind, of returning due thanks to 
God ; the Son of God himſelf became man, to Auel (3 
ſelf our prieſt and victim; and, in that quality, to offer up 
in our behalf a worthy ſacrifice of thankſgiving, noleſsin- 
finite, by reaſon of thedignity of his perſon, than thoſe fa- 
voursand mercies were, for which he makes this return of ⁵⁶ 
thanks. This ſacrifice of thankſgiving he offered once - ⁶ 
upon the croſs, and now offers daily in the Euchariſt, i 
upan million of altars, throughout the world: and, 
in this offering he expects that his whole family of 


heaven 


eo Wr TATTU NY 0 
heaven and earth ſhould j py 8 him; that, with him, 
and through him, N. N. Make a daily return of 
| worthy thanks, for all God's bleMngs, beſtowed upon 
both him, and them. _— m lou, thou be never 
wanting in this duty. 1 

Conf; der 3dly, = this thavkſy; ing is, that we are 
to offer up daily to God, in the LAY e of the bleſſel 
-Euchari/t ; a ſacrifice which takes its very name from 
[thankſgiving / r. We are to return thants to God for 
his on great gory, maniſeſted in all his works. 2. We 
are to thank him in particular, for the great work of 
our redemption. 3. We are to offer up to him this ſa- 
vriſice, in thankſgiving for the incarnation and birth of 
his Son; and for all the bleſſings beſtowed upon him, 
according to his human nature, for his doctrine and mi. 
racles, for his paſſion and death; for his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion; and for all that power, which is given 

bim in heaven and earth. 4. We are likewiſe to offer 
up this ſacrifice, in thankſgiving for ourſelves, and for the 
whole church, triumphant, militant, and patient; and 
for all that mercy, grace, and falvation; which has, at 
any time, been derived upon any man from the ſove. 
reign ſource of all good, through Jeſus Chriſt. See 
Chriſtians, how much we all, in general, have to thank 
God ſor; beſides the ſpecial” favours; for which each 
one in particular ſtands indebted: to the divine bounty, 
But infinite thanks be to his infinite goodneſs; Vio has 
provided for us this facrifice of infinite value; in which 
we may daily preſent ourſelves before him, in the com- 
pany of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, and make him a ſuitable 
and r offering, through him, for all his fa · 
N # 4 59811 4 
Conclude to unite daily thy ndintiong with thoſe; 
— 75 which Jeſus Chriſt daily offers this ſacrifite, upon 
all the altars throughout his church: tlie thanleſpiving 
offered by bim, and nothing leſs, will be ty ee wy 
r | 10 
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CONSHDER falt, that the Genes of hw body 
and blood of Chriſt is alſo a ſin- offering; or à fa- 
crifice of propitiation, for obtaining mercy and pardon 
for our ſms. The debt, man contracted to the divine 
juſtice by fin, was infinite; and nothing that any one 
pure man, or eyen all mankind put together, could do, or 
ſuffer, for the expiation of ſin, could bear any kind of ä 
proportion with that debt, or go any part of the way 
towards the oancelling of it: much leſs could the blood 
of oxen, or of goats, uſed in the ancient fn-offerings of 
the law, have any virtue in them to waſh away ſin. 
Therefore did the Son of God take a body and blood 
for us, to ſubſtitute this new victim in the place of thoſe 
old ones, Pſalm xxxix. This body and blood he of- 
fered in ſacrifice upon the crols, for the fins of all man- 
Kind: with this he-paid eurranfor., and compleatly - 
deemed us: this ſame he has bequeathed to us in the {a | 
crament, and in the facrifice of the bleſſed. Euchariſt; 
in Which, as our prieſt and victim, he daily appears be- 
fore his Father in our behalf; and repreſents his paſſiqn 
and death to him, to obtain the forgiveneſs of our ſins. 
Thus the ſacrifice of the Euchariſt is truly propitiatory, 
in virtue of that blood of the New Teſtament, the fruit 
of which it applies to our fouls. __ 

Conſider 2dly, what an advantage it is to our fouls, 
to have here daily celebrated amongſt us, this propitia- 
tory ſacrifices in — the Lamb that taketh away the 
ins of the world, preſents to his eternal F ather, u 
our altats, under the myſtical veils that repreſent his 
death, his body, as broken and ſlain for us, and his 


Ilood as ſhed for our ſins: and, with this body and 


Wee interceeds to obtain mercy and pardon for us. 
What ſinner can deſpair. of the forgiveneſs of his fins 
ſif, Ake * prodigal Wan * deſires to return home to 
oL, I. his 


1 £65 . Vb bfr Ar TUB on "fo 
| his true father) when he ſees Here before Him, bleeding b. 
as it were upon the altar, the victim, by whoſe blood all 2 
our ſins were cancelled? When he ſees the great high th 
prieſt of God and man, offering a ſacrifice for the re- 
miſſion of his ſins ? O let us go'tberefore with confidence 
to this throne of grace : that we may obtain mercy, and 
„nd grace in ſeaſonable aid, Heb; iv. 1656. 1 
Conſider 300 my ſoul, how much occaſion thou haſt 
for this ſacrifice of propitiation. Alas, how great is the 
debt thou oweſt to divine juſtice, for thy numberleſs 
ſins | Recount to thyſelf, O ſinner, in the preſence of thy 
God, all thy years in the bitterneſs of thy ſoul, Ii. xxxviii 
15. See how very early thou didſt incur the dread- 
ful guilt of mortal ſin ; by turning away from God, to 
follow vanity, and theredy breaking through thy baptiſ⸗ 
mialengagements ; profaning God's temple within thee ; 
affronting the Spirit of God; and treading under fact the 
plood of the Son of God! Reflect how much thy fins 
bare been multiplied, after ſo bad a beginingjere 
day; from that time to this very hour. Ah |: What bait 
thaw. offer to the Lord that is worthy ? Wherewith Halt 
1b kneel before the high God? Mich. vi. 6. Neither he- 
tocaufts nor thouſands of rams ; nor yet thy own blood, 
can expiate thy guilt. The blood of Chriſt alone can 
doit: and with this thou kneeleſt before the Moſt High, 
hen thou. aſſiſteſt at the ſacrifice of the altar; Where 
this blood is applied to thy ſoul, Neither is it appli- N cr. 
cable to thy ſoul alone; but the inexhauſtible treafures 13 
of mercy, which are laid open in theſe ſacred myſteries, 
give us a confidence to join all here in a body, with our bot 
great advocate and high prieſt at our head, and to plead mi 
for mercy, through this ſame blood, for our brethren. al 
10, both living and dead; that we may obtain forthe; 
all, the remiſſion of their ſins, and the diſcharge O all 150 
tha · debt of puniſhment due to cheir ſins. 
„Oonclude to embrace this great means of obtaining mal 
mercy. and grace, by aſſiſting daily, if it Iyes in thy po. _ 
ers at this propitiatory ſacrifice, with a contrite apf con, 
bumble heart; and making, on ee A, can- pp 
feld on of all thy ſins, at the feet of Jeſus Chriſt, who i. 071 
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CONSIDE R Kit, that the bleſſed Euchariſt Mat b 
much as it is a facrifice, does not only, in a mbſt 
perfect manner, anſwer the deſigns and intentions of tht 
burnt-offerings, Fr offerings, and fin-offerings; of thd, 
law, by being Acad up for the adoration and'praile 
the Deity, 11 thankſgiving for all his benefits, and tor, 
the — Ng of all our fins ; but alſo, with nfinke ads 
vantage, anſwers the ends of the peace-offerings of 1950 
ancients; by being offered up for obtaining all g 
45 Tn s from God, through the blood of on 
WT one can come to the Father, but by him, St. 
15 v. 6. Here we approach to God both dy hint, 
101 with him too; both as our prieſt, and as our victim. 
If yau aft the Father any thing in my name, ſaith he, $8, 
obn xvi. 2.3, he will give it you. O how wholeſome 
then muſt this facrifice of ſupplication be to all Chriſtian 
people, in which we not only aſk in te name of Jeſus 
8 bute come 4 his ſacred blood, before the throne 


et 


. Conldet how many and chat bur necellities'y are, 
both in general, and in particular; and how great the 
miſeries We are liable to; that you may ſet a greater va+ 
_, 165 on Kr never-failing ſource of all bleſſings, which 

Op ty has opened to us, in the facrifice 1 

i Wine Alas! Of ourſelves we can do nothin 
we can neither believe, hope, Tore, nor repent; 3 867 
make ſo much as any one ſtep towards our juſtification, 
or falvation, without the help of heaven: we are en! 
e's wit on all 55 with dreadful dangers, that threa- 
| tft of evils, both for time and eter 
| . i 9 2 lg 16 10 ity} 
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nity. Ab how true it is, that-aniaraiodred 3 t 
and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked ! Apoc 
iii. 17. But, in this 10 our Lord has wied u uz 
with an inexhauſtible fund of grace ; ſupplied, without J 
r, decaying, gut 0 enntains'of our Saviour, Iſai, 
. & re to ain Ay SS to heal all C 
our infirmities, to guard us againſt all dangers, and to 
vedreſs all our miſeties.. O bleſſed be his infinite good- 
nefs | O my ſoul, whatſoever, thy wants are, here they 
are to be ſupplied': run here to Jeſus} Chriſt, thy prieſt 
and ſacrifice; and with him, and through him, to his 
Father: and he will give thee All N 7 and m. 
xt the bargain, ier Vis 
3. Confider- that, in this dener of ſapplication and 
aper, we are not limited, or confined in our addreſſes, 
as if we were tb aſk, and to receive, for ourſelves alone: 
but, as we have here upon the altar, the victim ſlain ſor 
the general redemption of the whale world; and as the 
Higk prieſt of God and man here appears: beſore his 
heavenly Father, in behalf of all mankind; we are au- 
moriſedꝭ to ꝓut up our petitions with him, and through 
him, for the general neoeſſities of the whole church of 
God, and of all mankind: that the holy name of God 
may be ſanctified by all; that his kingdom of grace 
may be propagated red all nations, and through all 
Hearts; that his will may be done by all, and in all 
| chimps; that his'church may be exalted by the ſanctity 
oſ her prelates and paſtors, and propagated throughout 
the world; that all infidels, heretics, and ſinners, may 
be converted; that all errors and abuſes may be gor- 
rected; that we may be preſerved from wats, plagues, 
famines, earthquakes, and all other evils ;- and that; he- 
ing delivered from the hands of our enemies, tue muy ſerve 
Gad, "without fear, in holineſs and juſtite before-himg il ¶ lat 
rer St. Luke i. 74, 75: All this, with all:other W ma 
graces and bleffings, we are encouraged to afk with con- Y vic 
-adence; for the whale world, in this ſacrifioe, whore we 
E -Chtiftis both victim and prieſt. o: no latj 
5 onclude to manage always, to che deſiiadrabtir ſelf 
1 -that favourable time; when thou art aſſiſting at the bw 
crifice 
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. ſecrifice of the altar... eiu 9006 100 
Co DER fieſt, that theſe kiavenly myfleries, 
hich we cotebrats. in the ſacrihce of the altar 
and the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 
whom we believe to be truly there, both as prieſt, and 
victim; requite that we ſhould aſſiſt thereat, with all 
poſſible devotion : but eſpecially with a lively faith; 
a moſt profound reverence ; ah a heart inflamed with 
love for that lamb. of God, who there offers himſelf 
in ſacrifice for us. The Der of God have ſome- 
times ſeen Angels aſſiſting round the altar, and adoring 
theit Lord: open thou thy eyes, my ſoul, as often. as 
thou art preſent at the ſacred myſteries, to contemplate, 
with a lively faith, this Lord of Angels upon our altarss. 
accompanied with theſe heavenly Spirits; and ſee! thau 
worſhip him there, with that awful reverence, and ten- 
der affection, which his infinite Majeſty, and his infi- 
nite Iove for thee, require at thy hands. Refle&t on that 
profound reſpect, with which the people of. God, in an- 
cient times, reverenced the ſanctuary, in which the ark 
of the covenant was depoſited; ſo that no one but the 
high prieſt, and he but once a year, was allowed wieh- 
ter within the veil, O how much more proſi | 
ougl hteſt thou to reverence this true fanQuary of God, » 
the Lord himſelf of the covenant loa in our 
tremendous myſteries! _ nt 
2. Conſider, that as this icrifice has an efvotial rer 
lation to the paſſion and death of the Son of Godyin/fuch. 
er manner as to be, in effect, the ſame ſacrifice, the ſame. 
n- victim, and the ſame prieſt; ſo the devotion with whic 
rel we are to aſſiſt at the altat, ſhould'havea particular x 1 
ation to the ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. Our Arvieuf hi- Lbs; 
ze, ſelf here eee in perſon, e as in ab ſacred 
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Vviergedy, Vir whole paſſidn and death: we dught tien to 2 
1 8 - accompany: him in this action, with b 
and devotion. Had we been preſent, with a true be- 
lief in him, when he was offering upon the croſs the ſa. 
crifice of our redemption, with what ſentiments of love 
and gratitude, with what deep ſenſe of ſorrow and re- 
pentance for our ſins, with what fervour of devotion, 
ſhould we have waited upon him there; meditating up- 
on his infinite oodneſs and love for us, manlfeſted in 
Amis paſſion; and on the heinous enormity of our fins, 
which could not be expiated but with his facred blood? 
With the like ſentiments of devotion, ought we to aſfiſt 
ut this ſolemn memorial, and W of his pal- 
©1160; in the euchariſtick ſacrifice. 
bos N Conſider, hats as often as we aſſiſt at this ſacri- 
| we are not only to commemorate, by meditation, 
[© :the paffbn and death of the Son of God ; but alſo to 
take along with us, as it were, to God the Father, his 
Son Dain "for us, and his precious blood ſhed for us. 
And chi in ſack manner as to offer up ourſelves alſo to 
„mim, with the whole church, which is the myſtical bo- 
by of his Son, by his hands; and in union with the of- 
' fering which he, who is our head, there makes of-him- 
ſelf. We are alſo, at the ſame time, to join pur inten- 
tions with his; as he is our chief prieſt, and principal 
offerer; and with thoſe of the whole people of God, 
| eng in to the fou rgreat ends of ſacrifice; going, as it 
Verein a body, with Chriſt Jeſus at our head: and, with 
im, we are to offer adoration, praiſe, and thankſgiving, 
0 God; and to pray, and beg mercy, through him, ö 
bdoth tor ourſelves, and for all the world. Thusthe -: 
Whole church of God daily joins herſelf with Chriſt Je- | 
ſus her head, both as the offerer, and the offering, in 1 
L. ef dine myſteries. ob 281 20 | 
Concludde with a reſolution of doing thy beſt, tolafhift WI {if 
! 1-481 at thit great ſacrifice, with a ſuitable devetionid3o * 
. chicher in the ame ſpirit, as if thou wert going to mount 1 
ulvary, to contemplate there thy divine Redeemer, I .: 5: 
cöfferi 81 himſelf a bleeding ſacrifice for the fins-ofithe If 1 
Na e. And ſee thou temember to n 2k 
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ef thyſelf by his bands,” -withi-the/ offering es G 
makes of himſe himſelf; and ep. intentions, us nec , 


| fas, of the altar; inaſmuch. as the body and blood of 
Chriſt are thereby exhibited, and preſented to God, 
for all the four ends of ſacrifice ; the principal; part ĩs 


it were to be wiſh'd, that all would join with him, in 
the communien alſo; at leaſt by making a ſpiriua 
communion, as often as they hear maſs. This, ſpiri- 
tual communion, when made with proper devetion, 
brings Jeſus Chriſt to our ſouls: in ſpirit, ſo; that, 


the fountain of all grace. O let us continually; aſpire 


ihrhat thoſe treaſures are, which he carries about with 
him, in this] ſacrament, and which he deſires. to impart 
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.ONSIDER chat, next i to the ebene g 
in which eonſiſts the very eſſence of the ſacti 1 


f 
"bo 


the communion. Now, as all the: affiftants: ought to ' 
join with the prieſt, in offering e and 
by the hands 20 the inviſible 3 Chriſt Jeſus, 1 
this moſt holy ſacrifice, 'for all thoſe great ends; ſo fi 


thbagh we do not receive verily and indeed, his body 


and blood, we partake plentifully of his heavenly 
grace, and unite 'ourſelves in ſpirit to him, who: 1 18 * 


after this happy jon of grace andiove ! Fonibion3e 
2. Confider that, in order to make this R Fs 

communion with fruit, we/ muſt be in the, ſtatę off 

grace: Jeſus Chriſt will not unite himſelf to a) ſoul, , 


in which Satan dwells. Then we muſt invite our 


Lord into our inward houſe, 1. By a lively faith 


his real preſence on our altars; of what he is; of what 1 


he has done, and ſuffered for the love of 0 a 


tous. 2. By an ardent deſire, in, the Way of. hunge 11 


: and thirſt, after this life-giving food. 3. By a , profoung 
Mmility, in the acknowledgment of our 27255 unwor “ 
abel darch Man: ese 5 and bewalling 

ouy 4 


\ 


835 Map! TA TINS or 
anifold tins in in 18 1 755 
875 med Meeri ns of 10085 offering our whole 
im, and Prell ng him to e take full poſ- 
bi eon of our Hul, for time and eternity. Such devo- 


| favour. | 


made, with fruit to the ſoul, not only as often as we 


Wand this, by ſighing after Jeſus Chriſt ; by inviting him 
© by embracing him, and loving him, with all our 


uickly found by all that feck him; and gives him- 
Weng al that fe themſelves to him. O happy 
Gexchange! Give lent thyſelf, my ſoul, at all times, 
9 ny thy true lover, to this thy ſovereign and infinite 
. is kind of communion is not tied to time, or 
Place; but will bring thy God to thee, ele er 
Wthou, pleaſeſt : and what canſt thou receive, or deſire, 
Wei er greater or better? 
onclude -to make a ſpiritual communion, every 
* of. thy life; and even to repeat it often in the 
bf gay; the Het the better. This frequent repetition 
* facts of faith, love, and deſire, will unite thee to thy 
Wiovereign good; ſo that he will live in thee, and 
* in him. 


. 
5 — 
On the 9 of Penance... A ed 


YONSIDER the infinite goodneſs ob; Gods 
* 4 who, not content with inſtituting in our favi 
che fa crament of baptiſm; for the forgiveneſs. of 
fins, and to give a new birth to our fouls 
115 Ares us mis chiles) z the ſacrament of confir mu 
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tion as this will not fail to bring him to us, and en- 
Neage him, to open his heavenly treaſures in our 


Conſider that à fpiritual canfiiupton ay be 


[adiſt at the ſacrifice of the altar; but alſo at any 
Noether hour we pleaſe, either of the day or night: 


co our ſouls; by offering our whole ſouls to him; 


Newer. For he loves all them that love him; he 


3. and he will communicate himſelf to thee, 
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BUENO. give, us the Holy i in our en i na 
2 rong and per fect Chriſtians, and ſold; era of © . 
and the CS of the bete ed Buchariſt, to feeds, if 
and nouriſh, our ſouls, to everlaſting life, with the! 4 
body and blood of Chriſt: bas alſo conf dered our” . 
frailty and miſery, (by which we are fo unhappily iy Y 
able to loſe the grace of our baptiſm, and to fall away" 
from. bim by ſin, ) in. the inſtitution of the ſacrament 
of penance, for the forgiveneſs of the ſins we fall inte Pi 
after baptiſm z a8 a plank, by which we may (till 
eſcape to the happy ſhore of eternal life, after having," 2 
by mortal fin, ſuffered ſhipwreck, and loft the treaſurewl 
af baptiſmal grace, and innocence. _ Embrace, O my 
ſoul, this infinite goodneſs of thy God: adore, praiſogM 
and give thanks, to thy Saviour; for this his merciful 
inſtitution, - Alas what muſt have become of 1 
after: ſo many fins, if he had not ordained for hee 
this wholeſome bath, of eaſy accaſs, to waſh ie 
with his on moſt precious blood, thoſe ſtains off 
thine,. which 2 muſt have been the eternal 
fuel of hell's mercileſs flames: 12 

2. Conſider what this ſacrament of penance” 18 1 
and of what extenſive virtue and efficacy: we Mc 
the account of the inſtitution. of it, St. Jebn xx. 21, Hy 
22, 23. Where he to whom all_ power is given, 1400 
heaven, and earth, was pleaſed to impart one branch of 
this power to his Apoſtles, and their . lawful ſucc eſſors 
in the miniſtry, in theſe words. As the Father 3 9 
ſent me, I alſo ſend you Receive ye the Holy Ghoft;$ 
whoſe 2 you Soon forgive, they are forgiven them I 
and whoſe fins you Hall retain, they are retained. This 1 
— Far of penitent ſinners, we call the ſacra 
of penance, And a ſacrament it is: becauſe it WT 
outward ſign of 'imward grace, even of the grace of 7 
remiſſion of our ſins; by virtue of tbe inflituts 
Jojus \Ghrifh, aſcertained: in the ample commiſſion a 

carſed. A commiſfion that comes to he 
ſtampt with the broad ſeal of heaven, from him 8 
has in his hands the whole power of heaven: 3 C. 
miſſion that is not reſtrained, as to time or place; 2 
make 
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"ng: any fin whatlpever.: provided the 
1 pplies, with proper diſpoſitions, to the power 
ot the #eys, granted by Chriſt to his church, St, Mare. 
xvi. Of! how rich art thou O Lord in mercy! O 
Chow true it is that thy tender mercies to us, are over all 
Ib Works The Angels committed but one fin, and 
chat in thought only; and they were caſt off, and con- 
gdemned forever; without being allowed either time, 
for grace, to repent, of any means of forgiveneſs, or 
Freconciliation : We fin again and again; and thou haſt 
Iſtill a mercy in ſtore for us, in this ſacrament of re- 
Wconciliation, O may all heaven, and earth, give py 

2 

4 


, 


Wand thy love for us! 


„ ty # 


Wo thee, forever, for the ' wonders of thy_goo 


8 3. Conſider that the ſacrament of penance, beſides. 
the * ab/olution, given by the miniſter of Chriſt, in 
Whis name, and, by his authority; requires alſo, on the 
Pat of the ſinner, contrition, confeſſion, and ſatisfac+ 
n; at leaſt, in defire : the abſolution pronounced 
y dhe Retz will have no effect; it will only ſerve 
eo the ſmner's greater condemnation, without thoſe 
hree neceflary ingredients of this ſacrament. Coniri- 
ien is a hearty forrow for having offended ſo good 
Gad; with a full determination, by the help of his 
ace, not to be guilty of the like for the future. 
Confeſſion is a full and fincere accuſation of ourſelves, 
Ws to the kind and number of our fins, to the paſtors 
r the church, who have received from Chriſt the 
haige of our ſouls, Satisfa&ion is a faithful perfor: 
i 


* 
k 
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Fance of the penance, enjoined by them for our ſin; 
hbriſtians, ſee upon what articles, you are to D 
Nitted to a reconciliation with your Father, aſie 

; fou have gone away from him by fin, You muſt re- 
Bounce, by ſincere contrition, the huſks of ſwine, 
| Fhich you have unhappily preferred before him: Vou 
ur uſt humble yourſelves by a ſincere and ſorrowf 
L pnfeflion to his vice-gerents, of your paſt errors an 
1 halte And you muſt offer yourſelves to make a 
Wm mn your power an 
n 
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"ll Teecive' you with open arme; 7 as he did th 1 Ch | 
al. Son. Sb. Luke xv, a cn + 
as to ſet a great MY upon this (acted in 5 
tution; e and to have à ſpeedy recourſe to it, U 1 
ki find you have fallen into fin, | But ſee it be Win 
due abeden. A 
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June 23. 3 
"Y On the confe ſion of our fins. 4 fl 
YONSIDER firſt, that God always expected 

from ſinners an humble confeſſion of their nl 

This he preſcribed in the old law, Numb. v. 6, 7 
en a man, or 5 ſhall commit any fin that men cs 
mit, to do a treſpaſs againſt the Lord, and that per ſon le 
ently, then they yt Conf confeſs their fin which they have donesf 


This tie ordained') in the new law, by the ve inſtitige 
2 of the ſacrament of penance; which eka 710 
Miles, or preſuppoſes, confeſſion. This Was ichn op | 
the nage of the law, Levit. xiii, and xiyv; d 
ing, that ſuch as were infected with the le tay, which 
Was a figure of fin, ſhould ſhew them elves to they 
priefts, ing be under their inſpection, and direct 55 f. ; 
practiſed by the people that An: fo. 85 
John the 2 B tiſt, St. Matt. iii, 6: and by th 2 primitive 
8 diſciples of the Apoſtles. As xix, 18, „ Ae! 
Janet v. 16. This was > wad infiſted, 1 upd * 
i of God. And ſurely nothing 18 be 
te Juſt, than that the ſinner ſhould fubmit to ti 
Üttle humiliation, as ſome ſmall atonement for the 


Hy e and wing co by which he has e ; 


iter Aar, the many advantages, che gal 
Leibes from the catholick practice of humbly jor. bo 
"Fi ſins to the miniſters of Curiſt, Who he 


5. by all laws to a perpetual and indiſpen | 
3 2 procures us proper medicines, and pfg 
10 8 or "alt our ſpiritual maladies, which\we here 
a 
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un open to the pbyſician of the foul > it furniſhes/ys 
with counſel in our doubts, comfort in our forrgws,. 
and remedies againſt temptations: it 32 2 eaſe 
to the wounded conſcience :- it rectifies 
enlightens our ignorance; reſtrains . 82 dne . | 
| —— ſtrength of reſolution, and courage to do 
— to come: and, what is one of its 
greateſt advantages, it humbles the ſoul, and teaches 
us — know, and to daſpiſe, ourſelves. O what bleſ- 
ſings are entailed upon this ſacred inſtitution of con- 
feſſion! O how much do theſe out- balance the mo- 


mentary confuſion, that may accompany the deglara- 
tion of our ſins. 
Conſider dly, that the principal advantage of an 
ö humble and ſorrowful eſſion of our ſins. Nr 
it is the means of divine appointment, for obtaining 
che abſolution and remiſſian of all our Fueter 3 
Land reinſtating us in God wake and | 
# this by virtue of the commi ven by | Chriſt. 
to his oo os: Nen 5 ſolemn a veratian, that t- 
1 they upon-earth, ſbould be bound 
in TG and that whatſoever they ſhould looſe upon — 5 
WE earth, ſhould be lasſed alſo in heaven. St. Matt. xviii 48. 75 
Ol bow happy would that criminal account bimſelf, 
who ſhould be allowed to eſcape the hands of, human 
W juſtice, by a ſorrowſul acknowledgment. of all. his 
crimes in ſecret to his judge, or to} one appainted by 
Ft W bis, Judge! But O! how much happy is the 
penitent Chriſtian, when, by an humble confeſſion of 
Wall his ſins, with a fincere repentance, to the miniſter 
Jof Jeſus Chriſt, he is aſſured of being delivered, not 
8 out of the hands of men, that can only kill the body, 
Wand then can do more, but out of the hands of the 
ling God, who otherwiſe will caſt both body and 
j Ifoul into hell: and not onl of being delivered out 
Hof the hands of divine jullice. 3 but of being re- 
Iceived into the arms of his loving kindneſs ; and made 
} Jence more a friend, and a child of ee * 
peir of his eternal kingdom. , 109! e i 
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eur Dupun ihr Rar, 373 
Cone lade by giving thanks to the divine bounty! f 
for Having btdained for us this eaſy means of recon- Tm 
cillation after ſin; and annexed ſo many graces ande 
bleſſitigs to it. But beware of abuſing this moſt whele - 
ſome, aid ſacred inſtitution; by making it an oceaſion of 
ſinhing more freely; or by uſing it only as a thing of? 
courſe, or as an empty ceremony, without any cru 
change of heart. 17 Ft y ey 24 % trum 
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On the nativity of St. John the Bap. 
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eren how juſt it is, that we ſhould | 
$4 ſhew- 2a particular honour and veneration to 
this Saint; of whom our Saviour tells us, St. Marr. 
xi. 18; that there hath not riſen among ibem that ar 
born of womin,' a greater than John the Baptiſt” Hei 
wits a burning and a ſhining light. St. Jobn vi 35. The 
ſpedtal end of th bridegroom, chap.” iii. z The" 
Angel fort before his fate to prepare his way, St. Mar 
xif*Yo: A prophet, and more than à prophet; vn 
An Apoſtle ſent 2 God, for a witneſs, to give tei 
mony of the light, that all men might believe through" 
him St. John i. 6, 7. A ma tyr, in laying down his 
life for Juſtice and trutil. An hermit, in retiring from i 
his childhood into the defarts, and there conſecrating 
his days and nights to the exercices of devotion und?. 
ſelf-denial. A zealous preacher of penahce, to re 
claim ſinners from their evil ways, and to prepare 
them for Chriſt. A virgin, by the perpetual pprit ß 
of his life. See here 'Chiitizns, what we have to 
honsur in this great Saint; what we have to em ⁵ 
braes and love in him; and what leſſons we are to 
eaten from him. ee eee SHER eee en, 12906 tt 
20 Conſider that, in other Saints, the church ho- | 
nours the day of their departure out of this ſ 
life; which ſhe celebrates as their birth day: — 
Jon that day, they paſs from this dying life here belw!? 
o their true life with God above, and- are happilx 
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y 88 5 there,, Where they ſhall, never die. But, in 
dt. 


ohn Baptiſt, we honour alſo the day of bis birth 
into this mortal life, by reaſon of his being ſanctified 
in his mother's womb, and of the wonders which 
ting till then in darkneſs and in the ſhades of death, 
like the firſt dawning of the new tay-light,* Which 
the Son of God, whoſe. forerunner he was, was 
coming to bring amongſt us. Therefore we rejoice 
in his nativity,” as the Angel foretold, Bu- i. 14, and 
glorify the author of all theſe wonders, by celcbra- 
ting, with love and gratitude, this birth of: St. John, 
aa prelude of our redemption. See, my foul; if theſe. 
S beithy diſpoſitions on this da. 
23. Conſider that St. John was a Saint from his 
birth: he always preſerved his innocence, and wholly 
dedicated himſelf, from his very childhood, to tho 
love and ſervice of his Maker. To this end he re- 
= tired, when very young, to the wilderneſs, to fly 
de corruptions and diſtractions of the world: The 
ld grew, ſays St. Lule, chap. i. 80, and was 
(hy Hrengthened in ſpirit ; and woas in the deſarts, until 
the day f his mani feſtation to Iſrael. Happy they 
that imitate this early piety of our Saint! Happy 
they that wholly conſecrate themſelves, from their 
tender years, to divine love! O] how good it is for 
4 man, when be bath borne the ſweet yoke of the Lord 
om his youth, Lament. iii. 27. O my ſoul, that we 
= had been ſo happy ! Let us begin now at leaſt; and, 
from this moment, let us dedicate ourſelves to be 
ſervants of divine love, henceforth and forever. 
Conclude, if thou deſiteſt to imitate the early piety; 
and innocency, of St. John, to follow him, as much 
as poſſible, into the wilderneſs; by retiring at leaſt from 
che wicked ways of the world; from the infected air 
of the world; from the company and converſation of 
ce ſlaves of the world; from the dangerous paſtimes 
ef worldlings: and from all the occaſions of ſin, ſo 
common in the world. And eſpecially take care to 
1 ** private cell for thyſelf, in thy o interibar: 
dcs 8 A A and 


accompanied his birth, which was to the world, ſit- 
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and th" keep thy ſelf there, by inward recellection, 4 4 
holy ſolitude with thy God. r _—_ Io 
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0 the leſſons we are to lente 9. Take | 
Baptiſt. Var) 10 bio 861 


ONSIDER, that the deſign of 8 the | 

feſtivals of the Saints, is not only to honour: Þ 
God in his Saints, and to give him thanks for the: 

and glory beſtowed upon them, through Jeſus 4 
Chriſt; but alſo, to encourage the faithful to;ah imitas If 
tion of their virtues; in hopes of arriving one day at 
their bleſſed company, by walking in their fobtſteps- 
If then we deſire to keep the feſtival of St. John in 
a ſuitable manner, we muſt endeavour to learn te 
leſſons he teaches by his great example. His, Whole 
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life? in the deſart was one continued: uexercice -of 


prayer and , mortification: , theſe are leſſons that all 
Chriſtians. muſt, in ſome meaſure, learn, that deſire to 
come to the eternal ſociety of the Saints. 1 
occupations,” if human frailty, will nat us 03 
have that continual attention to Gad, which St: John 
had; at leaſt, we muſt frequently and fervently aſpiro 
after him, in the midſt of all our — | 
and give, every day, a regular and competent. time 
the holy exercice of prayer. If we caunatathink 
bringing ourſelves to ſuch hard diet, . 
lodging, as his was: at leaſt, we muſt daily retreneh 
ſuperfluities in eating, drinking, cloathing, — 
unneceſſary diverſions, | we muſt mortify our vanity, 
curioſity 3 and fenſuality ; and learn, on many ecanſions, 
to renounce our own will, to give up.our:ewmhumoursy 
and to contradict our darling inclinations. on c 16 
, Honſider the humility of St. Jom; how mean 
an opinion he had of himſelf, how little regard he 
hade to the eſteem, and applauſe, of the worlds how 1 
do and; opdolyiprolatad fee, whethed 
34 3 EY 2 the if 0 


| r t 
e MNT IONS for 
te higheſt opinion of him, that he was neither Chriſt, 
nor Elias, nor a pfophet, but only a voice of one crying 
in the wilderneſs, &c, and unworthy of doing the 
Pmeaneſt office to him, that was to follow him: how 

lad Neth Wa ay N in the opi- 
n nion of the world, and bis glory eclipſed by the 
* 1 165 and Miracles of Jede brilk. O- Vieſſed 

I ee which alone art capable of making any one 
great before the Lord ! All other virtues are grounded 
| ,*On., thee: without thee they degenerate into vices, 
| . Chriſtians, let us ſtudy well this moſt neceſſary leſſon. 


„3. Conſider the zeal of St. John, for the glory of 


? 
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W...God, and his conſtancy in maintaining juſtice, and 
nutb, without reſpect of perſons, even to the laying 
don his life in the cauſe, He was not a reed ſhaken 
... with the wwind ; he knew not what it was to flatter 
-; worldlipgs in their evil ways, or to comply, through 
human reſpects, with any thing contrary. to conſcience: 
be would not call evil good, nor good evil. He zea- 
= Joufly preached to ſinners of all degrees, and conditions, 
_. the Hefty of effectually renouncing their evil Ways; 
| and, ringing forth worthy fruits of penance; he de- 
& nounced the heavy judgments of God to the impeni- 
tent; and encouraged the penitent with the proſpect 
of his mercy. Chriſtians, let us attend to theſe leſſons ; 
Which the Baptiſt ſo ſtrongly inculcated, both by werd 
and work. The God whom we worſhip is the ſove- 
reign juſtice and the ſovereign truth: If then we would 
. be Chriltians indeed, we ought, like St. John, to be 
W willing to lay down our very lives, rather than to of- 
fend againſt juſtice and truth. „ 

| Conclude to walk in the footſteps of St. John, and 


& attend to his preaching and to his example, and e wil 
do this good office for thee. n 
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leſs a miracle of the divine power, than the calling o 
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June 26. 
On the Preparation we ought. 10 ny” * 9365 on 7 


To NSIDER that confeſſion, without dus aif | 
| poſitions, will only ſerve for our greater condemd 
nation: ſo that the great buſineſs of a ſinner, tha 
deſires to receive ſuch an abſolution from his fins 
may be ratified in heaven, muſt be to ptocure * 
neceſſary diſpoſitions, by making a due preparation foll 
Fonfelign. And as theſe A ak muſt come frond 


muſt be to 1005 to turn towaids God, with a oY 
ſenſe of the miſery of his preſent condition, by fervent 
prayer, and deſire. The raiſing up of a- ſoul to ſife h 
which is dead to God by mortal ſin, is, in effect, ; 
Lazarus out of his grave, after he had been four days 
dead and buried: there can be then no expectation of 
ſucceeding in ſo arduous an undertaking, © withouſ# 
taking him along with us, by earneſt prayer, who alone 
can raiſe the dead. No: my ſoul, the moſt eſſential 
conditions of a good confeſſion are a change of heart 
and a perfect ſincerity in the accuſation of outſelvesif 
even of thoſe ſins which we are maſt aſhamed'*of 
and who but God can change the heart of man; | ul 
bring him to overcome his pride, by a full confe ionf 
of his ſhameful ſins? Or how can fo great a grace a 
this is, be procured without hearty prayer?! i 
2. Conſider that another neceſſary part of the pre- 
paration for confeſſion, is to find out, by a ſerious ex- 
amination, the true ſtate of our interiour, Alas 14 rig 
one of our greateſt misfortunes not to know ourſelves 
and *tis much to be feared, that many paſs tbeir whole 
lives under the guilt of mortal ſins of pride, envy 
hatred, detraction, of omiſſions of eſſential duties, £3 M 
Which, for want of a ſerious and impartial examina 
K k 3 tion i 


e MepirwrnontF for - 
Won of the true ſtate of their conſciences, they neither 
g-onfeſs, nor repent of, nor amend. Hence their con- 
Weffions are null, their communions ſacrilegious; they 
go on, all their life time, in their ſins; and they die in 
their fins. O my foul, ſee this be not thy caſe : ſee 
chou labour in earneſt to know thyſelf? fee thou ex- I 
mine ſeriouſly thy whole interiour ; that thou mayſt 
be able to diſcover, by the light of God, which thou 0 
muſt implore, thoſe lurking evils, which thy buſy ſelf- tl 
ove, or the falſe maxims and practices of deluded b 


Wworldlings, may otherwiſe diſguiſe, under falſe pre- tc 
Weences, and hide from thy eyes. 0 
3. Conſider that the principal and moſt neceſſary 0 
Preparation for a good confeſſion, is true contrition; 0 
rhat is, a hearty ſorrow and deteſtation for our fins, it 
by which we have offended fo good a God; with a t 
Firm reſolution of a thorough amendment for the 0 
Wime to come; and of making the beſt ſatis faction we le 
ran for our paſt offences. This is the moſt eſſential tl 
part, both of the virtue, and of the ſacrament of pe- vi 
Hance. This we muſt take the moſt pains about, ex 
en we'are to go to confeſſion. This we muſt la- in 
Hour to procure by ſerious and deep confiderations, of fi 
Whe' moſt moving truths, and by repeated and fervent. u 
Prayers: and never leave off knocking at the door of A 
Ine divine mercy, till he is pleaſed to open to us; and v 
o touch our hearts. Alas! none but he can bring - C 
Forth the waters of true compunction out of theſe hard p: 
— 2291070" 3 bünoo -.x 
Conclude to be diligent in every branch of this ne- ty 
Nreſſary preparation, as often as thou pretendeſt to mako 0 


chy peace with God, by confeſſion: left otherwiſe, in- th 
Nenad of obtaining a diſcharge, thou encreaſe thy dobt? et 
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On motives of repentanee. nat US 204 4 


7. CONSIDER the motives, we haye to repent fog, ca 
our fins, from the. conſideration, of the filchjneds, ial 
of that ugly monſter ſin, and of its heinous enormity in | 
the ſight of God. Mortal fin is infinitely odious, to him, 
becauſe infinitely oppoſite to his ſovereign goodneſs, and 
to all his divine attributes, It is infinitely pernicious to 
our ſouls ; it makes them like very devils in the eyes of 1 
God. It robs us of divine grace, which is the true 12. f 
of the ſoul; and of all our good: it is a — rh hich, 4 
in a moment, brings preſent death; and condemns * bl 
to a ſecond and eternal death. It is an evil fo black, ſo 
odious, ſo hideous, that hell itſelf has nothing worſe, Is 1 
leaves behind it a curſed ſtain, the perpetual fewel of, 
the mereileſs flames of hell; which endleſs ages will nes 1 
ver be able to efface. Alas f my poor ſoul, how wretch- 
ed then has thy caſe been all this while thou haſt been 4 1 
in fin ! How ugly and abominable halt thou been in the 
light of God and his Angels For the fouleſt creature 1 
upon earth is a beauty in compariſon, with a ſoul in ſin. ;| 
Ah couldſt thou but ſee thyſelf as thou art, in this 
wretched ſtate, the very ſight would ſtrike thee dead, | 4; 
O deteſt then this abominable monſter, and pars, no... 
pains to get rid of it. 
2. Conſider the woes that are a. in Sap 
ture againſt unrepenting ſinners, and the judgments of } 
God that are perpetually hanging over their heads; and... 
threatening them on all ſides, both with temporal and 
eternal evils. Ah ! what good can they expect, who. 5 
have made God their enemy, and are fighting againſt | 
him! He holds the thread of their life in his hands, 
which they are provoking him to break; and if he 
breaks it, in that moment they drop into hell. They i 
have made themſelves ſlaves of the devil; they are pol- 
ſeſſed by him, and are at his mercy, who knows not 
what mercy is, Death is always ** e 
e 4 
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s eee e eher 
1 a ſudden; or;naat eaſt an unprovided 
* cath, - is commonly the reward of their preſumption, 
2 Hell below opens wide her jaws, and is gaping to ſwal- 
ow them up: and thouſands of them are daily goin 
don into that bottomleſs pit, where the worm . 
diet, and tht fire ir never extinguiſhed, St. Mark ix. 4.3 
F Ah wha can bear everlaſting fire! Who can endure to 
n N then,” my ſoul; from ſin. Deteſt 
that evil, which can, and will without repentance 
Londemn thee to hell. 
a: Confider G fin makes a dreadful 
3 Contider | a dreadful feparation be- 
—. tween the ſoul and God; which is begun here, and 
L extends to all eternity hereafter Vo are not my peo- 
A ple, 9 7 Oſee i. , and I will not he yours. Alas 
the loſs of God, which begins from mortal in, is the 
Very worlt of all the ingredients of hell. Sin is a fe- 
bel ion againſt this Sovereign Good: a blaſphemous 
preference of Satan before him: a ſacrilegious attempt 
to rob bim of his glory, and to diveſt him of his kirig- 
dom. It is murdering both the Son of God, and our 
5 'own fouls. 1 'The folly and madneſs of it, as well-as 
the monſtrous preſumption and treaſon, is infinite. O 
, how much then does that evil deſerve to be deteſted, 
which robs us of an infinite good, which otherwiſe 
L Ahould have been ours for all eternity; and brings us 
nothing in exchange, but endleſs and infinite evils? 
Conelude to labour, with all thy power, to drive a- 
; Way fin from thy ſoul by penance : and God will re- 
turn to thee, and be thine for ever. — 
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Tune 28. 1 
Ocker motives of contrition," | 7” 


inge ONSIDER the monſtrous ingratitude that is 
found in ſin. God is our firſt beginning, and 


ür laſt end: he has given us our whole being, Out of 


Pure lqve, having no need at all of us: he has made 
s, [ made us for himſelf; he has thought of us from 
Tall eternity; he has loved us from all eternity; and has 
I : | pre- 


prepared for us a happy eternity in the, 
himſelf. In the mean time he is ever lc 


unworthineſs a 
benefactor. Alas I ho] 


and, now at leaſt, with thy whole heart: return to o 


dear Redeemer, the innocent Lamb of God. His /h 
6 life was a continual ſuffering; but what dread | 


| lingly endured for thy fins, how much he abhors fin 
21 AN 


Heart all this while; and for thee he was weep! | 
© prayings bleeding, and dying: to teach thee to retyriy 
love for 
Ty God. See then what motives thou haſt for con 
28 as : 21111191 145 none VOL 260 5 
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every Day in fut M. o 
enjoy mem of 
einen 
his benefits; his eye is always upon us; he Frefgffes 
us from innumerable evils; all his other Works ald 
pointed to ſerve us; his very Angels, by. his Sphere, 


7 


ligations thou haſt to his divine goodneſs How rer | 


ſons, for ſo many years; and, notwi 
ox ingratitude, has been 


NOT 


2. Conſider, my foul, what thy. ns have. colt th | 


tor 
ments did he endure for thee, in his ae y 
Call over in thy mind the particulars of his ſuteringsg 
(which we have ſeen elſewhere) from his agony and 
bloody ſweat, even to his expiring upon the croſs; andy 
learn, from that multitude and variety of torments, wil 


how much he loves thee. For he bad alen 
and 


love, and to deteft thy ſins, which have eruci 
1 - «1 Gitipn 


"Y 
A 
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ſition, from the remembrance of the paſſion of * Sa- 
viour 


3. Conſider the inner zWiehiotives we hive to love 
65, and conſequently, to deteſt our ſins, as infinitely 
oppoſite to his divine goodneſs, He is inftitely = 
= himſelf, infinitely bsantiſul and charming ; th 
be e all goodneis and beauty, raviſhin l 


py, as to ſee him, ſo that they can never 
3 5 m. His. mercy, his bounty, his wiſdom, 
his 9 is infinitely charming: all perfections are in- 
e No tongue can expreſs, no heart can 
COnceiye, t NS ee greatneſs. and multitude 
0 os attra H 9 beauty and perfection 
| * w away;to a pure nothi 
. with him. -He i is infinitely good 11 575 
the Rappineſs of heaven conſiſts 1 in ſeeing; lovings'and 
enjoying, him. A All our good is from — and in him: 
he I Hur (e Verei and univerſal good; the being of 
Ar beings; the life and the light of our ſouls, Helis 
our Maker, our demer, our Father, our Friend, out 
Io ur — and gur All. To love him i is our great - 
e Pais our greateſt pleaſure ; it is 
85 0 of all qur-happineſs, both here and hereafter. 
<p eh Pblige us to love God: all theſe mo- 
call upon us to deteſt, and to repent, for 
wy by them, we have offended. ſo. good a 


DIE) vo 
gh, e 4:3 wouldt r thy ſoul the re- 
No thy. fins, to ſeek it by a repentance and gan? 

Fl 1005 eplivened by love. Remember what our Lord 
d of. Dat glorious penitent, St. Luke vii. 47, Mau 
bas bo tie ber, becauſe ſhe hath loved nnch. Go: 

hou, — e manner, to the feet of thy Saviour with 


Fe ee proceeding from love, and he wil) pro-- 
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NSIDEA the. Ange Sed in thels 678 
gtorious Saints) reſfect what they were, Kol 


8, 
chen being called by Jeſus Chriſt; how' admirably ey. 
wereafterwards exalted by divine grace”; and how pere 
fectly they correſporided with divine grace; by their Sid 
and by their labours; by theit lives and by their — 
Ihe Wiſdem of God came down' Wen beaven, 
build a tigufs; to found a city, to eſtabliſh a tin 

here upom eatth, which ſhould'be ever victorious ave 

all che powers of bell; and ſhould ub; till it ft, | 
delt hold end. And'ſee'what chocs he has Hi 
men to be his principal inſtruments in this great "works; 
Jeez in the perſon of St. Peter, a poor, weak, illiterate 
fiſherman; made the maſter-builder, under Chrif, of 
this houſe and temple, and, at the ſame time, the firong? ö ; 
rote and foundation of it: fee him raifed'to be the 
governor of this city; the prime miniſter of this King bl 
dom of God upon earth, St. Matt. xvi. 18, 19, and 
Jobn xxi.' 15, &. O how true it is, chat God * 
choſen the fooliſh things of the world, that he may cen 
found the wiſe + and the weak things of the world, that] 
he may confound the flrong : --- and the ine. 5 H 
contemptible, and things that are not, --- 
ſhould glory in his fight, 1 Cor. i. 27, Le. 0 Mis 
wiſdom, how incomprehenſible are thy ways; and how 
much exalted above the ways of men O how do theſs 
thy dealings with us confound the proud, and hors 


the humble 


2 Conſider, f in the perſon of St. Paul, ano ther = 
more admirable inſtance of the power of divi 

and of the incomprehenſible wiſdom of the ways 52 6 
God. An ignorant fiſherman, as St. Peter was, ſeems 
indeed, no ways qualified to be a preacher and teacher 
of Jews and Gentiles, a founder of churches, an Apoſtle, 
and prince of the Apoſtles: but then he was humble 


and 


0 
1 


4 


NB TAT fp” 
and ſimple; and ſuch God uſually chuſes for the greateſt 
things. But as for St. Paul, . not only not qua- 

lified to be a preacher of the Goſpel, but poſitively diſ- 
qualified, by diſpoſitions directly contrary to the humi- 

lit and ſimplicity of the Goſpel. He was a proud blaſ- 
phemous Phariſee, a fiery zealot, a bloody perſecuter, “ 
a ravenous wolf, ſcattering, and deſtroying, the ſheep 
of Chriſt, And yet he is made, in a moment, by a mi- 
racle of grace, a veſſel of election, to carry the name of 
Chriſt before nations and kings, and the children of Iſ- 


rael: he is changed, in an inſtant, from a wolf into a 
lamb: he puts off at once the Phariſee, the blaſphemer, 
the perſecuter ; he lays down his own will at the feet 
of Chriſt ; and has now no other paſſion but that of em- 
ploying his whole life in propagating the name, the will, 
and the kingdom, of his God. O] here is a change of 
the right hand of the Moſt High ! Here the wonders of 
God's power, wiſdom, and goodnels, ſhine forth much 
more brightly, than even in the raiſing of the: dead to 
3. Conſider the lives of theſe two great Saints, aſter 
their call and election; their ardent zeal for the glory of 
their Lord:; their unwearied labours in preachingy and 
propagating his kingdom; their conſtancy in a long 
courſe. of ſufferings ; dying, in a manner, daily, for the. 
cauſe of God; and, above all things, that divine love 
and charity which continually burnt in their breaſts; . 
which: animated all their words and actions; ſupported. 
than in all their labours and ſufferings ; kept them al- 
ways in their interiour united to their God; and was 
daily growing ſtronger and ſtronger in them, till it made 
chem victorious - over death, and brought them to 
true life, in the eternal enjoyment of the great object o 
RT... 111118 ue ne 
zclude to give praiſe and glory to God, for/all tho 


they taught, both by word and work. But N 
| hem -the practice; of divine love: nothing ele 
aaks us Saints. 
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lib no Jud "253%, och * int f 
Wy Dtl. "On fag i. n confeſſion. bug, 
ONSIDER'* the neceſit) of being oh ncere in fl al | 
the confeffio mg if we hope Ge the for- 
E. of them. , and double-dealings,. I 
in matters of this IRS 8 abominable in the ſight... 4 
of God. The prophet pronounces a curſe againſt tem- 
that do the work ** — gecertfully,” Jerem. xlviil. 10. 
Ang ſurely th be antes? in the higheſt degree, of | 
1 e God deceitfully; hes go to confeſſon 
_ 10 s an and Jeeeit, and, while they outwardly pro- „ 
feſs humility and incerity, conceal, through the pride 
of their heart, and diſguiſe, by lies, the guilt of their 
conſcience. Ananias and Saphira were ftruck dead, b * 
2 viſible judgment of God, for telling a lie to the Zu | 
60%, Acts v. And are not all ſuch as are öder 
in the confeſſion of their ſins, guilty, in like manner, 
of telling a lie to the Holy Ghoſt, whilſt they . ſeek to 
impoſe upon the miniſter of God, in this moſt ſo- 
lemn and ſacred ſunction? They are guilty alſo of 4 
grievous ſacrilege, as often as they receive abſolution 
in this caſe, by their profaning the ſacrament of pe- - 
nance: which ſacrilege is commonly followed by ans 
other ſtill greater; by their making themſelves alſo.” 
guilty of tl body and blood of . Chriſt, by an un⸗ 
worthy. communion, and thereby receiving damnation © 
to themiblves. Good God preſerve us from ſo heinous 
and ſo dreadful an evil 8 
2. Conſider the diſmal conſequences. of ſuffering © 
one's ſelf to be impoſed upon in ſuch manner, by the 4 
father of lies, as to conceal any matter of moment in 
confeſſion, either through ſhame, or fear, or pride ok 
heart. Alas l to * a little preſent confiliort which * 
would be immediately followed with the recovery of. * 
God's fauvour, with peace of conſcience, comfort, 1000 
joy what u bottomleſs pit of dreadful and endleſs eis 
doen this ſoul caſt herſelf headlong | into! Ir den! 
Vo. I. L 1 tricable 
wN | | } 


5 & > A. k * 6 


N 
i 
1 
el 


Bo wich a remorſe, which The ſeeks in vain 90 Mie; 
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F Tha x & vie Fare, af perpleti rd flint 
17 nebalmert, but this Tits Berit takes fuch 

feffion' bo her, as to make her apprehiend the confeſ- 
* on of her guilt, more than either death or hell. Hence 


on, adding ſin to fin, ſacrilege to facrilege ; 
e e by ior Gon eee, 2 


and ca about wich her a painful impoſtume in 
her dene Fir never ſuffers her to be eaſy; She de- 
ludes herfalf indeed, with vain purpoſes of confeſſing 
ſome time or other hereafter ; but, in the mean time, 
her difficulties encreaſe, the devil daily acquires more 
and more power over her, and the grace of God is re- 
moved ſtill farther and farther from her; till, at length, 
mere abuſed gives place to juſtice, and, when ſne leaſt 
it, ſhe is cut off in her ſins; and carries down 
with her the guilt « of them all, to' be eee 
W in hell. 

Conſider how little reaſon ene is for a penhent 
to de ſo much aſhamed of the confeſſion of his fins. 
Sin, indeed, is ſhameful ; but the confeffion of one's 
fins is not fo. No: the humble confeſſion of a ſinner 
gives glory to God ; is honourable to the penitent him- 
felf; and affords joy to the whole court of heaven. 
And, as to the confeſſor, beſides that he is tied up by all 
Jaws to an eternal fecreey, and can make no manner of 
uſe of the knowledge he receives by confeſſion, that can 
any ways be Uiſazreeable to the penitent; he is ſo far, 
even in his own mind, from deſpiſing, or thinking 
worſe, of the prodigal child, returning home by confeſ- 
ſion, or having leſs regard or affection for his penitent 
on that occaſion ; ; that, on the contrary, as he more 
clearly'ſees the hand of God, in the humility and ſince- 

rity of the confeſſion, he rejoices in this happy change, 
he likes the penitent better than before, and-conceives 
greater hopes of him for the future; and, thinking no 


more of what is paſt, he has a more tender regard than | 
ever to a ſoul that has thus unboſomed herſelf to him. 


la the mean time, the pegitent finds nmley, 1 in a man- 


ner, 


een ern e 
tro in Paradiſe, e 
having diſcharged. his cquſcienge, of .1 
the impoſtume that would not ſu I 
Conclude to beware of the! 15 
bas, who hates nothing fo much. as an 9 
ſion, and therefore makes uſe of innum FE 

induce Chriſtians, to paſs, over, or Aiſouile, at 1 72 | 
ſins, in the ſacrament of penance. Ab, how 2 oy | 
fands of ſouls has he deluded, by theſe artifices,, and? 
drawn down into the bottomleſs pit l. Alas! how e 7 | 

it is for perſons to be deceived in theſe occaſions, who, | 
in effect, have a mind to be deceived; and are willing, 

at any rate, to form to-themſelves a falle conſcience, y 
ſome pretext or other, to.ſpare themſelves the thameof| 

confeſſing their ſins. See, mn ſoul, this neuer peed 
caſe : and therefore, Dna 5 thou findeſt a 

nance to confeſs any part of thy guilt, and a willing 
to find ſome reaſon to diſpenſe with thyſelf; e 
confeſs the ſooner that which thou findeſt this repu 
nance to 4 fone: of 9 ies Ml 
e or ſelf· love | 
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ER RAT A in Vol. I. 
© Page 6, line 5. Read. clean. 

4 f P. 12. J. 1. Read kingdom. 

P. 29. 1. 7. Read Ferem. xii. 11. 

P. 39. I. 8. For though, read thou. 


P. 40. 1. penultima. Read the fund. 
P. 59, laſt line. Read and very. 
P. 90. I. 14. Read Gal. vi. 7 
P. 104. I. 19. Read Eccluſ. xl. 1. 
P. 105. I. 28. Read ſubmzt. 
P. 106. I. 10. Read comportment. 
P. 112. I. 2. For 29, read 28. 
P. 187. I. 25. Read Matt. xxvii. 
P. 229. I. 17. Read revealed. 
P. 217. I. 26. Read another. 
243. 1. 11. Read happy. 


t * 


